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SECTION ONE: PURPOSE AND
GENERAL DESCRIPTION



A speech and debate club can be an excdlent means to give young people practice in public
gpeeking, listening, and note-taking, aswell asahogt of other skills. This manua shows how
one such club has been organized. We hope it will prove useful for others who would like to
organize Smilar dubsin their locdlity.

We dso show in this manua how to incorporate the speech and debate club activitiesinto the
curriculum of studentsinvolved in the club. Specificdly, parents can use various handouts
included in this manua to grade the speeches ddlivered as part of the club. Thus, speech and
debate club activity can be the practice section of a program of study in speech and debate at
the high schoal levd. The Puritans' Home School Curriculum offers other materids for the
theory section of such a program.

But this manua serves an even higher end. 1n our opinion, high school speech and debate needs
to be reformed, to be more consistent with scriptural principles. For too long speech and
debate has been formed and structured by humanists. For instance, in high school debate
organized by the Nationd Forensic League (NFL), the Bible is not treated as the foundation of
al knowledge. Debate occurs on atotaly humanigtic basis and on totdly humanitic terms.
Furthermore, participants are expected to espouse positions which they do not in good
conscience agree with.  The latter tends to undermine the Ninth Commandment principle that
we are to speak the truth at al times.

Many Chrigtians, especidly in the home schooling community, have recognized the need to
Chrigtianize high school soeech and debate. One of the primary efforts dong these lines has
been the Nationa Chrigtian Forensics and Communications Association (NCFCA). Hereisthe
purpose of the NCFCA, according to its website at http:/Amww.ncfcaorg/ : “The Nationd
Chrigtian Forensics and Communications Association (NCFCA) believes that forma speech
and debate can provide a means for home schooled studentsto learn and exercise andytica

and oratoricad skills, addressing lifeissues from aBiblica world view in amanner that glorifies
God. To provide these opportunities to home schooled students, NCFCA shdl facilitate
qudifying tournaments throughout the country and the annua nationd tournament.” Whilethisis
alaudable god, we fear that the results have falen sgnificantly short of the objective, primarily
due to the fact that the Christians who have led the NCFCA are not reformed and Calvinidtic,
but instead generdly of the Baptist persuasion. The scope of scriptura relevanceis far too
restricted in such circles. Though professedly Chrigtian, onerarely if ever hearsreference to
scripture in NCFCA debate competitions. Scripture is Smply not being treated as the
foundation of al knowledge, and it is not regarded as necessary for political discourse.
Furthermore, asin NFL competition, participants are often expected to espouse positions which
they do not in good conscience agree with.

Reformed speech and debate instead treats scripture as the starting point in consideration of al
topics, be they topics concerning palitics, ethics, theology, law, etc. It isour hope that this
manud will help in the effort of reforming high school speech and debate, that it might be more
in conformity with scriptura principles, and glorify Jesus Chrigt asits highest end. We look



forward to the day when there are many such speech and debate clubs, and that each club
could send a representative to compete in regiona and nationa speech and debate tournaments,
organized according to these principles.



SECTION TWO: ADVERTISING THE CLUB



We used various avenues to advertise the club and attract members.

One avenue was a club website. Here was the description of the club advertised on the
website:

During the Summer of 2005 a West Michigan speech and debate club is planned to give student
club members practice in public speaking and listening. Club members will spesk and debate
on varioustopics. For those who are not yet comfortable in giving origina speeches or
engaging in public debate, there is the membership option of joining as a student judge. Such
judges have to take good notes of the speeches, and write critiques of the speeches. Also,
judges will sometimes be asked to present before the group thelr critique, and in that way get

public speaking practice.

Club membership and participation is **free**, and is open to homeschoolers 8" through 12
grade. Those who want to participate should register in advance with the club coach, J.
Parndl McCarter. He may be reached by email at info@puritans.net , or by telephone at tel
#616-457-8095 evenings after 9 PM. Those who would like to participate should register with
usby May 12, 2005. So send an email to info@puritans.net to register and for any questions.

Normally every Thursday from the end of May through the beginning of August speech and
debate club members will meet a Wedgwood Park on Wilson Drive in Grandville, Michigan
(just south of Prairie Street) from 11:30 AM to 12:30 PM. Thefirst Club meeting for the
season is scheduled for May 26, 2005.

Speakers and topics will generdly be assgned in advance. Students who are not speaking will
be required to write outlines of what speskers have said, in order to improve listening and note-
taking skills. Sometimes listening students will even be asked to stand and rehearse before the
group what another speaker said. There will be some speech and debate tournaments.

At 12:30 in the afternoon, once the meeting formaly concludes, those who want may remain
and have picnic lunch together.

Supplies members should bring to Club meetings. Notebook or notepad of 8.5 by 11 inch
paper, pen, and lawn chair. (We will line lawn chairs up facing the spesker.)

It is possible to participate as a speaker in either the speech or debate sections, or both.

Time requirements outsde of club mestings Sinceit is summer, and Snceitisaclub and not a
class, it isbeing done in such away that less than 30 minutes per week will be required outsde
of club time to prepare for club mestings. In order to limit time required for speech preparation,
club members will be asked to speak on topics that they are dready familiar with (eg, favorite
vacation, book that they have read recently, etc.). For persuasive speeches, club members can



choose atopic they are dready familiar with, so sgnificant research is not required. And
evidence cards won't be necessary like in regular debate. After someone has given a persuasive
gpeech, then someone will go up and ask cross-examination questions (but again, they can be of
anature that does not require preparation).

Again, the purpose will be to give members more practice in speaking in front of others, note-
taking, etc.

In the debate section, it will be non-team debate. One difference with most high school debate
will be that no one will be required to debate for a position they disagree with. Rather, we will
survey club members on arange of issues, and match for debate those who disagree on an
issue. In the debate, debaters will be required to be civil and polite to one another. Any
nagtinesswill result in autométic loss

If for vacation or other reasons a student must be away for a certain club meeting, we ask that
he or she inform the club coach in advance.

Club mestings will automaticaly be cancdled if thereisran, or cal tel #616-457-8095. to
verify amessage on the answering machine on the morning of the meeting if there is cancellation
due to wegther conditions.

Attire: The same rules as gpply at Grace Home School Association classes. Thelr rules are
listed at http://homeschoolbuilding.org/grace/grace policieshtm:

Because we want to exemplify respect for the classroom situation,
encourage an atmosphere of academic excellence, and uphold an
excdlent testimony to the world of our Lord and Savior, we have
incorporated the following dress code:

A. Boys are to wear: Nice pants (no jeans, not even black ones,
no baggies, and no sweset pants). Pants should not be dragging on the
floor. Shirts must have at least short deeves. Shirts which are made to
be tucked in should be tucked in. Earrings, chokers, and chains should
not be worn.

B. Girlsare to wear: Dresses or skirts which cover the knee or are
longer (dits must not be higher than the bottom of the knee). No dacks
or jeans may be worn under skirts or dresses. Blouses or shirts must
have at least short deeves. Blouses or shirts must not be tight fitting or
have low neck lines. No bare-midriffs

C. All Students: No writing or pictures on any clothing (other than smdll
logos) and no shorts. No extreme styles or fads will be alowed. Thiswill be |€eft



to the discretion of the GRACE taff. “Let your moderation be known unto all
men. The Lord isat hand.” Philippians 4:5.

SAMPLE SPEECH TOPICS

Report on afavorite book one recently read
Report on afavorite vacation one had in the past

MEETING SCHEDULE

Meeting # Meeting Meeting Topic/Content
Date
1 5/26/05 Intro. Memberstell alittle about themselves and
favorite vacation. Show outline of others’ speeches.
2 6/2/05 Book report
3 6/9/05 Reason you are a professing Christian.
4 6/16/05 Defending creationism against evolution
5 6/23/05 Another issue where scripture speaks
6 6/30/05 Per suasive speech tournament
7 7/7/05 Debate skills
8 7/14/05 Cross examination practice
9 7/28/05 Foeech and Debate tour nament
10 8/4/05 Foeech and Debate tour nament

Besdes the club webgte, an advertisement was placed in alocal home school information
forum. The advertissment directed interested parties to the club’s webste.

Most importantly, the club was advertised by telling home school friends about the opportunity.
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SECTION THREE: AGENDA OF MEETINGS
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MEETING AGENDA : FIRST CLUB MEETING

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

YV VY Y V V

Y VY

Welcome

Explanation of purpose of club

Each meting will generdly be sdf-contained and independent of the other meetings, in
case club members have to miss some mestings.

Tentative upcoming meeting schedule (see Handout 1)

Suggestions for incorporating thisinto a speech and debate course (see Handout 2)
Resources (see Handout 3)

Reading from resource (chapter 8 of An Introduction to Argumentation and Debate
by Chrigty L. Shipe)

Writing speech outlines (Handout 4)

Format of speech note-taking sheet, to be prepared by listeners asthey listen to each
speech (Handout 5)

II. Timefor membersto prepare outlines of what they will say

>

>

Each club member will present a4-5 minute speech before the group. Thetopic of the
gpeech will indude a brief description of yoursdf (such as name, age, etc.) and a
vacation you have taken in the past that you enjoyed. 1n the speech tell about the
vacation.

Speakers should notice hand signas of time remaining. In speech and debate
competitions, such hand signas are common. 'Y ou will be required to complete your
gpeech by the time the designated time period has expired.

Try to use up dl of your dlotted spesker time.

[11. Club members ddliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
Thetopic of each speech will include a brief description of yourself (such as name, age, etc.)
and avacation you have taken in the past that you enjoyed. In the speech tell about the
vacation. An audience member is assigned to be time keeper and use hand sgnasto
communicate to the gpeaker the alotted time remaining. Parents in the audience can be asked
to write advice on sheets to be given to spesker at the end of the mesting.

V. Club members one at atime get up and summarize what other speakers have said. Such
summaries should normdly be about one minute in length.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

> Next meeting topic: members present book report on abook of their choice
» Collect gpeech outline notes of listeners



MEETING AGENDA : BOOK REPORT

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

>

Many club mestings | will try to read from or summarize one of the resources listed in
the resource handout. Today’ s resource reading from Always Ready: Directions for
Defending the Faith and “The Great Debate” between Bahnsen and Stein. See
Section Five of thisManud.

Writing speech outlines (Handout 4)

Format of speech note-taking sheet, to be prepared by listeners asthey listen to each
speech (Handout 5)

Rating of speeches (Handout 6)

Return speech outlines of listeners from last meeting

[I. Timefor membersto prepare outlines of what they will say in book report

>

>
>
>

Each club member will present a4 minute speech before the group. The speech will be
abook report of choice.

Speakers should natice hand signds of time remaining.

Try to use up dmogt al of your dlotted time.

Use Handouit 4 to prepare your speech outline

[11. Club members ddliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
An audience member is assigned to be time kegper and use hand sgnas to communicate to the
speaker the dlotted time remaining. Parents in the audience can be asked to write advice on
sheets to be given to each spesker at the end of the meeting.

V. Club members one a atime get up and summarize what other speskers have said.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

>

>

Next meeting topic: club memberswill be presenting in a4 minute speech why they are
aprofessing Chrigtian

Handout 7: suggestions for giving such a presentation. Reed this over before the next
meeting to give you ideas on what you might say.

Collect speech outlines from club members

13



MEETING AGENDA : REASON YOU ARE A PROFESSING
CHRISTIAN (APOLOGETICS)

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

» Today’s resource reading from Always Ready: Directions for Defending the Faith
and “The Great Debate”’ between Bahnsen and Stein.  See Section Five of this Manudl.
> Return speech outlines of ligeners from last meeting

II. Timefor membersto prepare outlines of what they will say in defense of their Chridian faith

Each club member will present a4 minute speech before the group.
Speakers should notice hand sgnals of time remaining.

Try to use up dmogt al of your dlotted time.

Use the format of Handout 4 to prepare your speech outline.

See your Handout 7 for suggestions for giving such a presentation.

YV VVY

[11. Club members deliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
An audience member is assigned to be time kegper and use hand signad's to communicate to the
gpesker the dlotted time remaining.

V. Club membersone at atime get up and summarize what other speakers have said.
Recommended time length of summary: 1 minute.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

» Next meeting topic: club memberswill be presenting in a4 minute speech their viewsin
the Creation versus Evolution controversy

» Handout 8: suggestions for giving a presentation concerning the Creetion versus
Evolution controversy. Reead this over before the next meeting to give you ideas on
what you might say.

» Collect gpeech outlines from club members

14



MEETING AGENDA : DEFENDING CREATIONISM AGAINST

EVOLUTION

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

>

>

Many club meetings | will try to read from one of the resources listed in the resource
handout. Today’s resource reading from A Puritans’ Home School Curriculum
Concise Sudy of ‘' The Case Against Darwin’ : Teacher’s Manual at

http:/Aww.puritans.net/curriculuny . It is hdpful in defending creationism againgt

evolution.
Return speech outlines of listeners from last meeting

II. Time for members to organize for their speeches

>

>

>

Each club member will present a 4-5 minute speech before the group. The speech will
be an andyds of creationism versus evolution.

Speakers should notice hand Sgnas of time remaining. Try to use up amost dl of your
dlotted time.

Use Handout 4 to prepare your speech outline

[11. Club members deliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
An audience member is assigned to be time keeper and use hand signa's to communicate to the
Spesker the dlotted time remaining.

V. Club members one at atime get up and summarize what other speskers have said.
Recommended time length of summary: 1 minute.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

>

>

Y V V

Next meeting topic: club members will be presenting in a4 minute speech on atopic
pertinent to Chritianity

The Bible speaks on many issues on subjects as diverse as palitics, socid issues,
business, entertainment, etc. When we are asked our opinion on these matters, it isan
opportunity for usto testify of our Chrigtian faith. We should not think of our Chrigtian
witness as being limited to the direct topic of ‘why are you a professng Christian?
Biblica Chrigtianity touches upon awhole range of matters.

AsK club members to give some examples.

Handout 9 provides some suggestions for this speech.

Of course, there are topics where the Bible does not say the position isright or wrong.
For example, it does not say whether we should prefer broccoli more than spinach, or
spinach more than broccoli. So it would not be appropriate to choose that as atopic
for your speech in the next club mesting.

Collect speech outlines from club members

15



MEETING AGENDA : ANOTHER TOPIC PERTINENT TO
CHRISTIANITY

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

» Many club meetings | will try to read from one of the resources listed in the resource
handout. Today’s resource reading (chapter 4 of Public Speaking and Debate at
http:/Awww.puritans.net/curriculuny ).

» Return speech outlines of listeners from last meeting

[I. Time for members to organize for their peeches.

» Each club member will present a4 minute speech before the group. The speech will be
on atopic where the Bible speaks.

> Speskers should notice hand sgnds of time remaining. Try to use up dmost al of your
dlotted time.

» Use Handout 4 to prepare your speech outline

[11. Club members deliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
An audience member is assigned to be time keeper and use hand signa's to communicate to the
gpeaker the alotted time remaining.

Each club member can be assigned one other member to prepare a speech rating on the speech
rating sheet (Handout 6). Thiswill prepare members for rating speeches in the coming speech
tournament.

V. Club membersone a atime get up and summarize what other speskers have said.
Recommended time length of summary: 1 minute.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

» Next meeting: a speech tournament in which club members will present a persuasive
Speech.

» Club members get to choose their own topic. Speeches should be 4 minutesin length.

»  Club members should incorporate what we have learned and discussed in club meetings

thusfar. Remember: our speeches in speech and debate should first acknowledge the

foundational pogition of God'sword, and then explain the implications of God' s word

on thetopic in question. On amogt every topic scripture provides principles by which

we should evauate the point in question.

Handout 10: speech tournament rules and format

Come prepared to give your speech.

Members should be reminded to give their rating sheet to the person rated.

Y V V
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MEETING AGENDA : PERSUASIVE SPEECH TOURNAMENT

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation
» Read rules from Handout 10
II. Time for members to organize and prepare for their persuasive speeches.

[11. Speech Tournament: Club members ddiver their speeches and listeners judge the speeches
on rating sheets. Group A and then Group B. (While members listen to speeches of members
in their own group, they can be asked to frame at least afew questions to ask of the person
giving the speech. Thiswill give members some preparatory practice in cross examination.)

V. Tabulation of results by parents and announcement of highest scorer in each group. (While
results are being tabulated by parents, members should be asked to pose their questionsto the
speakers. One at atime speakers can stand before club and answer questionsin press
conference fashion.) Handout 17 can be used to tabulate results.

V. Announcement of highest scorer in each group in the Speech Tournament.
V1. Club Coach Closes mesting

> Next meeting topic: we shal be going over debate kills and getting used to answering
questions raised about what one has asserted

» Ask club membersif they have ever seen a presidentia press conference, where the
President is peppered with questions by press reporters.

> Be prepared to give a one-minute speech summarizing what one has said in speechesin
the previous two meetings, and then fielding questions like a President getsin a press
conference. Also be prepared to ask a question or two of each speaker.

» Recommend that members bring their Bible.

» Ask that Speech Rating Sheets from the Speech Tournament be passed out to club
members, and that club members study these sheets to get ideas of how they can work
to improve their speeches.

17



MEETING AGENDA : DEBATE SKILLS

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

Handout 11 go over, concerning rating of debates

Handout 15 go over, concerning speech and debate tournament rules and format
Handout 16 go over, concerning possible speech and debate topics

Assignment of Groups A and B, aswell as debating pairs for the next 2 debate
tournaments.

VVVYV

[I. Time for members to prepare what they will say in brief speech, summarizing the speeches
they have made in two previous meetings

» Each club member will present gpproximately a 1 minute speech before the group,
summarizing speeches they have given in the two previous club meetings. Then the other
club members will spend approximatedy 5 minutes asking the member questions about
the speech content, and the member will try to answer these questions.

[11. Club members ddliver their one-minute speeches and field questions of other club members.
An audience member is assgned to be time keeper and let the club know when the 6 minutes
allotted for each speaker is up.

IV. Club Coach Closes mesting

» Next megting topic: we shal be going over cross examination and getting practicein it.
Also, we shdl preparing for the first speech and debate tournament.

> Be prepared to give a persuasive speech 3 minutes in length on the topic of your choice
a the next medting.

» Start thinking about topics for the speech and debate tournaments.

18



MEETING AGENDA : CROSS EXAMINATION

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

» Today after each 3-minute persuasive speech, a club member will be asked to cross
examine the speaker for 2 minutes.

Advice concerning cross examination

Handout 18 go over, concerning ingructions for judging tournament

Handout 13 go over, concerning debate skills

Handout 14 go over, concerning flowing

YV VY

[I. Timefor membersto prepare for their persuasive speech and assgnment of pairs of
gpeakers and cross examiners

» Each club member will present a3 minute speech before the group.
> Speakers should notice hand signas of time remaining.

> Trytouseupamod dl of your alotted time.

» Use Handout 4 to prepare your speech outline

[11. Club members ddliver their speeches and listeners will take notes on the speeches they hear.
An audience member is assigned to be time keeper and use hand signa's to communicate to the
gpesker the dlotted time remaining. After each 3-minute persuasive speech, a club member will
be asked to cross examine the speaker for 2 minutes. All members will have an opportunity to

give a gpeech and to cross examine.

IV. Club Coach Closes mesting

> Next two meetings will be speech and debate tournaments.

» For those who will debate, get together with the people you have been assigned to
debate and choose a mutualy agreeable topic to debate.

» Assgnment of who will be affirmative and negetive speskers for those who will be
debating.

19



20



MEETING AGENDA : SPEECH AND DEBATE TOURNAMENT

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

» Make sure club members understand rules from Handout 15

[I. Time for members to organize and prepare for their persuasive speeches

[11. Speech and Debate Tournament: Club members ddliver their speeches and listeners judge
the debates on rating sheets, according to speech and debate tournament rules described in
Handout 15. Group A and then Group B.

V. Tabulation of results and announcement of highest scorer in each group. Handout 17 can
be used to tabulate results.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting

> Next medting: another speech and debate tournament.

21



MEETING AGENDA : SPEECH AND DEBATE TOURNAMENT

|. Club Coach Introductory Presentation

» Make sure club members understand rules from Handout 12

[I. Timefor members to organize and prepare for their persuasive speeches

[11. Debate Tournament: Club members deliver their speeches and listeners judge the debates
on rating sheets, according to speech and debate tournament rules described in Handout 15.
Group A and then Group B.

V. Tabulation of results and announcement of highest scorer in each group. Handout 17 can
be used to tabulate results.

V. Club Coach Closes meeting, thanking club membersfor their participation in the summer
season speech and debate club.



SECTION FOUR: HANDOUTS
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HANDOUT 1: MEETING SCHEDULE (SAMPLE)

Meeting # Meeting Meeting Topic/Content
Date
1 5/26/05 Intro. Memberstell alittle about themselves and
favorite vacation. Show outline of others' speeches.
2 6/2/05 Book report
3 6/9/05 Reason you are a professing Christian.
4 6/16/05 Defending creationism against evolution
5 6/23/05 Another topic where scripture speaks
6 6/30/05 Persuasive speech tournament
7 7/7/05 Debate skills
8 7/14/05 Cross examination practice
9 7/28/05 Soeech and Debate tournament
10 8/4/05 Foeech and Debate tour nament

24




HANDOUT 2: SUGGESTIONS FOR USING THISCLUB ASPART OF A SPEECH
AND DEBATE COURSE

Although the Speech and Debate Club is a club, and not an academic class, those who
participate may choose to incorporate work performed into an academic class, administered by
aparent. It can serve asthe practice section of atwo-semester course on speech and debate.
(The theory section can be accomplished by using The Puritans Home School Curriculum
textbook for introductory public speaking and debate, entitled Public Speaking and Debate.
It isa http://Aww.puritans.net/curricul um/Public Speaking and Debate.pdf , and the teacher’s
manud isaso a http:/mww.puritansnet/curriculuny.) Information on the student’ s course
performance can be recorded below:

Student Name:
ACTIVITY SPEECH AND DEBATE ACTIVITY SCORE (ON
# 100-POINT
SCALE)
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
Sum of All Scores
Average Score (Sum of All Scores/10)
Letter Grade Equivalent of Average Score*

* Grading in this course should be done on a 100-point scale, with letter grades assigned as
follows

Letter Grade | Score on 100-Point Scale

A+ 97 - 100

A 94 - 96

A- 90-93

B+ 87 -89

B 84 - 86

B- 80- 83

C+ 77-79

C 74 - 76

25




C- 70- 73
D 60 - 69
F 0-59
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HANDOUT 3: SOME SPEECH AND DEBATE RESOURCESWE WILL DISCUSS
INTHISCLUB

The most resourceisthe Bible. 1t isthe foundation of true knowledge in dl subjects, including
public speaking and debate. 1t isaguide for use of the tongue, and it is the stlandard by which
we should judge all books about speech and debate.

A second resource we will discussis An Introduction to Argumentation and Debate by
Chrigty L. Shipe. Itissold a the HSLDA Bookstore and you may purchaseit at the website
http://www.hd da.org/bookstore/ . Y ou need only to purchase the textbook; the accompanying
video will not be used as part of thisclub. It is not necessary to buy it, but we recommend it.

A third resource we will discussis The Puritans Home School Curriculum textbook for
introductory public speaking and debate theory, smply entitled Public Speaking and Debate.
It is among the many free ontline textbooks at http://Aww.puritans.net/curriculuny . More
specificdly, it isat http:/Aww.puritans.net/curriculum/Public Speaking and Debate.pdf . Itis
recommended that you print out the book, 3-hole punch its pages, and place them ina 3-ring
binder.

A fourth resource we will discussis a book authored by the late Dr. Greg Bahnsen, entitled
Always Ready: Directions for Defending the Faith. This book treats the subject of
gpologetics, or how we should defend the Chrigtian faith, including in our speech. Itis
published by Covenant Media Foundation, and can be purchased a the website
http://www.cmfnow.com/product.asp?0=203& 1=209& 3=710 .

Thefifth resource is not a book but in audio format. 1t iscaled “ The Great Debate’ between
Bahnsen and Stein. It can be listened to free ontline a such Stes as
http://www.sraitgate.com/bahnsen/ . Or, tapes or audio files of the debate can be purchased
a such websites as http://www.cmfnow.com/subcat.asp?0=207 and

http://mww. pointsouth.com/M erchant2/merchant. mve?Screen=PROD& Product Code=BAHN

SENG-STEIN& Category Code=FT& Store Code=ABS

Findly, A Puritans' Home School Curriculum Concise Sudy of ‘ The Case Against
Darwin’ : Teacher’s Manual at http://mww.puritansnet/curriculuny/ ishdpful in defending
creationism againg evolution.
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HANDOUT 4: SPEECH OUTLINE

Speaker Name:

Topic:

l. Introductory Statement:

I1. Body of Speech:

[11. Concluding Summary Statement:

28



HANDOUT 5: SPEECH NOTE-TAKING SHEET

Speaker Name:

Topic:

l. Introductory Statement:

1. Body of Speech:

[11. Concluding Summary Statement:

29



HANDOUT 6: SPEECH RATING

Speaker Name:
MEASURE MEASURE OF SPEECH QUALITY SCORE (ON
# 10-POINT
SCALE)*
1 Professiona appearance and dttire (clothing, hair, etc.) appropriate

for the occasion

2 M ade sure audience was ready and began with good posture

3 Made good eye contact with the audience throughout the speech

4 Spoke clearly, cdmly and confidently, with good use of
vocabulary, and without verbalized pauses

5 Spoke loudly enough for people to hear throughout the speech,
and with emphasis where appropriate

6 Good stance and appropriate movement and gestures throughout
the speech

7 Efficient, effective, and maximum use of spesker time

8 Organized and structured speech (such that one could outline the
introductory statement, body, and concluding statement)**

9 Assertions well evidenced, supported and exemplified

10 Biblica, truthful and logica speech content

Sum of All Scores (Maximum possible score: 100 points)

* Scale: from 10 as excellent and of highest qudity to 5 asfair to 1 as very poor.

** Speakers should be required to turn in to judge(s) their written speech outline after they have

spoken.




HANDOUT 7 : SUGGESTIONS FOR DEFENDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH
(APOLOGETICS)

1. The rationde and the manner: “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and [be] ready
awaysto [give] an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that isin you with
meekness and fear.” — | Peter 3:15

2. A divindy inspired example from Acts 17-

Introductory Statement: “Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars hill, and said, [Y €] men of
Athens, | perceive that in dl things ye are too superstitious. For as | passed by, and beheld your
devations, | found an dtar with thisinscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore
ye ignorantly worship, him declare | unto you.”

Body of Speech: “God that made the world and dl things therein, seeing that heis Lord of
heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands. .. Forasmuch then as we are the
offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godheed is like unto gold, or slver, or stone,
graven by art and man's device.”

Concluding Statement: “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth
al men every where to repent: Because he hath gppointed aday, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by [that] man whom he hath ordained; [whereof] he hath given assurance
unto adl [men], in that he hath raised him from the dead.”

3. Anuninspired summary of the Biblica testimony (from the Westmingter Confession of Faith,
chapter 1):  “1V. The authority of the holy Scripture, for which it ought to be believed and
obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony of any man or Church, but wholly upon God (who is
truth itself), the Author thereof; and therefore it isto be received, because it isthe Word of

God. V. We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Church to an high and
reverent esteem of the holy Scripture; and the heavenliness of the matter, the efficacy of the
doctrine, the majesty of the style, the consent of dl the parts, the scope of the whole (whichisto
givedl glory to God), thefull discovery it makes of the only way of man's sdvation, the many
other incomparable excdlencies, and the entire perfection thereof, are arguments whereby it
doth abundantly evidence itself to be the Word of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion
and assurance of theinfdlible truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work of the
Holy Spirit, bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts.”

4. A thought to consder: Every man places foundationd faith in something. The only sure
foundationd fath isin theinfdlible Word of God, for God doneisdl knowing and dways
truthful. Man must depend upon the Word of God if heisto have true knowledge of the world.
All other foundations are shaky and result in incoherent contradictions.
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HANDOUT 8: SUGGESTIONS FOR DEFENDING CREATIONISM AGAINST
EVOLUTION

There are suggestions for defending creationism againg evolution in the resource A Puritans
Home School Curriculum Concise Sudy of ‘ The Case Against Darwin’ : Teacher’s
Manual at http:/mwww.puritans.net/curriculuny . Here are excerpts from that resource:

“... Thereisadidinct difference between a presuppositiondist versus evidentidist approach to
the science of origins. An evidentidist approach- whether carried out by an evolutionary
scientist or a creation scientist- pretends we can prove from the natura data aone the order and
timing of biologica and geologicd origins. The presuppositiondist gpproach recognizes the
variables are so many, the possible explanatory models are so gredt, the data is often so vague,
and human nature is so falen, that man cannot prove from natura data alone the order and
timing of origins. Men should be able to recognize that nature was created by God (though
ganful men often even deny this), but thisis quite different from knowing the order and timing of
origin ... A primary flaw of the Darwinian evolution theory isthat it relies upon this flawed
evidentidist gpproach to science...

In order therefore to attain any knowledge of the order and timing of origins we must begin with
apresuppogtiond faith in God'sword and in its account of origins. We may be ableto
hypothesize beyond the Biblica account, but we should recognize there are some significant
obstacles to our deriving any firm concluson from the naturd dataitsdf. Darwin'stheory of
evolution fails most fundamentaly because it fails to recognize the necessity of presuppostiond
faith and it fails to acknowledge the limitations of deriving knowledge of the timing and order of
origins from the natura data aone...

James Perloff’s 2001 article in WorldNetDaily entitled “ The case againgt Darwin” does a good
job of concisdly presenting the record of natura data asit relates to Darwin' s theory of
evolution...” (Hereisan example “Biochemidry isadso giving Darwin problems. Michad
Behe, biochemig at Lehigh Universty, has written abook entitled "Darwin's Black Box: The
Biochemicd Chalengeto Evolution.” In this book, Behe describes how certain biochemica
gystems are so complex that they cannot have evolved step-by-step; he cdls this "irreducible
complexity.” For example, blood clotting swings into action when we get a cut. The formation of
ablood clot isacomplex, multi-step process that utilizes numerous proteins, many with no other
function besides clotting. Each protein depends on an enzyme to activate it. So to paraphrase
Behe very smply: What evolved firs -- the protein or enzyme? Not the protein; it cannot
function without the enzyme to switch it on But why would nature evolve the activating enzyme
first? Without the protein, it serves no purpose. Furthermore, if blood clotting had evolved step-
by-step over eons, creatures would have bled to death before it was ever perfected. The
system isirreducibly complex. Behe demondrates that other human biochemica systems, such
astheimmune system and vison, are aso irreducibly complex -- they cannot have evolved
step-by-step -- and give clear evidence that they resulted from intelligent design...”)
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HANDOUT 9: DEFENDING THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ON VARIOUSTOPICS

Whether the topic concern politics, persond ethics, salvation, law, theology, science, business,
the environment, entertainment, &ttire, culture, family rdations, or any other subject, we should
adwaysfirg and foremost direct our attention to the Bible, for it is the foundation of al human
knowledge. Our Chrigtian witness must not be confined just to the topic of persond sdvation,
because God' sword is not so confined. Many varied topics thus afford us the opportunity of
Chrigtian witness. Here are just some examples.

Field Sample Topic Ideas for Addressing Topic in Christian Manner
Politics Should states sponsor | The Bible definesright and wrong. It saysthat it iswrong
lotteriesto raise to try to get wedth by vain meansinstead of |abor (Prov
revenues? 13:11). It dso treats the cagting of lots as a holy ordinance
of the Lord (Prov 16:33, Acts 1:26), so |otteries violate the
Third Commandment (Exo 20:7). The state should not
promote that which iswrong.
Theology Isthe doctrine of the | Scriptureis the foundation of our knowledge of God. It
Trinity true? teaches doctrine of the Trinity (Mt 28:19 and | Jn 5:7).
The Should there belaws | Gen 1:28-29 assgns man stewardship over God's cregtion
Environment agang pollution? here on earth, so such laws are appropriate.
Law Can mordity be It depends what one means by the question. If the question
legidated? is asking whether people can be made righteous by legd
fiat, gpart from the grace of God, then the answer isno.
But if the question is asking whether mordity isinvolved in
civil legidation, then the answer is clearly yes. Andthe
Bible defines mordity and provides guiddines for civil
legidation. Specificaly, avil legidation should uphold the
Ten Commandments.
Science Did theworld come | No. The only eye-witness of what happened in thistimeis
into exisence 4 billion | the Triune God, and He has indicated in Genesis thet the
years ago? earth is young ( gpproximately 6000 years old).
Entertanment | Isit ok to get drunk as | The Bible defines right and wrong. It saysthat it iswrong
part of our recreation | to try to get drunk (Eph 5:18). So we should not get drunk
and entertainment? | as part of our recreation.
Attire Isitdl right for ladies | No. God wants post-Fal mankind to be attired (Gen
to wear bikinis? 3:21). Modes attire is commanded (I Tim 2:9).
Family Are husbands and Scripture is the foundation of our knowledge of ethics. We
Reations wives to have the same | must repect divindy mandated roles (Exo 20:12). Men

rolesin the home?

and women have been given different roles (Eph 5:24-25).

So our speeches in speech and debate should first acknowledge the foundationd position of
God' sword, and then explain the implications of God’sword on the topic in question. On
amogt every topic scripture provides principles by which we should evauate the point in

question.




HANDOUT 10: SPEECH TOURNAMENT RULES AND FORMAT

Club members may spesk on the topic of their choice, and 5 minutes will be dlotted for each
gpeech. But the speech must be a persuasive speech, preferably on atopic that provides
opportunity for Chrigtian witness.

We shdl divide club membersinto two groups. Group A and Group B. While Group A people
are spesking, Group B people will be judging them on Handout 6 speech rating sheets. After dl
Group A people have spoken, Group B will turnin ther rating sheets. The rating sheets will
indicate the name of the speaker, but not the name of the judge.

Then Group B people will speak, while Group A people will judge them. When Group B
gpeeches are completed, then Group A judges will turn in thelr rating sheets. Rating sheets will
not indicate the judge’ s name.

Results will be tabulated for each group, and the person with the highest score in each group will
be announced. Speech rating sheets will then be passed out to club members, so club members
can review their speech’ sratings at home and ascertain areasin need of improvement.



HANDOUT 11: DEBATE RATING

Speaker Name:
MEASURE MEASURE OF PERFORMANCE SCORE (ON
# 10-POINT
SCALE)*
1 Professiona appearance and dttire (clothing, hair, etc.) appropriate

for the occasion

Made sure audience was ready before began speeches.
Maintained good posture from beginning to end. Appropriate
movement and gestures throughout the speech. Made good eye
contact with the audience throughout the speeches.

Spoke clearly, camly and confidently, with good use of
vocabulary, and without verbalized pauses. Spoke loudly enough
for people to hear throughout the speeches, and with emphasis
where appropriate.

Efficient, effective, and maximum use of speeker time

Organized and structured speeches

Refutation of al the points made by the other debater**

~N(o(o b~

Cross examination condsted of relevant and probing questions,
conducted in a polite manner. When being cross examined, the

speaker responded directly, cogently and politely.

Resolution andysis recognizing the Bibl€ s place as the foundation
of knowledge and truth, with relevant gpplication of Biblica
principles to the topic being debated.

9

Assertions well evidenced and supported

10

Biblicd, truthful and logicd speech content

Sum of All Scores (Maximum possible score: 100 points)

* Scde from 10 as excdlent and of highest quality to 5 asfair to 1 as very poor.

** Debaters should be required to turn in to judge(s) their written flow sheets after the debate is

completed.




HANDOUT 12: DEBATE TOURNAMENT RULESAND FORMAT

Before the date of the debate, club members who will be participating in the debate tournament
will be divided into Group A and Group B. Also, within each group, members will be paired as
to who they will be debating. Findly, the order of speaking will be determined by random
drawing. (The first spesker will be the affirmative, and the second spesker will be the negeative.)
Each pair of debaterswill decide the topic that will be debated. The topic must be mutualy
agreed upon, and the topic question should be worded so the first speeker is the affirmative.
Thiswill be anon-team debate tournament.

On the date of the debate tournament, while Group A people are debating, Group B people will
be judging them on Handout 11 debate rating sheets. After dl Group A people have finished
their debates, Group B will turnin their rating sheets. The rating sheets will indicate the name of
the speaker, but not the name of the judge.

Then Group B people will debate, while Group A people will judge them. When Group B
debates are dl completed, then Group A judgeswill turnin their rating sheets. Reating sheets will
not indicate the judge’ s name.

Results will be tabulated for each group, and the person with the highest score in each group will
be announced. Debate rating sheets will then be passed out to club members, so club members
can review their ratings at home and ascertain areasin need of improvement.

Each debate between a pair of debaters will consst of two constructive speeches (one
affirmative and one negative) lasting 4 minutes per speech, one minute of cross examinaion time
for each debater, and two rebuttal speeches (one affirmative and one negative) lasting 2 minutes
per speech. The negetive will cross examine the affirmative after the affirmative gives his
congtructive speech, and the affirmative will cross examine the negetive after the affirmative
gives his congructive speech.

Each debater will be given 1 minute of preparation time for use over the whole period of the
debate. The preparation time includes the time to get to the podium to spesk.

An officia timekeeper will keep track of thetime.
In rebuttals, completely new lines of argumentation that have not been addressed in constructive

gpeeches should not be proposed. Judges must disregard new lines of argumentation presented
in rebuttals.



HANDOUT 13: DEBATE SKILLS

[ —

. Flowing and note-taking
> “Flow” the debate, taking notes on what each other debate speakers say, aswell as
how you will respond
» Writein cursive, for purposes of speed
» Use symbols and abbreviations in note-taking, for purposes of speed (e.g., “DA” isthe
common abbreviation for ‘disadvantage’)
2. Cross-examingion
» Ask probing questions to disclose any contradictionsin the other person’s arguments
» Be polite and not obnoxious
» Have the other person clarify any points where you were uncertain what he meant
3. Reolution andlyss
> Explain that the Word of God is the foundation we should utilize to evaluate issues,
congdering the scripturd principles which are rlevant to the topic in question.
> Indicatethat if it can be shown that my position is congstent with scriptura principles,
while that of my opponent is not, then the audience should agree with my position.
. Speech structure
» Have anintroduction (normaly including resolution andyss), body, and concluson to
Speech.
» Organize 0 it iseasy for ligenersto outline your speech. Don't drift.
5. Presentation of evidence
» Try to support dl assertions with evidence, ether by logicd argument, authoritetive
sourcein field, etc.
» Make sure evidenceis credible.
> Explain how the evidence supports the point being made.
6. Refutation of arguments
» Make sureto refute dl the other debater’ s arguments, showing why those arguments
are flawed.

D

Sample speech outline:

l. Intro: There should be alaw prohibiting talking on a cdl telegphone while driving.
Drivers caught doing it should be fined. The Word of God is the foundation we should
utilize to evduate issues, consdering the scriptura principles which are relevant to the
topic in question. Therdevant principle in this case is the Sixth Commandment, which
cals usto take reasonable measuresto preservelife.

. Body: (Cite gtatistics concerning automobile accidents where driver was not paying
attention because talking on acdl telephone. Show how fining such would be a
reasonable measure, and how much lives and property would be saved, based upon
evidence)

. Conclusion: Since such afine would preserve much life and property, and would be
reasonable, such alaw should be passed.

37



1AC

HANDOUT 14 : FLOWING (SAMPLE)
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HANDOUT 15: SPEECH AND DEBATE TOURNAMENT RULESAND FORMAT

The speech and debate tournament will consst of a debate section (Group B) and a
gpeech/cross examination section (Group A). Group A will be delivering persuasive speeches
and fidding audience questions, and group B will be engaged in non-team formal debate.
Sdection of group will be on avoluntary basis.

For those in the debate section (Group B), before the date of the debate, memberswill be
paired asto who they will be debating. The order of speaking will be determined by random
drawing. (The first gpesker will be the affirmative, and the second speaker will be the negative.)
Each pair of debaterswill decide the topic that will be debated. The topic must be mutualy
agreed upon, and the topic question should be worded so the first speaker is the affirmative.

On the date of the speech and debate tournament, while Group B people are debating, Group
A people will be judging them on Handout 11 debate rating sheets. After al Group B people
have finished their debates, Group A will turnin their rating sheets. The rating sheets will
indicate the name of the speaker, but not the name of the judge.

Each debate between a pair of debaters will consist of two constructive speeches (one
affirmative and one negative) lasting 4 minutes per speech, two minutes of cross examination
time for each debater, and two rebutta speeches (one affirmative and one negative) lasting 3
minutes per speech. The negative will cross examine the affirmetive after the affirmative gives
his condructive speech, and the affirmative will cross examine the negative after the affirmative
gives his congructive speech. Each debater will be given 2 minutes of preparation time for use
over the whole period of the debate. The preparation time includes the time to get to the
podium to speek. An officid timekeeper will keep track of thetime. In rebuttals, completely
new lines of argumentation that have not been addressed in constructive speeches should not be
proposed. Judges must disregard new lines of argumentation presented in rebuttals.

Those in the speech section (Group A) of the speech and debate tournament should cometo
the tournament prepared to deliver a 4-minute persuasive speech, on the topic of their choice,
followed by 2 minutes of responding to questions posed by fellow Group A members. While
Group A people are speaking, Group B people will be judging them on Handout 6 speech
rating sheets. After al Group A people have spoken, Group B will turn in their rating sheets.
The rating sheets will indicate the name of the spesker, but not the name of the judge.

Results from the rating sheets will be tabulated for each group, and the person with the highest
score in each group will be announced. Debate rating sheets will then be passed out to club
members, so club members can review their ratings at home and ascertain areas in need of
improvemen.



HANDOUT 16 : POSSIBLE TOPICSFOR SPEECH AND DEBATE

Sometimes people have difficulty coming up with possible topics for speech and debate. Here
are just some for your cong deration:

Field Topic
Politics Should the US have free trade with China or raise tariffs against Chinese
imports?
Palitics Should the US have open borders or restrict immigration?
Politics Should the US withdraw its military forces from Irag now?
Politics Should abortion be outlawed at the federa leve, or |eft up to each Sate
to decide?
Politics Should marijuana be legalized for medicina purposes?
Politics Should gambling be mede illegd ?
Politics Should the government mandate that family take care of patientslike
Terry Schiavo or should it leaveit up to the family to decide?
Politics Should there be “ Sunday blue laws’?
Palitics Should the US remain in the United Nations?
Theology Is pre-millennidism or post-millennidiam true?
Theology Is presbyterian church government or independent/congregationalist

church government the proper model ?

Politics’Economics

Should the US return to the gold standard?

Palitics’Economics

Should taxes be raised or spending cut to reduce the budget deficit?

Palitics’Economics

ISNAFTA agood or bad thing?

The Environment | Should the US have adopted the Kyoto Tresaty relating to global
warming?
History Was the US migtake in the Vietham War ever getting into it or not
fighting it to victory?
Agriculture Should the government subsdize US farming?
Agriculture Should the US dlow imported food products from nations with lower
agricultural standards?
Agriculture Are the advantages of organic farming judtified or hyped?
Entertainment Should people watch the Star Wars movie or not?
Diet/Nuitrition Should people use the Adkins diet?




HANDOUT 17: TOURNAMENT TABULATION SHEET

Group A Speakers:
Club Member Scores by Individual Judges Total of All
Scores

+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +

The Group A speaker with the highest total of al scoreswas

Group B Speakers:

Club Member Scor es by Individual Judges Total of All
Scores

+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +
+ + + + + + +

The Group B speaker with the highest tota of al scores was

a4
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HANDOUT 18: INSTRUCTIONSFOR JUDGING SPEECH AND DEBATE
TOURNAMENT

Judging should not be based upon whether you agree with the position of the speaker, but a
fair rating based upon each criterion being rated on rating sheet.

It will be presumed in the debate section of the speech and debate tournament that thereis
agreement with the following proposition: “The Old and New Testaments of the Bible are
the true and infdlible word of God.” If thereis not agreement with that proposition among
those who will be debating, then they need to debate that proposition, and not some other
topic. Soif some other topic is being debated, and one of the debaters argues against an
argument based upon scripture, that scripture is not true or does not matter, then that
refutation should be regarded as inadmissible by the judges. (Note to debaters. make sure
if you disagree with the proposition “The Old and New Testaments of the Bible are the true
and infdlible word of God.” that you let us know so that proposition itself can be the debate
topic.)

Judges should flow the debate, so they can determine how well arguments of the opposing
debater have been refuted.

V)



SECTION FIVE: SUMMARY OF
APOLOGETICS MATERIALS
BY BAHNSEN



In this section we have included two essays (one by D. Parnell McCarter and one by Cavin
McCarter) summarizing the contentsin Always Ready: Directions for Defending the Faith by
the late Dr. Greg Bahnsen and “The Great Debate”’ between Bahnsen and Stein. These
summaries may be helpful for club coaches wishing to summarize the contents of these

apol ogetic resources.

The Great Debate

June 5, 2005
By Calvin B. McCarter
Speech and Debate Theory

The Univergty of Cdifornia, Irvine held a debate on one of the most important philosophica
questions—"“Does God exist?” Dr. Greg Bahnsen, a Christian professor, pastor and writer,
defended the affirmative Sde. He has written severd books on Chridtianity, including Always
Ready. In this book, he introduces how to defend the Christian faith from a biblica perspective.
He says the Chrigtian method of defending the fath is to examine whole worldviews to show
how only Chridianity is logicaly conssent, cdled the “presuppodtiond” gpproach. The
negative side was represented by Dr. Gordon Stein, a prominent atheist. From the debate that
followed, we see the foolishness of denying God and the truth of the Bible. In addition, by
watching Dr. Bahnsen gpply principles introduced in his book, we can learn how to debate in a
Chridian manner, especidly in the defense of the faith.

Let us now begin to examine the debate by consdering Bahnsen's case for God' s existence. He
first shows the necessty for presuppodtions in forming a worldview; people of dl faths, he
says, must make assumptions. The correct worldview is the one that does not contradict itself
and is congstent with human experience. For the rest of the debate, Bahnsen attempts to
demondrate that the athelst worldview is contradictory, while the Chrigtian worldview is
logcaly consgtent.

Bahnsen's case for God is that the atheist worldview cannot account for any universal aosolutes
— logicd, mord, or scientific — while the Chrigtian worldview is logicaly consgtent. He shows
that there would be no basis for laws of logic in asoldy materid world in which everything must
be proved on an empiricd basis. In addition, if logica laws are merely human conventions, as
Stein supposes, why are one person’s laws superior to another’ s? In addition, he asks, why is
logic unchangesble and true everywhere if there is no God? In concluson, Bahnsen
demondtrates how Stein and dl other atheists “sted” from the Christian worldview to account
for logicd laws which atheism cannot explain.



The second proof of the existence of God, according to Dr. Bahnsen, is the existence of mord
laws. He showed how laws of mordity could not exist without a Christian God. Nothing can be
“good” or “bad” in the soldy materid world that atheists believe in. Stein dates that “bad” is
anything that leads to a generd decrease in human happiness, but Bahnsen is able to show that
this definition of “good’ is flawed and arbitrary. Ultimately, Bahnsen is able to show that
everybody — even atheists — consders morality an absolute, but that this view isonly possblein
a Chrigian worldview.

The laws of science are the third type of law that only Chrigtianity explains. Bahnsen says that
science presupposes God's existence by assuming that scientific observations repeat. He says
that we could not expect the behavior of anything to be congtant in a chance atheistic universe.
Through the whole course of the debate, Bahnsen is able to prove that atheism does not
account for scientific laws, but that a belief in a Christian God is the basis of science. Based on
these reasons, Bahnsen says that atheists must assume God's existence to account for
absolutes, but that they still suppress their knowledge of Him.

Stein tried to refute Bahnsen's case for God's existence, but his response was wesk and
ineffective. His explanation of laws of logic varied throughout the debate. He first Sated that
these laws were human conventions, but he later said that 1ogic was sdf-verifying when Bahnsen
presed him. He even suggested that requiring him to explain logic would be unfar.
Undoubtedly, Stein’s atheism cannot cope with the existence of logica laws.

His defense of athelsm with reference to mord standards was equally digointed. As previoudy
noted, Stein maintained that humans have agreed that evil is anything that leadsto adecreasein
human happiness. However, he never explains why universal principals can be based on human
agreement, and why human happinessis an ided and mattersin an atheistic universe.

In response to Bahnsen's third reason for God' s existence, Stein said that science is compatible
with athesm and is, in fact, aheidic. He dtated that science assumes no divine intervention;
science is supposedly based on probability. However, this disregards the fact that scientific laws
are conddered certain, rather than probable expectations that may or may not prove to be
correct.

In this portion of the debate, Bahnsen's arguments were clearly more persuasve. Using the
presuppositiona gpproach by andyzing the entire atheistic worldview, he showed how illogicd it
isto deny God. Rather than launch into a piecemed case for why a* Supreme Being” probably
exigs, Bahnsen was able to prove the existence of the Christian God and worldview. In stark
contrast, Dr. Stein was unable to refute Bahnsen's case for God' s existence. He smply failed to
show how atheism could account for universa laws.

Let us now examine why Stein says a Chrigian God cannot exist.  His firgt reason was the
famous problem of evil—why a good God would dlow evil. Dr. Stein askswhy Chrigiansdie
adong with aheigs and why God does not “prove Himsdf” so that atheists would believe in
Him. He dso attacks Chrigtianity on the basis of bad professing Chrigtians.



His second reason againgt God's existence raises the problem of suffering. Stein says a good
God would never dlow death and pain in the world, ignoring that the Bible says it comes from
sn. Of course, this brings the issue back to the problem of evil.

Dr. Bahnsen addressed these issues and was able to disprove the supposed contradiction
between agood God and evil. He firgt asked how Stein, as an athelst, could use the term “evil”
because atheism cannot account for evil. In other words, Stein borrows from Chritianity to
form a concept of evil, and then usesit to attack Chrigtianity. Dr. Bahnsen then showed how sin
and suffering is compatible with God's exisence. He sad that the rebdlion of man causes
auffering and death. In my opinion, Bahnsen did not fully explain how there is no incongruity
between evil and God's existence as described in his book, Always Ready. However, Dr.
Bahnsen il refuted Stein’ s arguments againgt God' s existence.

By the end of the debate, Bahnsen had proved that the Christian God exists and that dternatives
such as atheism are actudly impossible. Why was his case more persuasive than Dr. Stein’s? By
following the “presuppositiona” gpproach, he showed the fasehood of the atheistic worldview
by demongrating that it cannot account for any universd laws, and successfully articulated the
truth of Chrigtianity. And by humbly yet boldly presenting the gospd, he provides us an example
of how to be dways ready to defend the faith.

The Great Debate
D. Parnell McCarter, May 2005

Dr. Greg Bahnsen, with his powerful arguments for the existence of God, won the
debate againgt Dr. Gordon Stein, an atheist. Bahnsen used a presuppositiond approach in the
debate and made a strong case that lawsin reation to logic, science, and mordity are
impossible without atheistic worldview. In contrast, Stein wavered on the definition of atheism,
failed to respond to Bahnsen's arguments, and made some faulty assertions of hisown. While
both sides raised important points, Dr. Bahnsen won the debate in making the case for God's
exigence.

Bahnsen made a number of pointsin his convincing case for God's exisence. He
asserted that the laws of logic, science, and mordity imply the existence of God. Bahnsen said
that the laws of logic are necessary and universal and that they are not merdly conventiond or
inferred from observations. He said that for these laws to be universd, requires God whose
thought are inherently characterized by logic. Bahnsen aso described the “neutrdity fdlacy,”
which he said pretendsit is possible to not have presuppositions. Bahnsen noted that Stein, for
ingtance, presupposes that supernatura events do not exist. Bahnsen adso said suffering and sin
are aresult of man’'srebellion, and not God'sfault. Hein addition pointed out that towards the



end of the debate Stein changed his definition of atheism. Bahnsen argued effectively for God's
existence with a number of powerful points.

Dr. Bahnsen's arguments were generdly consstent with hisingtructions for defending
the Chrigtian faith in hisbook, Always Ready. First, he used a presuppositiona approach,
arguing that everyone looks a an issue with assumptions. Second, he showed how Stein’s own
arguments required God' s existence and therefore Stein was being inconsstent. Findly,
Bahnsen was unafraid to defend specificdly the Chrigtian faith and the Bible. Though there
were some statements made by Stein that could have probably been refuted more powerfully,
Bahnsen' s arguments mostly reflected the advice in his gpologetics book.

While making some noteworthy arguments, Dr. Gordon Stein clearly failed to defend
atheism and refute Bahnsen's points.  First, Stein wavered in his definition of atheism. At the
dart of the debate, Stein said that atheists Smply believe that God' s existence has yet to be
proven, but towards the end of the debate, he said that atheists believe that it is clear God does
not exist. Second, Stein spent a significant amount of his time refuting the stic arguments that
Bahnsen did not even make. When Stein did attempt to respond to Bahnsen's arguments, they
were fairly weak. For ingtance, in response to Bahnsen's argument regarding the laws of logic,
Stein clamed said that those laws are smply aconvention. Of course, Stein in redlity treated
the laws of logic as binding and universa in the way he argued. He aso claimed that science
uses an atheistic worldview but failed to address Bahnsen's argument that their must have been
a Creator who made scientific laws. Perhgps Stein’ s weakest defense of atheism was that on
mordity. He said that laws of mordity do not require God' s existence but that instead mordity
iswhat makes the most number of people happy. Even though such a sandard might seem to
make sense, without God, one cannot say it iswrong to break such ahumanly devised definition
of mordity. Dr. Stein raised some other points worth noting. He asked why many Chrigtians
areimmora and how God and evil can coexist. He aso asked why natura disasterskill both
Chrigians and nonChrigtians. While Dr. Stein did raise afew pertinent questions, his
arguments were faulty and contradictory.

Bahnsen succinctly made the case for the existence of God using presuppostiona
arguments. His statements reflected the directions for defending the faith in his book, and he
effectively rebutted Stein’s assertions. In contrast, Stein was unable to defend his atheism. The
debate between Drs. Bahnsen and Stein vindicated the presuppositiona approach to defending
the existence of God and the Chridtian faith.
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SECTION SIX: SOME SUGGESTED AGENDA
OF OTHER MEETINGS



A debate tournament according to the rules and format at Handout 12

A ‘press conference’ type format where each club member gives abrief speech
outlining his views on various topics and then is peppered with questions by club
membersin the audience. Club membersin the audience would raise their hands and be
called upon by the speaker to pose the question.
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