CHAPTER 30: RISE AND ESTABLISHMENT OF
PROTESTANTISM AT GENEVA

Before returning to the open stage of the great Empires of France and Germany, and
resuming our narraive of the renovating powers which the Reformation had cdled forth,
with the great socid and political revolutions which camein its train, we must devote our
attention to a city that is about to become the second metropolis of Protestantism.

Geneva dates from before the Christian era. Buried amid the dense shadows of paganism,
and afterwards amid the not less dense shadows of Popery, Geneva remained for ages
unknown, and gave no augury to the world of the important part it was destined to play,
at amogt eventful epoch, in the history of nations.

Higtoricdly, Geneva comes firg into view in connection with the Roman Emperor Julius,
who stumbled upon it as he was pursuing his career of northern conquest, and wrote its
namein his Commentaries, where it figures as "the last fortress of the Allobroges.”
Under Honorius, in the fourth century, it became acity. It rose into some eminence in the
days of Charlemagne. The dissolution of the Empire of Charlemagne set Genevafreeto
condder after what fashion it should govern itsdf. At this crigsits bishop stepped
forward and claimed, in addition to its spiritud oversight, theright to exerciseits
tempora government. The citizens conceded the clam only within certain limits. Still
preserving their liberties, they took the bishop into partnership with them in the civic
jurisdiction. The eection of the bishop wasin the hands of the people, and, before
permitting him to mount the episcopa chair, they made him take an oath to preserve their
franchises. In the middle of the thirteenth century the independence of Geneva began to
be menaced by the Counts of Savoy. That ambitious house, which was laboring to exalt
itsdlf by absorbing its neighbors territory into its own, had cast covetous eyes upon
Geneva It would round off their dominions; besides, they were sharp-sSghted enough to
see that there were certain principles a work in thislittle Alpine town which made them
unessy. But neither intrigues nor arms — and the Princes of Savoy employed both —
could prevail to this end. The citizens of Geneva knew how it fared with them under the
gaff of their bishop, but they did not know how it might go with them under the sword of
the warrior, and s0 they stubbornly declined the protection of their powerful neighbor.

In the fifteenth century, the Counts of Savoy, now become dukes, till persevering in
their attempts to bring the brave little city under their yoke, besought the aid of a power
which history atests has done more than al the dukes and warriors of Christendom to
extinguish liberty. Duke Amadeus V111, who had added Piedmont to his hereditary
dominions, asif to exemplify the adage that "ambition grows by what it feeds on,”
petitioned Pope Martin V to vest in him the secular lordship of Geneva.

The citizens scented what was in the wind, and knowing that *Rome ought not to lay its
paw upon kingdoms," resolved to brave the Pope himsdf if need were. Laying their
hands upon the Gospels, they exclaimed, "No dienation of the city or of itsterritory —
this we swear." Amadeus withdrew before the firm attitude of the Genevese.



Not so the Pope; he continued to prosecute the intrigue, deeming the little town but a nest
of eaglets among crags, which it were wise betimes to pull down. But, more crafty than
the duke, he tried another tack. Depriving the citizens of the right of decting their bishop,
Martin V took the nomination into his own hands, and thus opened the way for quietly
trandferring the municipa rule of Genevarto the House of Savoy. All he had now to do
was to gppoint a Prince of Savoy as its bishop. By-and- by this was done; and the struggle
with the Savoy power was no longer outside the wals only, it was mainly within. The era
that now opened to Geneva was a scormy and bloody one. Intrigues and rumors of
intrigues kept the citizens in perpetud disquiet. The city saw itsalf stripped of its
privileges and immunities one by one. The absorption of one petty principdity after
another was daily enlarging the dominions of the duke, which, sweeping past and around
Geneva, enclosed it asin anet, with a hogtile land bristling with castles and swarming
with foes.

At that moment anew life suddenly sprang up in the devoted city. To preserve the
remnant of their franchises was not enough; the citizens resolved to recover what liberties
had been logt. In order to this many battles had to be fought, and much blood spilt. Leo X,
about the same time that he dispatched Tetzdl to Germany to sdl indulgences, sent a
scion of the House of Savoy to Geneva (1513) as bishop. By the first the Pope drew forth
Luther from his convent, by the second he paved the way for Cavin. The newly-
gppointed bishop, known in history asthe' Bastard of Savoy," brought to the episcopa
throne of Geneva abody foul with disease, the fruit of his debaucheries, and a soul yet
more foul with deceitful and bloody passions, but afit tool for the purposein hand. The
matter had been nicely arranged between the Pope, the duke, and the Bastard. From that
time there was ceasdless and hitter war between the citizens of Geneva on one side, and
the duke and the bishop on the other.

Charles 11, Duke of Savoy and Piedmont, claimed the right to rule over Geneva, and
prosecuted his claims accordingly. Hisforces fought to win Geneva, and began a process
of executing those Genevan leaders who dared to resst. With every head that fell by his
executioners, he deemed himself a stage nearer to the success he panted to attain. Some
illugtrious heads had dready falen; so many more, say twenty, or it might be thirty, and
he would be Lord of Geneva; the smal but much-coveted principality would be part of
Savoy, and the object so intently pursued by himsdf and his ancestors for long years
would be redlized. The duke was but practicing a deception upon himsdlf. Every head he
cut off dug more deeply the gulf which divided him from the sovereignty of Geneva;
every drop of blood he spilt but strengthened the resolution in the hearts of the patriots
that never should the duke call them his subjects.

Nevertheless, what with stratagem this hour and violence the next — treachery within
Geneva and soldiers and cannon outside of it — it did seem asiif the duke were making
way, and the proud little city must, by-and- by, lay its independence at hisfeet. In fact,

for amoment, Geneva did succumb. On the 15th of September, 1525, the duke surprised
the city with a numerous host. Those who resisted had nothing left them but massacre or
Speedy flight. Fleeing through the woods, pursued by Savoyard archers, some escaped to
Bern, othersto Friberg. The duke, having entered the city, summoned a council of such



dtizens as were il to be found in it, and with the axes of his haberdiers suspended over
their heads, these spiritless and lukewarm men promised to accept him as their prince.
But the vow of dlegiance given in the "Council of Halberds' to-day was revoked on the
morrow. The duke was &t first stunned, and next he was terrified, a this sudden reviva of
opposition, when he believed it had been trampled out. Influenced by this mysterious
fear, he hadlily |eft Geneva, never again to enter it, and let fall, after having ssemingly
secured it, what he and his ancestors had been struggling for generations to grasp.

The duke had but scattered the fire, not extinguished it. The parts of Switzerland to which
the patriots had fled were precisely those where the light of the Reformation was
bresking. At Bern and Friburg the exiles of Geneva had an opportunity of studying higher
models of freedom than any they had aforetime come in contact with. They had been sent
to school, and their hearts softened by adversity, were peculiarly open to the higher
teaching now addressed to them. Fruitful, indeed, were the months which the Genevese
exiles spent abroad. When they reunited in February, 1526, after the flight of the duke, a
new erareturned with them. Thear sufferings had dicited the sympathy, and their
characters had won the admiration, of the noblest among the citizens of the States where
they had been sojourning. They recognized the important bearing upon Swiss liberty of
the struggle which Geneva had maintained. It was the extreme citadd of the Swiss
territory towards the south;, it barred the invader's road from the Alps, and it was
impossible to withhold from the little town the need of praise for the chivary and

devotion with which, sngle-handed, it had taken its stand at this Swiss Thermopylae, and
hdd it a dl hazards.

But it was not right, they felt, to leave this city longer initsisolation. For their own sakes,
aswdll asfor Genevals, they must extend the hand of friendship to it. An dliance
offengve and defensive was formed between the three governments of Bern, Friburg, and
Geneva. If the conflicts of the latter city were not yet ended, it no longer stood aone. By
its Sde were now two powerful dlies. Whoso touched itsindependence, touched theirs. If
the Gospel had not yet entered Geneva, its gates stood open towards that quarter of the
sky which therising sun of the Reformation was flooding with his beams.

Geneva had thus chased the duke across the mountains to return no more. It had formed
an dliance with Bern and Friburg without waiting for the consent of its prince-bishop;
thiswas in effect to hold his tempord authority null, and to take the sovereignty into its
own hands. But though on the road, Geneva had not yet arrived at the god. A powerful
oppressor had her in his grip, namely, the Romish Church.

Let usturn to the movements outside the city, which, without concert on the part of their
originators, fdl in with the efforts of the champions of liberty within it for the complete
emancipation of Geneva. It isthe second stage of Reformation in Switzerland that we
are now briefly to sketch. The commencement and progress of the first we have dready
traced. Beginning with the preaching of Zwingle in the convent of Eindedein, the
movement in alittle time transferred itsdf to Zurich; and thence it rapidly spreed to the
neighboring towns and cantons in Eastern Helvetia, extending from Bade on the frontier
of Germany on the north, to Choire on the borders of Italy on the south. The Forest



Cantons, however, continued obedient to Rome. The adherents of the old faith and the
champions of the new met on the bloody field of Kappel. The sword gave the victory to
Romanism. The bravest and best of the citizens of Zurich lay stretched upon the battle-
field. Among the dain was Zwingle. But though the cdamity of Kappd arrested, it did
not extinguish, the movement; on the contrary, it tended eventudly to consolidate and
quicken it by impressing upon its friends the necessity of union. In after years, when
Geneva came to occupy the place in the second Helvetian movement which Zurich had
donein thefirg, the divison among the Reformed cantons which had led to the terrible
disaster of 1531 was avoided, and there was no second field of Kappd!.

Arriving in Switzerland (1526), Farel took up his abode at Aigle, and there commenced
that campaign which had for its object to conquer to Christ abrave and hardy people
dwelling amid the glaciers of the mountains, or in fertile and sunny valeys, or on the
shores of amiling lakes. The darkness of ages overhung the region, but Farel had brought
hither the light. "Taking the name of Urain,” says Ruchét, "and acting the part of
schoolmaster, he mingled, with the dements of secular ingruction, the seeds of Divine
knowledge. Through the minds of the children he gained access to those of the parents;
and when he had gathered allittle flock: around him, he threw off his disguise, and
announced himself as 'William Fardl,’ the minigter." Though he had dropped from the
clouds the priests could not have been more affrighted, nor the people more surprised,
than they were at the sudden metamorphosis of the schoolmaster. Fardl ingtantly mounted
the pulpit. His bold look, hisburning eye, his voice of thunder, his words, rapid, € oquent,
and stamped with the mgjesty of truth, reached the conscience, and increased the number
of those in the valley of Aigle who were dready prepared to take the Word of God for
their guide. But not by one sermon can the prejudices of ages be dispelled.

The priests and people raised agreat clamor, being supported by the cantond officids, in
particular by Jacob de Roverea, Lord of Cret, and Syndic of Aigle. Hearing of the
opposition, the Lords of Bern, whose jurisdiction comprehended Aigle and its
neighborhood, sent acommission to Farel empowering him to explain the scriptures to
the people. The mandate was posted up on the church doors, but instead of caming the
tempest thisintervention of authority only stirred it into fourfold fury. It would seem asif
the gospe would conquer aone, or not at al. The priests burned with zed for the safety
of those flocks to whom before they had hardly ever addressed aword of ingtruction; the
Syndic took their Sde, and the placards of the magistrates of Bern were torn down.

"That cannot be the gospd of Chrigt," said the priests, "seeing the preaching of it does not
bring peace, but war." This enlightened logic, of a piece with that which should accuse

the Snging of the nightingde in a Swiss valey asthe cause of the descent of the
avaanches, convinced the mountaineers. The inhabitants of the four digtricts into which

the territory of Aigle was divided as one man unsheathed the sword. The shepherds who
fed their flocks beneath the glaciers of the Diablerets, hearing that the Church wasin
danger, rushed like an avalanche to the rescue. The herdsmen of the Savoy mountains,
crossing the Rhone, aso hastened to do battle in the good old cause. Tumults broke out at
Box, a Ollon, and other places. Farel saw the tempest gathering, but remained
undismayed. Those who had received the gospd from him were prepared to defend him;



but were it not better to prevent the effusion of blood, to which the matter was fast
tending, and go and preach the gospd in other parts of thislovely but benighted land?

This was the course he adopted; but, in retiring, he had the satisfaction of thinking that he
had planted the standard of the cross at the foot of the mighty Dent de Morcles, and that
he left behind him men whose eyes had been opened, and who would never again bow
the knee to the idols their fathers had served. Soon theresfter, Aigle and Bex, by
mgorities, gave their voices for the Reform; but the parishes that lay higher up amid the
mountains declared that they would abide in the old faith.

Whither should Fardl go next? Lausanne had a bishop, a college of rich canons, and a
numerous staff of priests. It had besdes an annud fair, to which troops of pilgrims
resorted, to pray before the image of "Our Lady," and to buy indulgences and other
trinkets: atraffic that enriched at once the Church and the towns- people. But though one
could hardly stir agtep in its streets without meeting a"holy man" or apious pilgrim, the
place was avery sink of corruption. There was need, verily, of a purifying stream being
turned in upon thisfilthy place. Fardl essayed to do so, but hisfirg attempt was not
successful, and he turned away upon another tack.

Repulsed from Lausanne, Fardl arrived at Morat. This was then arenowned and fortified
town. Situated between France and Germany, the two languages were spoken equdly in
it. Farel brought with him an authorization from the Lords of Bern empowering him to
preach, not only throughout the extent of their own territories, but <o in that of ther
dlies, provided they gave consent.

Here his preaching was not without fruit; but the mgority of the citizens eecting to abide
gl by Rome, he retraced his steps, and presented himself a second time before
Lausanne. He was ambitious of subduing this stronghold of darkness to the Savior. This
time he brought with him aletter from the Lords of Bern, who had jurisdiction in those
parts, and naturaly wished to see ther dlies of the same faith with themselves, but even
thisfailed to procure him liberty to evangelize in Lausanne. The Council of Sixty read the
letter of their Excdllencies of Bern, and civilly replied that "It belonged not to them, but
to the bishop and chapter, to admit preachersinto the pulpits.” The Council of Two
Hundred aso found that they had no power in the matter. Farel had again to depart and
leave those whom he would have led into the pastures of truth to the care of shepherds
who knew 0 in to feed but were so killful to fleece their flocks,

Agan turning northwards, he made a short hat a Morat. Thistime the victory of the
gospd was complete, and thisimportant town was placed (1529) in the list of Protestant
cities. Fard fdt that a mighty unseen power was traveling with him, opening the
undergtandings, meting the hearts of men, and he would press on and win other cities
and cantons to the gospel. He crossed the lovely lake and presented himsalf in Neuchatel,
which had lately returned under the scepter of its former mistress, Jeanne de Hochberg,
the only daughter and heiress of Philip, Count of Neuchatel, who died in 1503. She
regained in her widowhood the principdity of Neuchatd, which she had logt in the
lifetime of her husband, Louis d'Orleans, Duke of Longueville. No one could enter this



city without having ocular demondration thet religion was the dominant interest in it —
meaning thereby a greet cathedrd on a conspicuous Site, with afull complement of
canons, priests, and monks, who furnished the usua store of pomps, dramas, indulgences,
banquetings, and scandals. In the midst of a devotion of this sort, Neuchatd was startled
by aman of smdl gature, red beard, glittering eye, and stentorian voice, who sood up in
the market- place, and announced that he had brought areligion, not from Rome, but from
the Bible.

The men with shaven crowns were struck dumb with astonishment. When at length they
found their voices, they said, "Let us beat out hisbrains” "Duck him, duck him," cried
others. They fought with such wegpons as they had; their ignorance forbade their
opposing doctrine with doctrine. Fard lifted up his voice above their clamor. His
preaching was felt to be not an idle tale, nor a piece of incomprehensible mysticism, but
words of power —the words of God. Neuchatel was carried by storm. 1t did not as yet
formally declare for Reform; but it was soon to do so.

Having kindled the fire, and knowing that dl the efforts of the priests would not succeed
in extinguishing it, Fard departed to evangdize in the mountains and valeyswhich lie
around the smiling waters of Morat and Neuchatd. It was winter (January, 1530), and
cold, hunger, and weariness were his frequent attendants. Every hour, more-over, he was
in peril of hislife. The priests perfectly understood that if they did not make away with
him he would make away with "religion” — thet is, with thair tithes and offerings, their
processions and orgies. They did dl in their power to save "religion.” They suspended
their quarrels with one another, they stole some hours from their deep, they even sole
some hours from the table in their zed to warn their flocks againgt the "wolf," and
impress them with a salutary dread of what their fate would be, should they become his
prey. On one occasion, in the Va de Ruz, in the mountains that overhang the Lake of
Neuchatel, the Reformer was seized and beaten dmost to degth.

Nothing, however, could stop him. He would, at times, mount the pulpit while the priest
was in the act of ceebrating mass at the dtar, and drown the chants of the missa by the
thunder of his doquence. This boldness had diverse results. Sometimes the old bigotry
would resume its sway, and the audience would pull the preacher violently out of the
pulpit; a other times the arrow of conviction would enter. The priest would hadtily strip
himsdf of stole and chasuble, and cast the implements of sacrifice from his hands, while
the congregation would demoalish the dtar, remove the images, and give in their adhesion
to the new faith. In three weeks time four villages of the region had embraced the
Reformed faith. The firgt of these was the village of Kertezers, the church of which had
been given in the year 962 to the Abbey of Payerne, by Queen Berthe, wife of Rodolph
11, King of Burgundy, foundress of the abbey. Since that time— that is, during 568 years—
the religious of Payerne had been the patrons of that church, the cure of which was their
vicar. Asthe Reformed were no longer served by him, they petitioned their superiors at
Bern for a Reformed pastor. Their request was granted, and it was arranged that the
Popish cure and the Protestant minister should divide the stipend between them.  The
cups, pictures, marbles, and other vauables of the churches were sold, and therewith
were provided stipends for the pastors, hospitals for the poor and sick, schools for the



youth, and if aught remained it was given to the State.  The zed of the citizens of Mery
outran their discretion. They overturned the atars and images before the Reformation had
obtained a mgjority of votes. This furnished occasion to the Lords of Friburg to complain
to those of Bern that their subjects in the Jura were infringing the settlement that

regulated the progress of the Protestant faith. A few weeks, however, put dl right, by
giving amgority of votesin Mery to the Reformation. Thus did the gospel cast down the
strongholds of error, and its preacher, in the midst of weakness, was triumphant. The
goring and summer sufficed to establish the Reformed faith in greet part of this region.

Farel was now advancing to complete his conquest of Neuchatel. During his absence the
Reformation had been fermenting. He entered the city at the right moment. Despite the
opposition of the princess, of George de Rive, her deputy, and the priests, who sounded
the tocsin to rouse the people, the magistrates, after deliberation, passed a decree opening
the cathedra to the Reformed worship; and the citizens, forming round Farel, and
climbing the hill on which the cathedral stood, placed him in the pulpit, notwithstanding
the resstance of the canons. The solemnity of the crisis hushed the vast congregetion into
dillness. Fard's sermon was one of the most powerful he had ever delivered, and when
he closed, lo amighty wind, felt though it could not be seen, passed over the peopl el
They dl a once cried out, "We will follow the Protestant religion, both we and our
children; and in it will we live and die”

Having restored the gospe with its sublime doctrines and its worship in the spirit, the
Neuchatdansfelt that they had no longer need of those symbols by which Popery sets
forth its mysteries, and through which the materid worship of its votariesis offered. They
proceeded forthwith to purge the church: they dismantled the dtars, broke the images,
tore down the pictures and crucifixes, and carrying them out, cast them down from the
summit of the terrace on which the cathedrd stands.

Soon theresfter the citizens of Neuchatel, climbing the hill on which stood the governor's
castle, presented themsalves before the governor and deputies from Bern. They had
assembled to vote on the question whether Romanism or Protestantism should be the
religion of Neuchatel. A mgority of eighteen votes gave the victory to the Reformation.
No one was compelled to abandon Popery, but the cathedra was henceforward
gppropriated to the Protestant worship, and the Reformation was legaly established.

Vadlangin, the town of next importance in this part of the Jura, followed soon theregafter
the example Neuchatel. The issue here was precipitated by a shameful expedient to which
the Papists had recourse, and which was of a sort that history refusesto chronicle. It was
afar-day; Antoine Marcourt, the Pastor of Neuchatel, was preaching in the market-place.
A large and attentive congregation was lisening to him, when arevolting spectacle was
exhibited which was contrived to affront the preacher, insult the audience, and drive the
gogpe from the place amid jeers and laughter. The trick recoiled upon its authors. It was
Popery that had to flee. A sudden gust of indignation shook the crowd. The multitudes
rushed toward the cathedra. Who shal now save the saints? The priests have unchained
windswhich it is beyond their power to control. Altar, image, and monumental statue, al
went down before the tempest. The relics were scattered about. Even therich oridls,



which flecked, with their glorious tints, stone floor and massive column, were not spared.
The edifice, dl aglow but afew moments before with the curious and beautiful picturings
of chisel and pencil, was now awreck. The popular vengeance was not yet appeased. The
furious multitude was next seen directing its course towards the residences of the canons.
The terrified clerics had dready fled to the woods, but if their persons escaped, thelr
houses were sacked. By-and-by the storm spent itself, and calmer fedlings returned to the
breasts of the citizens. They ascended the hill on which stood the cagtle of the Countess

of Arberg, who governed Valangin, under the suzerainty of Bern. The authorities
trembled when they saw them gpproach, and were greetly relieved when they learned that
they had come with no more hostile intent than to demand the punishment of the
perpetrators of the outrage. The countess gave orders for the punishment of the guilty,
though she was sugpected of connivance in the affair. Asto al beyond, the matter was
referred to Bern, and their Excellencies rightly decided that the townspeople should pay
for the works of art which they had destroyed, and that the countess in return should grant
the free professon of the Reformed faith. The sum in which the citizens were amerced

we do not know, but it must have been large indeed if it did not leave them immense
ganers by the exchange.

It was Geneva though that Fard dl dong had in his eye. But like awise genera he would
not advance too fast; he would leave behind him no post of the enemy untaken; he
intended that Geneva should be conquered once for dl; he would enter its gates only after
he had subdued the country around, and hang out the banner of the gospe upon its
ramparts when Geneva had become mistress of arenovated region. And it pleased the
Captain whom he served to give him his desire.

There was ashort hdt in the march of this spiritual conqueror. At St. Blaise, on the
northern shore of the Lake of Neuchatel, Farel was set upon by a mob, ingtigated by the
priests, and aimost beaten to death. Covered with bruises, spitting blood, and so
disfigured as scarcely to be recognized by hisfriends, he was put into asmal bodt,
carried across the lake, and nursed at Morat. He had barely recovered his strength when
he rose from bed, and set out for Orbe to evangdlize. Orbe was an ancient town at the foot
of the Jura, on the picturesque banks of a stream of the same name. It lay nearer Geneva
than Neuchatel. Watered by rivulets from the mountains, the gardens that surrounded it
were of more than ordinary beauty and luxuriance, but spiritualy Orbe was awilderness,
a"land where no water was" The Reformer would have given it "living weter;" but,
unhappily, Orbe, with its numerous priests, its rich convents, and its famous ssters of S
Claire, some of whom were of roya lineage, did not thirst for such water. Its good
Catholics strove to render Fardl's journey of no avail. With this view they had recourse to
expedients, some of which were tragic, others smply ludicrous. One of them isworth
chronicling for its origindity. It was agreed to outmaneuver the evangelist by staying

away —amaderly policy in the case of a preacher so attractive — but in one instance the
policy was departed from. One day, when Fardl entered the pulpit, a most extraordinary
scene presented itself. He beheld three adults only present, while the church was nearly
filled with children. The latter lay perfectly flat asif sound adeep. But the moment Farel
began to preach they jumped up, as puppets do when the string is pulled, and began to
sng and dance, to laugh and scream. Fardl's voice was completely drowned by the noise.



This scene continued for sometime; at length the little ragamuffins made their exit inan
uproar of screaming and howling. Fard was now left in quiet, but with no oneto listen to
him. "And this," says a Popish chronicler, "was the first sermon preached in the town of
Orbe."

Nevertheless the Reformer persevered. Soon asmall but select number of converts
gathered round him, some of them of good position in society. Farel celebrated the
Lord's Supper, for thefirst time in Orbe, to alittle congregation of seven. Having
preached in the morning, the bread and wine were placed on the table, and the
communicants recelved them knedling. Fard demanded of them whether they forgave
one ancther, and receiving an afirmative reply, he digtributed the d ements to them. In
the afternoon the Papists entered the church, and commenced the chanting of mass.”

Farel was beginning to think that Orbe was dready won, when unhappily these bright
prospects were suddenly dashed by the indiscreet zed of one of the evangdists. Thinking
to reform Orbe by a coup, this person, with the help of twelve companions, pulled down
one day dl theimagesin its seven churches. Theillegal and improper destruction of the
idols but prolonged the reign of idolatry. A reaction set in, and it was not till twenty years
thereafter that Orbe placed itsdf in the rank of Reformed cities. It served as an excdllent
lesson that true Reformation is to be done decently and in order, not usurping the civil
authority.

But if Orbe remained Roman it had the honor of giving to the Reformation one of its
loveliest spirits and most persuasive preachers. Peter Viret was born in thistown in 1511.
His father was awool-dresser. Swest, studious, and of eevated soul, the son gave himsdlf
to the service of the dtar. He was educated at the Sorbonne in Paris, where he remained
about three years. He attained the peace of the gospd, like most of the Reformers, by
passing through the waters of anguish; but in his case "the floods' were not so deep asin
that of Luther and Cavin. When he returned to his nétive city, he entered the pulpit at the
entreaty of Farel, and preached to his townsmen. The sweetness of his voice, the beauty
of hisideas, and the modesty of his manner held his hearers captive. It was seen that he
who distributes to his servants as he pleases for the edification of his body, the church,
had given to Viret his specid gift. He did not possess the glowing imagery and ardor of
Luther, nor the fiery energy of Fardl, nor the thrilling power of Zwingle, nor the cam,
towering, and dl-mastering genius of Cavin; but his preaching, nevertheless, had a
charm which was not found in that of any of those great men. Immense crowds gathered
round him in Switzerland and the south of France, whenever he stood up to preach. He
was indeed a polished shaft in the hand of the Almighty.

Fardl had to fall back from before Orbe; but if he retreated it was to wage fresh combats
and to win new victories. He next visited Grandson, a the western extremity of the Lake
of Neuchatd. The priests, darmed at hisarriva, rosein arms, and drove him away. Bern
now interposed its authority for his protection. Their Excellencies would compel no one

to become a Protestant, but they were determined to permit the two faiths to be heard, and
the citizens to make their choice between the sermon and the mass. Taking with him

Viret, Farel returned to Grandson, where he was joined by athird, De Glutinis, an



evangdigt from the Bernese Jura. They preached Sunday and weekday. The heresy was
bresking in like atorrent. But resistance was gredt.

Fardl carried on the campaign. Every hour he encountered new perils, every day there
awaited him fresh persecutions; but it more than consoled him to think that he was
winning victory after victory. He remembered thet Smilar foes had beset the path of the
firgt preachers of the gospe in the cities of AsaMinor at the beginning of the Chrigtian
dispensation, to those which obstructed his own in the towns and villages of thisregion.
But in the face of that opposition, how marvelous had his success been — not his, but that
of the invisble Power that was moving before him! Among the towns won to the gospel
— the beginning of his strength — he could count Neuchatel, and Vdlangin, and Morét,
and Grandson, and Aigle, and Bex, and partidly Orbe. Every day the fidds were growing
ripe unto the harvest; able and zedl ous |aborers were coming to hisaid in the regping of
it. By-and-by he hoped to carry home the last sheef, in the conversion of Geneva.

Thereis no grander valley in Switzerland than the basin of the Rhone, whose collected
floods, confined within smiling shores, form the Leman. But this fertile and lovely land,

a the time we write of, was one of the strongholds of the Papacy. Cathedrds, abbacies,
rich convents, and famous shrines, which attracted yearly troops of pilgrims, were thickly
planted throughout the valey of the Leman. These were so many fortresses by which
Rome kept the country in subjection.

William Farel had need to be clad in the armor of God in going forth to battle amidst such
fortresses. The spiritua campaigns of the sixteenth century produced few such
champions. "His sermons,” says D'Aubigne, "were actions quite as much as abattleis”
We have dready chronicled what he did in these "wars of the Lord" in the Pays de Vaud,
we are now to be engaged in the narrative of hiswork in Geneva.

We have brought down the eventful sory of thislittle city to the time when it formed an
dliance with Bern and Friburg. This brought it alittle help in the bettle which it had
maintained hitherto single-handed againgt tremendous odds. The duke had I€ft it, and
placed the Alps between himself and it, but he had not lost Sight of it. Despairing of being
ableto reduce it by his own power, he sent a messenger to Charles V' a Augsburg,
entreating him to send his soldiers and put him in possession of Geneva. Mogt willingly
would the emperor have put these haughty citizens under the feet of the duke, but his own
hands were at that moment too full to attempt any new enterprise. The Lutheran princes
of Germany, as subborn in their own way as the Genevans were in theirs, were
occasioning Charlesaworld of anxiety, and he could give the duke nothing but promises.
The emperor's plan, as communicated to the duke's envoy, wasfirg to "crush the German
Protestants, and then bring his mailed hand down on the Huguenots of Geneva." Geneva
meanwhile had respite. The Treaty of Nuremberg shortly afterwards set CharlesV free on
the sde of Germany, and left him at liberty to convert the promises he had made the duke
into deeds. But the hour to strike had now passed; amightier power than the emperor had
entered Geneva,

Returning from the Waldensian synod in the valley of Angrogna, in October, 1532, Fard,



who was accompanied by Saunter, could not resist hislong-cherished desire of visiting
Geneva. His ariva was made known to the friends of liberty in that city, and the very
next day the elite of the citizens waited on him at hisinn, the Tour Perce, on the left bank
of the Rhone. He preached twice, setting forth the glorious gospd of the grace of God.
Thetopic of hisfirst address was Holy Scripture, the fountain-heed of dl Divine
knowledge, in contradistinction to tradition of Fathers, or decree of Council, and the only
authority on earth to which the conscience of man was subject. This opened the gates of a
higher liberty than these men had yet understood, or aspired to. They had been shedding
their blood for their franchises, but now the Reformer showed them away by which their
souls might escape from the dark dungeon in which tradition and human authority had
succeeded in shutting them up. The next day Fardl proclaimed to them the great pardon of
God — which congsted, according to his exposition, in the absolutely free forgiveness of
snners bestowed on the footing of an absolutely full and perfect expiation of human

guilt; and this he placed in studious opposition to the pardon of the Pope, which had to be
bought with money or with penances. Thiswas a still wider opening of the gates of anew
world to these men. "This" said Fard, "is the gospd; and this, and nothing short of this,
isliberty, inasmuch as it is the enfranchisement of the whole man, body, conscience, and
soul." The words of the Reformer did not fal on dull or indifferent hearts. The generous
soil, dready watered with the blood of the martyrs of liberty, now received into its bosom
ayet more precious seed. The Old Geneva passed away, and in its place came a New
Geneva, which the wiles of the Pope should not be able to circumvent, nor the arms of
the emperor to subdue.

The priests learned, with a dismay bordering on despair, that the man who had passed
like a devastating tempest over the Pays de Vand, histrack marked by dtars overturned,
images demolished, and canons, monks, and nuns fleeing before him in terror, had come
hither dso. What was to be done? Effectua steps must be promptly taken, otherwise all
would be lost. The gods of Geneva would perish as those of Neuchatel had done.

Fard and Saunter were summoned before the town council. The mgority of the
magistrates received them with angry looks, some of them with bitter words; but happily
Farel carried |etters from their Excellencies of Bern, with whom Genevawasin dliance,
and whom the councilors feared to offend. The Reformers, thus protected, after some
conference, |eft the council-chamber unharmed.

Their acquittal awakened still more the fears of the priests, and as their fear grew so did
their anger. Armed clerics were parading the streets; there was a greet flutter in the
convents. "A shabby little preacher,” said one of the Ssters of S. Claire, with atoss of
the head, "Master William Fardl, hasjust arrived.” The townspeople were bresking out in
tumults. What next was thought of ? An episcopa council met, and under a pretext of
debating the question it summoned the two preachers before them. Two magistrates
accompanied them to see that they returned dive. Some of the episcopa council had
come with arms under their sacerdotal robes. Such was their notion of ardigious
discussion. The Reformers were asked by what authority they preached? Farel replied by
quoting the Divine injunction, "Preach the gospdl to every creature” The meek mgesty

of the answer only provoked a sneer. Inafew minutes the council became excited; the



members sarted to ther feet; they flung themselves upon the two evangdlists; they pulled
them about; they spat upon them, exclaiming, "Come, Fardl, you wicked devil, what
makes you go up and down thus? Whence comest thou? What business brings you to our
city to throw usinto trouble?' When the noise had allittle subsided, Farel made answer
courageoudy, "l am not adevil; | am sent by God as an ambassador of Jesus Chrigt; |
preach Chrigt crucified — dead for our Sns— risen again for our judtification; he that
believeth upon him hath eternd life; he that believeth not is condemned.” "He
blasphemes; heisworthy of death," exclamed some. "To the Rhone, to the Rhone!™
shouted others; "it were better to drown him in the Rhone than permit thiswicked
Lutheran to trouble al the people.” " Speak the words of Chrigt, not of Caigphas,” replied
Farel. Thiswas the signd for ayet more ferocious outbregk. "Kill the Lutheran hound,”
exclamed they. Dom Bergeri, proctor to the chaplain, cried, "Strike, strikel” They closed
round Farel and Saunier; they took hold of them; they struck a them. One of the Grand
Vicar's servants, who carried an arquebus, levelled it at Farel; he pulled the trigger; the
priming flashed. The clatter of arms under the vestments of the priests foreboded atragic
issue to the affair; and doubtless it would speedily have terminated in this melancholy
fashion, but for the vigorous interpostion of the two magidirates.

Rescued from the perils of the episcopa council-hal, worse dangers, if possible,
threastened them outside. A miscellaneous crowd of clerics and laics, armed with clubs
and swords, waited in the street to inflict upon the two heretics the vengeance which it
was just possible they might escape at the hands of the vicar and canons. When the mob
saw them appear, they brandished their wegpons, and raising afrightful noise of hissing
and howling, made ready to rush upon them. It looked as if they were fated to die upon
the spot. At the criticd moment aband of halberdiers, headed by the syndics, came up,
and closing their ranks round the two Reformers escorted them, through the scowling and
hooting crowd, to their inn, the Tour Perce. A guard was stationed at the door al night.
Next morning, a an early hour, appeared a few friends, who taking Fard and Saunter,
and leading them to the shore of the lake, made them embark in asmal boat, and,
carrying them over the quiet waters, landed them in the Pays de Vand, at an unfrequented
spot between Merges and Lausanne. Thence Farel and Saunter went on to Grandson.
Such wastheissue of Fard's first essay in acity on which his eye and heart had so long
rested. It did not promise much; but he had accomplished more than he at the moment
knew.

Infact, Fard wastoo powerful, and his name was of too great prestige, to begin the work.
The seeds of such awork must be deposited by a gentle hand, they must grow up in atill
ar, and only when they have taken root may the winds be suffered to blow. Of this Fard
seems to have become sensible, for we find him looking around for a humbler and fecbler
instrument to send to Geneva. He cast eyes on the young and not very courageous
Froment, and dispatched him to a city where he himsdlf had amost been tornin pieces.

Froment's appearance was so mean that even the Huguenots, as the friends of liberty and
progress in Genevawere styled, turned their backs upon him. What was he to do?
Froment recdled Fard's example a Aigle, and resolved to turn schoolmaster. He hired a
room & the Croix d'Or, near the Molard, and speedily his fame as a teacher of youth



filled Geneva. The lessons Froment taught the children in the schoal, the children taught
the parents when they went home. Gradudly, and in avery short while, the class grew
into a congregation of adults, the school-room into a church, and the teacher into an
evangelis. Reading out a chapter he would explain it with smplicity and impressveness.
Thus did he scatter the seed upon hearts; souls were converted; and the once despised
evangdist, who had been, like a greater missionary, "aroot out of adry ground” to the
Genevans, now saw crowds pressing around him and drinking in hiswords,

Thiswasin the end of the year 1532. The work proceeded apace. From the Pays de Vaud,
arrived New Testaments, tracts, and controversia works, and these, distributed among

the citizens, opened the eyes of many who had not courage to go openly to the
schoolmaster's sermon. Tradesmen and people of al conditions enrolled themsdlves

among the disciples. The socid principle of Chrigtianity began to operate; those who

were of one faith drew together into one society, and meeting at stated timesin one
another's houses, they strove to instruct and strengthen each other. Such were the early
days of the Genevan Church.

Frda camefaith — faith in the free forgiveness of the gospd — next came good works A
reformation of manners followed in Geneva. The Reformed ceased to frequent those
fashionable amusementsin which they had formerly delighted. They banished finery

from their dress, and luxury from their banquets. They made no more costly presentsto
the saints, and the; money thus saved they bestowed on the poor, and especidly the
Protestant exiles whom the risng storms of persecution in France compelled to flee to the
gates of Geneva asto aharbor of refuge. There was hardly a Protestant of note who did
not receive into his house one of these expatriated Chrigtians.

The congregation of Froment in afew weeks grew too large for the modest limits of the
Croix d'Or. One day a greater concourse than usuad assembling at his chape door, and
pressing in vain for admittance, the cry wasraised, "To the Molard!" To the Molard the
crowd marched, carrying with them the preacher. It was New Y ear's Day, 1533. The
Molard was the market-square, and here, mounted on afish-gal — the firgt public pulpit
in Geneva— Froment preached to the multitude. It was his"New Y ear's gift,” asit has
been cdled. Having prayed, he began his sermon by announcing thet "free pardon’-the
ray from the open heavens which leads the eye upward to the throne of a Savior —which
al the Reformers, treading in the steps of the Apostles, placed in the foreground of their
teaching. From this he went on to present to his hearers the lineaments of the "false
prophets’ and "idolatrous priests’ as painted in the Old and New Testaments, pointing out
the exact verification of these features in the Romish hierarchy of their own day.
Froment's delineations were so minute, o graphic and fearless, that his hearers saw the
prophets of Bad, and the Pharisees of a corrupt Judaism, living over again in the priests
of their own city. The preacher had become warm with his theme, and the audience were
kindling in sympathy, when a sound of hurrying footsteps was heard behind them. On
turning round a band of armed men was seen entering the square. The lieutenant of the
city, the procurator-fiscal, the soldiers, and anumber of armed priests, exasperated by
this public manifestation of the converts, had come to arrest Froment, and disperse the
assembly. Had the preacher been captured, it is not doubtful what his fate would have



been, but the band returned without their prey. His friends carried him off to a place of
hiding.

The agitation of the citizens and the violence of the priests made the farther prosecution
of Froment's ministry in Geneva hopeess. He withdrew quietly from the city, and
returned to hisformer charge in the village of Yvonand, at the foot of the Jura. The
foundations of Protestant Geneva had been laid: greater builders were to rear the edifice.

The workman had retired, but the work went on. The Protestants, now grown to a goodly
number, and full of zedl and hope, met in each other's houses — the catacombs of the
young church, as an old author styles these meetings. They read the scripturesin

Lefevres trandation; they dected Guerin, one of the more intelligent and esteemed

among them, to "the charge of the Word," in the room of Froment; and they ill further
strengthened their bond of union by partaking together of the Lord's Supper. It
occasioned them some anxiety where they should find a spot sufficiently secluded for the
celebration of the ordinance. The place ultimately made choice of was alittlewaled
garden near the city gates.

Thetime of year was the middle of March. The preparations were smpleindeed — afew
benches, a table spread with a white cloth, on which were displayed the bread and wine,
that were to become to these disciples the memorids of Christ's death, and the token and
sedl of their interest in its blessings. Guerin took his seet at the head of the table, and
began the service.

Bern next appeared upon the stage, and demanded that its aly Geneva should grant
liberty to the preaching of the gospd in it. The friends of the duke and of Rome— the
Mameukes, as they were caled — saw that matters had cometo acriss. They must
extirpate Lutheranism from Geneva, otherwise they should never be a rest; but
Lutheranism they could hope to extirpate not otherwise than by extirpating al the
Lutherans. The council hesitated and procrastinated, for the mgjority of its members were
gill Roman Cathalic; but the canons, priests, and chief partisans of Romanism neither
hesitated nor procrastinated. They met in the Vicar- Generd's council-hdl; they came
armed to the teeth, and the issue of their ddliberations, which were conducted by torch
light, wasto kill dl the Protestants in Geneva without one exception. The conspirators,
raising their hands, bound themselves by a solemn oath. They now dispersed for abrief
repose, for the plot was to be executed on the day following.

The morrow came, and the conspirators assembled in the cathedrd, to the number of 700.
Thefirgt to enter was Canon Wernli. He came clad in armor. He was as devoted a
Romanist as he was a redoubtable warrior. He was a Samson for strength, and could
widd his battle-axe as he might fling about his breviary. In waging war with the hydra of
heresy which had broken into the Roman Catholic fold of Geneva he would strike once,
and would not strike a second time. This zedlous priest and vaiant soldier was the red
captain of the band, which was ostensbly led by Syndic Baud, in his "great hat and

plume of feathers."



Having marshded in front of the high dtar of St. Peter's, this troop, which included 300
armed priests, put itself in motion. With banners displayed, crosses uplifted, axes and
swords brandished, while the great bell of the cathedra sent forth its startling and
ominous pedls, it marched down the street of the Perron to the Molard, and drew up in
battle array. Various armed detachments continued to arrive from other quarters, and their
junction ultimately swelled the Roman Catholic host to about 2,500. They felt sure of
victory. Here they stood, their cannons and arquebuses |oaded, awaiting the word for
action: and chafing at those little hindrances which ever and anon occurred to keep them
back from battle, as chafes the war-horse againg the hit that curbs his fiery impatience to
plunge into the fight.

Thisarmy, drawn up in order of battle in the Molard, received a singular reinforcement.
The wives and mothers of the Romanists gppeared on the scene of action, their gprons
filled with stones, by their Sde their little children of from twelve to fourteen, whom they
had brought to take part in this holy war and into whose hands they had put such wegpons
asthey were able to wield. So great was the zed of these Amazons againgt heresy!
Meanwhile, what were the Protestants doing or thinking? At the first darm they

assembled in the house of Baudichon de la Maisonneuve, one of the most courageous of
their leaders. His mansion was situated on the left bank of the Rhone, some 400 paces
from the Molard. The convertsfet how terrible was the crisis, but their hearts were fixed,
trusting on him who holds the tempests and whirlwinds in his hands. He had but to spesk,
and that storm would dispel as suddenly asit had gathered. The plan of the Romanigts
was to march to Baudichon's house, st fire to it, and massacre the heretics one by one as
they escgped from the flames. The proposal of burning them came to the ears of the
Protestants, their numbers had now considerably increased; dl were well armed and of
good courage; they resolved to march out and stand for their lives. Descending into the
dreet, they drew up five degp in presence of the enemy.

There was deep stillness. It would be broken the next moment by the shock of murderous
battle. The cannons and arquebuses were |oaded; the halberds grasped; the swords
unsheathed; and stones and other missiles were ready to be poured in to complete the
work of desth. But it pleased the Greet Digposer to stay the tempest when it seemed on
the very point of burgting.

There chanced at that time to be seven Friburg merchants sojourning in Geneva. Touched
by the lamentable spectacle of the citizens in ams to shed one another's blood, they came
forward at the critical moment to mediate. "Blessed are the peace- makers™ Going firg to
the Roman Catholics and then to the Reformed, they represented to the former how
foolish it was to shed their blood "to satisfy the appetite of their priests,” and pointed out
to the latter how tremendous were the odds that sood arrayed againgt them. With much
ado they succeeded in caming the passions of both parties. The priests, however, of
whom 160 werein arms, refused to lend an ear to these pacific counsels. But finding that
if they perssted they should have to fight it out by themselves, they at last cameto terns.
Theinsane fury of the inhabitants having now given place to the naturd affections, tears
of joy welcomed fathers and husbands as at night they stepped across the threshol ds of
their homes.



But soon again another storm darkened over that city within which two mighty principles
were contending. The magistrates might issue edicts, the leaders of the two parties might
sgn pacifications, but settled peace there could be none for Genevatill the gospd should
have established its sway in the hearts of a mgority of its citizens. On the 4th May, Just
five weeks after the affair we have narrated, another tumult broke out. Itsinstigator was
the same bellicose ecclesiagtic who figured so prominently in the previous engagement —
Canon Wernli. Wernli strode down the Perton to his old beattle-fidd, the Molard. By this
time night had fdlen; darming rumors were propagated through the city, and to add to
the terror of the inhabitants, the tocsin began to ring out its thundering peals. Many on
both sides, Roman Catholics and Reformers, mostly armed, rushed into the street. There
Canon Wernli, unable to distinguish friend from foe in the darkness, was shouting out to
his assailants to come on; but as no one answered the chalenge, he fell to deding blows
right and |eft among the crowd. Some one dipped behind him, and espying an opening in
hisiron coat, thrust his poignard into his body. The shouts ceased, the tumult gradudly
subsided, the night passed, and when the morning broke Canon Wernli was found lying
in his armor, on the doorsteps of one of the houses, stark dead.

If the desth of this Pgpa champion lessened the dangers of the Reformed within the city,
it multiplied their enemies without. Wernli belonged to a powerful family of the Popish
Canton of Friburg, and ambassadors from that state now appeared a Geneva demanding
the punishment of al concerned in the canon's degth — that is, of dl the Reformed. The
Reformation seemed about to be sacrificed on the tomb of Wernli. Protestant Bern
ingtantly stepped forward in its defense. Bern proved itself the more powerful. Its
ambassadors induced the syndics and council, as the only escape from the chaos that
encompassed them, to proclaim liberty to al to abide by the mass, or to follow
Protestantism, as their conscience might dictate. This decree brought mattersto ahead in
Geneva.

For some time many eyes had been watching from aoroad the struggle going on in this
little town on the shores of the Leman. The extreordinary bravery and energy of its
citizens had invested it with a charm that riveted upon it the eye of both friend and foe,
and ingpired them with the presentiment that it had a great part to play in the new times
that were opening. It caused many an hour of anxious thought to Clement VII in the
Vatican. CharlesV could not but wonder that, while so many great kingdoms owned his
sway, thislittle city ressted hiswill. He had written to these haughty burghers
peremptorily commanding them to forsake the evil paths of heresy. They had gone their
ownway notwithstanding.

Strong measures must be taken with this rebellious town. Its prince-bishop, Pierre de la
Baume, was absent from Geneva, and had been so for some while. The free manners of
the citizens did not suit him, and he took up his abode a Arbois, on the other sde of the
Jura, in aquiet neighborhood, where the wine was good. The prince-bishop cared for his
church, of course, but he cared dso for his dinner; but Geneva was on the point of being
lost; and the Pope, at the risk of spoiling the bishop's digestion, ordered him, under pain
of excommunication, to return thither, and try his hand at reducing to their obedience his



mutinous subjects. Pierre de la Baume had but little heart for the task, but it was enjoined
upon him under a threet which he trembled to incur, and so, provided with an armed
escort, he returned to Geneva.

He but helped to ruin the cause he had come to uphold, he would give Lutheranism, not
an open execution, but a secret burid. Accordingly, inviting the chiefs of the Protestant
movement to his palace, no sooner had they entered it than the bishop closed the doors,
threw his guestsinto irons, and proceeded to dispose of them by consgning one to this
dungeon, and anather to that. In this summary proceeding of their bishop the council saw
aflagrant violation of the franchises of Geneva. It was the atack on liberty, not religion —
for three of the four syndics were gill Roman Catholic — that awakened their indignation.
The senators produced their ancient charter, which the bishop had sworn to observe, and
claimed the congtitutiond right, in which it vested them, of trying dl inculpated citizens.
The bishop found himsdf caught in the trap he had so cunningly set for others. If he
should open his dungeons, he would confess to having sustained amog humiliating
defest; if he should retain his prisonersin bonds, he would draw upon his head one of
those popular tempests of which he was so greetly afraid. Choosing the former asthe less
formidable dternative, he gave up his prisonersto their lawful judges.

But even this did not restore the bishop's tranquility. His guilty imagination was
continualy conjuring up tumults and assassinations; and, fleeing when no man pursued,

he secretly quitted Geneva, just fourteen days after he had entered it. He left the cause of
Romein aworse position than he had found it, and the Pope saw that he had better have
|eft the craven bishop to enjoy his quiet and hiswine at Arbois. When the shepherd of the
flock had fled, what s0 likely to hgppen as that the "wolf* would return? The "woalf" did
return. Froment, with a companion by his sde, Alexander Canus, regppeared upon the
scene which the bishop had been in such haste to quit. These evangdlists preached in
private houses, and when these no longer sufficed for the crowds that assembled, they
proclaimed the "good news' in the streets. The bishop, who learned what was going on,
fulminated amissve from his quiet asylum, in the hope of driving the destroyer out of

the fold he had deserted. "Why," said the Genevans, "did he not remain and keep the door
closed?' The priests complained to the council, laying the bishop's | etter upon the table.
Their remonstrance only served to show that the tide was rising. "Preach the gospdl,”
answered the council, "and say nothing that cannot be proved by Holy Scripture.” These
words, which are dill to be read in the city registers, made Protestantism ardigio licita (a
tolerated faith) in Geneva. The bishop, in his own way, threw oil upon thefireby a
second and more energetic letter, forbidding the preaching in Geneva, secretly or
publicly, of "the holy page" of "the holy gospd." Further, Furbity, afrothy and abusive
preacher of the Dominican order, was brought to oppose the Reformed. The violence of
his harangues evoked a popular tumult, and the waters of liberty retresting for a moment
from the limits which they had reached, Froment and Canus had to retire from Geneva.

But speedily the tide turned, this time to overpass along way its furthest limits hitherto.
On the 21st December, 1533, Fardl entered the gates of Geneva, not again to leaveit till
the Reformation had been consummated in it. The Roman Catholics fdt thet alife-and-
degth struggle had commenced.



The citizens assembled to the sermons of Fardl with helmets on their heads, and
arquebuses and halberds in their hands. The priedts, divining the true source of the
movement, published from al the pulpits on the 1<t of January, 1534, an order
commanding dl copies of the Bible, whether in French or in German, to be burned. For
three days and nights the city was under arms; the one party arming to defend, the other
to expd the Bible. Froment arrived to the help of Farel. There came yet another — Viret,
who joined them in afew weeks. Fardl, Viret, Froment — the three most powerful
preachersin the French tongue — are now in Geneva.

These three are an army. Their wegpon is the Word of God. Clad in the panoply of light,
and wielding the sword of the Spirit, these three warriors will do more to batter down the
stronghold of Rome than dl that the nine hundred priests in Geneva can do to uphold it.
The knell of the Papacy has sounded in this city; low responsive wailings begin to be
heard aong the foot of the Alps and the crest of the Jura, mourning the approaching fall

of an ancient system. The echoes travel to France, to England, and to Germany, and
wherever they come the friends of the gospel and of liberty ook up, while the adherents
of Rome hang their heads, weighed down by the presentiment of aterrible disaster about
to befall ther cause.

Geneva had much to dare and to endure during the year and a hdf that was yet to elapse
before its struggles should be crowned with victory. Three powerful parties— the prince-
bishop, the Duke of Savoy, and their Excdlencies of Friburg — jointly conspired against
the liberties of the brave little town. The bishop secretly gppointed a lieutenant-generd to
govern in his name, investing him with al the powers of the State; the duke sent blank
warrants to be filled in with the names of those whom it might be necessary to apprehend
and execute, and the Lords of Friburg were to cooperate with the Mamel ukes within the
city. All had been excdlently planned; but the blow which the bishop meditated against
the State of Genevafdl upon himsdf and his accomplices. The plot was discovered; the
agents who were to have executed it suffered the doom of traitors; the bishop, caught
plotting, became nearly as odious to the Roman Catholics as he dready was to the
Protestants; and the popular reaction which ensued filled the curule chairs, a next
election, with the friends of the Reform.

The Reformers, now numerous, and taunted sometimes with worshipping in holes and
corners, resolved no longer to submit to the stigma of being obliged to celebrate their
worship in private houses. They said to the magigrates, "Give us one of the churches of
the city." The Council, wishing to hold the ba ance even between them and the Roman
Catholics, excused themsalves by saying that this was a matter that lay outside their
jurisdiction; but, added they, "you are strong, and if you are pleased to take one of the
churches of your own accord, we cannot prevent you."

The converts did not delay to act upon the hint. The brave Baudichon de la Maisomeuve
marching &t their head, they proceeded to the Convent of the Rive and appropriated for
their use the "Grand Auditory," or cloister, which might contain from four to five

thousand persons. They rang the bells; the report ran that Farel was to preach; and crowds



from every part of the city came streaming to the Rive. The monks could only stare.
Risng up in his ordinary dress, Fardl preached to the overflowing congregation. That was
aday much to be remembered in Geneva. It needs neither many nor learned words to
proclaim the gogpel. It is amessage from the throne of heaven to the guilty children of
earth, to this effect, that God, having sent his Son to suffer in their room, offersthem a
free pardon.

The Genevans were amazed to find that the gospel was so smple a matter, and could be
S0 soon told. They had been taught from their cradle that it needed gorgeous cathedrals,
blazing tapers, splendidly apparded priests, chants, and incense to set it forth, and that
wanting mydtic ritesit refused to impart its efficacy to the worshipper; now they found
that one attired in aplain dress, and in asngle plain sentence, could declareit al.

The gospe had entered Geneva. The city was taken. How much the Reformation had
ganed, and how much Rome had log, in the conquest of that little town, future years
were to enable men fully to understand. But the Protestants of Geneva had many efforts
and sacrifices yet to undergo if they would retain the victory which had in redity been
won.

Genevawas far too important a post for the Romaniststo let it dip without another greet
effort. Thiswas resolved upon. In the middle of May the priests of the surrounding
digtricts organized a great procession of pilgrims, who knew how to handle other things
than their rosaries. The pious troop gppeared at the gates of Geneva, duly furnished with
banners, crosses, and relics; but the citizens, recollecting the story of the Trojan horse,
and fearing that if the pilgrims entered their devations might take amilitant turn, and the
war-cry beraised for the psam, refused to admit the devout host. They could pray
outside the walls. So this danger passed away.

The next army that marched to assall the little town, where the light of the gospel was
burning more brightly every day, came not in the guise of pilgrims, but of soldiers. The
bishop had formed a new plot. The Romanist Lords of Vaud and Savoy, a the ingigation
of the bishop and the duke, had arranged a hunting party for the last day of July, 1534,
the red game which the armed sportsmen meant to run down being the Genevan
Lutheran. The Papists within the city were to act in concert with those without. Some 300
armed foreigners had been secretly introduced into the town; the keeper of the artillery
had been bribed; the midnight sgnal's agreed upon; and the bishop, dividing the prey
before he had caught it, had confiscated in favor of his followers the goods of the
Genevan heretics. In short, everything had been done to insure success.

The night came; the peasants of the surrounding country, having armed themsdlves,

began to move on Geneva, some by land, others by water. The Bailiff of Chablais and the
Baron de Rollo done led 8,000 men. The Papigsin the city had armed secretly, and were
assembling in one another's houses. The citizens, dl save the accomplices of the bishop,
were ignorant of the plot, and many of them had dready gone to rest asusud. All was
progressing as the invaders wished. But that Providence which had been ploughing this
field for more than twenty years, was not to abandon it to the enemy at the very moment



when the seed which had been sown in it was shooting up, and the harvest at hand. A
friend of the gospdl, Jacques Maubuisson, from Dauphine, solicited an interview with the
premier syndic a an early hour of the evening. He was admitted, and startled the
magigrate by telling him that the city was surrounded with armed men. Ingantly the
citizens were aroused and got under arms.

The hogt outside the walls were meanwhile straining their eyes to catch through the
darkness the first gleam of the torches, which were to be waved on the tops of the houses
of ther friends as the Sgnd to begin the assault. All suddenly a brilliant light shone forth
from the summit of the Steeple of St. Peter's. That was the place, the invaders knew,
where the city-watch were usualy stationed. It was plain the plot had been discovered.
"We are betrayed! we are betrayed!" they exclaimed; "we shdl never enter Geneval"
Fercer and yet fiercer, asit seemed to the eyes of the Savoyards, glared that beacontlight.
Panic seized their ranks, and when the morning broke the citizens of Geneva beheld from
their seeples and ramparts the armies of the invadersin full retregt. By the time the sun
rose the last foe had disappeared. As adream, short but terrible, o did the events of that
night appear to the Genevans.

The miscarriage of the plot was followed by an exodus of Romanigts from the city. Many
of the Mamelukes, as they were termed, fled, and thus the priests were left without
flocks, the churches without worshippers, and the images without votaries. The
Protestants were more than ever masters of the Stuation.

Y et another effort — that is, as things were going with the Papacy, another plunge, the last
and the deepest. The duke and the bishop were but the more enraged by their repeated
discomfitures. They resolved that they would extinguish Lutheranism, or sweep the little
town in which it had entrenched itsdlf from off itsrock, and makeit, like old Tyre, a
place for the spreading of nets by the shores of itslake. Congdering the resources which
the duke had a his command, neither he nor any one else could see how he should not be
able to do his pleasure upon the audacious little city. Geneva had an enemy, it may be
said, in every man outside her walls. The castles that hemmed her in on dl sdeswere
filled with armed men reaedy to march a the firs summons. Before beginning the war
which was to make the rebellious town put its haughty neck under his feet, Duke Charles
[11 sent his ultimatum to the citizens. They must send away their preachers— Fard, Viret,
and Froment; they must take back their bishop, and return within the bosom of their holy
mother the Church. On these terms the duke, good and kind man, would give them his
forgiveness. The Genevans made answer that sooner than do this they would bury
themsdlves benegth the ruins of their city. Even thair good dly, Bern, despairing of their
success, or else gained by the flatteries of the duke, counsded the Genevans to submit. A
Diet of the Swiss cantons met at Lucerne in January, 1535, to determine on the matter.
They had no other advice to give Geneva than submisson. Thiswas unspeskably
disappointing, but worse was behind. The great Emperor CharlesVV came forward and
announced that he cast his sword into the scale of the duke.

The cause of Geneva, dready desperate, was now hopeless gpparently. Could this little
town of only 12,000 inhabitants resst the Empire? Could the Genevans stand aone



againg theworld? All hdp hasfailed them on earth; nevertheless, their resolution is as
inflexible as ever. Geneva shal be a sanctuary of the Protestant faith and a citadd of
liberty, or its sonswill "set fireto itsfour corners” and make it their own funerd pile.

It was now that a resolution was taken by its heroic citizens. Outside the walls of Geneva
were four large suburbs, with a population of 6,200 souls. In fact, there were two cities,
one within and another without the walls, and the latter, it was obvious, would afford
cover to the advancing foe, and prevent the free play upon him of the cannon on the
ramparts. On the 23rd of August, 1534, the Council of Two Hundred resolved to
demolish these suburbs, and clear the ground dl round the city. Thiswasto sacrifice
one haf of Genevato save the other haf. The stern decree was carried out, dthough not
without many heavy sghs and bitter tears. Rich and poor pulled down their homes with
their own hands; although many of the laiter knew not where they were to lay their heads
a night. Villaand hovel shared an equd fate; convents and temples of avenerable
antiquity were razed to the ground. The monastery of S. Victor, of which Bonnivard was
prior, and which was the oldest edifice in Geneva, having been founded in the beginning
of the sixth century, fell by the same sentence, and mingled its ruins with those of fabrics
that were but of yesterday. The pleasant gardens, the sparkling fountains, and the
overshadowing trees which had graced so many of the dwellings were dl swept away. By
the middle of January, 1535, the work of demalition was finished; and now asllent and
devastated zone begirt the city.

It was not enough to pull down, the citizens had to build up. The stones of the overturned
edifices were taken to repair and strengthen the fortifications. Amid the drifts of winter
the men might be seen building on the wdls, and the women carrying earth and stones.
The bells of the demolished churches and convents were melted and cast into cannon.

Though the idols were pulled down, the Roman Catholics were protected in thelr
worship. A little band of armed Protestants kept watch at the church door while the few
canons who remained in the city sang their matins on Christmas morning.  All was now
ready, and the heroic inhabitants, their eyes lifted up to heaven, awaited the hour when
the foe should gather round them on dl sdes, and ddiver his assault. Let him dtrike.
Their resolution was immovable. Geneva must be the temple that would enghrine their
religion and their liberties, or the mausoleum that would contain their ashes.

Unless Geneva were won to Protestantism, the victories already gained by the
Reformation would be in jeopardy; many of them would melt away and belogt. In
Germany the spiritud principle of the Reformation was becoming overshadowed by the
political. The princes, with their swords, were putting themsdlvesin the van; and the
Reformers, with the Bible, were fdling into the rear. Thiswasto reverse the right order.
The progress in Reformation there had staled. 1t was clear that the German Reformation
had passed its prime. It was necessary to seek anew foothold for Protestantism — some
gpot where the spiritud, planted anew, might be amodd of further Reformation for the
rest. A Reformation on the order of Josiah was needed, and not one smply on the order
of Jehosaphat.



We left Geneva reduced to the last extremity. Roman Catholic Friburg had terminated its
dliance with the L utheran town, after afriendship of eight years. The reflection of
Scultetus on the dissolution of the treaty between the two Statesis striking and

suggedtive. "The love of liberty," says he, "had united the two townsin the closest bonds;
but liberty opened the door for religion, and its influence separated chief friends But

what is most remarkable is, that the dliance lasted so long as the independence of Geneva
required it, and ceased when its dissolution helped to promote the Reformation.

Whileits dlies are drawing off from thelittle town on the one 9de, its enemies are
gpproaching it on the other. Every day they are redoubling their effortsto takeit, and it
would seem asiif, |eft to fight its greet bettle done, its fal were inevitable,

The dukeisraisng amy after army to force an entrance into it. The bishop isfighting
againg it with both spiritua and tempord arms. Pierre de la Baume had fulminated the
greater excommunication againg it, and published it in dl the churches and convents of
the neighboring provinces.

The Pope had added his heavier anathema; and now, in the eyes of the inhabitants of the
towns and villages around, Genevawas a "dwelling of devils," and dl were ready to

[, burn, or lay waste a place which the bishop and the Pontiff had cursed. To crown
the misfortunes of the Genevans, the emperor, unsheathing his great sword and holding it
over their heads, demanded that they should open their gates and receive back their
bishop. What was to be done? Shall they crouch down under the old yoke?

The same cause which had repdlled the Popish Friburg from Geneva, as narrated above,
will draw the Protestant Bern closer to its Side; so one would think. Yet no! the
threatening attitude of the Popish powers, and its own complications, made Bern shy of
giving open ad to Genevain itsfight for liberty and the Reformed faith.

Meanwhile, the number of the Reformed within the city was daily increasing, partly from
conversions from Popery, and partly from the numerous disciples chased from France by
the sorms of persecution, and now daily arriving at the gates of Geneva. On the other
hand, those Romanists who didiked or feared to dwell in a place cursed by the Romish
Church, and hourly sinking deeper in the gulf of heresy, quitted Genevain consderable
numbers. Thus the proportion between the two parties was growing every day more
unequa, and the quiet of the city more assured.

The bishop, moreover, by way of vigting the Protestants with a specid mark of his
displeasure, did them asignd favor. He removed his episcopa council and his judicid
court from Genevato Gex, in the dominions of the Duke of Savoy. Thereupon the
Council of Genevamet and resolved, "That, as the bishop had abandoned the city to unite
himsdlf with its most deadly foe, and had undertaken divers enterprises against it, even to
the length of levying war, they could no longer regard him as the pastor of the people.”
They declared the see vacant. Before taking this step, however, they invited the canonsto
elect anew bishop; this the canons declined to do. They next lodged an apped a Rome;
but the Pope gave them no answer. This observance of forms grestly sirengthened the



lega position of the Council. The Vatican would not interfere, the canons would neither
elect anew bishop nor bring back the old one; the city was without aruler, and the
Council was by no means sorry to step into the vacant office. The Council followed aong
with the people and the preachers of Reformation.

If the number of ma contents who were leaving the city lessened the difficulties within
the walls, it greetly increased the dangers without. The Castle of Peney, on the
precipitous banks of the Rhone, about two leagues from Geneva, belonged to the bishop.
It was a strong and roomy place, and now it swarmed with men breathing vengeance
againg the city they had left. From this nest of brigands there issued every day ferocious
bands, who laid waste the country around Geneva, cut off the supplies coming to its
markets, waylad its citizens, and, carrying them to their stronghold, tortured them inits
dungeons, and then beheaded or otherwise dispatched them. A former Knight of Malta,
Peter Goudet, a Frenchman, who, having embraced Protestantism, had found refuge in
Geneva, was entrapped by these bandits, carried to their den, and, after amock trial,
burned dive.

A yet darker crime stains the attempt to uphold the Roman Catholic cause in Geneva. The
sword of the duke had failed: so had the excommunication of the bishop, athough backed
by that of the Pope. Other means must be thought of. A plot waslaid to cut off Fardl,
Viret, and Froment, dl three a once, by poison. The circumstance that they lodged
together in the same housg, that of Claude Bernard, an intelligent and zedlous friend of

the gospdl, favored the design. A woman, a native of Bresse, was suborned to leave
Lyons, on pretense of religion, and come to Geneva. She entered the service of Bernard,
with whom the preachers lived. She began, it issaid, by poisoning her mistress. A few
days theresfter she mixed poison with the soup which had been prepared for the
ministers dinner. Happily only one of them partook of the broth. Farel was indisposed,
and did not dine that day, Froment made his repast on some other dish, and Viret done
ate of the poisoned food. He was immediately seized with illness, and was a the point of
desth. He recovered, but the debilitating effects of the poison remained with him to the
end of his days. The wretched woman confessed the crime, but accused a canon and a
priest of having indigated her to it. The two ecclesiastics were permitted to clear
themselves by oath, but the woman was condemned to death and executed.

This wickedness, which was meant to extinguish the movement, was closely connected
with itsfind triumph. To guard against any second attempt at poison, the three preachers
had gpartments assigned them by the Council in the Franciscan Convent de Rive. The
result of the Reformers being lodged there was the conversion of nearly dl the brethren

of the convent, and in particular of James Bernard, a citizen of good family, and brother

of Claude mentioned above. The latter had been one of the more ardent champions of
Popery in Geneva, and, as his change of mind was now complete, he thought it would be
well, a this crigs, to hold a public disputation on rdigion, Smilar to those which had

taken place elsawhere with such good results. His design was gpproved by the Reformers
to whom he had communicated it. It was further sanctioned by the Council.



Accordingly Bernard offered to maintain the following propositions againg al who
chose publicly to impugn them: —

1. That we are to seek judtification in Jesus Christ done, and not in our good
works.

2nd. That we are to offer our worship to God only, and that to adore the saints and
imagesisidolatry.

3rd. That the Church isto be governed by the Word of God aone, and that human
traditions and the congtitutions of the Church, which ought rether to be styled
Roman or Pgpa ordinances, are not only vain, but pernicious.

4th. That Chrigt's oblation is the sole and sufficient satisfaction for sin, and that
the sacrifice of the mass and prayersto the saints are contrary to the Word of God,
and avail nothing for salvation.

5th. That Jesus Chrigt isthe one and only Mediator between God and man.
It was the foundations of the two faiths that were to be publicly put on their trid.

The Town Council made the arrangements for the discusson. They had the theses printed
and published. Copies of them were affixed to the doors of the churches of the city, and

of dl the churches of the neighborhood. They were, moreover, posted up in the towns of
Savoy that were under the jurisdiction of Bern, and messengers were dispatched to
placard them in the distant cities of Grenoble and Lyons. Men of learning, generdly,
whether lay or clerica, were invited; al were assured of safety of person and liberty of
gpeech; eight members of Council were appointed to preside; and four secretarieswereto
take down al that was said on both Sides.

The disputation opened in the grand hdl of the Convent de Rive. It continued four weeks
without intermission. Bernard himself took the lead, asssted by Farel and Viret. The two
opposing champions were Peter Careli, a doctor of the Sorbonne, and John Chapuis, a
Dominican of Geneva. These days of combat were days of joy to the friends of the
gospel. Each day some old idol was dethroned.  n the end, both Caroli and Chapuis
acknowledged themsalves vanquished, and declared, in presence of the vast assembly,
thelr conversion to the Reformed faith.

The verdict of the public on the digputation was not doubtful, but Farel and some of the
leading citizens wished the Council aso to pronounce its judgment;. Three of itsfour
members were now on the Protestant Side; nevertheless, it would give no decison. Its
policy, for the present, was to curb rather than encourage the popular zed. It visited with
frowns and sometimes with fines the demolition of the images. When asked to give the
Magdaen and St. Peter's for the use of the preachers, whose congregations daily
increased, its reply was, "Not yet." The Council had not lost Sight of the duke and the
emperor in the distance, and they knew that the duke and the emperor had not lost sight



of them. Meanwhile, to speed on the movement, there came some gartling revelaions of
the frauds by which the faling superdtition had been upheld.

It isadoctrine of the Church of Rome that infants dying unbaptized are consigned to
limbo. To redeem such babes from so dreary an abode, what would not their unhappy
mothers be willing to givel But was such athing possible? Outside the gates stood the
Church of Our Lady of Grace. To this Virgin was ascribed, anong other marvelous
prerogatives, the power of resuscitating infants for so long as would suffice for their
recaiving the sacrament. The corpse was brought to the statue of Our Lady, and being
laid at itsfeet, its head would be seen to move, or afeather placed on its mouth would be
blown away. On this the monks, to whom an offering had previoudy been made, would
shout out, "A miracle! amiracle” and ring the great bell of the church, and sdt, chrism,
and holy water would instantly be brought and the child baptized. The Council ordered an
investigation into the miracle, and the verdict returned was the plain one, that it was"a
trick of the priests." The syndics forbade dl such miraclesin time to come.

There came yet another edifying discovery. It was an immemorid beief a Genevathat
the bodies of St. Nazaire, St. Celsus, and St. Pantaleon reposed beneath the high dtar of
. Gervais. Indeed, the fact could not be doubted, for had not the worthy saints been
heard snging and talking together on Christmas Eve and smilar occasions? But in an evil
hour for this belief the dtar was overturned, and the too curious eyes of Protestants
peered benesath its foundation-stones. They found not Nazaire and his two venerable
companions, they saw, instead, a curious mechanism in the rock, not unlike the pipes of
an organ, with severa vessdls of water, so placed that their contents could be forced
through the narrow tubes, making a hollow sound, not unlike the voices of men singing

or conversing in the bowes of the earth. The Genevans were hardly in circumstances to
make merry; neverthdess, the idea that the saints should amuse themselves below ground
by playing upon musica glasses seemed so0 very odd, that it raised alaugh among the
citizens, in which, however, the monks did not join.

Thislittle town on the shores of the Leman had the digtinction of possessing the brain of
. Peter, which lay usualy upon the high dtar. It was examined and pronounced to be a
piece of pumice-stone. Again the monks looked grave, while smiles mantled every face
around them. The spiritud treasury of the little town was further enriched with the arm of
. Anthony. The living arm had done vaorous deeds, but the dead arm seemed to
possess even greater power; but, aas! for the relic and for those who had kissed and
worshipped it, it was found, when taken from its shrine, to be not a human arm at dl, but
part of agtag. Again there were curling lips and mocking eyes.  Nor did this exhaust the
ligt of discoveries.

Curious little creatures, with livid points of fire glowing on their bodies, would be seen
moving about, a "dewy eve," in the churchyards or in the cathedra aides. What could
they be? These, said the priests, are souls from purgatory. They have been permitted to
revigt "the pae glimpses of the moon" to excite in their behaf the compassion of the
living. Hasten with your ams, that your mothers, fathers, husbands may not have to
return to the torments from which they have just made their escape. The appearance of



these mydterious creatures was the unfailing signal of another golden shower which was
about to descend on the priests. But, said the Genevans, before bestowing more masses,
let uslook alittle more closdly at these vigitors. We never saw anything that more nearly
resembled crabs with candles attached to them than these souls from purgatory. Ah, yes!
the purgatory from which they have come, we shrewdly suspect, is not the blazing
furnace below the earth, but the cool 1ake beside the city; we shall restore them to their
former abode, said they, casting them into the water. There came no more souls with
flambeauix to solicit the charity of the Genevans.

There came discoveries of another kind to crown with confusion the faling system. In the
Convent of the Corddiers de la Rive atablet was discovered on which St. Francis of
Assig, the patriarch of the order, was represented under the figure of a greet vine, with
numerous boughs running out from it in the form of Corddiers, and having undernegth
the inscription, "John 15:1: | am the vine, ye are the branches™ This showed afaculty for
exegeds of avery extraordinary kind. The schoolmen might have rlished it asingenious.
the Genevans, who had begun to love the amplicity of the Scriptures, condemned it as
blasphemous.

The hour was now fully come. The enormities of the Genevan priesthood had first
awakened indignation againgt the Papacy; subsequent revelations of the cheats to which
the system had stooped to uphold itsdlf, had intensgified that indignation; but it was the
preaching of Fardl and his companions that planted the Reformation — that is, converted
the movement from one of destruction to one of restitution. On the 10th of August, 1535,
the Council of Two Hundred assembled to take into consderation the matter of religion.
Fard, Viret, and many of the citizens gppeared before it. With characteristic e oquence
Farel addressed the Council, urging it no longer to delay, but to proclam astherdigion
of Genevathat same system of truth which so grest a mgjority of the Genevans dready
professed. He offered, for himself and his colleagues, to submit to deeth, provided the
priests could show that in the public disputation, or in their sermons, he and his brethren
had advanced anything contrary to the Word of God.

After long discussion the Council saw fit to lay its commands on both parties. The
Protestants were forbidden to destroy any more images, and were considered as bound to
restore those they had aready displaced, whenever the priests should prove from Holy
Scripture that images were worthy objects of rdigious veneration. The Roman Catholics,
on their part, were enjoined to cease from the celebration of mass until the Council

should otherwise ordain. So stood the matter on the 10th of August. The step was asmal
one, but the gain remained with the Reformation.

Two days &fter, the Council summoned before them the Corddliers, the Dominicans, and
the Augusgtines, and having read to them a summary of the disputation held in the city a
few days previoudy, they asked them what they had to say to it. They answered, one after
the other, that they had nothing to object. The Council next offered that, provided they
made good the truth of their dogmas and the lawfulness of their worship from the Word

of God, their Church should be re-established inits former glory. They declined the
chdlenge, and submitted themsdlves to the Council, praying to be permitted to live as



their ancestors in times past had lived.

The same day after dinner three syndics and two councilors, by gppointment of the
Senate, waited on the grand-vicar of the bishop, the canons, and the parochia cures.
Briefly recounting the rdigious conflicts which had disturbed the city these ten years

past, they made the same offer to them which they had made to the monksin the
morning. But the prospect of rendering Romanism once more supreme in Geneva, could
not tempt them to do battle for their faith; they had no desire, they said, to hear any more
sermons from Fardl; nor, indeed, could they dispute on rdligions matters without leave
from their bishop. They craved only to be permitted to exercise their rdigion without
restraint. The deputation announced to them the order of Council that they should cease
to say mass, and then retired.

From that day mass ceased to be said in the churches and convents, and on the 27th of
August a generd edict wasissued, enjoining public worship to be conducted according to
the rules of the gospel, and prohibiting al "acts of Popish idolatry.” From that day

forward Farel and his two colleagues preached, dispensed the sacraments of baptism and
the Lord's Supper, celebrated marriages, and performed dl other rdigious acts fredly. The
monastery of La Rive was converted into a public school, and the convent of St. Claire
into an hospita. The goods of the Romish Church, and of the rdligious houses, due
provison having been made for existing incumbents, were gpplied to the maintenance of
the Protestant clergy, of schools, and of the poor.

The priests, monks, and nuns were very courteoudy treated. It was entirely in their own
choice to remain within the city or to leave it. The nuns of St. Claire, whom Sister

Jussie's narrative has made famous, chose to withdraw to Anneci. They had been haunted
by the terrible idea of being compelled to marry, and thought it better to "flee temptation”
than remain in Geneva. Some of the sisters had not been outside the walls of their

convent for thirty years. To them, every sght and sound of the country was strange; and
it isimpossible to withhold a smile in perusing Ruchat's account of their journey, and
thinking of the terrorsinto which the good sisters were thrown at the Sight of the sheep
and oxen in the fields, which they mistook for lions and bears.

From the 27th of August, 1535, the Popish faith ceased to be the religion of Geneva. But
the victory, though great, did not terminate the war, or justify the Genevansin thinking
that they had placed the truth on an impregnable basis. On the contrary, never,
gpparently, had they been in greater danger than now, for the step of proclaiming
themselves Protestant had filled up their cup in the eyes of their enemies. The duke,
roused to fury by this daring affront on the part of a city that had scarcely a soldier to
defend it, and that was without an aly in Europe, resolved to make this handful of
burghers repent of their madness. He would concentrate dl his power in oneterrible
blow, and crush a heresy that was so full of insolence and rebellion in the ruins of the city
inwhich it had found a seet. He blockaded Geneva on the land side by hisarmy, and on
the sde of the lake by his galleys. The gates that would not open to his soldiers must
open to famine, and he would see how long these haughty burghers would hold fast their
heresy and rebellion when they had not bread to egt. And, in sooth, the prospects of the



little city seemed desperate. The blockade was so gtrict that it was hardly possible to
bring in any provisons, and no one could go or come but &t the risk of being waylaid and
killed. The bare and blackened zone outside the city walls, so recently arich girdle of
datdy villaand flourishing garden, was but too exact an emblem of its politica

nakedness, now entirely without dlies. Even Bern, in this, the hour of Genevals sorest
need, stood afar off. Every day the stock of provisonsin the beleaguered city was
growing less. The citizens could count the hours when gaunt famine would St a every
board, and one by one they would drop and die. Wdll, so beit! They would leave the
duke to vanquish Genevawhen, from a city of patriots, it had become a city of corpses.
Thiswas the illugtrious triumph they would prepare for him. Their resolve was as
unaterable as ever. Beit anation or be it anindividua, every truly great and noble career
must have its commencement in an act of sef-sacrifice. It was out of this dark night that
the glorious day of Geneva sprang.

The Genevans found a messenger expert enough to escape detection and carry tidings to
Bern. The powerful Bern, at ease as regarded its own safety, listened in philosophic
camness to the tale of Genevas perils, but after some days it thought right to interfere so
far in bendf of its former companion in the battles of liberty and religion asto open
negotiations with the duke. The duke was willing to receive any number of protocols,
provided only the Bernese did not send soldiers. While their Lordships of Bern were
negotiating, famine and the duke were steadily advancing upon the doomed city. But now
it happened that the Bernese were themsalves touched, and their eyes opened somewhat
roughly to the duke's treechery and the folly of longer indulging in the pastime of
negotiation. The Lord of Savoy had taken the Chatelain of Muss, atitled freebooter, into
his service. The Chatdain, with his band of desperadoes, made an irruption into the
digtricts of Orbe, Grandson, and Echelous, which were the common property of Bern and
Friburg, and spoiled them in the duke's name. Bern hesitated no longer. She declared war
agang the Duke of Savoy, thinking it better to fight him at Genevathan wait till he had
come nearer to her own gates.

Having at length resolved to act, Bern, it must be confessed, did so with vigor. The
Council came to the resolution of declaring war. The following day they sent notice of
their determination to the Swiss cantons, praying them to unite their ams with theirsin
what, beyond question, was the common cause of the Confederacy, the repulsion of a
foreign tyranny. Their army of 6,000 began their march. When the Bernese army arrived
at the gates of Geneva, the joy their appearance caused and the welcome accorded them
may be eadly imagined.

Meanwhile the dangers within and outside Geneva had thickened. Despite the necessities
of the citizens, certain rich men kept their granaries closed. Thisled to disorders. The
Council assumed possession of these stores, and opened them to the public, at the same
time fixing the price at which the corn was to be sold, and so too did they as regarded the
wine and other necessaries. The dangers outside were not so much in the control of the
Coundil.

The Savoyard army had resolved to attempt scaling the wals, the same night, at three



points. The assault was made between nine and ten. One party advanced on the side of S.
Gervais, where the city was defended only by a paisade and ditch; the others made their
attempt on that of the Rive and . Victor. The latter, having crossed the ditch, were now
at the foot of the wall with their ladders, but the Genevans, appearing on the top,
courageoudly repelled them, and forced them to retire. Two herads brought the good
news that Bern had declared war in their behdf. This re-animated the Genevans. Though
weakened by famine they made four sorties on the besiegers. In one of these, 300
Genevans engaged double that number of Savoyards. The duke's soldiers were beaten.
Firg the duke's cavary galloped off the fidd, then the infantry lost courage and fled. Of
the Savoyards 120 were dain and four taken prisoners. The Genevans did not lose aman;
one of their number only was hurt by the faling of his horse, which was killed under him.

Thiswas only the beginning of disastersto the duke'sarmy. A few days thereafter, the
Bernese warriors, who had continued their march, despite that the five Popish Cantons
had by deputy commanded them to stop, appeared before Geneva. They rested not more
than a single day, when they set out in search of the enemy. The Savoyard army was
dready in full retreat upon Chambery. The Bernese pushed on, but the foe fled faster than
they could pursue. And now came tidings that convinced the men of Bern that the farther
prosecution of the expedition was needless. Enemies had started up on every sde of the
duke, and awhole lliad of woes suddenly overtook him. Among others, the King of
France chose this moment to declare war againgt him. Francis | had many grudges to
satisfy, but what mainly moved him at thistime againgt the duke was his desire to have a
road to Milan and Italy. Accordingly, he moved hisarmy into Savoy, wrested from the
duke Chambery, the cradle of his house, chased him across the Alps, and, not permitting
him to rest even a Turin, took possession of his capitd. Thinking to seize the little
territory of Geneva, the duke had lost his kingdoms of Savoy and Piedmont. He retired to
Vercdli, where, after seventeen years of humiliation and exile, he died.

The duke off the scene, the movement at Geneva now resumed its march. The edict of the
27th August, 1535, which had dropped somewhat out of Sight amid Sieges and battles,
and the turmoil of war, came again to the front. That edict proclaimed Protestantism as
therdigion of Geneva But Fard did not deceive himsdlf with the fiction that the decree
which proclaimed Geneva Protestant had redlly made it so. The segt of religion, he well
knew, isthe hearts and understandings of a people, not the edicts of a satute-book; and
the great task of making the people redly Protestant was yet to be done. There werein
Genevaagoodly number who loved the gospel for its own sake, and it was the strength
of these men which had carried them through in their great struggle; but the crown had
yet to be put upon the work by making the lives, aswdl asthe professon, of the people
Protestant.

This great [abor was undertaken jointly by Farel and by the Council. The tempora and
Spirituad powers, yoked together, drew lovingly the car of the Reform, and both having
oneam — the highest well-being of the people— neither raised those questions of
jurisdiction, or fdt those rivaries and jedl ouses, which subsequent times so plentifully
produced. Thereisatimeto set landmarks, and there is atime to remove them.



Farel, occupying the pulpit, sent forth those expositions of the Reformed doctrine which
were fitted to ingtruct the understandings and guide the consciences of the Genevans.
while the Council in the Senate-house framed those laws which were intended to restrain
the excesses and disorders into which the energetic and headstrong natures of the citizens
were gpt to impe them. Thiswas agood divison of the labor.

Fard'steaching laid amora bass for the Council, and the Council's authority
srengthened Fardl, and opened the way for his teachings to reach their morad and
goiritud ends.  Thus was each sphere properly contributing to the Reformation.

Not only was the standard of Protestantism displayed in the August preceding again
rased doft, but the mora and socid regulations which had accompanied it, in order to
render it alife aswell as acreed, were brought into the foreground. There never was a
class of men who showed themselves more anxious to join amora with adoctrina
Reformation than the Reformers of the sixteenth century. The separation which at times
has been seen between the two isthe error of alater age. Re-entering this path, the first
labor of the Council and Fardl was to establish a perfect concord and unity among the
citizens. Of those even who were with the Reform, and had fought side by Sde against
the duke, there were two parties — the zed ous and the lukewarm. Hates and mutud
reproaches divided them. On the 6th of February, 1536, the Council-Genera —that is, the
whole body of the citizens — assembled, and passed an edict, promising by oath to forget
al pagt injuries, to cease from mutud recrimingtions, to live henceforward in good
brotherhood, and submit themsdlves to the Syndics and Council.

Next came the matter of public worship. The number, place, and time of the sermons
were fixed. Four ministers and two deacons were selected to preach on the appointed
days. Moderate stipends were assigned them from the ecclesiagtica property. The Sunday
wasto be rdigioudy observed, and dl the shops strictly closed, in proper observance of
the Lord’ s Day. On that day, besides the other services, there was to be sermon at four in
the morning, for the convenience of servants. The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was to
be dispensed four times in the year. Baptisms were to take place only in the church at the
hours of public worship. Marriage might be celebrated any day, but the ceremony must

be in public, and after three severd notifications of it.

Last of dl cametherulesfor the reformation of manners. Since the beginning of the
century Geneva had been, in fact, a camp, and its manners had become more than rough.
It was necessary, in the interests of morality, and of liberty not less, to put a curb upon
thewild license of former days. They had banished the duke, they must banish the old
Geneva. The magistrates forbade games of chance, oaths and blasphemies, dances and
lascivious songs, and the farces and masguerades in which the people had been wont to
indulge. They enjoined dl persons to attend the sermons, and other exercises of religion,
and to retire to their homes a nine o'clock at night. They specidly commanded the
magters of hotels and cabarets to see that their guests observed these regulations. That no
one might plead ignorance, these rules were frequently proclaimed by sound of trumpet.

The education of the youth of the State was an object of specia care to the magistrates,



who desired that they should be early grounded in the principles of virtue and piety, as
well asin aknowledge of the classical tongues, and the belles | ettres. For this end they
erected a school or academy, with competent professors, to whom they gave suitable
sdaries. There was aschool in Genevain Popish times, but it was so badly managed that
it accomplished nothing for the interests of education. The Council-Generd established a
new seminary in the convent of the Cordeliers on the Rive, and appointed as headmaster
Antony Saunier, the countryman and friend of Farel. The latter sought, in divers places,
for learned men willing to be teachersin this school.

The whole body of the citizens, the magistrates and ministers at their heed, assembled in
the Cathedral of St. Peter, and with uplifted hands swore to renounce the doctrine of the
Roman Church, the mass and dl that depends upon it, and to live according to the laws of
the gospd. This nationd vow included the regulations we have just enumerated, which
were regarded as necessary deductions from the great Christian law. Soon after this Farel
composed, in conjunction with Cavin, who by thistime had joined him, a brief and
ample Confesson of Faith, in twenty-one articles, which was sworn to by al the citizens
of the State, who appeared before the Council in relays of tens, and had the oath
adminigered to them. This was in the November following. Thissocid covenanting
followed in the pattern of the Reformations of scripture, such asled by Hezekiah and
Nehemiah.

To mark the laying of the foundations of their Protestant State, and the new age therewith
introduced, the Genevans struck a new coin and adopted a new motto for their city. In the
times of paganism, being worshippers of the sun, they had taken that luminary as their
symbol. Latterly, retaining the radica ideain their symbol, they had modified and

enlarged it into the following motto: Post tenebras spero lucem —i.e., "After the darkness

| hope for the light:" words which look like an unconscious prophecy of atime of
knowledge and truth in the future. Having established their Reformation, the Genevans
changed their motto once more. Post tenebras lucem — "After darkness, light" — was the
device stamped on the new money of the State, asif to intimate that the light they 1ooked
for was now come.

One day, towards the end of August, 1536, a stranger, of dender figure and pale face,
presented himsdlf at the gates of Geneva. There was nothing to distinguish him from the
crowds of exileswho were then arriving dmogt daily at the same gates, except it might
be the greater brightness that burned in his eye. He had come to rest only for anight, and
depart on the morrow. But as he traversed the streets on hisway to his hotel, aformer
acquaintance recognized him, and ingantly hurried off to tel Farel that Cdvinwasin
Geneva,

When, nearly ayear ago, we parted with Cavin, he was on hisway acrossthe Alpsto
visit Renee, the daughter of Louis XI1 of France, and wife of Hercules dEste, Duke of
Ferrara "He entered Italy,” as he himsdlf said, "only to leave it," though not till he had
confirmed the illustrious princess, at whose court he sojourned, in her attachment to the
Protestant faith, in which, despite the many and peculiar trids to which her constancy
exposed her, she steadfastly continued to her lifes end. His eldest brother dying, Calvin



recrossed the mountains, on a hasty journey to his birthplace, most probably to arrange
the family affairs, and leave Noyon for ever. Where shdl he next go? The remembrance
of the studious days he had passed at Bade returned to him with irresstibly attractive
force, and now, accompanied by his brother Antoine, and his Sster Maria, he was on his
way to hisformer retreat; but the direct road through Lorraine was blocked up by the
amies of CharlesV, and this compelled him to make a detour by Switzerland, which
brought him to the gates of Geneva.

With startled but thankful surprise Fardl received the news that the author of the Chrigtian
Ingtitutes was in the city. God, he thought, had sent, & a critica moment, the man of dl
others whom he most wished to associate with himsdlf in the work of reforming Geneva.

Farel had begun to fed the difficulty of the task he had in hand. To bresk this people
from their habits of lawless indulgence, nurtured by the contests in which they had won
their liberty, would indeed be no easy matter. They would spurn dl atempts to coerce
them, and yidd only to the force of a stronger will, and the sway of aloftier genius.
Besides, the highest organizing skill was demanded in the man who should set up amord
tribuna in the midst of thislicentious city, and found on this unpromising oot an empire
which should pervade with its regenerating spirit nations afar off, and generations yet
unborn. Believing that he had found in Cavin one who possessed dl these great qualities,
Fardl was dready on hisway to vidt him.

Farel now stands before the author of the Ingtitutes. He beholds a man of small stature
and sckly mien. Were these the shoulders on which he should lay a burden which would
have tasked the strength of Atlas himself? We can well believe that Fard experienced
some moments of painful misgivings. To reassure himsdlf he had to recdl to mind,
doubtless, the profound wisdom, the calm strength, and the sublimity of principle
displayed on every page of the Indtitutes. That was the red Calvin. Now Farel began to
press his suit. He was here combating alone. He had to do daily battle againgt an
arocious tyranny outsde the city, and againg alicentious Libertinism within it. Come,

he said to the young Reformer, and be my comrade in the campaign.

Cavin'sreply was arefusd. His congructive and practical genius was then unknown
even to himsdlf. His sphere, he believed, was hislibrary; his proper instrument of work,
his pen; and to cast himsdlf into a scene like that before him was, he believed, to
extinguish himsdlf. Panting to be at Bade or & Strasburg, where spesking from the
sanctuary of a studious and laborious privacy, he could edify dl the churches, he
earnestly besought Farel to sand asde and let him go on hisway.

But Ferd would not stand aside. Putting on something of the authority of an ancient
prophet, he commanded the young traveler to remain and labor in Geneva, and he
imprecated upon his studies the curse of God, should he make them the pretext for
declining the call now addressed to him. 1t was the voice not of Fardl, but of God, that
now spoke to Calvin; so he fet; and ingtantly he obeyed. He loved, in after-life, to recall
that, "fearful adjuration,” which was, he would say, "as if God from on high had stretched
out his hand to stop me."



Cavin'sjourney was now at an end. He had reached the spot where his lifés work wasto
be done. Here, in this grey city, clinging to its narrow rocky ste, the cam lake at its feet,
and the glories of the digant mountainsin its sky, was he for twenty-eight yearsto toil

and wage battle, and endure defest, but to keep marching on through toil and defeet, to
more glorious victory in the end than warrior ever won with his sword, and then he would
fal on deep, and rest by the banks of that river whose "arrowy” stream he had crossed
but afew minutes before, he gave his hand to Fard, and in doing S0 he gave himsdf to
Geneva,

If the degtiny of Calvin was from that moment changed; if from a student he became a
legidator and leeder; if from being a soldier in the ranks he became generdissmo of the
armies of Protestantism, not less was the destiny of Geneva from that moment changed.
Calvin had aready written a book that congtituted an epoch in Protestantism, but he was
to write it a second time; though not with pen and ink. He would display before dl
Christendom the Ingtitutes, not as a volume of doctrines, but as a system of redlized facts
— a State rescued from the charnel-house of corruption, and raised to the glorious
heritage of liberty and virtue— gloriousin art, in letters, and in riches, because
resplendent with every Christian virtue. To write Protestantism upon their banners, to
proclam it in ther edicts, to ingdl it asaworship in their churches, Cavin and dl the
Reformers held to be but a smdl affair; whet they strove above al thingsto achieve was
to plant it as an operative mord force in the hearts of men, and at the foundations of
States.

Cavin was now at the age of twenty-saven. The magistrates of Geneva welcomed him,
but with a cautious reserve, if we may judge from the first mention of his name in the
registers of the city, about afortnight after hisarrivad, as "that Frenchman!" He was
appointed to give lectures on the scriptures, and to preach. Beza styles him "doctor or
professor of sacred letters,” but as yet no academy existed, and his prelections were
delivered in the cathedra. As regards the latter function, that of preacher, it was some
time before Cavin would assume it. When at length he appeared in the pul pit as pastor,
he spoke with an e ogquence so smple and clear, yet 0 mgestic and luminous, that his
audiences continued daily to grow. He had dready done awinter's work, but had received
scarcely any wages, for we read in the Council Registers, under date February 13th,
1537: "Six gold crowns are given to Cauvin or Calvin, seeing that he has hitherto
scarcely received anything.”

It was nat long till Calvin's rare genius for system and organization began to display

itsdlf. Within three months from the commencement of hislaborsin Geneva, he had, in
conjunction with Farel, compiled a brief but comprehensive creed, setting forth the
leading doctrines of the Chrigtian faith To this he added a Catechism, not that, in

guestion and answer, for children, which we now possess, but one adapted to adults. The
Genevans, with uplifted hands, had embraced Protestantism: Calvin would show them
what that Protestantism was which they had professed, and what were the moral duties
which it demanded of dl its adherents. The Genevans had lifted up their hands. had they
bowed their hearts? This was the main question with him. He had no trust in blind



obedience. Knowledge must be the corner-stone of the new State, the foundations of
which he was now laying.

We can give here only the briefest outline of this Confesson of Faith. Placing the Word

of God in the foreground, as the one infdlible authority, and the one and solerule, it
proceeds, in twenty-one articles, to declare what scripture teaches, touching God, and the
plan of redemption which he has provided for man falen and helpless. It proclams Chrigt
the one channd of dl blessng; the Spirit, the one Author of dl good works; faith, "the
entrance to dl these riches," and then goes on to speak of the apparatus set up for offering
redemption to men, the sacraments and minigters. Then follow articles on the church,
"comprehending the whole body of true believers,”" on excommunicetion, or the

excdluson from the church of al manifestly unholy and vicious persons, till they shal

have repented; and, in fine, on magigtracy, "an ordinance of God," and to be respected "in
al ordinances that do not contravene the commandments of God." On the 10th of
November, 1536, this Confession was received and approved of by the Council of Two
Hundred.

To the hdf-Protestantized citizens of Genevathe sting of this document was in the end of
it — excommunication. The other articles had smply to be professed; this one was
heavier than them dl, inasmuch asit had to be borne. What did this power import? Was
the Protestant excommunication but the Pgpa anathema under another name? Far fromit.
It carried with it no crud infliction. It operated in no preternatura or mystic manner,
inflicting blight upon the soul. It did not even pronounce on the state of the man before
God. It smply found that hislife was manifestly unholy, and, therefore, that he was unfit
for aholy society, and in token of his excluson it withheld from him the sacraments. No
society can exist without laws or rules; but of what use are laws without a tribund to
adminigter them? and without the right of inflicting pendties, atribuna would be
powerless, and alighter pendty than "excommunication” or expulson it would be
impossible to conceive or devise. Without this power the church in Geneva would have
not been faithful to the word of God.

It is necessary at this stage to refer to the Congtitution — civil and ecclesasticd — of
Geneva, in order that the course of affairs may be clearly intdligible. First therewasa
convention of dl the citizens, termed the Council-Generd. To obviate the confusion and
turbulence incident to so large an assembly, a Council of Two Hundred was chosen,
termed the Gresat Council. Next came the Little, or ordinary Council, conssting of
twenty-five members, including the four Syndics of the city. Thislast, the Council of
Twenty-five, was the executive, and possessed moreover alarge share of the judicid and
legidative power. The congtitutional machinery we have described in detail was
popularly summed up thus — the PEOPLE, the COUNCIL, and SENATE of Geneva.
The Council-Genera — that is, the People — was convoked only once ayear, in
November, to eect the four Syndics. Besides this annua assembly, it met on important
emergencies, or when fundamental changes were to be determined upon, and then only.
The actud government of the State was mainly in the hands of the Council of Twenty-
five, which was by condtitution largely oligarchicd. Such was the republic when Calvin
became a member of it.



With Protestantism there arrived a new power in Geneva— therdigious, namdy — and
we complete our picture of the government of the little State when we describe the
provison made for the exercise of the ecclesagtical authority. The court or tribuna

which took cognizance of church scandas was the Consstory. The Consstory was
composed of the five minigters of the city and twelve laymen. It met every Thursday, and
the highest pendity it had power to inflict was excommunication, by which is meant
expulson from the church. If thisfailed to reclam the offender, the Consstory had the
right to report the case to the Council, and require it to proceed therein according to the
laws. Thus, when the church judicidly determined certain acts to be sins requiring
discipline, she would visit them with her censures. The state — as a nursing mother to the
church - viewed the same acts as crimes, and meted out to them its punishments, as we
find in scripture as well.

Cavin took the Isradlite theocracy — stripped of its digtinctively Jewish eements - as his
model when he set to work to frame, or rather to complete, the General Republic. What
we see on the banks of the Leman is atheocracy; Jehovah was its head, the Bible was its
supreme code, and the government exercised a presiding and paterna guardianship over
al interests and causes, civil and spiritud. Geneva, in this respect, was a reproduction of
Nineveh during its short lived Reformation at the time of Jonah, and of I1sradl and Judah
during their better days of Reformation.

Calvin grasped the essentid ditinction between things civil and things ecclesagticd, and
the necessity of placing the two under distinct jurisdictions or powers. We may quote
here the words of agreat satesman, and a countryman of Calvin's, who has done justice
to the Reformer on this point. "A principle,” says Guizot, "we should rather say a passion,
held sway in Cavin's heart, and was his guiding tar in the permanent organization of the
church which he founded, aswell asin his persond conduct during hislife. That

principle is the profound digtinction between the civil and the religious community.
Didtinction, we say, and by no means separation. Calvin, on the contrary, desired dliance
between the two communities and the two powers, but each to be independent in its own
domain, combining their action, showing mutua respect, and lending mutua support .....
In this principle and this fundamental Iabor,” continues the higtorian, "there are two new
and bold reforms attempted in the very heart of the great Reformation of Europe, and
over and above the work of itsfirst promoters.” In proof, Guizot goes on to instance
England, where the "royd supremacy” was accepted; Switzerland, where the Council of
State hdld the sovereign authority in matters of religion; and Germany, where the
magigtrate was the chief bishop; and continues: "In this great question asto the relaions
between church and state, Calvin desired and did more, than his predecessors ... in spite
of the resstance often showed him by the civil magigtrates, in spite of the concessions he
was sometimes obliged to make to them, he firmly maintained this principle, and he
secured to the Reformed Church of Geneva, in purdly rdigious questions and affairs, the
right of salf-government, according to the faith and the law as they stand written in the
Holy Books."

Cavin'stheological code was followed by one of moras. There werefew citiesin



Christendom that had greater need of such arule than the Geneva of that day. For
centuries it had known dmaost nothing of mord discipline. The clergy were notorioudy
profligate, the government was tyrannica, and the people, in consequence, were
demoralized. Geneva had but one redeeming trait, the love of liberty. The indtitutions of
learning were neglected, and the manners of the Genevans were as rude as their passons
were violent. They reveled, they danced, they played at cards, they fought in the Streets,
they sang indecent songs, uttered fearful blasphemies; indulged, in short, in al sorts of
excesses. It was clear that Protestantism must cleanse the city or leave it. Genevawas
nothing unlessit was mord; it could not stand a day. Thiswas the task to which Cavin
now turned his atention.

This introduces the subject of the sumptuary laws, which were sketched at thistime,

though not finished till an after-period. The rules now framed forbade games of chance,
oaths and blasphemies, dances, lascivious songs, farces, and masguerades. The hours of
taverners were shortened; every one was to be at home by nine a night, and hotd- keepers
were to see that these rules were observed by their guests. To these were added certain
regulations with aview of restraining excess in dress and profusion & meds. All were
enjoined to attend sermon and the other religious exercises. Even before the time of
Cavin, under the Roman Church, most of these practices, and especidly dances, had

been forbidden under severe pendties.

The second battle with the citizens proved a harder one than the first with the priests, and
the reformation of manners amore difficult task than the reformation of beliefs. The
citizens remembered the hacyon days they had enjoyed under their bishop, and
contrasted them with the mord restraints imposed upon them by the Consistory. The
reproofs which Cavin thundered againgt their vices from the pulpit were intolerable to
many, perhaps to most. The population was amixed one. Many were still Papists at heart;
some were Anabaptists, and others were deeply tainted with that infidd and materidistic
philasophy which had been growing quietly up under the shade of the Roman Church.
The successful conflict the Genevans had waged for their political independence helped,
too, to make them lesswilling to bow to the Protestant yoke. Was it not enough that they
had shed their blood to have the gospel preached to them? It was mortifying to find that
very Protestantism which they had struggled to establish turning round upon them, and
weighing them in its scaes, and finding them wanting.

Loud and indignant cries were raised againgt Calvin for neglecting his office. Appointed
to be an expogitor of scripture, who made him, asked his calumniators, a censor of moras
and areprover of the citizens?

Rdigion, in the age gone by, had been too completely dissociated from mordity to make
the absurdity of this accusation palpable. The Libertines, as the oppositionists began now
to be called, demanded the abalition of the new code; they complained especidly of the
"excommunication.” "What!" said they, "have we put down the Popish confessiond only
to set up a Protestant one?' and mounting party badges, they wore green flowersin
mockery of the other citizens, cdling them "brothersin Chrigt." The Government began
to be intimidated by these clamors. The mgority of the citizens being Hill on the Side of



the minigters, the Council ventured on issuing an edict, commanding the Libertines to
leave the city.

But it had not the courage to enforce its own order; and the Libertines, seeing its
weekness, grew every day more insolent. At length the electionsin February, 1538, gave
amgority in their favor in the Council; three out of the four Syndics were on the side of
the Libertines. Thisturn of affairs placed the pastorsin a position of extreme difficulty.
They stood in front of a hostile Council, pushed on from behind by a hostile population.
Cavin remained firm. His resolution was taken undterably to save his principle, come
what might to himsdlf. He was determined a al hazards not to give holy things to unholy
men; for he saw that with that principle must stand or fdl the Reformation in Geneva.

While these intestine convulsons shook the city within, invasion threatened it without.
The drife of the citizens were the sSignd to their old enemies to renew their attempts to
recover Geneva. The inhabitants fortified the walls, cast the superfluous bdllsinto
cannon, and placed them upon the ramparts. Alad thiswould avall but little, seeing they
were dl the while pulling down that which was their true defense. With their mordity
was bound up their Protestantism, and should it depart, not al their stone wals would
prevent their becoming once more the prey of Rome.

At this stage the matter was till further embroiled by the interference of Bern. The
government of that powerful canton, ambitious of assuming the direction of affars at
Geneva, counseled the Genevese to restore certain ceremonies which had been retained in
the Bernese Reformation, but cast off in the Genevan one; among others, holy days (like
Chrigmas), and the use of unleavened bread in the Communion. Cavin and Fard
demurred to the course recommended.

The moment the sentiments of the pastors became known, a vehement zed seized the
Libertines to have the Lord's Supper dispensed with unleavened bread. The Government
decided that it should be as the Libertines desired. With Cavin amuch greater question
was whether the Communion should be given to these persons at dl. As Easter
gpproached, the fury of the party increased. They ran through the streets at night
vociferating and yelling. They would stop before the pastors houses, cdling out, “To the
Rhone! to the Rhone!™ and would then fire off their arquebuses. They got up a
masguerade in which they parodied that very ordinance which their scrupulous
consciences would not permit them to receive save with unleavened bread. Frightful
confusion prevailed in Geneva. Thisis attested by eye-witnesses, and by those who had
the best opportunities of knowing the truth of what they have narrated. " Popery had
indeed been forsworn,”" says Beza, "but many had not cast away with it those numerous
and disgraceful disorders which had for along time flourished in the city, given up asit
was for so many yearsto canons and impure priests.” "Nothing was to be heard,” says
Rest, "but informations and quarrdls between the former and present lords (the old and
new members of Council), some being the ringleaders, and others following in their
steps, the whole mingled with reproaches about the booty taken in the war, or the spoils
carried off from the churches." "I have lived here" says Cavin himsdlf, describing those
agitations, "engaged in strange contests. | have been saluted in mockery of an evening



before my own door, with fifty or sixty shots of arquebuses. Y ou may imagine how that
must asteroid a poor scholar, timid as| am, and as| confess| dwayswas." It was amid
these shameful scenes that the day arrived which was to show whether the Libertines

backed by the Council, or Cavin supported by his own greet principle, would give way.

On the morning of Easter Sunday, 1538, the great bell Clemence rung out its summons,
and dl the quarters of the city poured out their inhabitants to fill the churches. Farel
ascended the pulpit of St. Gervais, Calvin occupied that of St. Peter's. In the audience
before them they could see the Libertinesin grest force. All was calm on the surface, but
asngle word might let loose the winds and awake the tempest. Nevertheess they would
do their duty. The pastors expounded the nature of the Lord's Supper; they described the
dispositions required in those who would worthily partake of it; and gppedling to the
disorders which had reigned in the city in the past weeks, in proof that these were not the
dispositions of the mgority of those now assembled, they concluded by intimating that
this day the Holy Supper would not be dispensed. Hereupon, outcries drowned the voice
of the preachers. The uproar was specidly great in St. Gervai's; swords were unsheathed,
and furious men rushed toward the pulpit. Fardl waited with his arms crossed. He had
long since learned to look on angry faces without trembling. Cavin in . Peter's was
equally resolute. Sooner should his blood dye the boards he stood upon, than he would be
guilty of the profanation demanded of him. "We protest before you al,”" he sad, "that we
are not obstinate about the question of bread, leavened or unleavened; that is amatter of
indifference, which iseft to the discretion of the church. If we decline to administer the
Lord's Supper, it is because we are in agreat difficulty, which prompts usto this course.”
Farel had borne the brunt of the tempest in the morning, it was to be Cavin'sturn in the
evening. On descending to the Church of Rive, the former Convent of St. Francis, near
the shores of the lake, he found the place dready filled with an assembly, many of whom
had brought their swords with them Whatever apprehens ons the young Reformer may
have fdt, he presented to the assembly, which hung upon the edge of the sorm, acam
and fearless front. He had not been more than eighteen monthsin their city, and yet he
had inspired them with an awe greeter than that which they felt even for Fardl.

These two were men of the same spirit, as of the same office, and yet they were unlike,
and the Genevans saw the difference. Farel was the man of oratory, Calvin was the man
of power. In what attribute or faculty, or combination of faculties, his power lay, they
would have had greet difficulty in saying. Certainly it was not in his gestures, nor in his
arrs, nor in the pomp of his rhetoric, for no one could more seduloudly eschew these
things, but that he did possess power — cam, inflexible, resistless power — they dl
knew, for they dl fdt it. Fard's invectives and denunciations were terrible; his passion
was grand, like the thunderstorms of their own Alps, but there was something in the noise
that tempered his severity, and softened his accusations. Cavin never thundered and
lightened. Had he done so it would have been a rdlief; the Genevans would have fdt him
to be more human and genid — aman of like passons with themsdves, & least, of like
passions with Farel, whom they regarded with amixture of love and fear, and whom they
could not help haf-forgiving, even when he was rousing their anger by his reproaches.
But in histerrible cmness, in his passonless reason, Cavin sood gpart from, and rose
above dl around him — above Farel — even above the Council, whose authority was



dwarfed before the moral magjesty that seemed to clothe this man. He was among them
like an incarnate conscience; his utterances were decrees, just and inflexible, like the laws
of heaven themsdves. Whence had he come, this mysterious and terrible man? Noyon
was his birth-place, but what influences had moulded such a spirit? and what chance was
it which had thrown him into therr city to hold them in his spdll, and rule them as neither
bishop, nor duke, nor Pope had been able to rule them? They would try whether they
could not bresk hisyoke. For this end they had brought their swords with them.

The higtorians who were eye-witnesses of the scene that followed are discreet in their
accounts of it. It did not end so tragically as it threatened, and instead of facts that would
not redound to the honor of their city, they treet usto fdicitations that the affair had no
worse atermination. What the words were that evoked the tempest we do not know. It
was not necessary that they should be strong, seeing the more violent the more welcome
would they be. While Calvin is preaching we see a dark frown pass suddenly over the
faces of the assembly. Ingtantly there come shouts and outcries, a moment &fter, the
clatter of weapons being hadtily unsheathed salutes our ears; the next, we are dazzled by
the gleam of naked swords. The tempest has burst with tropical suddenness and violence.
The infuriated men, waving thelir wegponsin the face of the preacher, press forward to
the pulpit. One single stroke and Calvin's career would have been ended, and not his only
— with him would have ended the career of Geneva as the new foothold of the
Reformation. Farel had fdlt the burden too heavy for him; and had Cavin fdlen, we
know of no one who could have taken his place. What a triumph for Rome, who would
have re-entered Geneva over the mangled corpse of the Reformer! But what a disaster to
Europe, the young day of which would have been quenched in the blackness of atwo-
fold night — that of arisng atheism, and that of a returning superstition!

But the movement was not fated so to end. He who had scattered the power of emperors
and armies when they stood in battle array againgt the Reformation, stilled the clamors of
furious mobs when they rose to extinguish it. The same buckler that covered Luther in the
Diet of Worms, was extended over the head of Calvin amid the glittering swordsin the
Church of Rive. In that assembly were some who were the friends of the Reformer; they
hadtily threw themsdlves between the pulpit and the furious men who were pressng
forward to strike. This check gave time to the less hostile among Cavin's foes to recover
their senses, and they now remongtrated with the more violent on the crime they were
about to commit, and the scandal they would cause if they succeeded in their object.
Their anger began to coal; first one and then another put back his sword into its sheath;
and after some time calm was restored. Michagl Roset, the chronicler and magidirate,
who gppears to have been present, says, with an evident sense of rdief, "The affair
passed off without bloodshed ;" and the words of the syndic Guatier, who reckoned its
peaceable ending a sort of miracle, show how near it had been to having avery different
termination. The Reformer's friends did not think it prudent to leave him undefended,
though the storm seemed to have spent itself. Forming an escort round him, they
conducted him to his home.

On the morrow the Council of Two Hundred met, and pronounced sentence of
banishment upon the two ministers. This sentence was rétified on the following day by



the Council-Generd or assembly of the people. On the decison being intimated to
Cavin, hereplied with dignity, "Had | been the servant of man, | should have received
but poor wages, but happy for meitisthat | am the servant of him who never falsto give
his servants that which he has promised them." The Council rested its sentence of
banishment upon the question of "unleavened bread." Herein it acted disngenuoudy. The
pastors had protested that the question of leavened or unleavened bread in the Eucharist
was with them an open one,

Thered ground of banishment is one on which the magisirates of Geneva, for obvious
reasons, are slent — namely, the refusa of Farel and Calvin to ceebrate the Lord's
Supper, on account of the blagphemies and immorditiesindulged in by many of those
who demanded admission to the Communion-table. Before being condemned, Calvin
asked to be heard in his defense before the Council-General, but his request was refused.

It isimportant to mark, at this stage, that the principle on which the Reformer rested his
whole scheme of Church government was— holy things are not to be given to the
unholy. This principle he labored to make inviolable, as being the germ, in the first place,
of purity in the Church; and, in the second, of mordity and liberty in the State. The
principle was, as we have seen, on thisitsfirst attempt to assert itsdlf, cast out and
trodden under foot of an infidel democracy. That party, in the days of Cavin, wasonly in
itsfirst sprouting; it has since grown to greatness, and put forth its strength on awider
theater, and the world has seen it, particularly in France, pull down and tread into the dust
kings and hierarchies. But Calvin's principle, being Divine, could not perish under the
blows now dedlt it. It was overborne for the moment, and driven out of Genevain the
persons of its champions, but it lifted itself up again, and, re-entering Geneva, was there,
fifteen years afterwards, crowned with victory.

With steps dow and sad, and looks cast behind — for it was hard to rdinquish dl hope of
acity on which they had bestowed so much labor — did the two banished ministers
pursue their uncertain way. After an ineffectua attempt on the part of Bern and Zurich to
compose the quarrdl, Fardl went to Neuchatel, which became the field of his future

labors, and thus he completed the building of which he had laid the foundations in years
gone by. Cavin, journeying by way of Bade, and hdting awhile in acity which he loved
above dl others, ultimately repaired to Strasburg, to which he had been earnestly invited
by the two pastors of that city, Bucer and Capito. Three years of honorable labor awaited
him in Strasburg.

Didtinguished foreigners, exiles for the gospd, gathered round him; the French refugees,
said to be about 15,000 in number, forming themsalves into a congregation, made him
their pastor; and the Town Council, appropriating the Church of the Dominicansto his
use, gppointed him to give lectures on the scriptures. His audience was a more erudite
and polished one than any Geneva could then furnish, for only through Calvin was
Genevato become learned. The love of Strasburg was as bam to the smitten and
wounded heart of the exile.

The expulsion of the two ministers did not cam the tempest thet raged in the little State



on the banks of the Leman. The Council, perhaps to show that they could govern without
Cavin, published some new edicts for the reformation of manners; but, alasl mora

power had departed with the ministers, and the commands of the magisirates were
unheeded. The more distant the retreating steps of Farel and Calvin, the louder grew the
disordersin the city they had left. The preachers, Marcourt and Morand, who now
occupied the vacated pulpits, were Smply objects of contempt. They soon quitted the
city in disgust. The dominant faction had demanded "liberty,” and now, left without

ather rdigious guide or secular ingructor, they werein afar way of being asfree as

their hearts could wish, and eminently pious to boat, if there be truth in the maxim that
"ignorance is the mother of devotion.”

Cavin, in his new sphere at Strasburg, preached four times aweek, and discharged dl the
other duties, private and public, of afaithful pastor. He lectured every day on theologica
science to the students of the Academy, taking as his textbook the Gospel of St. John and
the Epidtle to the Romans, which he expounded. The fame of hislectures drew students
from other countries, and Strasburg promised to riva Wittemberg as a school of

theology. The Reformer had asked no sdary from the magidtrates, and they werein no
haste to assign him one, and now he was in deep poverty: He gppears to have been il in
receipt of asmdl sum from his paternd inheritance, which he strove to supplement by

the sale of his books. Painful it must have been to him to part with these, but he had no
dternative, for we find him writing to Fardl at thistime that he "did not possessa
farthing." The Senate of Strasburg afterwards appointed him a stipend, but so smdl that it
did not suffice for his wants. But we return to Geneva

Calvin being gone, the Pope now drew near. He had been watching the ripening of the
pear for some time, and now he deemed it fit to be plucked. Cardind Sadoleto was
employed to write a letter to the people of Geneva, which, it was thought, was dl that
was needed to make them re-enter the old fold. Than Sadoleto no fitter man could have
been found for this task. Having passed his youth at the court of Leo X, he was quite as
much a son of the Renai ssance as a son of the Church. He overflowed with that mild
tolerance which, bred of indifferentism, is sometimes mistaken for true liberdity. He
could write any number of fine sentiments in the purest Latin. He was of irreproachable
life. The Protestants sometimes thought that he was about to become one of themselves.
But no: he loved the calm of letters, and the aesthetic ddights of art. Abovedl, he
rgoiced in the security and comfort of an infdlible Church. It saved the tail of inquiry
and the torment of doulbt.

His letter "to the Senate and People of Geneva' was such as might have been expected
from such aman. He began by protesting his ancient affection for them; he praised their
many noble qudities; and he "drowned his page’ with his poignant grief at their
misfortunes. Aladl that they had suffered themselves to be seduced into Protestantism,
which, however, he was good enough to say contained a modicum of truth. And so,
tasking the elegance of his pen to the utmost, he coined some glowing complimentsin
praise of Holy Writ, of Chrigt asthe sole Author of salvation, and of the doctrine of
judtification by faith. In thus expressing himsdf, Sadoleto had not the remotest intention
of becoming adisciple of the Protestant faith; he was only beckoning back the Genevans



to repose beneath the tiara. In an infalible Church only could they find escape from such
gsorms as the exercise of private judgment had let loose upon them.

The letter had the very opposite effect from that which it was expected to produce. It
helped to show the men of Geneva the brink to which they were drawing nigh. Are we
then, they said to themsalves on reading the cardind's | etter, so near to Rome that the
Pontiff believes he has only to open the gates in order that we may comein? Moreover it
made them fed the loss they had sustained in the banishment of Calvin; they looked
around for aman to reply to Sadoleto, for they felt that hisletter must not remain
unanswered, but they looked in vain. One name was on every lip as that of the man who
aone was adequate to the task of replying, but with theink not yet dry in which the
banishment of the man who bore that name was written, they dared not utter it. This
showed, however, that the tide had begun to turn. Calvin meanwhile got a copy of the
cardind's letter at Strasburg, and without waiting to be asked by the Genevans he
answered it forthwith, and in such fashion that Sadoleto made no second attempt of the
sort. Cavin'sreply to Sadoleto was the work of Six days, and it remains a monument of
his genius. He begins by paying a fine compliment to the cardind's learning and
eloquence, and goes on to express hiswonder at the "singular love and goodwill" which
Sadoleto, an entire stranger to the people of Geneva, had so suddenly conceived for them,
"of which nevertheless no fruit ever gppeared.” "If," continues Calvin, "it was ambition
and avarice" as Sadoleto had hinted, which moved him in separating from Rome, what a
blunder had hefdleninto! "Certainitis" said he, "if | had paid regard to my persond
advantage, | should never have separated from your faction.” "Was not," he asks, "our
shortest way of attaining to wealth and honors to accept from the first the conditions
which you have offered us?' Apogates you cdl us, says Cavin. "The men of Geneva,
extricating themsdlves from the dough of error in which they were sunk, have returned to
the doctrine of the gospel, and this thou callest aandoning the truth of God. They have
withdrawn from Pgpa tyranny, and this thou sayest isto separate from the Church!™ "We
contradict the Fatherd" exclaims the Reformer, adverting to another charge the cardinal
had brought againgt the Protestants, "we are more nearly in agreement with antiquity than
you our opponents, as thou knowest, Sadoleto, and we ask for nothing else than to see
restored that ancient face of the Church which has been torn to pieces and amost
destroyed by the Pope and hisfaction.” And after reminding the cardind of what his
learning made him well acquainted with, namely, the condition of the Church during the
days of both the Greek and the Latin Fathers, Calvin asks him, "Wilt thou call that man
an enemy of antiquity who, full of zedl for ancient piety, longs to restore in ther first
splendor the things which are now corrupted? With what right are we accused of having
subverted the ancient discipline by the very party that has abolished it?"

With afew strokes Cavin next draws a picture of the state in which the Reformers found
the schools and the pulpits: nothing taught in the first but *pure sophigtries” "tangled and
twisted scholastic theology,” "akind of secret magic." And as for the pulpits, "there were
no sermons from which foolish old women did not learn more dreams than they could
relatein amonth by their own fireside." Was it a crime to have replaced that rubbish by a
theology drawn from the Word of God, and to have slenced the monks by filling the
pulpits with preachers of the ancient gospel? There follow some noble passages on



judtification by faith, on Chrigt's sole mediatorship, on worship, the Lord's Supper, the
minigtry, and the church.

In the close of hisletter, Cavin comesto the dread tribund to which the cardina hed
cited him, and he thus pleads. "I saw Christ cast into oblivion, and become unprofitable;
what was | to do? | saw the Gospd tifled by superdtition; what was | to do? | saw the
Divine Word voluntarily ignored and hidden; what was | to do? If he is not ‘to be reputed
atraitor who, seeing the soldiers dispersed and scattered, raises the captain's ensign,
raliesthem, and restores their order,’ am | atraitor for having raised amid the disbanded
Church the old banner of Jesus Chrigt? For it isnot a new and 'strange ensign which |
have unfurled, but thy noble standard, O Lord!™ He adds, with reference to Sadoleto's
taunt that they had broken the peace, "Did they [the Romanists] not most suddenly and
furioudy betake themsdlves to the siword and the gibbet? Did they not think that their sole
resource was in ams and cruety?' They have given usin default of other consecration
that of tribulation and of blood. We know what we have done, and in whom we have
believed, and "heaven grant, Sadoleto, that thou and thine may one day be ableto say as
much sncerely.”

Thus did Calvin, though banished, continue to cover Genevawith his shield. The writing
ran quickly through Europe. Luther read it and was ddighted beyond measure with it. His
eye at once discerned its freedom, strength, and mgesty. "Here," said he, "isawriting
which has hands and feet. | rgjoice that God raises up such men. They will continue what
| have begun againg Antichrist, and by the help of God they will finishit.”

Cavin has now become, or is very soon to become, the center of the movement, whose
present position in Christendom is somewhat perilous. A crisis had arrived in the great
conflict between Romanism and Protestantism. It was clear to both parties that the breach
that divided them must be healed now, and that if a settlement was much longer delayed
the controversy would grow into an embittered and sanguinary war, prolonged from
decade to decade, and it might be for a dtill longer period. During the yearsthat Calvin
resided at Strasburg, the Popish and Protestant worlds assembled in not fewer than four
successve conventions, to try whether it was not possible to frame a basis on which the
two Churches might come together, and peace be restored to Christendom. The initiative
of these conferences was taken by the emperor on the part of the Romanists; and indeed
of the two partiesit was the latter that had the stronger reasons for holding out the olive-
branch.

Twenty-five years had now passed away in ther effortsto put down Protestantism, and
instead of being able to recount a series of victories, they had little to show save alist of
defeets. All things worked contrariwise for them. If they held a disputation, it was only to
expose the weakness of their champions; if they convoked a synod, it was only to hear a
Protestant Confession; if they held a conference, it was to have some new concession
wrung from them; if they planted stakes, they found they were but sowing the seed of

new martyrs; if they leagued among themsalvesin order to strike a combined blow, some
untoward event fdl out, some dly betrayed them, or the ominous figure of the Turk

started up, and so their plans came to nothing. The bow broke just as the arrow was about



to belet fly. And, then, what a this hour was the atitude of the severd naions as
regarded their obedience to the Papa chair? One haf of the European States had placed
themselves, or were hastening to do so, benesth the Protestant banner.

The two Saxonys, Prussa, Hesse-Cassd, Wurtemberg, with some smaller States, and a
multitude of free cities, were now ranged round the great PROTEST. The better half of
Switzerland was logt to Rome. Few, save the herdsmen of the mountains, now received
her pardons and sent their money in return. Denmark and Sweden had revolted. The
powerful kingdoms of England and France were at that hour trembling in the baance.

Everywhere men were kicking against Rome's ancient and sacred sway, and soon, on the
north of the Alps, few subjects would remain to her. Parliaments were passing lavs to
check her usurpations; her bulls were dishonored; palls were at a discount; tithes, annats,
reservations, and expectatives were but as the gleanings after the harvest; pamers and
anchorets were disgppearing from her highways, men were burying her relics instead of
worshipping them; the cowl and frock were being abandoned for the garb of honest 1abor;
schools and hospital's were replacing monasteries and convents; the reading of the
scriptures was supplanting the counting of beads, and the preaching of the gospel the
chanting of litanies and masses.

And then, in addition to al these losses, when the Romanists looked at the other side they
could not conceal from themselves the strength of the Protestant position. Not only did
the Reformation divide Christendom — not only did it receive the support of states,
princes, and free cities— but, further, it had created a multitude of agencies, which were
continudly a work multiplying its adherents, and extending sill farther its area.

Foremost among these were the Sacred Oracles in the mother-tongue of the nations. In
the rear of this Divine instrumentdity came nearly dl the men of thought, of letters, and
of éoguence which the age could boast. Ever and anon Luther's pen was darting flashes
of light over Europe.

Recently had come that magnificent demondtration, the Ingtitutes. That work was moving
up and down in Christendom, an embaitled phalanx of argument, compared with which
the legions of the emperor were as weakness. Around the two greet chiefs, Luther and
Calvin, were a hundred keen and disciplined intellects ready to expose a sophism, to
confront afalsehood, to laugh at folly, and to castigate hypocrisy and arrogance.
Moreover, the habit of free inquiry, and the art of combining — of which the Schmakad
League furnished an example, which was not lost upon its opponents — had come to the
ad of that cause which had given them birth. In fine, among the forces on the side of
Protestantism, not the least was the spirit of its disciples. They could face the dungeon
and the rack, the scaffold and the stake, and not quail; and in the room of those who were
burned to ashes to-day, hundreds would start up to-morrow to grasp the faling sandard,
and bear it onward to victory. These considerations could not but force themselves upon
the minds of the Romanigts, and weigh with them in the overtures they now made to the
Protestants. From the far-off banks of the Tagus came aletter full of not unfriendly
professions. Writing in the Alcazar a Toledo, the 25th of November, 1539, the emperor



invited the Protestant princes of Germany to meet and try whether they could not devise
messures of conciliation. Charlesintimated at the same time that the King of France, with
whom he was then a peace, was equdly solicitous on this point with himself.

In pursuance of this letter, the princes assembled next February at Frankfort. Eldo,
Archbishop of Lunden, represented the emperor at the conference. Cavin, accompanied
by Sturm, went thither, at the urgent solicitations of his brethren, mainly with the view of
watching over the interests of the Swiss Churches, and of having the pleasure of meeting
and conferring with Mdancthon. The debates were long, but the conclusions reached
were of no great moment. All resulted in atruce, which wasto last for fifteen months, to
permit a convention of theologians and learned men to meet and discuss the steps
necessary for quieting the rdigious troubles. Without the truce the members would not
have been sure of their heads. Meanwhile, prosecutions againgt the Protestants in the
imperia chamber were to be dropped, and no one on either side was to be disturbed on
account of hisreligion. The Protestants thought they saw the cloven foot in the attempts
to confine this agreement to those of the Augsburg Confession. The emperor had the best
reasons for excluding the Swiss from its benefits. He knew that should the German and
Swiss Reformers combine, and form one Protestant camp, extending from the Bdltic to
the banks of the Rhone, and the foot of the Pennine mountains, the cause of Rome would
be logt north of the Alps, and his own dynastic projects dong with it.

We turn with a peculiar pleasure from the chamber of conference, to the yet more sacred
chamber where the Reformation's grestest scholar, and its greatest theol ogian, were about
to commune together. From the first moment Meancthon and Calvin understood each
other. Of Mdancthon'sinviolable loyalty at heart to the Protestant creed Calvin had not a
doubt. The unwise concessons into which his love of peace at times betrayed him,
though they drew forth Calvin's rebuke, never shook his confidencein him. A free
interchange of sentiments on the nature of the Eucharist took place, and Cavin, aswe
learn from his|ettersto Fardl, was ddlighted to find that Me ancthon's opinions nearly
goproximated to his own, dthough his veneration for Luther kept him from saying soin
public. Future discussions, however, showed that the unanimity was not quite so great as
Cavin had hoped. Ther friendship, nevertheless, continued unbroken throughout their
lives, and yidded its fruits to the church of God.

Thereis one other meseting that would have had greater interest for us than even that
which we see now taking place. It was intensaly longed for on one side at least. Writing
to Luther, Cavin says, "Oh, if | could fly towards thee, and enjoy thy society, wereit but
for afew hourd" One cannot help asking, had Luther and Cavin met, which would have
appeared the greater? Would the breach in the Protestant host have been hedled, and the
Wittemberg and Genevan camps been merged into one?

Luther had been the center in the first act of the great drama. That was now closing, and
at the center of the second act, which was about to open, Calvin stands up; with an
enthusiasm as great, but alogic more severe, to complete and crown the work of his
predecessor.



The next convention was held a Hagenau. The assembly was presided over by King
Ferdinand. The Protestant princes were represented by their deputies. A great number of
divines were present, and among others Cavin. Meancthon was taken in on the road, and
was thus unavoidably absent. Ferdinand, on the ground that the Protestant princes were
not present, adjourned the assembly, to meet at Worms later. Meanwhile, it was
attempted to stedl a march on the Protestants by requiring them to restore the buildings,
lands, and revenues which they had taken from the Papists, and to promise that no new
members should be recelved into the Schmakald League. These proposds were
indignantly rejected. Fird, let the religious question be decided, said the Protestants, and
then the details will adjust themsdlves. They had robbed no man: the appropriated church
revenues they had devoted to the religious ingtruction of the people, to the support of
schools, and the rdlief of the poor. And asto refusing the protection of the League to
those who were persecuted for righteousness sake, they spurned the idea of binding
themsdaves to so dagtardly a policy. Calvin, who was not readily imposed upon, nor
eadly stisfied, bears the highest testimony in hislettersto the zed of these men, ashe
witnessed it a Frankfort. Sooner than dissolve their League, and abandon defenseless
provinces and towns to the will of the emperor and the Pope, they would see their cities
ploughed as afield, their castles razed, and themsalves led to the scaffold.

The conference assembled at Worms, as gppointed, but on the third day came letters from
the emperor dissolving it, and summoning it to meset, with grester solemnity, at Ratisbon,
in January, 1541. The members not arriving in time, the Diet of Ratisbon opened only in
April. Calvin, deputed by the city of Strasburg, went thither, though he expected little
from the conference, migtrusting the Sincerity of the Roman managers, and knowing,
perhaps better than any other man, that an impossible task had been assgned to them
when they were required to reconcile essentially antagonistic creeds. And yet many

things seemed to prognodticate a prosperous issue to this the fourth attempt, within the
gpace of two years, to effect the pacification of Christendom. Firg, the position of the
emperor's affairs made it clearly hisinteres to be on friendly terms with the princes of

the Protestant League. He was raising armies, expending vast sums, wasting his years and
grength, and taxing his genius in toilsome expeditions and mighty undertakings, and yet
the perplexities around his throne were thickening instead of lessening. Verily, he had no
need to court new difficulties. Charles spoke truth, doubtless, when, by the mouth of
Grenville, he opened the Diet with these words. "When he perceived how religion had
torn and rent asunder the Empire, and given occasion to the Turk to pierce dmost into the
bowels of Germany, it had been a greet grief to him, and, therefore, for many years past
he had, with their own consents, been essaying ways of pacification.”

The Pope, Paul 111, leaned scarcely less than the emperor towards conciliation. In token
of hisfriendly dispostion he sent Gaspar Contarini as his legate to the conference. A
patrician of Venice by birth, Cardinal Contarini was of pure life, of devout disposition,
and of libera opinions. He had been a member of "The Oratory of Divine Love" an
association which sought to promote alarge reform of church abuses, and on the
important doctrine of justification approximated very closdly to Luther. Not less desirous
were the Protestant divines of healing the breach, provided it could be done without
burying the Reformation. When they thought of the sacrifices which the continuance of



the struggle implied the desolations of war, and the blood that must flow on fidd and
scaffold — they shrunk from the respongibility of hadtily closing the door against any
redly well-meant attempt at union. At no former moment had peace seemed SO near.

The proceedings began by Grenville presenting to the conference a book, which he said
had received the emperor's gpprova, and which he wished them to adopt as the basis of
their discussions. The book consisted of a series of chapters or treatises on the doctrines,
the rites, the sacraments, the orders, and the congtitution and powers of the church. The
members were to sy what in it they agreed with, and what in it they dissented from. The
Pope naturaly wished the weighty point of his supremacy to be firgt taken in hand and
settled; but Contarini, departing from his ingtructions in this metter, postponed the
question of the Pope's powersto the end, and gave precedence to the doctrines of the
Chridian systlem. For some time dl went smoothly enough. A very tolerable unanimity
was found to exist between the two sides of the assembly on the doctrines of origind sin,
free-will, and judtification. Cavin was astonished to find the Romanists conceding o
much. "We have retained,” says he, writing to Fardl, "dl the substance of the true
doctrine. If you congder with what kind of men we have had to agree, you will
acknowledge that much has been accomplished.” As yet, no cloud appeared in the sky of
the conference.

Next came the subject of the church. The conference was agreed on the congtitution of
the church; as regards its authority it began to be seen that there were two partiesin the
assembly. To obviate immediate danger, it was proposed to pass on to other questions,
and leave this one for future settlement.

The sacraments followed. The Diet was nearing the more critical questions. There was
here some jarring, but the Protestants conceded the ceremonies as things indifferent, and
the conference was able to proceed. At last came the consideration of the sacrament of
the Lord's Supper. "There," said Calvin, "stood the impassable rock which barred the way
to farther progress.” "I had,” continues Calvin, "to explain in Latin what were my
sentiments. Without fear of offense, | condemned that peculiar loca presence; the act of
adoration | declared to be atogether insufferable.”

We now behold the representatives of the Popish and Protestant worlds gathered in
presence of the Roman sphinx — the stupendous mystery of transubstantiation. If they
shdl solve the riddle— reconcile the dogma to scripture, to reason, and to sense—dl
will bewdl; they will have united the two churches and pacified Europe; but if they shdl
fall, there awaits Christendom a continuance of divisons, of drife, of wars. One after
another comes forward with his solution, in the hope thet, like another OEdipus, he will
read the riddle, disarm the mongter, and avert from Christendom the untold calamities
with which it is threatened. First come the Protestants. "Philip and Bucer," says Calvin,
"have drawn up ambiguous and ingncere formulas, to try whether they could satisfy the
opposite party by yidding nothing." He bears his tesimony to their "best intentions”" but
expects nothing of their "equivocation.” Next come the Romanists. They enveloped the
wholein acloud of mydtification. The riddie is still unreed; the mystery ill sands
unsolved, despite the learning, the wit, and the sophistry which have been expended upon



it to make it comprehensible; it is as defiant of scripture, of reason, and of sense as ever.

At this stage an incident partly tragic and partly grotesque came to diversify the
proceedings of the convention. One day, the veteran controversidist, Dr. Eck, being
worsted by Mdancthon in an argument on the Eucharist, went home in arage, and drank
S0 deep at supper asto drown his sense of discomfiture and contract afever at the same
time. His gruff stentorian voice was heard no more in the debates, nor histal, broad-
shouldered and burly form seen in the conference hdll.

Afterwards the questions of private masses, invocation of saints, and the Pope's
supremacy received alanguid discussion, but with no satisfactory results. The skies, so
fair when the conference assembled, were now overcast with heavy clouds. The promise
of peace had failed. The emperor dissolved the Diet, with the promise, aways
forthcoming when affairs had got into a deadlock, that a General Council would speedily
convene, and that should the Pope refuse to call such, he himsalf would convoke a Diet of
the Empire for the settlement of dl the religious differences of Christendom.

So ended the Diet of Ratisbon. Had it succeeded in uniting the two churches, the history
of the world would henceforward have been different. Would it have been better? We
answer unhesitatingly, it would have been worse. God's plans are not only larger and
wiser but more beneficent than the thoughts of man. A union on only such terms as were
then possible would have closed the career of Protestantism; for a half-Reformetion
would have been no Reformation. Would then the Church of Rome, her doctrines
modified, we shall suppose, her worst abuses corrected, and her siway become more
tolerant, have resumed possession of Europe, and pursued her course unobstructed by
riva or opponent? We reply emphéticaly, it would not. The Popish champions atogether
overlook the forces which were a work in Christendom, when they lay the misfortunes of
their church at the door of Protestantism. The Church of Rome was moraly bankrupt
before the Reformers arose.

The Reformation in its Lutheran form had now culminated. It had planted in the mind of
Christendom to a much greater extent than before its rise the great principle of
renovation, "salvation through grace”. But instead of building upon it an organized and
thoroughly reformed church, to act as amoral breskwater against the godless principles
reedy to rush in and fill the void caused by the partid demalition of Romaniam, the
Reformation in Germany staled. Sheleft unaddressed various corruptions in worship
and church organization.

Had the Diet at Ratisbon succeeded in finding, what both parties in the convention so
sincerely labored to discover, abass of agreement, Cavin would not have returned to
Geneva. There would have been no need to seek a new center for a Reformation which
had run its course, and was about to disappear from the stage. It was saved, however,
from the entombment which agreement would have given it. The movement is again to
resume its march. Accordingly Calvin ison hisway back to Geneva.

While living honored in Strasburg, each day occupied in frutful labors, interrupted only



by attendances a imperid Diets, the public feding respecting the Reformer had been
undergoing a great change on the banks of the Leman. The faction of the Libertines,
reinforced by Anabaptists and Papidts, grew every day more ungovernable. Thiswicked
dliance — which would come in time dominate the Age of Secular Humanism — was
unsuccesstul in this era.of Reformation.  Licentiousness and tumult ran riot now thet
Cavinwas gone. The year 1539 passed in the most outrageous saturndia The Council,
helplessin the face of these disorders, began to repent of what they had done. The four
syndics who had been mainly active in the banishment of Cavin were now out of the
way. One had perished on the scaffold, charged with the crime of surrendering Genevese
territory; another, accused of sedition, had attempted to escape by his window, but,
fdling headlong, broke his neck. Hisfdlow-citizens, on learning histragic end, cdled to
mind that he had said tauntingly to Calvin, "Surdy the city-gate was wide enough to let
him go out.” The two remaining syndics, implicated in the same charges, had betaken
themsdlves to flight. All this happened in the same year and the same month.

It was now 1540. The city registers show the daily risein the tide of popular feding for
Cavin'srecdl. Three severa deputations did Geneva send to entreat the return of the
man whom, two years before, it had chased from its gates with contumely and threets.
The same two cantons, Bern and Zurich, whose gpproaches in the way of mediation it
then repulsed, were now asked to use their good offices with the magistrates of Strasburg,
in order to overcome their unwillingness to forego Cavin's services. In addition to the
Senate's advances, numerous private citizens wrote to the Reformer in urgent terms
soliciting his return. These letters found Calvin dready on hisway to the Diet a Worms,
whither the deputy of Geneva followed him. The repentant city opensits gates. Shdl he
go back?

Calvin dishurdened his mind to his brethren, telling them with what gpprehensonsthis

cdl to hisformer fidd of |abor had filled him, yet that he would obey, should they deem

it hisduty to go. Mobs might rage, faction might plot, a hundred degths might await him
in Geneva, he would go nevertheless, since duty called him. He now began to prepare for
his journey. Loaded with many marks of honor by the magistrates of Strasburg, he bade
adieu to that city.

He traveled dowly, hdting at Neuchatd to compose some differences which had sprung
up in the flock of Farel, and solace himsdlf alittle while in the society of the most loved
of al hisfriends, before crossng the territory of the Vaud, and resuming his greet task.
On the 13th of September we behold him entering the gates of Geneva, his face till pae,
but lighted up with his earnest look and eagle eye.

In being sent into exile Cavin was, in fact, sent to school. Every day of his sojourn at
Strasburg his powers were maturing, and his vison enlarging, and when at last he returns
to Geneva heis seen to be fully armed for the grest fight that awaits him there. The study
of his character, previous to his expatriation, reveds these defects, which, if not

corrected, might have serioudy marred his success. He yearned too strongly for sympathy
— we do not say praise — with hiswork and hisams. His own ddight in what was true
and lofty was s0 intense that he reckoned too reedily on finding the same in others, and



was in the same proportion discouraged when he faled to find it. He must learn to do the
work for the work's sake, irrespective dtogether of censure or sympathy, save the
sympeathy of One, the Magter even. Thisfirg infirmity begat a second, a guildessness
bordering on smplicity. He thought that he had but to show himsdlf actuated by upright
and high amsin order to disarm opposition and conciliate friends and fellow-1aborers.
He did not make sufficient alowance for the shortsghtedness, the sdfishness, the craft,
the cruelty that are in the heart of man But the deep wound he received in "the house of
hisfriends' helped to cure him of this wesakness. He knew better than before what wasin
man. The sharpest injuries he saw were to come not from the Romanists, but from
professed Protestants. He now stood armed on this Side.

But the greatest defect in the character of the Reformer grew out of one of hismore
notable excdlences. We refer to the intensity and tenacity with which he laid hold on his
object. Thiswas gpt to lead to the too exclusive concentration of his powers on the task or
the spot that engaged him for the time. It tended, in short, to isolation. Up to hisfirgt
coming to Geneva he had lived only in French circles; the grester world of the
Reformation he had not entered; and had he never made acquai ntance with a wider
phere, there was adanger of his being only the man of Geneva, and giving to allittle

State what was meant for Christendom. He must go forth, he must tread German earth, he
must breathe German air, he must survey from this post of observation the length and
breadth of the great movement, at the center of which is his own permanent place, and for
three successve years must his eye be kept fixed on that wide fidd, till what is merely
national or denominationa has dropped out of view, or at least assumed its proportiona
importance, and only what is ecumenica and eternd remains. Here a Strasburg he will
associate not with scholars and burghers only, but with practical Reformers, with princes,
and with the leading minds of many various nationdities; and thus we find that when a
second time he presents himsdlf at the gates of Geneva, he is no longer the Frenchman
amply, heisof no nation because of dl nations.

Calvin, the gern, the severe, insensble dike to Alpine grandeurs and to femde

loveiness, had married while at Strasburg. 1delette de Bure, the woman who had given
her hand to the Reformer, came from Liege, one of the earliest among the cities of the
Netherlands which embraced the Gospel. She was awidow. Her modest yet courageous
deportment as evinced in facing the perils to which the profession of the gospe exposed
her, her devoted affections and deep-seeted piety as shown in ministering to the sick, and
watching tenderly over the two children whom she had borne to her former husband, Jean
Storder, had won the esteem of Cavin. Shejoined Cavin in Genevaalittle later in time.

The firgt act done by Calvin and the Senate and people of Geneva was to bow themsalves
in humiliation before the Eternad Sovereign. Only aday or two after the Reformer's

ariva, the great bell Clemence rung out its deep, far-resounding ped over city, lake, and
champaign. The citizens flocked to the cathedrd to hear again the voice that was dearer

to them than ever.

Calvin addressed them, dwdling briefly on those avful events which gave so degp a
solemnity to the passing time. In the East the Turk was overrunning Hungary, and



shedding Chrigtian blood in torrents. Nearer to them the pestilence was ravaging the cities
of Germany and the towns on the Rhine. In France and England their brethren were
faling by the sword of the persecutor. In Barbary, whither he had gone to fight the
Moors, the emperor's fleet and army were perishing by the tempests of the sky. The
Reformer cdled on them to see in these mingled events the hand of God, punishing the
nationsin his anger. The sacrament was then dispensed, and the services of the day were
closed with asolemn prayer, in which thelittle city, environed on every side by powerful
enemies, cast itsdf upon the am of the Almighty.

Without a moment's delay Calvin set about his great task. Everywhere, over the entire
face of Christendom, moral ruin was & work. The feeble restraints of the Roman Church
were dissolved. The power of the German Reformétion was decaying, the political
element having acquired the predominance. An outburst of pantheistic doctrines was
about to drown Europe in aflood of hideousimmordities and frightful disorders. What
was needed was agreat mora power, strong enough to awe the atheiam that was lifting
up its portentous head. This was the Herculean labor to which Calvin was called. He
would begin by regenerating Geneva, and from Geneva as a center there would go forth a
regenerating influence over the face of Chrisendom. Accordingly, on hisfirst gppearance
before the Council, and before he had been many hours within their walls, he demanded
the erection of a court of morals, or ecclesagtica discipline. "Immediately after | had
offered my services to the Senate,” says he, writing to Fardl, "I declared that a Church
could not hold together unless a settled government should be agreed on, such asis
prescribed to usin the Word of God, and such aswasin use in the ancient church. |
requested that they would appoint certain of their number who might confer with uson
the subject. Six were then appointed.” The Senate's consent had, in fact, been given when
it supplicated him to return, for it well knew that he could return not otherwise than asa
Reformer.

Such dispatch did Cavin and his colleagues use in this matter, that the draft of the
ecclesiagtica discipline was presented to the Council on the 28th of September. Its
examination was begun and continued till the 27th of October. The project, as definitdy
amended, was, on the 9th of November, adopted by the Council of Two Hundred; and on
the 20th by the Council-Generd, or Assembly of the People. These ecclesiagtica
ordinances were farther remodeled, and the final vote of the people took place on the 2nd
of January, 1542.

We shdl briefly consider this ecclesagtical order and government, — the inner
organization of the Reformation; — the insrument for the regeneration, first of Geneva,
next of Chrissendom. Calvin and the Council are seen working together in the framing of
it. The Reformer holds that the State, guiding itsdlf by the light of revelaion, can and
ought to make arrangements and laws conducive to the maintenance of the church of God
on the earth. He a the same time made what provision the circumstances permitted for
the separate and independent working of the church and the state, each within its own
sphere. His plan of church order was borrowed avowedly from the New Testament. He
indtituted four orders of men for the ingtruction and government of the church — the
Pestor, the Doctor, the Presbyter or Elder, and the Deacon. We have here strictly viewed



but two orders — the Presbyter and the Deacon though we have four names. The
Presbyter embraces those who both preach and govern, as also others who govern but do
not preach. By the Deacon is meant the officer who administered the Church's financia
affairs.

The city clergy, the professors of theology, and the rurd pastors formed the body known
as the Venerable Company. The election of pastors was conducted in the following
manner: — When a pulpit fell vacant, the Company united in a deputation to the Council.
In presence of the magistrates the ministerial candidates were subjected to a severe
examination, especidly as regarded their ability to expound Holy Scripture. The
magistrates then retired, and the Company, by amgjority of votes, eected one as pastor.
The newly-€dected, if approved by the Council, was announced to the congregation from
the pulpit next Sunday, and the people were invited to send in their objections, if they had
any, to the magigtrates. The silence of the people confirmed the eection, and eight days
afterwards the new minister was ordained as pastor, the moderator of the Company
presiding at the ceremony. The triple action of the government, the people, and the clergy
in the eection was a sufficient guarantee againgt intrigue and favor.

The ecclesagtical authority was wielded by the Congstory, or tribuna of moras. The
Consgtory was composed of the ministers of the city and twelve laymen. These twelve
laymen were dected by the Little Council, confirmed by the Great Council, and findly
gpproved by the people with whom remained the power of objecting to any or dl of them
if they saw cause. The Consstory met every Thursday. It summoned before it those
reported as guilty of immordlities. It admonished them, and, unless they promised
amendment, excommunicated them — that is, deposed them from membership in the
church — and in consequence thereof withheld from them the Sacraments. The
Consstory had no power to compel attendance before it, and no power to inflict acivil
punishment. "It was," says Ruchat, "apurdy ecclesagtica chamber, possessng no civil
jurisdiction whatever, which it left entirely to the magidtrate.” It "gives notice” to the
Council, and the Council "seestoit." In the infliction of its censuresit exercised a
rigorous impartidity. It knew nothing of rank or friendship, "punishing,” says M.
Gaberd, "with equd severity the highest magigtrate and the meanest burgess, the
millionaire and the peasant.”

If the action of the Consigtory effected the reformation of the offender, he was
graightway restored to his place in the church; if he remained incorrigible, the case came
under the cognizance of the aivil jurisdiction. The Council summoned him to its bar, and
inflicted punishment — it might be imprisonment, or it might be banishment. The

Spiritua Court, looking &t the act as an offense againgt the ecclesiagtical ordinances, had
vigted it with an ecclesiagtica censure; the Council, looking at it as abreach of the civil
laws, awarded againgt it atempora punishment. We ask why this double character of the
same act? Because in Geneva the nation was co-extensve with the church, and the
ecclesagtica ordinances were aso the laws of the State. They had not only been enacted
by the Senate, they had been twice solemnly and unanimoudy voted by the people. "The
people could not afterwards dlege,” says M. Gaberd, "that they were deceived as to the
bearing of the laws they were sanctioning. For severa weeks they could meditate at



leisure on the articles proposed; they knew the vaue of their decision, and when twice —
on the 20th of November, 1541, and again on the 2nd of January, 1542 — they came to
the Cathedral of St. Peter's, and, after each article, raised their hands in acceptance of it...
The Genevese people voted the ordinances from the first chapter to the last. They
engaged to frequent public worship regularly, to bring up their children in the fear of the
Lord, to renounce al debauchery, al immora amusements, to maintain smplicity in their
clothing, frugdity and order in their dwelings” What was established a Genevawas a
theocratic republic, where the Ten Commandments were rightly the law.

We have surveyed only the grand outlines. Let us glance amoment at the detalls. Firs the
ministry was cared for. To guard againgt the entrance of unworthy and incompetent
persons into its ranks, candidates were subjected to repested tests and examinations
previous to ordination. The ministry organized, arrangements were made to secure its
efficiency and purity. The pastors were to meet once aweek in conference for mutua
correction and improvement; each in his turn was to expound a passage of scripturein
presence of the rest, who were to give their opinions on the doctrine ddivered in their
hearing. The young were to be kept under religious indruction till qudified by their
knowledge and their age for coming to the Communion-table. Every Friday a sermon was
to be preached in St. Peter's, which al the citizens were to atend. Once ayear every
family was to be visted by a minister and elder, and once every three years a
Presbyterian visitation of al the parishes of the State was to take place. Care was also
taken that the sick and the poor should be regularly visited, and the hospitals attended to.
Cavin must firg reform Geneva, if through Geneva he would reform Europe.

It was a Herculean task which the Reformer had set himself. He could find no oneto
share it with him. Viret and Fardl could not be spared from Lausanne and Neuchatel, and
it was on his shoulders aone that the burden rested. The Iabors which from thistime he
underwent were enormous. In addition to his Sunday duties as pastor of the parishof St.
Peter's, he preached every day of the alternate week. He delivered three theol ogical
lectures weekly. Every Thursday he presided in the Consstory. Every Friday he gave a
public expogtion in . Peter's. He took his turn with the other minigtersin the vigtation
of the sick, and other pastoral duties.

When the plague was in Geneva he offered himself for the service of the hospitd, but the
Council, deeming hislife indispensable to the Sate, would not hear of his shutting

himsdf up with the pestilence. Day by day he pursued his studies without intermission.
He awoke at five o'clock; his books were brought him and, sitting up in bed, he dictated
to an amanuensis. When the hour came to mount the pulpit, he was invariably ready; and
when he returned home, he resumed, after a short ret, his literary labors. Nor wasthis
al. From every part of Christendom to which the Reformation had penetrated — from
Poland, Augtria, Germany, and Denmark, and from the nearer lands of Switzerland,
France, and England — came letters daily to him. There were churches to be organized,
theological questions to be solved, differences to be composed, and exigencies to be met.
The Reformer must maturely weigh al these, and counsd the action to be taken in each.
Without diminishing hisrate of dally work, he found time for thisimmense
correspondence.



Calvin had pitched histent at the center of a great battle, and his eye ranged over the
whole field. There was not amovement which he did not direct, or a champion for whose
safety he did not care. The froward he moderated, the timid he emboldened, the unskillful
he ingtructed, and the erring he called back. If it happened that some champion from the
Roman or from the pantheistic camp stepped forth to defy the armies of Protestantism,
Calvin was ever ready to measure swords with him. The controversy commonly was
short but decisive, and the Reformed Church usudly, for some time after, had rest from
al smilar attacks. To those on their way to the stake, Calvin never failed to send greeting
and consolation, and the martyrsin their turn waved their adieus to him from their
scaffolds. The words, "We who are about to die, salute thee!™ which greeted the emperor
in the Roman circus, were again heard, cried by hundreds of voices, but in circumstances
which gave them an ineffably grester sublimity.

While he watched al that was passing at the remote boundary, he did not neglect the
center. He knew that so vast a plan of operations must repose on asolid basis. Hence his
incessant toil to reform the manners, enlarge the knowledge, and devate the piety of
Geneva. He would make it the dwdling of arighteous nation. All who might enter its
gates should see, and those at a distance should hear, what that Christianity was which he
was seeking to restore to the world, and what mighty and blessed transformationsit was
able to work on society. Its enemies branded it as heresy, and cursed it as the mother of
al wickedness. Come, then, wasin effect Cavin's reply; come and examine for
yourselves this heresy at its headquarters. Mark the dens of profligacy and crime rooted
out, the habits of idleness and beggary suppressed, the noise of blagphemy and riot
extinguished! And with what have they been replaced? Contemplate those nurseries of
art, those schools of |etters, those workshops where industry pliesits honest caling, those
homes which are the abode of love, those men of learning risng up to adorn the State,
and those patriots ready to defend it. Blessed heresy that yidds such fruits! It wasthis—
agreat living proof of the gospd's transforming power — that Cavin had in view to
cregte in dl hislabors, whether in hisstudy, or in his chair, or in the pulpit. Andin
enlightening Geneva he enlightened Chrigtendom; in indructing his contemporaries he
taught, a the same time, the men of after-ages.

As an expogtor of Scripture, Cavin is till without ariva. His Commentaries embrace
the whole of the Old and New Testaments, with the exception of the Apocaypse; but
though the track is thus vast which his mind and pen have traversed, what aflood of light
has he contrived' to shed throughout it al!

We now behold Calvin at his pogt, and we hang with intense interest upon the issue of his
experiment. The question is not merely shal he protestantize Geneva, but shal he
extricate the Reformation from its dead-lock; restore it to its spiritud path; and, having
developed it into new rigor and soundnessin Geneva, plant it out in other countries. For
five years al went smoothly, nothing occurred to obstruct the regular working of the
spiritud and intellectua machinery he had set agoing in thislittle but wisdy-selected
territory. The fruits were appearing. "By the blessing of God on the labors of Calvin,”
says Ruchat, "the Church of Geneva put on anew face." But the Libertinism of Geneva



had been scorched, not killed.

In 1546, it again lifted up its head, and the Struggle was renewed. There were, in fact, two
Genevas: there was the religious and orderly Geneva, composed of the retive disciples of
the gospel, the foreign refugees of Protestantism, and the youth of various nationdities
here training under Calvin to bear the banner of the Reformation in the face of fire and
sword through al parts of Europe; and there was the infidel and the disorderly Geneva, a
smdl but ominous band, the pioneersin their beliefs and in their practices of those bodies
which afterwards at various intervas filled Popish Chrisendom with their svarms, and
made themselves aterror by the physicad and mord horrors that marked their career.

"One day, inthelarge hall of the Cloigters, behind the cathedrd, Calvin was giving his
lecture on divinity. Around his chair hundreds were thronging, and amongst them
numbers of future preachers and of future martyrs. Suddenly they hear outside laughter,
cries, and agreat clamor: This proceeds from fifteen or twenty Libertines, who, out of
hatred to Cavin, are giving a specimen of their manners, and of what they cdl liberty.
"Such isthe picture of the two Genevas. One of the two must necessarily perish.”

Among the Libertines, however, there were two classes. There was the class of which we
have just had a specimen, and there was a class of amuch less malignant and dangerous
kind. The latter was composed of the old families of Geneva. They loved to dance, to
masquerade, to play.

Hating the mora restraints which the new Congtitution imposed upon them, they raised
the cry that the ancient charters had been subverted, and that liberty wasin danger. The
other party joined in this cry, but under it they meditated far deeper designs than their
confederates. Their aim wasto root out the belief of a God, and so pull down al the
fences of order, and dissolve dl the obligations of mordity. Both united againgt Calvin.

In Wittemberg, the battle of Protestantism had been againgt Romanism; in Geneva, it was
againgt Romanism and pantheism combined. Two hosts were now in arms, and their
victory would have been equaly fatal to Rome and to Geneva. In fact, what we behold at
thiscrigsis an uprising of old paganism. Its Protean vices, the austere and the gay, and
its multiform creeds, the superdtitious and the pantheistic, are marshaled in one mighty
army to overwhelm the gospel, and corrupt the kingdoms of Europe. Genevamust be the
Thermopylae of Christendom.

The battle lasted nine years, and during al that time Calvin "guided Geneva as avessd

on fire, which burns the captain's feet, and yet obeys him." It began in thefollowing

way: — Pierre Ameaux was amaker of playing-cards by trade, and a member of the
Council of Two Hundred. In 1546, hiswife was cited before the Consistory "for severd
mongtrous propositions.” She had given hersdf up to the grossest immorality on

principle. "It isin thissense," she sald — and in this she spoke the common sentiments of
the spiritud Libertines— "we ought to take the communion of saints, spoken of in the
Apostles Creed; for this communion can never be perfect till al things are common

among the faithful — goods, houses, and body." From the Consistory, Madame Ameaux
passed to the Council, which sent her to prison. Her husband, from whom she had learned



these doctrines, saw himself condemned in his wife's condemnation. Besides, he had a
grudge a Cavin, who had injured his trade by forbidding card- playing. One night, when
merry at supper, he said to his friends that "his religion was the true rdigion, whereas
Cavin's religion was deceit and tyranny, and that the magistrates who supported him
were traitors.” On the words being reported to the Council, Ameauix was compelled to
gpologize. Calvin deemed this atoo lenient sentence for an offense that struck at the
fundamentd settlement of the state. He demanded that the Council should inflict amore
adequate punishment, or put himself and the other minigters on their trid. The Council,
who were resolved to uphold the mord discipline, cancdlled therr first sentence, and
pronounced a second and harder one. They adjudged Pierre Ameaux to walk through the
streets bareheaded, carrying alighted candle, and to make confesson of hisfault on his
knees. The anger of the Libertineswas greet. A few days after, knowing that Calvin was
in the pulpit, they rushed into the church and made a disturbance. The Council, fedling
that with the gospel must fal the republic, set up a gibbet in the Place S. Gervais. The
hint was understood and respected.

In the following year (1547) events of greater consequence occurred. One day a paper
was found affixed to the pulpit of . Peter's, full of abuse of the minigers, and

threstening them with death. Suspicion fell on Jacques Gruet, who had been seen

loitering about the cathedra. From a canon in the Roman Church, Gruet had passed to the
ranks of the Libertines, to whose principles his notorious profligacy did honor. The
Council arrested him. A domiciliary vidt brought to light another trait of his character,
which until then was unknown, save to his more intimate friends. His shorn head had not
prevented him becoming an infidd, and an infidel of avery mdignant type. Certain
writings, his own composition, bresthing an envenomed hatred of Christ, were discovered
in hishouse. A clue, moreover, was there found to a correspondence tending to deliver up
Genevato the duke. The billet affixed to the pulpit was forgotten in the graver
discoveriesto which it led. Gruet confessed his guilt, and was condemned and beheaded.

The Council maintained its ground in presence of the Libertines. So far from receding in
the way of relaxing the mora code, it advanced in the path of practica reformation. It
closed the taverns, it placed under surveillance certain placesin the city where jovid
parties were wont to assemble; it forbade the baptizing of infants by the names of Popish
saints, a practice which was understood to be a manifesto against the Protestant rule; and
it prohibited the performance of the Acts of the Apostles, a comedy designed, its patrons
aleged, for the edifying of the people, but which, in the opinion of the Council, profaned
the Word of God, and wasted the public money, "which it were better to expend on the
necessities of the poor Protestant refugees with which Geneva was now beginning to be
filled." These decided measures only inflamed the rage of the Libertines.

This party now found aleader in an unexpected quarter, Amy Perrin. Six years before, he
had gone dl the way to Strasburg to prevail on Cavin to resume his place at Geneva. But
he was not to remain aways by the side of the Reformer. Perrin wasirascible in temper,
frivolousin manners, alover of fetes and magnificent dresses, and as ambitious of power
as he was devoid of the talents for exercising it. He aped in Genevathe part of Caesar at
Rome; but Calvin saw that his vein fitted him for the comic rather than the heroic, and



styled him at times "' Caesar the Comedian.”" He had been raised, by the voice of the
people, to the chief military command in the republic, he was thus not without the means
of aiding his party, and of damaging his opponents.

The wife of Perrin was the daughter of Francois Favre, who was now closing alife that
had been not unprofitable to the State, with an old age of shamelessimmordity. His
flagrancies compelled the notice of the Council. His daughter, Madame Perrin, gave a
bdl, by way of showing how little she regarded either Consistory or Senate. Thiswasa
transgression of the ecclesagtical ordinances. All concerned in the affair, including one
of the syndics, were summoned before the Consstory. Only two, of whom Perrin was
one, acknowledged their fault; the rest set the Ecclesiagtica Court at open defiance, and,
in accordance with the congtitutiond law and practice, were summoned before the
Council, and ordered to prison.

Madame Perrin was among the incarcerated. Her rage knew no bounds; and what added
to it was the circumstance of her father being imprisoned about the same time for
"debauchery and adultery.” The humiliation of the family of Favre was now complete,

and thalr indignation was fierce in proportion. They loudly demanded the abalition of the
ecclesagtica laws, and denounced Calvin as bringing back, under another name, the
tyranny of the Roman Church. The captain-generd, Perrin, took the part of his wife and
his father-in-law, and used dl his influence both in the Council and in the city againg
Cavin.

The party increased in numbers and in audacity. They demanded that the Council should
grip the Consstory of the power to excommunicate, and take it into its own hands. They
hoped, no doubt, that in the hands of the Council excommunication would remain a dead
|letter, and thus the mainspring of the Cavinigtic discipline would be broken.

Calvin saw how much was at stake, and resolved to continue the battle till he should fall
a his post or be driven from it. With him it was no trid of strength between himself and
the Favre family, which of the two had the greater influence in Geneva, and which should
bow the head before the other. The question to be decided was whether the Reformation,
initsre-invigorated spiritua phase, should be propagated over Europe or be trampled
underfoot by Genevan Libertinism. If it was to Spread to other countries, its purity and
rigor must be maintained a al hazardsin Geneva, its center. It was from thiscam
elevation that Calvin surveyed the struggle. Writing to Farel, he says. "I told them that so
long asthey were in Geneva, they should dtrive in vain to cast off obedience to the laws,
for were there as many diadems in the house of the Favres as frenzied heads, that that
would be no barrier-to the Lord being superior.”

As Cavin had foretold, so it happened: the law held its course. The Favres had to digest
their humiliation as best they could; the law knew no digtinction between them and the
lowest citizen.

The battle, however, was not ended; nay, it grew ill fiercer. Geneva became yet more
divided and demordized. On the 12th December, 1547, we find the pastors going to the



H'td de Ville "to show that agreat ded of insolence, debauchery, dissoluteness, and
hatred was prevaent, to the ruin of the State.” On the 16th December the Council of Two
Hundred met to discuss the measures to be taken. The contention was so hot, and the
threats uttered againgt the pagtors, and especidly againg Cavin, were so violent, that
their friends ran to beg the ministers not to gppear that day before the Council. Calvin
proceeded to the H'tdl de Ville dlone. An excited crowd was gathered at the door of the
Council-hdl. "I cast mysdlf,” says Cavin, "into the thickest of the crowd. | was pulled to
and fro by those who wished to save me from harm." But he adds, " The people shrank
from harming me as they would from the murder of afather." Passng through the

crowd, Calvin entered the Council-chamber.

There fresh combats awaited him. On his entrance the cries grew louder, and swords were
unsheethed. He advanced undismayed, stood in the midst of them, and looked round on
the scowling faces and naked swords. All were slent. "I know," said Cavin, addressing
the members of the Council, "that | am the primary cause of these divisons and
disturbances" The silence grew yet more profound, and the Reformer proceeded: "If it is
my life you desire, | am ready to die. If it is my banishment you wish, | shdl exile

mysdlf. If you desire once more to save Geneva without the gospel, you can try.” This
challenge brought the Council to their senses. It recalled the memory of the disorders that
had made it necessary to implore the interpogtion of the very man they were now seeking
to drive away, to save the republic when on the brink of ruin. The recollection cooled the
most irritated spirits present. A republic, of course, could bestow the title of king upon no
one but dl felt that the man before them, though he had no crown, wasin redlity aking.
He wore his pastor's cloak right royadly, and looked more august than monarch in his
robes of gate. His magnanimity and wisdom procured him a submission that could not
have been more instant or more profound though he had carried scepter and sword. Peace
was established between the two parties, and Calvin, in prospect of the Communion at the
gpproaching Christmas, held out his hand to Perrin. The members of Council, holding up
their right hands, sgnified their desire that past feuds should be buried, and in token of
reconciliation a banquet took place at the town-hdll.

But the Reformer cherished no delusive hopes: he knew that between parties so
diametricdly divided in principle there could be no lasting truce. The sorm had lulled,
but dl through the year 1548 it continued to mutter. In the midst of these tempedts, his
pen was not for amoment idle. His genius, with concentrated power, continued to
produce and send forth those defenses and expositions of the Protestant system which
were o mightily useful in extending the Reformation and building it up in other lands,
and which, year by year, lifted higher into the world's view, and invested with a greater
glory, that city from which they emanated, although a powerful faction was seeking to
expd from it the man who was its strength and glory. Not aweek which might not be
Cavin'slagt in Geneva. And yet when men spoke of that vaorous little State, growing
day by day in renown, it was Cavin of whom they thought.

Again the sorm darkened. The house of Favre, which had been compelled to "lower the
head" in 1547, once more "lifted up the horn" in 1549. In the end of 1548, Perrin, Favre's
son-in-law, was restored to his place in the Council, and to his office of "Captain-



Generd," of both of which he had been deprived. Restored to office and honors, he so
ingratiated himsdf with the citizens that early in 1549 he was eected to the Syndicate,
and, contrary to custom, was made First Syndic. This gave fresh courage to his party. It
was now that the tide of popular contumely and derision around the Reformer rose to the
full. The hero of the Libertine populace — "the pillars of the Tavern,” as Fard cdled
them when addressing the Council during avisit which he made about thistime to
Geneva— was, of course, Captain Perrin, the First Syndic. To ingratiate themselves with
Perrin was an easy matter indeed; they had only to do what aready they were but too
well disposed to do — indulge their spite againgt the Reformer. They hit upon amethod
of annoyance which, doubtless, they thought very clever, but which was only very coarse.
They caled their dogs by the name of Calvin. At times, to make the insult more ginging,
they pronounced the word as Cain. Thase who could not indulge themsdves in this
ingenious and pleasant pastime, not being the owners of a madtiff, could nevertheess as
they passed the Reformer hiss or put out the tongue. Such were the affronts to which
Cadvin a thistime was daily subjected, and that too from men who owed to him the very
liberty which they abused: men whose city he was making illustrious dl over Europe, and
the streets of which, the moment he should cease to tread them, would become the scene
of internecine carnage. Verily, it was no easy matter for Calvin to endure dl this, and
preserve his consciousness of greainess. To pass from the sublime |abors of his study to
such reviling as awaited him out- of-doors was like passing into another sphere of being.
This was a depth of persecution into which Luther had never been caled to descend.

Opposition Luther hed encountered, peril he had known, death he had confronted, but
respect had ever waited upon his person, and his sufferings had ever in them an eement
of greatness that aleviated their pain. But Cavin, while equaly with Luther an object of
hatred to the gresat, was a0 the scoff of the base. But he bore dl the fierce threats of men
who occupied thrones or stood at the head of armies, and the ribald jest and hiss of the
poor Libertine by his sde — with equa equanimity.

It was not possible, one would think, that the sky could grow darker above Cavin; and
yet darker it did become. He whom we see dready so sorely stricken is to be yet more
deeply wounded. All these years |ddlette de Bure had been by his sde. Tender of heart,
magnanimous of soul, loving, confiding, constant, she soothed her husband in histrids,
watched by his sick-bed, exercised hospitdity to hisfriends and numerous visitors, or in
her closet prayed, while Cavin was being assaled by the ribad insults and outrages of
the street. The love and entire devotion of his wife was among his chief joys. But, adad
her frail and delicate hedlth gave way under the pressure of a protracted illness, and .early
in 1549, |delette de Bure died.

During these years, while an abyss was opening a Geneva, the grave, asit seemed, of
Cavin and hiswork, the Reformation was struggling al over Europe. Luther was
degping in the Schloss-kirk, and the arms of the emperor were overrunning Protestant
Germany. The theologica school at Wittenberg was broken up; the Schmakald League
was dissolved, and its two chiefs, the captives of Charles, were being carried about in
chains. The Interim had replaced the Confession of Augsburg, the Protestant ministers
had been driven away, and their flocks scattered; the free cities had capitulated, and in



many of them the mass was being subgtituted for the sermon. The noble edifice which the
hands of Luther had reared gppeared to be fdling into ruins. He who was to become
Philip I1, but who had not yet assumed thetitle, or opened his career of blood, was
making a progress through the towns of Handers, in company of his father; and the
emperor, in the hope of perpetuating his mighty despotism, was exacting from the cities
of the Low Countries an oath of alegiance to Philip.

InItaly Paul 111 had just died (1549), and his feet, extended through an iron grating, had
been duly kissed by the Roman populace. John Maria de Monte, who had presided in the
Council at Trent, and afterwards at Bologna, when the cardinals crossed the mountains,
was e ected, and ascended the Papd chair under thetitle of Juliuslll.

Francis| of France had gone to the grave. Literature, war, gdlantry, had engaged him by
turns. Today he snubbed the monks, tomorrow he burned the Lutherans. The last years of
his reign were disgraced by the horrible massacre of the VVaudois of Provence, and
embittered by the painful disease, the result of his vices, which carried him to the grave in
hisfifty-fifth year. His son, Henry 11, brought to the throne, which he now filled, dl the
evil qudities of hisfather, and only some of the good ones. He was the husband of
Catherine de Medici, Pope Clement VI1I's niece, but the wife was the redl sovereign. The
Protestant princes of Germany, with Maurice of Saxony a their head, besought hisaid in
the war they were then waging with the emperor, Charles V. He entered into dliance with
them, but before setting out for the campaign he lighted up his capitd with the lurid blaze
of Lutheran martyr-piles. Thiswas hisway of notifying to the world thet if he wasthe
enemy of the emperor, he was nevertheess the friend of the Pope; and that if he wasthe
confederate of the German Protestants in arms, he was not a partaker with them in

“heresy”.

But Cavin could turn to England at this time with an eye of encouragement. There,

during the years we speak of, there was a gleam of sunshine. Henry VI now dept in
"dull cold marble." His"sweet and gracious' son, Edward V1, succeeded him. The clouds
that had overhung the redm during dl the reign of the father, and which let fal at times
their tempests, and ever and anon threatened to burst in more furious sorms, were
dispersed by the benign rule of the son. With Edward V1 on the throne, the Duke of
Somerset, Lord Protector of the Kingdom, in the Cabinet, and Archbishop Cranmer in the
church, the Reformation of England was advancing & arate that promised to give it
precedence of both France and Germany, and make its church one of the bright starsin
the heavens of Protestantism. The counsdl of Calvin was sought by the Protector and the
Primate, and the frankness, aswell as fiddity, with which it was given, shows the interest
the Reformer took in the Church of England, and the hopes he rested on its Reformation.
In his letter to Somerset, June, 1548, he expounds his views on the transformation needed
to be wrought on England. Firgt, it must adopt the principle, the only fruitful one, of
judtification by faith; secondly, this principle, in order to become fruitful, must

thoroughly permeate the people, which could only be by living and powerful preaching;
thirdly, the Word of God must be the rule as regards what is to be retained and what
abolished, otherwise the Reformation is not the work of God, but the work of man, and
would come to nothing; and fourthly, means must be taken for reducing moradsinto



harmony with faith. After the fall of the Protector, Calvin corresponded with the young
monarch, who, notwithstanding the loss of his able and faithful adviser, continued to
prosecute vigoroudy the Reformation of his kingdom. The seed sown by Wyckliffe two
centuries before was springing rapidly up, and promised an abundant harvest. But the
clouds were to return after therain. The young prince went to his grave. With Mary
came aswift and terrible reaction. The Reformers of the previous reign became the
martyrs of the succeeding one, and a night thick with gloom and lurid with fire closed in
once more around the redm of England.

Scotland was aso awvakening more and more at thistime. The stakes of Hamilton and
Wishart had dreedy lighted up its skies. But its Reformation was too little advanced, and
the country too remote, to fix the eye of the great Reformer. John Knox had not yet
crossed the sea, or entered the gates of Geneva, to it a Cavin'sfeet, and on hisreturn
continue in his native land the work which Calvin had begun in Geneva. But Scotland
was not to be velled forever in the northern mist, and the yet denser shadow of Pepal
superdtition. The gospel, that mighty mother of civilization, was to enter it, and lead
thither her fair daughters, letters, science, arts, and liberty. The culture which Romefailed
to giveit, Scotland was to receive from Geneva.

We turn for amoment to Spain. Worn with toil and care, and sick of grandeur, Charles
was about to lay down the Empire. Fortune, like afickle maiden, had deserted him, so he
complained, for younger soldiers. He would show that he could bear the dight, by turning
his back on aworld which was turning its back on him. He made partition of his goods.
The magnificent Empire of Spain was to be given to his son Phililp. This man was fated
to develop into a Nero. The astute ambition of Charles, the sanguinary violence of Henry,
the ferocious bigotry of Francis, were dl to be forgotten in the monstrous combination of
cruety, bigotry, and blood which was about to reved itself to theworld in Philip 11. Alas
for the Protestantism of Spain! It was to have ten brief years of flourishing, and when
about to "shake with fruit," and fill the resllm of Iberia, it was to be mowed down by the
scythe of the Inquisition, and garnered in the burning-grounds of Valladolid, of Madrid,
of Seville, and of other cities.

Asthe greet chief of Protestantism looked from his narrow foot-hold, he beheld around
him aworld groaning and travailing in pain to be ddlivered from Romish bondage, and
admitted into truth and liberty. All Chrigendom was in agony. The kingdoms were
moved; monarchs were faling; there was distress of nations; the sea and the waves
roaring. But Calvin knew that these were but the shaking of those things which are
destined to be removed, in order that those things which cannot be removed may be
introduced. If the old was passing away in the course of the Reformation, it was the more
necessary to lay the foundations of that kingdom which was to long outlast the Empire of
Charles and of Francis, and to stretch its scepter to tribes and nations which theirs had
never reached. It was now that he engaged in attempts to promote the union of the
church.

In the great and blessed work of union Calvin began & home. Hisfirst am wasto unite
the churches of Geneva and Zurich. In prosecuting this endeavor, however, he studied to



frame such a basis of agreement as might afterwards serve as a platform for a grester
union. His ams reached forth to the Lutherans of Germany, whom he wished to
comprehend in visble fellowship with the churches of France and England, and so draw
together into one body dl the churches of Protestantism. His hopes of ultimately reaching
this grand result were strengthened when he reflected that the Churches were divided
mainly by one point—a misunderstanding touching the Lord's Supper. Thereisared
presence of Chrigt in the Eucharigt, said they dl; but they differed in their answer to the
question, In what manner is he present? He is present bodily, said Luther, who attributed
ubiquity or indefinite extension to our Lord's humanity. So far from abodily presence,
sad Zwingli, the Eucharist is only amemorid and sign of Christ. No, said Cavin, it is
more; it isased aswel asadgn.

So stood the matter; and such, in brief, were the distinctive opinions of the three clugters
of Protestant Churches, when Calvin, rousng himsdf from his great sorrow for Idelette,
and setting out with Fardl in the fine spring days of 1549, arrived in Zurich to confer with
the minigers there—the first step toward the rdlying of the whole protestant Church
around its one standard, the Bible; and its centrdization in its one Head, even Chrigt. A
far longer way would the Reformer have been willing to go, if it could have promoted the
cause on which his heart was so deeply set. "'l am ready to cross ten seas” he wrote to
Cranmer, "for the union of the church.”

Between the views of Calvin and those of Zwingli on the Eucharist there was redlly, after
al, no essentid difference. Zwingli indeed, by way of removing himsaf to the farthest
digtance from Rome, and of getting rid of dl her uninteligible mysticism on that heed,
had cdled the Eucharigt an "empty Sgn "—that is, asgn not filled by the materid body
of Chrigt. But Zwingli's teaching regarding the Lord's Supper logicdly coversal that
Cavin hdd. It isthe "commemoration” of Christ's degth, said Zwingli, but the character
and sgnificance of that "commemoration” are determined by the character and
sgnificance of the event commemorated. Christ's death was a death endured for
mankind, and is the ground on which God bestows the benefits of the New Covenant.
When, therefore, we commemorate that death, we do an act, not of smple remembrance,
or mere commemoration, but of appropriation. We express by this commemoration our
acceptance of the benefits of the New Covenant, and we receive the Eucharist as God's
attesting Sign or sedl of hisbestowa of these benefits upon us: and in so doing we have
real communion with Christ, and ared participation in dl the blessings of his deeth.
"Chrig," sad Cdvin, "unites uswith himsdf in onelife"

These were subgtantidly the explanations put before the Pastors of Zurich by Cavin. The
conference, which was held in the presence of the Civic Council, continued severa days.
A formulary was drawn up, known as the Consensus Tigurinis, or Zurich Confesson, on
which the Churches of Geneva and Zurich united. This Confession was afterwards
subscribed by al the Churches of Helvetiaand of the Grisons. It was communicated to
the Reformed in France, and to Bucer in England, and in both countries was hailed with
joy. Thefaithful in Switzerland, France, and England had now been brought to be of one
mind on the doctrine of the Eucharigt; their union had been virtudly established, and
Cavin was comforted after his great sorrow.



But the greater union Calvin was not to see. The Lutherans of Germary il held doof,
and the Protestant world still continued to present the appearance as of two armies.
Melancthon, as the result of hisinterview with the Reformer at Worms (1540), had come
into somewhat close agreement with Cavin on the doctrine of the Lord's Supper. The
Consensus of Zurich, he acknowledged, shed ayet clearer light on the question, and had
brought him 4till nearer to the Genevan Reformer.

But the more zed ous spirits of the party, such as Flaccius, Osander, and especidly
Westphd, clung to the consubstantiation of Luther with even greeter tenacity than when
its great expounder was dive, and both Melancthon and Calvin saw with sorrow a union,
which would have closed a source of weakness in the Protestant ranks, and made patent
to the whole world the redl Catholicism of the Reformation, postponed to a day that has
not even yet fully come.

We have seen one companion fal by the side of the Reformer, we are now to see another
raised up to fill the vacant place. Within amonth after the death of 1delette de Bure, eight
French gentlemen, whom persecution had driven from their native land, arrived at the
gates of Geneva One of them, in particular, was distinguished by his noble mien and
polished manners. Cavin recognized in him an acquaintance of hisyouthful years. This
was Theodore Beza, of Vezday, in Burgundy. Beza had enjoyed the ingtructions of
Melchior Wolmar, firgt a Orleans, and next at Bourges, and he had acquired from him,
not only aknowledge of Greek, but some taste for the Reformed doctrine, which,
however, was overlaid for the time by a gay and worldly spirit. Not unlike to Cavin's had
been his course of study. Hisfirst devotion was law; but his genius inclined him more to
the belles | ettres. He was a great admirer of the Latin poets, he read them much, and
composed versesin imitation of them. After the manner of the times he followed his
modes somewhat too fredly, and his Popish chroniclers have taken occasion, from the
lascivious phrases of his verse, to assall hislife, which, however, they have never been
able to prove to have been other than pure. His uncle procured him aliving in the church,
and to preserve himsdf from the vices into which others had falen, he contracted a
private marriage, in the presence of Laurence de Normandie and Jean Crespin. Anillness,
which brought him to the brink of the grave, awoke his conscience, and now it was that
the religious impressions which his early preceptor had made upon him revived.

Brought back from the grave, Beza renounced Popery, openly avowed his marriage,
quitted France, and setting out for Geneva, presented himself, as we have seen, before
Cavin. He discharged for a short time the office of Greek professor and theological
lecturer at Lausanne. Returning to Geneva, he became from 1552 the right hand of
Cavin, for which histaents, his doquence, his energy, and his courage admirably fitted
him; and when the great chief of the Reformation was laid in the grave, no worthier than
Beza could be found to succeed him.

Beza did not stand aone by the sde of Cavin. A brilliant group was now gathering
round the Reformer, composed of men some of whom were of illustrious birth, others of
distinguished scholarship, or of greet talent, or of venerable piety. Among them may be



mentioned Galeaceo Caracciolo, Marquis of Vico, who had forsaken house and lands,
wife and children, for the gogpel's sake; and Peter Martyr Vermili, whom Calvin cdled
the "Miracle of Italy."” But the exiles are to be counted, not in hundreds only, but in
thousands, of whom there scarce was one but contributed to brighten, by his rank, or
genius, or learning, that gdaxy of glory which was gathering round Geneva. Each
brought his stone to that intdlectud and spiritud edifice which was risng on the shores
of the Leman.

Others there were, nearer or farther off, who acknowledged in Calvin their center, and
who, though parted from him and from one another by mountains and oceans, formed one
society, of which this sublime spirit was the center. There was Mdancthon, and the group
of which he was the chief, and who, athough they bore the name of Lutheran, fdlt that
they were in spirit one with those who were styled Reformed, and especidly with the
Catholic- hearted man who stood at their head. There was Bullinger in Zurich, and the
group around him, which embraced, anong many others, Pellicanus, and the fervent,
loving Musculus. There was the peace-loving Bucer in England, and John 'a Lasco, the
learned and accomplished Pole. And among the men of those days, who looked up to
Cdvin and sought his counsd, we must likewise rank the young monarch and the
venerable Primate of England. There were the Turretinis of Italy, and the Colignys of
France, representative men. There were Margaret, Queen of Navarre, her great daughter
Jeanne d'Albret, and Renee, Duchess of Ferrara. There were thousands and thousands,
humble in station but elevated in character, spread over dl countries and spesking many
tongues, but forgetting diversity of country, of rank, and of speech, in the cause that made
them dl of one heart and one mind.

At thistime Michad Servetus now comes back into contact with Cavin. Servetus was a
Spaniard, born in the same year as Calvin, 1509. Nature had endowed him with alively
but fantastic genius, an active but illogica mind, an inordinate ambition, and a defective
judgment. He studied with characteristic versatility law, divinity, physic, and some have
sad agrology. After ashort but distinguished career as alecturer on the physical sciences
in Paris, he ultimately established himsdlf a Vienne, in Dauphine, asamedica

practitioner. In this profession he discovered superior skill, and in hisfirst work, On the
Errors of the Trinity (1531), he anticipated the great discovery of the circulation of the
blood. His mind, speculative, daring, lawless, of the scholadtic rather than the
Reformation type, followed its bent, which was ethical, not physical.

He spent fully twenty yeers of hislife in wandering up and down in Chrisgendom, visiting
Germany, Itdy, Switzerland, venting his fancies and reveries, unsettling the minds of

men, and offending every one he came in contact with by his pride, sdf-sufficiency, and
dissmulaion. He believed that he possessed the power, and had received a commission,
to remodd al knowledge, and establish the world on anew basis. The more fundamenta
doctrines of Chrigtianity became the object of his settled didike, and his most virulent
attack. But it was againg the doctrine of the Trinity mainly that his shafts were leveled.
Romanism he had renounced in his youth, but neither did the Reformation satisfy his
grand idedl.



Chrigtianity, he held, had been logt a an early age, if indeed it ever had been fully
promulgated to the world. Servetus undertook to restore and re-indtitute it. About the year
1546 he wrote to Calvin from Vienne to the effect that the Reformer had stopped too
soon, that he had preached as yet only a hdf- Reformation; and modestly offered to
initite him into his new system, and assign him the post of leader in that great movement
by which mankind were to be led into a grander domain of truth. He accompanied his
letter with avolume in MS,, in which Cavin should see, he said, "stupendous and
unheard-of things." The unhgppy man had virtudly arrived a pantheism, the find god of

al who in these high maiters forsake the path of Divine revelation.

Cavin saw in the "stupendous things' of Servetus only stupendous follies. Writing to
Fard the Reformer said: "Servetus lately wrote to me, and coupled with hisletter along
volume of his ddirious fancies, with the thrasonic boast that | should see something
agtonishing and unheard-of . He takes it upon him to come hither, if it is agreeable to me.
But I am unwilling to pledge my word for his sefety, for if he shdl come, | will never
permit him to depart dive, provided my authority be of any avail.”

The eye of Calvin saw that the creed of Servetus was essentid pantheism. He knew too
that such a creed struck at the whole settlement of Church and State in Geneva, and
would sweep away the basis on which had been placed the republic. Further, the
Reformer foresaw that if Servetus should come to Geneva, and attempt propagating his
doctrine, he would be placed under the painful necessity of choosing between a
pantheistic and a theocratic republic, between Servetus and the Reformation. Servetus
opinions were subversive not only of the religious belief, but aso the civil order of
Geneva. Cdvin did not hesitate to avow his preference for the Protestant over the
pantheistic republic, and declared that should Servetus come to Geneva, he would use his
influence that he should "not depart dive.”

The truth is that we know of no Reformer of that age, not even Meancthon himself, who
would disagree with Calvin concerning the deserved execution of Servetus. It is
shameful in our modern erathat Christendom has come to a different persuasion, which
we shdl congder in future chapters.

In 1552, Servetus published clandestingly at Vienne the MS. volume which he had sent to
Cavinin 1546. It bore thetitle of Redtitutio Chrigtianismi, or "Chrigtianity Restored.”
Thisled to his gpprehension by the authorities of Vienne, where he was tried by the
Inquisition. He managed to give his judges the dip, however, and was conrdemned in
absenceto be "burned dive, at adow fire, till hisbody be reduced to acinder.” The
award of the court was carried out by the substitution of the effigy of Servetus for
Sarvetus himsdf. Escgping from Vienne he came, of al places, to Geneval

Cavin had not induced Servetus to come to Geneva;, he had in fact, by refusng him a
safe-conduct, warned him off the territory of the republic; nevertheless, now that he was
come, he did what the condtitutiona laws of Geneva required of him;—nhe reported his
presence in the city to the Council, and demanded his apprehension. Servetus was
committed to prison. The law required the accuser to go to prison with the accused till the



charge should be so far substantiated as to warrant its being taken up by the public
prosecutor. Nicholas de la Fontaine, a young student, and secretary to the Reformer,
entered himsdlf as accuser. The articles of accusation, extracted from the writings of
Servetus, were drawn up by Calvin, and presented next day to the tribundl.

Fontaine was unequd to the task of confronting so subtle and eloquent an opponent as
Servetus. The Council saw this, and at its second meseting al the ministers were requested
to gppear. Calvin now at length stood face to face with his adversary. The Reformer's
severe logic soon unmasked the red opinions of the man, and forced him to admit the
frightful condusionsto which they led; but if he put forth dl his power in arguing with
Servetus, it was not to procure a conviction, but a recantation, and save the unhappy man
from the flames. "No great danger hung over him," he declared, "if he could possibly

have been brought to his senses.” "Would," he sorrowfully exclamed at alater period—
"Would that we could have obtained a recantation from Servetus, aswe did from
Gentilig"

It must be acknowledged that Servetus on histria, both a Vienne and Geneva, showed
neither courage nor truthfulness. At the former place he behaved badly indeed. He
disowned his books, denied his handwriting, uttered repeatedly fal sehoods on oath, and
professed himself a son of his "holy mother the Church.” Swollen with insolence and
venting defiance while at liberty, he proved a very craven before the Inquisition. How
different from the noble sincerity and courage of the martyrs of Protestantism, who at that
very time were expiring amid the flames at Lyond His behavior before the Council at
Geneva was characterized by dternate insolence and cowardice. When confronted only
with Nicholas de la Fontaine, he professed that he had not intended to blaspheme, and
that he was ready to recant. When Cavin was introduced, he broke into a tempest of rage,
denounced the Reformer as his persona enemy, again and again cdled him aliar, and
styled him a corrupter of the Word of God, afoe to Chrigt, asorcerer, "Simon Magus.”
This coming after twenty years vituperation and abuse, to which Cavin's reply had been
adignified slence, was more than the Reformer could bear, and he became heated in his
turn and, as he himsdlf said to Farel, "answered him as he deserved.”

The scene reveded the man to hisjudges. The blagphemies which he avowed, and not
less the haughtiness with which he defended himself, shocked and revolted them. The
Trinity he styled "athree-headed Cerberus," a hdl-hound." Some of the suppostions he
meade to discredit the Incarnation were smply indecent, and we pass them by. "If the
angels," he said, "were to take the body of asses, you must alow they would be asses,
and would die in their asses skins. So too you must dlow that, on your supposition being
right, God himsalf might become an ass, and the Holy Spirit a mule. Can we be surprised
if the Turks think us more ridiculous than mules and asses?' Calvin truly divined the
deeper error beneath these—the denid of a persord God—that is, of God. "His frenzy
was such," says the Reformer, writing to Fardl, "that he did not hesitate to say that the
Divinity dwdls even in devils. The Godhead is essentialy communicated to them asit is
to wood and to stones.” "What, unhgppy man,” replied Cavin, "if any one treading upon
this floor should say to you that he was treading your God under his feet, would you not
be scanddized at such an assertion?' He answered, "I, on the contrary, do not doubt but



that this footstool, or anything else which you may point out, is the substance of God."
When it was again objected to him, "Then will the devil actudly be God," he answered
with aped of laughter, "And can you doubt it?'

We have narrated in former chapters the war now waging between Calvin and the
Council of Geneva. The First Syndic, Perrin, was the Reformer's mortal enemy. Other
members of the Council, less influentid, were equaly the determined opponents of the
Reformer, and were laboring for his overthrow. It was, in aword, the criss of Cavin's
power in Geneva—that is, of dl the Reformed laws and indtitutions of the republic. M.
Rilliet of Geneva, in his Life and Trid of Servetus, has conjectured that what tempted
Servetus to enter Geneva at thet time was his knowledge of the state of Parties there, and
the hope of replacing Cavin, then in daily danger of banishment from the city. Bethisas
it may, the fact is undoubted that the Libertines perceived the advantage they might
derive by playing Servetus off againg the Reformer; and Servetus, on the other hand, was
aware of the advantage that might accrue to him from sirengthening the Libertines

againg Calvin. Asthe battle went with Calvin, as the Libertines seemed now to prevail
againg him, and now to fal before him, Servetus was contemptuous and defiant, or timid
and craven. But the tacit union of the two helped to bring on the ruin of both.

The patronage of the pantheist by the Libertines wrought ill for Servetusin the end, by
opening the eyes of the Council to thered issues at stakein thetrid. The acquittd of
Servetus, they saw, meant the expulson of Cavin, and the triumph of the Libertines. This
put the persond interference of the Reformer in the matter out of court, even if his
influence had not a that moment been at zero. The magidrates fet that it was a question
of life and degth for the republic, and that they must decide it irrespective atogether of
the wishes of Calvin, and on the high grounds of the interests of the State.

Leaving Servetusin prison, let us repair to another arena of combat. It is another, and yet
the same, for the affair of Servetus has entered the sphere of Genevan poalitics, and
awakened into fresh intensity the dumbering conflict between the two parties that divide
the republic. Perrin was laboring to undermine, step by step, the power of Calvin. The
pastors had been expelled front the Council-Genera—the assembly of the whole people.
There followed a more direct attack upon the ecclesiastical authority. It was proposed to
transfer the power of excommunication from the Consstory to the Senate. Thiswasto
drike afata blow at the principle on which Cavin had based the Reformation of the
State. Should this principle be overturned, hiswork in Genevawould be a an end; and he
might leave it the next hour, so far as any good purpose was to be served by remaining in
it. The Congstory stripped of al independent jurisdictiona power, mora order would

fdl, and those hacyon days would return when men could go to the tavern a al hours of
the day and night, drink as deep as they had amind, and disport themsalves in dances like
those in which the pagans of old honored the god Bacchus.

About ayear and ahaf before this, Philip Berthdliot had been debarred from the
Communion-table by the Consistory. He submitted quietly to the excommunication of the
Conggory for ayear and a hdf; but now, deeming the moment opportune, inasmuch as
the tide was running against the Reformer and his policy, he appeared before the Council



and demanded that it should annul the sentence of the Spiritual Court, and so restore him
to communion with the church. The Reformer hastened to the Council, and warned it of
the fatal consequences of complying with Berthdier'srequest. He urged sirongly that the
edicts of the republic gave the Council no power concerning excommunication, and that
to bind and loose ecclesagticaly was to effect arevolution. The Reformer's remonstrance
was disregarded. The Council released Berthdier from the spiritual sentence, and opened
his way to the Communion-table. The axe was laid at the root of the ecclesiagtical
discipline, and the days of the Genevan Republic were, to dl appearance, numbered.

From the council-chamber, where the fatal measure in which the Libertines saw the
gpproaching downfal of the spiritud authority had been passed, Cdvin hurried to the
prison, where he and his colleagues were to be confronted with Servetus. Thisday (Ist
September, 1553) it was resolved by the Council that the ord debates between the
prisoner and the pastors should be dropped, and that the discussion should henceforward
be carried on in writing. This change was supported by Perrin and Berthelier, who were
there, flushed with the victory of the morning. The proposal made in the interests of
Servetus, who was supposed to be more eloquent with his pen than with his voice, was
adopted, and it brought with it a marked change in his demeanor, which Rilliet thus
describes. "What demondirates with the clearest evidence the hope which the prisoner
placed in the power of his protectors, is the language which from that time he adopted,
and the open, furious, morta war which he waged againgt the Reformer, now become the
object of hisdirect attacks. Servetus threw himself, with dl the ardor of a man well-nigh
sure of victory, into a path where, by his own confession, he wished to pursue his
opponent, ‘even till the cause be terminated by the death of him or me.™

At the same mesting of Council, Calvin was ordered to draw up anew articles of
indictment from the works of Servetus, in the form of plain satements, without any
reasoning for or againg. The crigswhich had arisen in the matter of the ecclesagtica
discipline might well, one should think, have engrossed al the Reformer's thoughts, but
he gave himsdf with his might to this new labor. He reproduced from the works of the
prisoner thirty-eight propositions, and appending neither note nor comment, and giving
amply references to the text, he handed them to the Council. This done, he turned his
thoughts to the graver matter that weighed upon him. The resolution of the Council
touching excommunication was smply a breaking into pieces of the lever with which he
hoped to eevate the republic. The Reformer must fight two battles a the same time.

Time pressed. The day after the morrow was the first Sunday of September, when,
according to a custom universd in the French Reformed churches, the Communion was
to be celebrated and, unless the edict were revoked, Berthelier would then present himsaif
at the sacred table with the warrant of the Council in his hand. The Reformer, without a
moment's delay, assembled al the pastors, dike of town and country, and putting himself
at their head, proceeded to the Great Council. He showed, with characteristic energy, the
brink to which the decision of the Little Council had brought the republic; that that
decison was amanifest violation of both the laws of the sate and the rules of scripture;
and that if perssted in it would sweep away dl that had been done during the past ten
yearsfor the reformation of manners, and render hopeless al effortsin the future. In



short, it was arevolution. The whole people, he said, had with uplifted hands adopted the
edict establishing the spiritua power in the spiritua court, and "he would die rather than
tolerate, contrary to his conscience, an excommunicated man at the sacred table.” In this
protest the pastors to a man joined, al declaring that rather than suffer the contemplated
profanation they would "lay down their offices and leave their churches.” The Council
answered that it "changed nothing in its decree.” In taking into its own hands the spiritua
authority, the Coundil, it might be unwittingly, assumed the right of trying and adjudging
Servetus. It said to the Consstory, Stand aside; you are dissolved as a court having
juridiction; we assume the function and responghility of giving judgment on dl persons
and causes, civil and spiritud.

To Perrin and the Libertines victory was following on victory. The coming day, they
hoped, would crown this series of successes. If he should obey the edict of the Council,
he would be disgraced before the people; if he should disobey it, he would rebel against
the magidtrate: either way his power was a an end. They had not yet taken the true
measure of the Reformer; or rather, they had not yet learned how much better isalittle
wisdom than great cunning. By the smple strategy of going right forward, the Reformer
broke dl the tails the Libertines had woven round him, and swept away dike the victories
they had dready won and those which they made themsalves sure of winning in the
future.

The moment was the mogt critical that had occurred since Luther's gppearance a the Diet
of Worms. In Germany, the Reformed phalanx was demoralized, thanks to the sword and
yet more to the Interim of Charles. France, under Henry 1., was blazing with martyr-
piles. With Mary, in England, had come afiercer tempest of persecution than that country
had ever before known. Where now, aas! we hear Cavin pathetically exclam, where
now are Cranmer, and Ridley, and John a Lasco, and the hundreds of othersin England
which the Reformation numbered aforetime amongst its children? Some of them, leaving
their bodies to the flames; had mounted on high, and were now living with God. Others,
crossing seas and mountains, had found a home in foreign lands. On every side, up to the
limits of the Genevan territory, the Reformation was pursued by the tyrant and the
inquigitor. And even here, if the sword was gtill restrained, new and hideous foes had
risen to assail the gospel. The abyss of Atheistic Pantheism had suddenly opened, and a
mongtrous birth had come up out of it, which sought to strangle the infant Reformetion,
where the Hydra sought to strangle the infant Hercules—in its cradle. Such were the
portents that deformed the time.

On the day of communion the church was filled with an uneasy crowd. On the benches of
the Congstory sat, unmoved, the pastors and elders, resolved to bear the greatest violence
rather than not do their duty. A confused noise was heard within the temple. The
congregeation opened with difficulty, and a numerous band of men, of al ranks, ther

hands upon their sword-hilts, forced their way in presence of the holy table. The dite of
the Libertines had decided to communicate. Berthelier did not appear as yet. He reserved
himsdf till the last moment.

Cavin, cadm as ever, rose to begin the service. He could not but see the group of



Libertines in the vast congregation before him, but he seemed asif he saw them not. He
preached on the state of mind with which the Lord's Supper ought to be received. At the
close, raisng hisvoice, he said. "Asfor me, so long as God shdl leave me here, snce he
hath given me fortitude, and | have received it from him, | will employ it, whatever

betide; and | will guide mysdf by my Magter's rule, which isto me clear and wel known.
Aswe are now abouit to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, if any one who
has been debarred by the Consstory shal gpproach this table, though it should cost my
life, 1 will show mysdlf such as| ought to be"

When the liturgies were concluded, Calvin came down from the pulpit and took his stand
before the table. Lifting up the white ngpkin he displayed the symbols of Christ's body
and blood, the food destined for believing souls. Having blessed the bread and wine, he
was about to distribute them to the congregation. At that moment there was seen a
movement among the Libertines as if they would seize the bread and the cup. The
Reformer, covering the sacred symbols with his hands, exclaimed in avoice that rang
through the edifice, "These hands you may crush; these arms you may lop off; my life
you may take; my blood is yours, you may shed it; but you shdl never force meto give
holy thingsto the profane, and dishonor the table of my God." These words broke like a
thunder-ped over the Libertines. Asif an invishle power had flung back the ungodly
host, they dunk away abashed, the congregation opening a passage for their retreat. A
deep cam succeeded; and "the sacred ordinance," says Beza, "was celebrated with a
profound silence, and under asolemn awe in al present, asif the Deity himsdalf had been
visble anong them.”

It seemed, indeed, a small matter whether Cavin should give the sacrament to Berthdier
or withhold it. But the question in another form, as Calvin clearly saw, was whether he
should maintain the Reformation or abandon it. The moment he should put the
consecrated elements into the hands of the Liberting, that moment he would lay the
gpiritud prerogetive at the feet of the civil power, and Genevawould fal as the bulwark

of Protestantism. To Berthdier, therefore, with the edict of the Council in his hand, and
his Libertine hordes at his back, Calvin said, "No". It wasthe "Here | stand, | cannot do
otherwise. So hep me, God," repeated over again, a amoment equdly critical, and in the
face of adanger equdly grest.

The Reformer had escaped the greater danger, even degath, which the Libertines hinted
would be the pendty of refusal, but exile sill hung over him. In the evening of the same
Sunday he ascended the pulpit, to take farewell of the flock from which he expected the
coming day would see him parted probably for ever. He chose as the subject of his
discourse Paul's farewel| address to the elders of the church of Ephesus.  Closing his
sermon and spreading out his hands over hisloving flock, for the last time as he believed,
he said, "1 commend you to God and to the word of hisgrace.” The words were mingled
with the sobs and tears of those to whom they were spoken.

But no order of banishment came on the morrow, though he waited hour after hour for it.
The Reformer perceived that so far the victory remained with him. Left undisturbed, he
turned his thoughts to the other maiter which was then engrossing him, for he was



grappling with two foes a once. We shal now turn with him to the matter of Servetus.
Servetus had demanded a public disputation, promising to confute Calvin from scripture
and the Fathers. The prisoner further urged that it did not become acivil court to
adjudicate on such matters. Here was a door opened for the Council to escape
respongbility, had it chosen. "But," says Rilliet, "the magidtrates refused to entertain the
proposal, though Calvin for his part agreed, and protested that, as far as regarded him,
'there was nothing that he more desired than to plead such a cause in the temple before dl
the people.™ Why, we ask, thisrefusal on the part of the magidtrates? Rilliet answers,
"The Council feared, no doubt, that it would thus dispossessitsdlf of the cognizance of an
affair which stood connected with the prerogatives of which it had recently appeared so
jedous;" that is, the Council was then struggling to shut out the Congistory, and to secure
to itsdf the spiritual as well asthe aivil government of Geneva

The preliminary examination of Servetus ended, the Council, having regard to "his

replies, "found that the charges were true, and accordingly Nicholas de la Fontaine was
discharged from prison, under obligation to appear as often as he might be caled, and to
prosecute his case. The Council, in coming to the conclusion that Servetus was guilty,
gppear to have been influenced less by his opinions on the Trinity than by hisviews on
baptism. The frightful excesses of the Anabaptistsin Germany and Switzerland, which
were fresh in their memory, made the Council, doubtless, view this as the most dangerous
part of his creed.

Tomorrow when the Council assembled to prosecute the affair, two new parties appeared
on the arena. These were Philibert Berthdlier, the Libertine opponent of Calvin, and M.
Germain Colladon, a Protestant refugee, and a man learned in the law. Colladon was
associated with Fontaine in the defense and prosecution. These two—Berthdier and
Colladon, were representatives of the two parties into which Geneva was divided, and
their appearance indicated that the affair was tending to wider issues than any persond to
Servetus, in short, it was becoming the battle-ground on which the question was to be
determined whether Libertine Pantheism or the Protestant faith should hold possession of
Geneva. Such isthe inference of Rilliet, who says. "Each of the antagonists saw behind
the proceedings carried on in the bishop's paace, the interest of the parties who disputed
for Geneva."

It gppears from the minutes that, at this meeting of Council, Berthelier undertook the
defense of Servetus, and strongly argued in favor of his peculiar doctrines as well as of
himsdf; Colladon attacked with equa ardor both the errors and their author; the violence
of the debate extended itself to the Council, and the Stting, which was a gormy one, was
abruptly terminated.

This scene brought forward a more powerful man than any who had hitherto appeared in
the prosecution. Berthdlier was at that moment under excommunication by the
Consgtory, and he had a petition lying on the table of the Council to have the sentence of
the spiritua court cancelled. It was thus tolerably plain that his championship of Servetus
was ingpired not so much by the wish to defend the prisoner, as by hisdesre to
overthrow the Congstory. "The Reformer was now invited by the Council to assg, 'in



order that his errors might be better demonstrated,' and to have ‘whomsoever he chose
with him' at the examinations of the prisoner.™ At the first meeting after this, a which
Calvin was present, a sharp debate took place between him and Servetus.

The issue was that the Council found that the charges contained in the indictment were
proven from the books given in evidence and the prisoner's own confessions. Fontaine
had previoudy been discharged from prison; now he was released from his obligation to
prosecute, and the affair was taken entirely into the hands of the Attorney-Generd.

The second act of the trid opened on the 214 of August. Their Excellenciesin Council
assembled resolved as follows—"Inasmuch as the case of heresy of M. Servetus vitaly
affects the welfare of Christendom, it is resolved to proceed with histrid." At this Stting,
Cavin and the minigters, his colleagues, were introduced by the Attorney-Generd. They
were wanted to give their evidence as to the meaning of the word person, asused in
certain passages of the Fathers. Servetus taught that the person of the Son of God had no
existence prior to the Incarnation. He held that Christ existed from dl eternity only asan
idea, not as a person, in the essence or bosom of God, and that the term Son of God is
gpplied in scripture to Christ Jesus asaman. He cited passages from Tertullian, Irenaeus,
and Clement, favorable as he thought to this opinion; and it was to give judgment on
Servetus interpretation of these passages that the pastors were now summoned. The
service asked of them they rendered.

At the meseting on the 23rd, the Attorney-Genera produced a new indictment against
Servetus. Itstitle ran thus—"These are the interrogations and articles upon which the
Attorney-Generd of this city desiresto question Michad Servetus, a prisoner, guilty of
blasphemies, of hereses, and of disturbing Chrissendom.” "If Servetus had had, in the
eyes of Genevesejudtice," says Rilliet, "no other fault than that of which De la Fontaine
had declared him guilty in regard to Cdvin, his acquittal had been sure” "If Cavin

aone" he continues, "had been concerned in the affair of Servetus, dl his efforts would
have been unavailing to secure the condemnation of his adversary.” " Servetus wastried,”
says he again, "and, as we shal mention below, condemned by the mgority of his judges,
not a al as the opponent of Cavin—scarcely as a heretic—but essentially as seditious.
Poalitics acted a much more important part than theology, towards the close of thistrid—
they came on the stage with the Attorney- General." Servetus saw the new position in
which he stood, and strove to defend himsdlf againgt the charges of the Attorney-Generd,
not by denying that his opinions were theologicaly fase, but by trying to show that they
were not socidly dangerous. This defense he followed up with a petition to the
magidrates, in which he [abored to convince them that his opinions at the worst were
only speculative errors, and not practica seditions; and, adds Rilliet, had he been able to
make it gppear that they were "divested of dl practica results, the issue of histria would
not have been fatd.”

Sarvetus was interrogated respecting his persstency in publishing his opinions, seeing he
knew they were condemned by ancient Councils and imperia decrees, and the evil he had
done or wished to do society by maintaining them. But when the prisoner affirmed that he
had hardly ever spoken to any one on his peculiar opinions, he stated what it was



impossible to reconcile with the known fact of histwenty years active diffuson of his
sentimentsin Germany and France.

This was the very week in which the struggle between Cavin and the Libertines came to
acriss The authority, and it might be the life of the Reformer, hung upon the issue of
that contest. Servetus from his prison watched the ebb and flow of the battle, and was
humble and bold by turns, as victory appeared to incline now to Cavin and now to the
Libertines. The approaching Sunday was that of the September Communion, and
Berthelier, as we have seen, hed an order from the Council, authorizing him to gppear at
the holy table.

This seemed the death-warrant of Calvin's power. We can trace the influence of thisturn
of affairs upon Servetus. The Council had ordered Cavin to extract from hisworks, and
to present without note or comment, those propositions in them which he deemed fase.
In obedience to the order, the Reformer drew up thirty-eight articles, which were given to
the prisoner to be answered by him. But Servetus reply bore the character of a bitter
attack upon the Reformer, rather than that of a defense of himself. "Wretch," said he,
gpostrophizing Cavin, "do you think to stun the ears of the judges by your barking? You
have a confused intellect, so that you cannot understand the truth. Perverted by Simon
Magus, you are ignorant of the firgt principles of things—you make men only blocks and
stones, by establishing the davery of the will." To write thus within the wals of a prison,
was to be very sure of victory!

Nay, Servetus, looking upon Calvin as dready fdlen, no longer has recourse to
subterfuges; he no longer seeks to show that his doctrines are innocuous. Throwing aside
the vell, he openly avows that he held the opinions imputed to him in hisindictment. He
had drawn up his sdf-accusation with his own hand.

Cavin ingtantly wrote an answer to the paper of Servetus, as the Council had required.
His strong hand thrust back the unhappy man into his former postion. The Reformer's
answer was given in to the judges, sgned by dl the ministers of the Church of Geneva,
fourteen in number. No sooner has Cavin laid down the pen than, seeing hisown
position and work are at that moment trembling in the balance, he turns to the other and
graver conflict. On Saturday, the 2nd of September, he appeared before the Little Council
to demand the canceling of the warrant given to Berthelier to receive the Lord's Supper.
The Council declined to comply. It retained in its own hands the power to admit or to
exclude whomsoever it would from the Communiont-table. It stripped Cavin and the
Conggory of dl ecclesasticd authority and power, and, of course, of al respongbility
for censures and punishments of an ecclesiastica kind. This power the Council took
soldy upon itsdf. The use it made of it will afterwards appear.

The scene that took place in the Cathedral of . Peter's the very next day we have dready
narrated. But the Reformer did not account it enough that he refused to obey in a matter
which the laws of the State gave no right to the Council to command; he resolved,
athough at the risk of life, to maintain the battle, and reconquer the lost prerogetive,
without which he would not remain in Geneva



On the 7th September, Calvin and his colleagues went to the Little Council, with the text
of the Ecclesiagtical Ordinances, and appeding to the letter of the law he showed the
Council that the Ordinances gave it no power concerning excommunication, and that
what it had done was a subverson of the Congtitution of Geneva. He further craved the
Council to make known itsfind determination upon the point, that he and his colleagues
might be able to regulate their conduct as regarded resigning or retaining their functions
in Geneva. The Council took three daysto consder the matter, and, adds the Regidter, it
"commanded that meanwhile M. Cavin must preach and do hisduty.” On the 18th
September, the Council passed a resolution declaring that "it would adhere to the edicts
as it had hitherto done." Thisreply, in point of ambiguity, was dmost Delphic.

Interpreted by recent edicts, it meant that the Council saw nothing inconsistent with the
edictsin what they had done, and would Hill retain in their own hands the ecclesadticdl
government. Still the Reformer did not view it as judtifying him in asandoning hiswork

in Geneva, and Farel and other friends wrote at this crisis earnestly beseeching him not to

quit his post.

Meanwhile Servetus was busy in his prison with his annotations on Cavin'sreply. The
unhappy man, believing thet hisfriends, the Libertines, who communicated with him
through the jaller, were on the eve of triumphing, and that the Reformer was as good as
fdlen, was no longer at painsto conced hisintense hatred of the latter. Writing between
the lines and on the margin of Cavin's document, he expressed himsdf in the following
meancholy terms— ™Y ou howl like ablind man in desert places, because the spirit of
vengeance burnsin your heart. You lie, you lie, you lie, you ignorant calumniator.” There
followed agood ded more in the same vein. The Reformer was shown the writing, but
leaving to Servetus the last word, he deigned no reply.

At this stage of the affair the magigtrates of Geneva resolved to consult the Helvetic
Churches. Servetus himself had expressed awish to that effect. A messenger of State,
Jacquemoz Jernoz, was dispatched to the churches of Bern, Zurich, Schaffhausen, and
Bade. He carried |etters to the magistrates as well as to the pastors of the four cities, as
a0 the requisite documents—namely, the articles of accusation, the papers exchanged
between Servetus and Calvin, and a copy of the Chrigtianismi Retitutio.

From this moment Calvin quits the scene. The course of the affair was precisely what it
would have been dthough he had not been in Geneva at dl. Hisinfluence with the
Council was then at zero. We think we can see the end served thereby, though Calvin
could not. To him it was only mortifying as betokening impending overthrow to the
Reformation in Geneva.

In the resolution to which the magigtrates of Geneva had cometo lay the affair of
Serveins before the Swiss Reformed Churches, we see the Churches of Helvetia formed
into ajury. Pending the verdict, which it would seem Servetus did not for a moment
doubt would be entirdly in hisfavor, the accused took another step againgt Calvin. From
his prison, he sent to the Council alig of "articles on which M. Servetus wishes J. Cavin
to be interrogated.” He there accuses Calvin of having falsgly imputed to him the opinion



that the soul ismortd. "If | have said tha—not merdly said it, but publicly written it—to
infect the world, | would condemn myself to desth. Wherefore, my lords, | demand that
my false accuser be punished, poenatdionis, and that he be detained a prisoner like me,
till the cause be decided for his death or mine, or other punishment.” Servetus had
formerly declined the civil jurisdiction in matters theologicdl; he now, in the hope of
placing the Reformer in the same hazard as himsdlf, accepts thet jurisdiction in those very
mattersin which he had before declined it.

Meanwhile the State messenger was making his circuit of the four cities, sojourning long
enough in each to permit the magigtrates and pastors to consider the documents, and
make up their minds. At the end of nearly a month, the messenger returned. The answers
of the cities and pastors were given in to the Council: they were eight in dl, there being a
deliverance from the government and a deliverance from the church in each case. The
verdict eight times pronounced, with awful unanimity, was degth. Thus, outside the
territory of Geneva, was the fate of Servetus decided. About the same time that the
suffrages of the Swiss churches were given in, an officer arrived & Geneva from the
tribund of Vienne. This man carried an order from his masters empowering him to
demand the surrender of the prisoner, and bring him to Vienne, tha he might undergo the
sentence that had been passed upon him. Their Lordships of Genevareplied that it was
not their custom to give up one charged with a crimetill he had been ether acquitted or
condemned.

However, confronting Servetus with the Viennese officer, they asked him whether he
would remain with them or go back with the person who had come to fetch him. The
unhappy man with tearsin his eyesreplied, "Messeurs of Geneva, judge me according to
your good pleasure, but do not send me back with the hangman.” This interference of the
Roman Catholic authorities of Vienne hastened the fate of the prisoner.

The Council of Geneva assembled to give judgment. The discusson was a stormy one.
Perrin, with the Libertines, fought hard to save the accused; but the preponderating
mgjority felt that the case could have but one issue. Servetus had dready been
condemned by the Popish tribund of Vienne; the tribuna of the Swiss Reform had
unanimoudy condemned him; the codes of Theodosius and Judtinian, which Hill formed
the basis of the crimind jurisprudence of Geneva, condemned him; and the universd
opinion of Christendom, Popish and Protestant, held him to be worthy of death. To these
congderations was added the horror his sentiments had inspired in dl minds. Not only
did his opinions outrage the fundamenta doctrines of the then common creed of
Chrigendom; they led with atrocious blagphemy the persons of the Trinity; and they
tore up, in their last consequences, the roots of society, by striking down conscience
within man, and the power of law without him. What day the Council acquitted Servetus,
it pronounced the dissolution of the state, political and reigious, and opened the flood-
gates on Christendom of those horrible impieties and massacring crusades which had
dready inflicted fearful havoc in many of the provinces of Germany.

Europe, they believed, would not hold them guiltlessif they let loose this plague a second
time. Therefore, without consulting Cavin, without even thinking of him, and dedling



with it primarily as sedition, "the principles of order, as then understood, did not permit
them longer to hesitate as to whether or not they should seein them [i.e., the opinions of
Servetus] the crime of treason againgt society” —the magistrates of Geneva closed their
Diet with a decree condemning Servetus to desth.

At this supreme hour one man aone comes forward to attempt amitigation of the
punishment of Servetus. John Cavin earnestly interceded with the Council, not that the
Servetus might be spared, but that the sword might be substituted for the fire; but he
interceded in vain. Servetus never recanted, and was put to degth by the state for his
crime.

Intense interest till attached to the great movement and its headquarters, the little town
of Geneva, around which the clouds of war and danger were gathering heavier every day,
though an unseen Hand withheld them from burdting.  Luther's energies declined as his
years advanced, and he had the mortification, before he went to his grave, of seeing the
Reformation in Germany beginning to lose the purity to which it owed the splendor of its
early morning, and the power that made it in its noon the ruler of the Teutonic nations.
But Cavin's latter years were his most triumphant, for neither did his powers decay nor
hiswork stand till; on the contrary, the one continued to strengthen, and the other to
advance, till hislast hour on earth. Hisfirst years had been spent in eaborating the
scheme of Chrigtian doctrine: his next were passed in congtructing a spiritual machinery,
through which the influence of his doctrine might go forth in order to the purifying and
elevating of society; hence his efforts to hold Geneva, and to quell theinfidel democracy,
whose ingincts taught it thet its greatest enemy was Calvin's Gospdl, and that it must
crush it or be crushed by it. Having made good Geneva as a basis of Protestart
operations, Calvin'sthird period was passed in planting his system abroad, and guiding,
by hiswritings and |etters, the Reformation in France, England, Switzerland, Poland, and
other countries. There was no land where Calvin was not influentia.

Geneva, while the Reformer lived in it, was continualy opening its gates to give asylum

to the persecuted of other countries. The same gates were continualy opening to let those
go forth who were returning to the field of Iabor, or it might be of martyrdom. We can
give here only afew ingances. One day, in the summer of 1553, a missonary was
commissioned to carry aletter from Cavin, "To the faithful dispersed in some ides of
France" His name was Philibert Hamdlin, and he was on his way to the coast of
Saintonge, where ayoung flock were much in want of someone to organize and instruct
them. Hamdlin, anative of Tours, was the first preacher of the Reformed doctrinein
Saintes. He was saized in that town, but escaping deeth by dmost amiracle, he came to
Geneva, where he followed the cdling of a printer. But the ardor of his zed would not
suffer him to remain in his asylum. He set out to revisit his brethren, "dispersed among
theides™" with thisletter, in which Cavin, addressing these young converts, said: "We
are nowise of opinion that you should be in a hurry to partake of the Holy Supper until
you have some order established among you. . . Nay, it would not be lawful for aman to
adminigter the sacraments to you, unless he recognized you as the flock of Jesus Chrigt,
and found among you the form of a Church." The devoted missionary, in an gpogtolate of
four years, organized their churches. He never returned to the grest captain who had sent



him forth, to tell what success had attended his labors. Taken anew, he was burned alive
at Bordeaux in 1557.

Whilst there was one stake in the Place Champd, two confessors were expecting degth in
the prisons of Lyons. Cavin received the tidings during the trid of Servetus, and when he
wasin thethick of his contest with the Libertines. He hastened to their dungeon, as it
were, and by words comforted them. "That God," he told them, "who had caled them to
the honor of maintaining His truth, would lead them to martyrdom as by the hand." He
bade them think of the "heavenly immortdity" to which the "cross and shame and death”
conducted, and of Him who waited, the moment these were ended, to wipe away dl tears.

Of dl the martyrdoms of the period, the most touching perhapsis that of "the five martyrs
of Lyons." Natives of France, and desirous of taking part in the Reformation of their own
country, they repaired to Lausanne to study theology and qualify themselves for the
ministry. Having completed their course, they received license to preach, and set out to
begin their labors in France. They rested afew days in Geneva, and then passed on to
their destined field, their spirits invigorated, we can well believe, by their brief say in the
capitd of Protestantism. Light they were destined to impart to their native France, but not
in the way they had fondly hoped. On their journey to Lyons they met at the Bourg de
Colonges, nigh to L'Ecluse, a stranger who offered himsdlf astheir fdlow-traveler. They
harbored no suspicion, and maintained no disguise in the company of ther new
acquaintance. Soon after their arrival at Lyons, they were arrested and thrown into prison.
Their companion had betrayed them. Their fate having awakened greet interest, powerful
influence was used in their behdf &t the court of France. The Bernese Government
interceded for "their scholars’ with the king. Some among the Romanists even, touched
by their pure lives and their lovely characters, interested themsdaves for their safety.
Meanwhile their trid proceeded a Lyons. The brutdity of the judges was as conspicuous
as the congtancy of the prisoners. From the sentence of the Lyonnese court, which
adjudged them to desth, they appeded to the Parliament of Paris. The decree arrived
from the capita confirming the sentence of the court below. So, then, it was by their
burning pile, and not by the doquence of their living voice, that they wereto ad in
dispeling the darkness that brooded over their native land. There was mourning in
Lausanne and Geneva, and in other places on the shores of the Leman, when it was
known that those who had o lately gone forth from them, and for whom they had
augured a career of the highest usefulness, were o soon to meet atragic deeth.

The same Calvin who comforted the martyr on the scaffold was dso with the statesman
in his cabinet, and a times at the foot of the throne giving counsd to princes. Henry VIII
had died in 1547, and with him expired that peculiar scheme of Reform by which he
amed at abolishing the jurisdiction of the Pope, yet preserving the religion of Popery. His
son, Edward VI, mounted the throne in his tenth year. The Duke of Somerset, now Lord
Protector, had educated the young prince in the principles of the Protestant faith. The fine
taents and noble character of the youthful monarch excited the highest hopesin Calvin,
and he strove to win him more and more for the gospe. Nor were the hopes which the
Reformer cherished disgppointed. It was during the reign of this pious prince, and the
regency of Edward Seymour, Lord Protector, that the Reformation was established in



England. Hence the correspondence of Calvin with Somerset, to whom he dedicated,
June, 1548, his Commentary on the First Epistle to Timothy. And hence, too, his
remarkable |etter to the same statesman in October of the same year, in which he Sates
fully his sentiments touching what was necessary to complete the Reformation in
England.

This matter will come before usin its proper place. Meanwhile we note thet the
Reformer, in hisletter to Lord Protector Somerset, ingsts on three things as necessary to
the mord transformation of England: first, the preaching of the pure Word of God,
second, the rooting out of abuses; and, third, the correction of vices and scandalous
offenses.

When a lagt the intrigues of hisrivas prevailed againgt him, and the good Duke of
Somerset had to mount the scaffold, Cavin addressed the young king, whose heart was
not less set on the Reformation of England than had been that of the Lord Protector. The
Reformer dedicated to him two of hisworks, the Commentary on Isaiah, and the
Commentary on the Catholic Epistles. Edward V1 was at this time only fourteen years of
age, but his precocious intellect enabled him to appreciate and even to judge of the works
the Reformer had laid at hisfeet.

The bearer of these two books, the pastor Nicolas des Galars, was received with marked
respect at the court of England. The books were accompanied by a letter to theking, in
which Cavin spoke with the plainness and honesty of the Reformer, yet, mindful that he
was addressing a king, he adopted the tone not of amaster but of afather.

Holding up to him the example of Josiah, he exhorted the young monarch to "follow up
the good work s0 happily begun;” he cautioned him againg viewing it as achieved, and
that it was "not in aday that such an abyss of superdtition as the Papacy isto be purged.”
"Trueitis Sre" sad he, "that there are things indifferent which we may alowably

tolerate, but then we must dways ingst that smplicity and order be observed in the use
of ceremonies, S0 that the clear light of the gospel be not obscured by them, as if we were
gill under the shadows of the law, and then that there may be nothing alowed that is not
in agreement and conformity to the order established by the Son of God. For God does
not alow his name to be trifled with, mixing up slly frivolities with his holy and sacred
ordinances." "There is another point, sire, of which you ought to take a specid charge,
namely, that the poor flocks may not be degtitute of pastors.” In fine, he exhorted the king
to have a care for the efficiency and purity of the schools and universities, for he had

been informed that "there are many young people supported on the college bursaries,
who, instead of giving good hope of service in the Church, do not concedl that they are
opposed to the true religion.”

The pious king had for primate the erudite Cranmer. The archbishop had cowered under
the capricious tyranny of Henry VI11, but now, moving no longer in the cold and
withering shede of that monarch, Cranmer was himsdlf again; and not only was he
laboring zedoudy to complete the work of Reformation in England, he was aso holding
out the hand to dl the Reformers and Reformed Churches on the Continent. He was at



that time revolving a grand Protestant union. He desired that the friends of the gospd in
al lands should come together, and deduce from the Word of God a scheme of Christian
doctrine which al might confess and hold, and which might be, to the generation then
living and to the ages to come, a standard round which the Church might raly. At Trent
the Church of Rome was massing and marshdling her troops; the Primate of England
thought that the Protestant Church ought aso to close her ranks, and, presenting an
unbroken front to the foe, be ready to repd his attack, or to advance her own triumphs
into regions where her banners had not yet been displayed. Cranmer communicated his
idea to the Reformer of Geneva

Cavin, in hisreply, intimated his approva of his"just and wise design,” and said that for
his own part, if he could further thereby the work of union, "he would not grudge to cross
even ten seas” and he went on to indicate the existence of certain principlesthat lay far
down, even at the bottom of society, and which no eye save his own then saw, but which
have since come to the surface, and yielded that noxious and bitter crop that he predicted
they would if not obviated, "the digemper” even of "astupid inquisitiveness dternating
with that of fearless extravagance." The Reformer saw that the future of Christendom was
menaced by "terrible disorders,” not more by difference in rdigious sentiments than by
that speculative philosophic spirit which contravenes the laws of true science not less

than it contemns the authority of the scriptures. In short, Calvin foresaw, even at that
early period, should Protestantiam fail, a pantheistic Europe.

Soon after this interchange of |etters, the death of Edward VI and the accession of Queen
Mary changed the whole face of affairs. The disastrous events which now took the place
of those bright triumphs that the good archbishop had judged to be so near, belong to a
subsequent period of our history.

The heart of Cavin must have been unspeakably saddened and weighed down, as day
after day refugees arrived in Geneva, tdling him that another and another of England's
Reformers and scholars had perished at the stake, and that another and yet another of the
rites of Rome had been re-introduced into that kingdom where the light of Reformation
had begun to shine so cdlearly. But dike in the foul day asin the fair, the Reformer must
go on with hiswork. We find him in 1545 renewing his intercourse with the distant
Austrian provinces. He dedicated his Catechism to the Protestant communities there, with
the view of establishing a union in doctrine between them and the Church of Geneva. His
watchful eye did not overlook Poland. In 1549 he dedicated to the monarch of that
country, Sigismund Augustus, his Commentary on the Hebrews. He exhorted him to give
himsdf to the service of Chrigt, which places us"in the rank of angels" and to follow the
footsteps of his father Sigismund, who, while persecution raged in many other countries,
kept his hands unstained with blood. Denmark and Sweden aso shared Calvin's
solicitude. In the year 1552 he dedicated the firgt haf of his Commentary on the Acts of
the Apostlesto the excdlent Christian I; and the second half he dedicated in 1554 to the
son of that monarch, Frederick.

Amid the crowned heads whom he thus acknowledges, the friends of his youth and the
refugees of the gospel were not forgotten. The firgt part of his Commentary on the Epistle



to the Corinthians was dedicated, in 1546, to the Sieur de Bourgoyne; and, ten years later,
another part to an illustrious Negpolitan, the Marquis Caraccioli, arefugee in Geneva
These and other dedications are finely conceived.

L etters and evangelists was Calvin daily sending to the Church of France. Born in that
land, but driven out of it, he was here on its border, in his Alp-environed city, to direct
and watch over its Reformation. His messengers aso crossed the Alps, with lettersto
Renee, Duchess of Ferrara. Encompassed by the spies of Rome, watched by a bigoted
husband, with few near her to succor her efforts, or share her longings for the
emancipation of her fair Italy, the words of Cavin must have been to the grief-stricken
gueen as "cold waters' to one athirst. The Pyrenees no more than the Alps could confine
his sympathies. He corresponded with the Queen of Navarre, Margaret of Valois, and
with her illustrious daughter, Jeanne d'Albret. We do not wonder that the eye of the
Reformer should rest with specia delight on the little kingdom governed by these wise
and virtuous princesses, for there the Protestant vine, so sordly buffeted by tempestsin
many other lands, flourished in peace, and yielded abundance of happy fruitsin the order,
the industry, and the morality of the region. And now, again, his attention was attracted to
England. Mary was dead, and Elizabeth was on the throne. To the foot of that throne
came the Reformer, to indruct, with anow fully-matured wisdom and prescience, the
great English sovereign and her ministers, how that faith, planted in their country by
Wyckliffe, might be revived, and that goodly church order set up by Cranmer, but
overthrown by the furious tempests that had since swept over the kingdom, might be
restored and completed.

It is on a country more to the north, then distinct from England, now happily one with it,
that the eye of the great chief of Protestantism rests with the greatest ddlight of al. He
had, perhaps, a presentiment that it was that country, rather than France, in which his
grand ideawasto be redlized. A son of that land had aready found his way to Geneva.
Calvin quickly discerned what sort of man the stranger was. The leonine lineaments of
his soul, the robust powers of hisintellect stood out to his view; he was the likest to
himsdf of dl the men around him, and the two cleaved to each other, and became knit
together in the bonds of a holy friendship. A strong, capacious, and versdtile intellect did
both these men possess. This helped them in their work; it was like a sharp sword in the
hand of a mighty man. But we must never forget that the influence by which Knox
regenerated Scotland, and Calvin regenerated Christendom, was not an intellectua force,
but amord, a Divine power. Their submisson to the scriptures gave them access to the
deep fountains of that celestia force, and enabled themto bring it into play indl its

freshness, fullness, and purity.

While Cavin was counseling monarchs, drafting plans of Reform for statesmen,
organizing churches, corresponding with theologiansin al countries, and laboring to
harmonize thar views of Divine truth, he was the object of unceasing and bitter attack on
the part of afaction of the Genevese. They detested his presence in their town, openly
insulted him on their streets, and ceasdesdy intrigued to drive him from Geneva, the city
which he had made famous throughout Europe.



We have seen the victory which Cavin, a the peril of hislife, won over the Libertinesin
the Cathedral of St. Peter's, on Sunday, the 3rd of September, 1553. The storm lulled for
alittlewhile, but in afew monthsit was renewed. Those who were guilty of scandals,

and of course were visted with the censures of the church, repaired to the Council, and
complained of the rigor of the Conggtory. The ministers were summoned to judtify their
proceedings—a hard task before magidirates, some of whom were hostile, and dmost dl
of whom were lukewarm in the cause of the spiritud discipline.

The Libertine faction, scotched but not killed, became bold in proportion as they saw the
Council wastimid. "See" said they, "how we are governed by French edicts and by
Cavin." One of its opponents said of the Conggtory that "it was more savage than Satan
himsdlf, but he hoped soon to tame it. Bezatells us that the revolutionary party made
obscene songs on the Word of God. Sometimes mock processions passed aong the street,
singing profane parodies of the hymns of the Church. "The Libertines™” says Roset,
"commenced the year 1555 with new manifestations of their old wickedness. Having
supped together, to the number of ten, they took each a candle, and paraded the Streets,
snging, a the full retch of their voices, the psams, interlaced with jeers.” One day as
Cdvin was returning from preaching in the suburb of St. Gervais, he was hustled on the
bridge of the Rhone by aknot of miscreants who had gathered there. He very quietly
rebuked their insolence by the remark that "the bridge was wide enough for them dl.” We
find him about this time writing to Bullinger that "his position was become dmost
unbearable. We hear him pouring out his degp sghs, and expressing, like Meancthon,
hiswish to die. This was much from the strong man. The days had come, foreseen by
him, and foretold in his own expressve language to Fardl, when he should have to "offer
his bleeding heart as a sacrifice to God." But, though his heart bled, his spirit, ever
undaunted, maintained the conflict with a patience and fortitude not to be overcome.

The Reformer returned to Geneva from his banishment on the express promise of the
Council that the Consstory shoud be supremein al ecclesastica causes. Without this
provison Cavin would never again have entered the gates of that city. Not that he
wished power for himsdf. "1 would rather die ahundred times," said he, "than

gopropriate that authority which isthe common property of the church.” But unlessthe
sentences of the spiritua court were fina, how could order and mora rule be upheld? and
without the supremacy of mora law, of what use would his presence in Geneva beto
Protestantism? Buit this essentid point was dl the more the object of attack by the
Libertines.

Amy Perrin, the persond foe of the Reformer, once more led in this second bettle. "It is

to us" sad Perrin and histroop, "an astonishing thing that a sovereignty should exist

within a sovereignty. Good sense seems to us to require that the sovereign authority

should be entire, and that al questions and parties should be under the rule of the
Seigneury. Not otherwise can we preserve that liberty which we have so dearly bought.

Y ou are reviving the tyranny of the Pope and the prelates,” continued Perrin, "under this
new name of spiritud jurisdiction.” "No," replied the pastors, who had assembled in the
council-chamber, and were spesking through the mouth of Calvin, "No; we only clam
obedience to therule of the Bible, the law of Jesus Chrigt, the Head of the Church. He has



given to us the power to bind and loose—in other words, to preach the Word and to
adminigter the sacraments. The magistrates have no more right to forbid us the exercise
of this power, than we have to invade the government and civil jurisdiction. To us holy
things have been committed, and we shdl take care that the Table of the Lord is not
dishonored by the presence at it of the profane.”

The pagtors fortified their position by appealing to the separation between things sacred
and things civil that existed under the Old Testament. To the family of Aaron had dl
things gppertaining to worship been assigned; to the house of David had the civil
government been committed. It gppertained not to the most powerful of the Jewish
monarchs to perform the humblest service a the dtar; and those kings who, forgetting
this distinction, presumed to bring their authority into the temple, were smitten with
judgment. "So far," said Calvin in conclusion, "isthe power of the pastors from being a
menace to the liberty of the republic, that it isits best protection. Liberty without the
gospd is but amiserable davery.”

These reasonings were not without their effect on the magistrates. By amgority of
auffrages, the Council resolved that its former edict should remain in force—in other
words, that the arrangement made with Calvin when he returned to Geneva—namdly, that
thefina decisonin dl church offenses be with the Cons story—should be maintained.
Genevawas il secured to the Reformer. The basis on which he rested his great work,
both in Genevaitsdlf and throughout Christendom, the Libertines had not yet been able to
overturn.

They did not, however, accept of their defeat and desst from the war. Baffled in this
front attack, they next assailed the Reformer on the flank. "We have too many minisers,”
sad they, raising their voicesto aloud pitch. "We have too many ministers and too many
sermons.” There were then only four pastorsin Geneva; but the Libertines thought that
they were four too many, and athough they did not demand their entire suppression as
yet, they modestly proposed that they should be reduced to two. As regarded the
churches, they would not lock their doors outright, but they would at once abolish the
sermon, in which their vices were branded with a pointedness and lashed with a severity
gnce trangferred from the pulpit to the press and the platform. They were willing thet a
harmless kind of worship should go on. They would permit the people to be taught the
"Creed," the "Lord's Prayer," and the "Ten Commandments.” This amount of instruction,
they thought, might be safely tolerated. Asto those floods of exposition poured forth
upon them weekday and Sunday, they saw no need for such: it was dangerous; and the
Council ought to raise legd dykes within which to confine this torrent of pious
eloquence.

The Libertines next turned their attention to the correction of another great abuse, asthey
deemed it. What is the use, they asked, of so many Commentaries and printed books? We
must fetter the pen of this Calvin, for the State of Genevais not able to bear the many
books he is sending forth. We must stop this plethora of writing and publishing.

Such was their estimate of that mighty genius, in the light of which kings and statesmen



were glad to wak! We may imagine what would have been the fame of Geneva, and
what the date of letters and civilization in Europe in the next century, if the Libertines
instead of Calvin had triumphed in this controversy.

There arose yet another cause of complaint and quarrdl. The refugees who sought asylum
in Genevawere at thistime increasing from week to week. Weeded out by the hand of
persecution, they were the men of the purest mords, of the richest culture, and the noblest
souls which the surrounding countries could boast. Not afew were men of the highest
rank, and of very large possessions, although in dmost every case they arrived penniless.

The little State began to inscribe their names on the registers of its citizens. The proudest
kingdom would have done itself an honor by enralling such men among its subjects. Not
so did Perrin and his faction account it. "They are beggars who have come here to eat the
bread of the Genevese."—s0 did they speak of those who had forsaken al for the
gospel—"they are Cdvin'sdlies, who flock hither to support him in tyrannizing over the
children of the soil; they are usurping the rights of the ancient burgesses and destroying
the liberties of the town; they are the enemies of the republic, and what so likely as that
they will purchase their way back into their own country by betraying Genevato the King
of France?' These and Smilar accusations—the reedy invention of coarse and maignant
natures—were secretly whispered among the populace, and at last openly preferred
before the Council, againg the digtinguished men of dmost every nationdity now
assembled in Geneva.

Early in the year 1555 the matter came to a head, and we note it more particularly
because it brought on the fina struggle which overturned the faction of the Libertines,

and left the victory with Cavin. At one Stting the Council admitted as many asfifty
foreigners, dl men of known worth, to the rights of citizenship. Perrin and hisfollowers
raised alouder cry than ever. "The scum of Europe,” "the supporters of Calvin's
despotism,” are possessing themsealves of our heritage. These were the epithets by which
they chose to designate the new burgesses. These men had not, indeed, been born on the
soil of the republic, but Geneva had no better citizens than they; certainly none more
willing to obey her law, or more ready to shed their blood for her liberty if occasion
should require. The gospel, which they had embraced, made the territory of Genevamore
thelr native land than the country they had left. But the Libertines understood nothing of

al this. They went to the Council and complained, but the Council would not listen to
them. They carried their gpped to the populace, and at this bar that appea was more
successul.

Perrin returned to the Council with alarger number of followers, chiefly fishermen and
boatmen, armed with huge double-handled swords. This motley host was dismissed with
the same answer as before. The malcontents paraded the streets dl day, caling on the
citizens to bestir themselves, and save the town, which was on the eve of being sacked by
the foreigners. The better class of citizens paid no attention to this cry of "The wolf!" and
remained quiet in their homes; but the ranks of the rioters were swelled by numbers of the
lower orders, whose “patriotism” had been stimulated by the free rations of wine and
food which were served out to them.



The heads of the party met in atavern with a certain number, says Bonivard, of "brawling
companions.” The more moderate, who may be presumed to have been aso the more
sober, were for convoking the Council-Generd;; but the more violent would hear of
nothing but the massacre of dl the refugees of religion, and their supporters. The Sunday
following, when the citizenswould be dl & church, was fixed on for the execution of this
horrible plot.

The eagerness of the Libertines to consummate their crime caused the plot to miscarry.
The very next night after their meeting, the fumes of the wine, we may charitably believe,
not having as yet exhaed, the mob-patriots rushed into the street with armsin their hands
to begin ther dreadful work. "The French, the French,” they shouted, "are taking the
town! Say dl, day dl!" But not one of the refugees was to be seen. "The Lord,” says
Calvin, "had poured a degp deep upon them." But the other citizens rushed armed into
the street. There was a great uproar, shouts, cries, and clashing of arms; but fortunately
the affray passed without bloodshed. "God," says Ruchat, "who watches over the affairs
of men, and who wished to preserve Geneva, did not permit Perrin to accomplish his
design.”

The Council assembled in afew days, and then measures were taken to bring the

sediitious to punishment, and prevent the peace of the city being broken by smilar

outrages in time to come. Four heads fell benegth the axe. Perrin's dso would have fallen,
had he not cared for its safety by flight. With him fled dl those who felt thet they were

too deeply compromised to presume on pardon. The rest were banished, and found refuge
on the territory of Bern. The issue of this affair determined the future fortunes of Geneva

From being anest of Libertines, who would have speedily wasted their own and their
city's drength by their immord principles and their disorderly lives, and who would have
plunged Genevainto its former vassdage, riveting more hopeesdy than ever its old yoke
upon its neck, this smal but ancient town was, by thisturn of affairs, rescued to become
the capita of Protestantism—the metropolis of amora empire.

Cavin had made good his foothold at last. Geneva had been rescued from the base uses
to which the Libertines had destined it, and was now consecrated to the noblest of dl
ends. The Reformer had now peace. But his condition can be justly styled peace only
when compared with the tempests of the nine previous years. Of these he had fedingly
and compendioudy said, "that while everywhere the church was agitated, at Geneva it
was tossed as was the Ark on the billows." It was a true description; but the calm had
come at last. The Ark had found its Ararat, and now within that city, for the possession of
which two interests had so stoutly contended, the fierce winds had gone down, and the
waves had subsided into rest.

Cavin now proceeded to make Genevafit for the grand purposes for which he had
destined her. "In my heart," says Knox, in aletter to hisfriend Mr. Locke, "I could have
wished, yea, and cannot cease to wish, thet it might please God to guide and conduct you
to this place, where | neither fear nor eshame to say is the most perfect school of Christ



that ever was in the earth since the days of the Apostles. In other places | confess Chrigt
to be truly preached; but manners and religion to be so sncerdly reformed, | have not yet
seen in any other place beside. Fard bore smilar testimony to the flourishing condition
of Geneva after itsmany perils. "l waslately at Geneva," he says, "and so ddighted was |
that | could scarce tear mysdlf away. | would rather belast in Genevathan first in any
other place. Were | not prevented by the Lord, and by my love for my congregation,
nothing would hinder me from ending my days there." Drelincourt expressed the same
admiration a hundred years after.

If there was peace in the days of Cavin within Geneva, there were ambushes dl around.
The firdt trouble was created by the banished Libertines. Bern took the part of these exiles
in the quarrdl, declaring that they had been guilty of no crime, and demanding of the
Council and citizens of Geneva that they should give satisfaction to those they had
expelled, and receive them back. It may be conjectured that there wasin dl thisalittle
jedlousy on the part of the powerful Bern of the risng glory of Geneva Thelittle republic
replied to this haughty demand by expdlling the families of the Libertines, and forbidding
the return of the banished under pain of death. It was now feared that the Libertines,
supported by Bern, meditated re-entering Geneva by force of aams. The territory of Bern
bordered with that of Geneva, and the Libertines stationed themsalves on that part of it
which lay nearest the city, and offered daily menaces and petty annoyances. They

resorted to the bridge of the Arve, and mocked and jeered at the Genevese who had
occasion to passthat way. The citizens, irritated beyond measure, were often on the point
of rushing out and punishing these insolences, but the Council restrained them. The

matter continued in an uneasy and dangerous condition for some time, but a sudden turn

in the politics of Europe, which menaced both cities with a common danger, brought in

the issue ddiverance to Geneva

The battle of S. Quentin, in Normandy, was fought about thistime. In thisfight the arms
of Charles of Spain were victorious over those of Henry 11 of France. Philibert
Emmanud, Prince of Piedmont, who commanded the Spanish army, was the heir of the
titles and rights of his father Charles, Duke of Savoy; but he inherited the titles only; the
estates had gone from his house, and were now partly in the hands of the King of France,
and partly in possession of Bern, and other Swiss cantons. The French king being now
humbled, the Prince of Pledmont deemed this a favorable moment for reclaiming his
hereditary dominions. He issued an edict to that effect, and immediately theresfter
dispatched abody of eight thousand lancers to establish his authority over hisformer
subjects. The darm was great throughout Switzerland, and more especidly in Geneva
and Bern. The Bernese had now other things to think of than the quarrdl into which the
banished Libertines had led them. This last matter gradudly went to deep; and thus
Geneva, by this shifting in the great European winds, was ddlivered without the necessity
of griking asingle blow.

The affairs of Bolsec and Cagtdio belong to biography rather than to history. Both of
these men opposed Calvin on the doctrine of predestination. Both of them interrupted him
publicly when preaching in &. Peter's. The Council had them seized, on the ground of the
maintenance of the public peace, rather than on the ground of difference of doctrine. The



result was that both were banished from Geneva, never to return. "As to those who are
indignant that Bolsec should even have been banished,” says Bungener, "we know not
what to say to them, unless that they are completely ignorant how the question stood in
regard to the Reformation and to Geneva—especidly to Geneva. To wish that she had
opened her gates to dl the variations and daring flights of religious thought, isto wish
that thet greet lever, the Reformation, had without a fulcrum lifted the world.”

Stationed just outside the French territory, the Reformer was able, from this citadd in
which God had placed him, to keep watch over the Protestant Church of France. During
the nine years he had yet to live, that church was the object of his care. The first necessity
of Chrisendom, in the opinion of Cavin, was the gospel. Accordingly, it was one of his
chief |abors to prepare, in the school of Geneva, qualified preachers who should go forth,
and sow everywhere the seed of the kingdom. Many of these missionaries sdected France
asther field of Iabor. Thither were they followed by the ingtructions and prayers of
Cavin and the other church leaders of Geneva. We have two proofs that great numbers
offered themsalves to this most inviting but very hazardous fidd. Thefirgt isthe letter
which the King of France, Charles1X, in January, 1561, sent to Geneva, complaining of
the preachers who had come from thence, and caling upon the Council to recall them.
The sacond is the letter of Calvin to Bullinger, in the May following, which reveds
incidentally what a powerful propaganda Geneva had become, and shows us the soldiers
of the Cross dally setting out from her gates to Spread the triumphs of the gospd. "It is
incredible," writes Cavin, "with what ardor our friends devote themsdves to the soread
of the gospdl. As greedily as men before the Pope solicit him for benefices, do they ask
for employment in the churches beneeth the Cross. They besiege my door to obtain a
portion of thefield to cultivate. Never had monarch courtiers more eager than mine. They
dispute about the stations as of the kingdom of Jesus Christ was peaceably established in
France.

Sometimes | seek to restrain them. | show to them the atrocious edict which orders the
degtruction of every house in which Divine service shdl have been cdebrated. | remind
them that in more than twenty towns the faithful have been massacred by the populace. In
those happy days— happy athough stakes were blazing—it seemed asiif the ancient
saying was reversed, and that no longer were the laborers few. No wonder that Calvin for
once breaks into enthusiasm, and gives vent to hisjoy. But we do the Reformer only
justice when we say that he rejoiced not because he was leader, but because his soldiers
were devoted.

The success of these Evangdigs entailed new labors and responsibilities on the

Reformer. The churches which they planted had to be organized. These new communities
came to Genevafor the principles of their condtitution, and the mode of their

government. If Geneva bore the likeness of Cavin’stheologica principles, France now
began to bear the likeness of Geneva. Thus the cares of the Reformer were multiplied and
his laborsincreased as he grew older. The life passed in communion with God, and in the
study of HisWord, in his closet, fed and sustained that other life of intense and practical
activity which he led before the world. From the contemplation of the laws of the
kingdom of Chrigt aslaid down in the Bible, he rose up to apply these, as he believed, in



the arrangement of living churches, and in the scheme of policy which he enjoined on the
now powerful Protestant body of France.

His counsdls on this head expressed alofty wisdom. His authority and € oquence were
put forth to make the Protestants shun the battle-field whenever possible, and continue to
fight their great war with spiritua wesgpons only. The Reformer foresaw for the church of
France aglorious future, if only she should persevere in this path. He had no faith in
blood shed in battle: no, not in victorious battle; but he had unbounded faith in blood
shed at the stake of martyrdom. Give him martyrs—not men in ams—and France was
won. Not one letter of Calvin is extant in which he recommends a contrary course. His
advice to the Protestants of France was to wait, to have patience, to submit to wrong, to
abstan from revenging themsalves, and not to be sparing of their blood, for every drop
spilt would, he assured them, bring them nearer the god they wished to reach. Nor were
these counsds given to a smal and week party, which by ressting might bring
destruction upon itself: they were addressed to a body now approximating in numbers
haf the population of France. They were given to abody which had in its ranks men of
wedlth, nobles, and even princes of the blood: abody that could raise soldiers, lead
amies, fight battles, and win victories. Wdll, but, says Cavin, the victories of the
battlefield are barren; those of the martyr are dways fruitful. One of the latter isworth a
score of the former.

Of the skill and pains which Calvin devoted to the the organization of churches—we give
but one example. For forty years the evangelization of France had been going on. There
were now small congregations in severd of itstowns. In 1559, eeven ministers
assembled in Paris, and congtituted themsdlvesinto aNational Synod. This affair will
come before us more fully afterwards, we notice it here as necessary to the complete
view of thework of Calvin. His plastic hand it was that communicated to the French
Protestants that organization which we see assumed at first by a mere handful of pastors,
but which was found to be equally adapted to that mighty church of thousands of
congregations which, ten years theresfter, was seen covering the soil of France.

Firg came a Confesson of Faith. Thiswas the basis on which the church was to
stand, the root which was to sugtain her life and growth.

Next came a scheme of discipline. Thiswas meant to develop and conserve that
new life which ought to spring from the doctrines confessed. Mordity—in other
words, holiness—was in Cavin's opinion the one thing essentid in churches.

Lastly came a graduated machinery of courts, for applying thet discipline or
government, in order to the conservation and development of that moraity which
the Reformer judged to be the only result of any vaue. This machinery was as
follows—

There was firgt the single congregation, or church of the locdity, with its pastor and small
daff of associated rulers. This was the foundation. Over the church of alocdity were
placed the churches of the district. Each congregation sent its pastor and an elder to form



this court, which was termed the Collogquy. Over the Colloquy were the Churches of the
province, termed the Conference; and over the Conference were the Churches of al
France, or Nationa Synod.

The organization of the church of France brought with it anew erato Protestantism in
that kingdom. From this time forward its progress was amazingly rapid. Nobles and
burgesses, cities, and whole provinces pressed forward to join its ranks. Congregations
gprang up in hundreds, and adherents flocked to them in tens of thousands. The entire
nation bade fair soon to terminate its divisions and strife in a common profession of the
Protestant faith. Such was the spectacle that cheered the last years of Calvin. What a
profound thankfulness—we do not say pride, for pride he banished as sinful in
connection with such a cause—musgt have filled the bosom of the Reformer, when he
reflected that not only wasthe little city of Geneva preserved from overthrow in the midst
of hogtile powers, but that it had become the center of a spiritual empire whose limits
would far exceed, and whaose duration would long out-last, the empire of Charles!

In the wake of the gospd, learning and the arts, Calvin held, should ever be found.
Geneva had become, in thefirg place, afountain of Divine knowledge to the surrounding
countries; he would make it, in the second place, afountain of science and civilization. In
Italy, letters came firgt; but in England, in Bohemia, in Germany, and now in Geneva, the
Divine science opened the way, and letters and philosophy followed. It was drawing
towards the evening of hislife, when Cavin laid the foundations of the Academy of
Geneva. Next to the Reformation, this school was the greatest boon that he conferred on
the republic which had only lately enrolled his name among its citizens. It continued long
after he was dead to send forth distinguished scholars, in every department of science,
and to shed aglory on thelittle State in which it was planted, and where previous to the
Reformation scarcely one distinguished man was to be found.

Theideaof such an inditution had long been before the mind of Cavin, and he wished

not to dietill he had redized it. Having communicated his design to the Council, it was
approved of by their Excdlencies, and in 1552 a piece of ground was purchased on which
to erect the necessary buildings. But money was lacking. Geneva was then a State of but
from 15,000 to 20,000 inhabitants. Its burdens were numerous. It had to exercise
hospitdity to from one to two thousand refugees. It had to endure the expenses of war in
atime of peace, owing to the continua rumors set on foot that the city was about to be
assaulted. After satisfying these indispensable demands, the citizens had not much money
to spare. For sx years the ground on which the future college was to stand lay untouched;
not a sod was turned, not a stone was laid.

Impatient at this delay, and thinking that he had waited long enough on the Council,

Cavin now sat on foot a public subscription, and soon he found himself in possession of
10,000 florins. Thiswas little for the object, but much for the times. Heimmediately laid
the foundations of the edifice. He marked with joy the risng wals; tearing himsdlf from

his sudies, he would descend from the Rue des Chanoines to the scene of operations, and
though enfeebled by quartan-ague he might be seen dragging himsdlf over the works,
gpesking kindly words now and again to the workmen, and stimulating them by



expressing his satisfaction at their progress. Two edifices were risng at the same moment
under the eye of the Reformer. The organization of the French Protestant Church and the
building of the Academy went on together. On the 5th of June, 1559, just eeven days
after the meeting of the National Synod in Paris, the college was ready to receive both
magters and pupils. The inauguration was celebrated by a solemn servicein St. Peter's, at
which the senators, the ministers, and the burgesses attended. After prayer by Cavin, and
a L atin address by Beza, the laws and statutes of the college, the confession to be
subscribed by the students, and the oath to be taken by the rector and masters were read
aoud. Theodore Beza was appointed rector; five masterships—Calvin had asked seven—
one of Hebrew, one of Greek, one of philosophy, and two of theology, were indtituted. In
1565, ayear after the death of the Reformer, there was added a lectureship in law. With
her Academy—which, however, was but the top-stone of a subsdiary system of
ingruction which was to prepare for the higher—Geneva wasfitter than ever for the great
spiritual and mord sovereignty which Cavin intended that she should exercisein Europe.

The position which Calvin now filled was one of greater influence than perhaps any one
man had exercised in the church of Christ snce the days of the Apostles. He was the
counsdlor of kings, he was the adviser of princes and statesmen; he corresponded with
warriors, scholars, and Reformers; he consoled martyrs, and organized Churches; his
admonitions were submitted to, and his letters treasured, as marks of no ordinary
diginction. All the while the man who widded this unexampled influence, wasiin life and
manners in nowise different from an ordinary citizen of Geneva. He was as humbly
lodged, he was as smply clothed, and he was served by as few attendants as any burgess
of them dl. He had been poor dl his days, and he continued so to the end. One day a
cardina of the Roman Church, Sadoleto, who happened to be passing through Geneva,
would pay him the honor of avisit. He was conducted to No. 122, Rue des Chanoines,
and told to his surprise that this was the house of the Reformer. A yet greeter surprise
awaited the cardina, he knocked for entrance: there was no porter a the gate; no servant
in livery gave him admission: it was Calvin himsdlf that opened the door.

His enemies, more just to him then than they have been since, acknowledged and admired
his indifference to money. "That which made the strength of that heretic,” said Plus 1V,
when told of his desth, "was that money was nothing to him." The Pontiff was correct in
hisfact, but at fault in his philosophy. Cavin's strength was rooted in afar higher
principle, and his indifference to riches was but one of the fruits of that principle; but
how naturd the reflection on the part of onewho lived in acity where dl men were
vend, and dl things vendible! The Reformer's wants were few. During the last seven
years of hislife he took only one med aday, sometimes one in the thirty-gx hours. His
charities were grest; the Protestant exiles were ever welcome to histable; kings,
sometimes, were borrowers from him, and his smdll stipend Ieft him often in pecuniary
difficulties. But he never asked the Council for an increase of his emoluments; nay, he
positively refused such when offered.

"Satified with my humble condition,” was the witness which he bore to himsdlf, in the
place where he lived, and before the eyes of dl, alittle while before his death, "'l have
ever delighted in alife of poverty, and am a burden to no one. | remain contented with the



office which the Lord has given me." The Registers of the Council of Geneva bear to this
day the proofs of his disinterestedness and forgetfulness of sdf. In January, 1546, the
Council isinformed of the sickness of M. Calvin, "who hath no resources.” The Council
votes him ten crowns, but M. Calvin sends them back. The councilors buy with the ten
crowns a cask of good wine, and convey it to Cavin's house. Not to give offense, the
Reformer acceptstheir Lordships gift, but lays out ten crowns of his sdary "for the relief
of the poorest minigters.” In the winter of 1556 the Council sent him some firewood.
Calvin appeared with the price, but could not induce the Council to accept of it. The
Registers of 1560 inform us of another cask of wine sent to M. Calvin, "seeing that he has
none good.” The Reformer thistime accepts, and yet, because he received these few
presents in the course of aminigtry of twenty-six years, there have not been wanting men
who accused him of coveting such gifts, and of parading his allments, of which indeed he
seldom or never spoke, in order to evoke these benefactions. "If thereare any,” said he, in
his Preface to the Psdlms, "whom, in my lifetime, | cannot persuade that | am not rich and
moneyed, my desth will show it a last.” In hislast illness he refused his quarter's dary,
saying that he had not earned it. After his desth it was found that his whole possessions
did not exceed in value 225 dollars, and if hisillness had been prolonged, he would have
had to sdll his books, or receive the money of the republic. On the 25th of April, about a
month before his death, the Reformer made hiswill. Luther'swill was highly

characterigtic, Cavin'sis not less so. It exhibits the methodica and business habits that
marked hiswhole life, mingled with the humble, holy hope that filled his heart. Having
disposed of the 225 crowns, and of some other small matters pertaining to the world he
was leaving, he thus breaks out—

"l thank God that he has not only had mercy on his poor cresture, having delivered me
from the abyss of idolatry, but that he has brought me into the clear light of his gospd,
and made me a partaker of the doctrine of salvation, of which | was dtogether unworthy;
yea, that his mercy and goodness have borne so tenderly with my numerous snsand
offenses, for which | deserved to be cast from him and destroyed.”

Now that Calvin has redized his program, let uslook &t the socid and family life of the
Genevese. The"Christian Idea," as Gaberd cdlsit, had created their State, and religion
was the all-pervading and dominant dement in it. Calvin, the people, the State—all three
were one, the fusion was complete, and the policy of the Senate, and the action of the
citizens, were but the results of that great principle which had caled into exisence this
marvelous community. The "Sermon” held afirgt place among their inditutions. Day by
day it reinvigorated that spirit which was the "breath” of Geneva. But, besides the need
the Genevans fdt of the ingtructions and consolations of religion, there were other
influences that acted in drawing them to the temples. Preaching was then anovdty. Like
breek of day in an Eastern clime, the gospd, in mid-day effulgence, had dl a once burst
on these men after the darkness of the Middle Ages. Scarce had the first faint silvery
dresks shown themsalves, when |o! the full flood of the sun's light was poured upon
them. The same generation which had listened to the monks, had now the privilege of
listening to the Reformers. From tales, legends, and miracles, which were associated in
their minds with the yoke of foreign masters, they passed to the pure and eevating
doctrines of the Word of God, which, gpart from their own beauty and magjesty, were,



they knew, the source whence had come their politica and civil independence. We at this
day can but faintly redlize the charm that must then have hung round the pul pit, and
which assembled, day after day, the Genevese in crowds, to the preaching of the Gospel.

At Geneva, the magistrate aswell asthe artisan invariably began the day with an act of
worship. At Sx in the morning the churches were opened, and crowds might be seenin
every quarter of the city on their way to spend an hour in listening to the "Expostion.”
After this the youth assembled in school or college, and the father and the elder sons
repaired to the workshops. The mid-day repast, which was taken in common with the
domestics, again re-united the family. After dinner the head of the household paid a short
vigt to hisdub to hear the news. And what were the events on which the Genevan kept
his eyesintently fixed, and for which he waited from day to day with no ordinary anxiety
to recaive tidings? The great dramain progress around him completely occupied his
thoughts. How goes the battle, he would ask, between Protestantism and Rome in France,
in ltaly, in Spain? Has any fresh edict of persecution issued these days past from the
Vatican? Has any one been cdled to yidd up hislife on the scaffold, and what were his
last words? What number of refugees have arrived in our city since yesterday, and
through what perils and sufferings have they managed to reach our gates? Such were the
topics that furnished matter of daily talk to the Genevese. The narrow limits of therr little
State were far from forming their horizon. Their thoughts and sympathies were as
extensive as Christendom. There was not a prisoner, not a martyr for the Gospd in any of
its countries for whom they did not fed and pray; he was their brother. Not areverse
befd| the cause of the Reform in any part of the field which they did not mourn, nor a
success in which they did not rejoice. They were watching a battle which would bring
triumph or overthrow, not to Geneva only, but to the gospd; hence the gravity and
greatness of their characters. "The Genevan of that day,” says Gaberd, "took the same
interest in the news of the kingdom of God, which he takes today in the discussion of
materia affairs”

The family life of the Genevans at that period was characterized by severe smplicity.
Their dress was wholly without ornament. The magistrates wore cloth; the ordinary
burgess contented himsalf with serge. This difference in their attire was not held as
marking any distinction of class among the citizens, for the members of the Councils
were chosen entirdy with reference to their merit, and in nowise from any consideration
of birth or wedth. Nor did this avoidance of superfluitieslead to any fdling off inthe
indudtrid activity or the inventive kill of the citizens. On the contrary, the arts and
indugtries flourished, and both the citizens of Geneva, and the refugees who found
asylum within it, became famous for their manufacture of objects of utility and luxury,
which they exported to other countries.

If their dress was marked by plainness, not less were their tables by frugdity. Therich
and poor dike were obliged to obey the sumptuary laws. "The heads of families" says
Gaberd, "seeing the ease, the hedlth, the good order, the mordity that now reigned in
their dwdllings, blessed those rigorous laws, which only gourmands found tyrannica,
who remembered with regret the full tables of other days." We dare say some of these
men would have wished rather that their dinners had been ampler, though their liberty



had been less. They are not the first who have thought the blessing of freedom too dearly
purchased if bought with the sacrifice of dainties.

When periods of distress came round, occasioned by war or famine, the citizens were
especidly sengble of the benfit of this smple and frugd manner of life. They fdt less

the privations they had then to bear, and were able to support with dignity the misfortunes
of the State. Moreover, asthe result of this economy, the wedlth of the citizenswas
rapidly developed, and the State reached a prosperity it had never known in former days.
Each citizen lad by religioudy a certain portion of his earnings, and the years of greatest
cdamity were precisely those that were sgndized by the greatest beneficence. Instead of
receiving support from other States, Geneva sent its charities to the countries around,
becoming a storehouse of earthly as of heavenly bread to the nations. These citizens, who
wore plain blouses, and sat down to amed correspondingly plain, entertained during
many years, with libera Chrigtian hospitality, the refugees of rdigion—nobles, scholars,
gatesmen, and men of birth. The Genevan citizen, independent in means, and adding
thereto that menta independence which the Gospe gives, could not but be abeing of
conscious dignity, and of character inherently grand, whom no call of devotion or
heroism would find unprepared.

Geneva profited immensdly in another way by the movement, of which it had become the
headquarters. The men who crowded to it, and to whom it so hospitably opened its gates,
conferred on it greater advantages than any they received from it. They were of every
rank, profession, and trade, and they brought to the city of their adoption, not refinement
of birth and elegance of |etters only, but also new arts and improved industries. There
immediately ensued a great quickening of the energies of Iabor and skill in Geneva, and
these brought in their turn that wealth and conscious dignity which labor and skill never
fal to impart. It isanew nation that we behold forming on the soil of the republic, with
germs and dementsin its baosom, higher and more various than infant state had ever
before enjoyed. The fathers of the great Roman people were but a band of outlaws and
adventurersl How different the men we now see assembling on the shores of the Leman
to lay the foundations of the Rome of Protestantism, from those who had gathered at the
foot of the Capitoline to lay the first stone in the Eternd City! From the strand of Naples
to the distant shores of Scotland, we behold Protestantism weeding out of the surrounding
countries, and assembling at this great focus, those who were skilful in art, aswell as
illugrious in virtue, and they communicated to Geneva refinement of manners and an
artidic kill.

The most important question raised by the arriva of these exiles was not, Where shdl
bread be found for them? The hospitdity of the Genevese solved this difficulty, for
scarce was there citizen who had not one or more of these strangers living under his roof,
and gtting at his table. The question which the Genevese had mogt at heart was, how
ghdl we utilize this great access of intdlectud, mord, and industrid power? How shall
we draw forth the varied capabilities of these men in the way of strengthening, enriching,
and glorifying the state? Let us begin, said they, by enrolling them as citizens. "But," said
the Libertines, when the proposa was first mooted, "isit fair that newcomers should lay
down the law to the children of the land? These men were not born on the soil of the



republic.”

True, it was answered, but then the republic is not an affair of acres it is an affair of faith.
The true Genevais Protestantism, and these men were born into the State in the same
hour in which they became Protestants. This broad view of the question prevailed.
Nevertheless, the honor was sparingly distributed. Up till 1555, only eighty had received
the freedom of the city; in the early part of that year, other sixty were added —asmdl
number truly when we think how numerous the Protestant exiles were. Cavin himsdlf
was not legdly enrolled till five years before his degth. The name of John Knox was
earlier inscribed on the Regigters than that of John Cavin. Hardly was there a country in
Europe which did not help to swell thistruly catholic roll. The list contributed by Itay
aonewas along and brilliant one. Lucca sent, anong other distinguished names, the
Cdendrini, the Burlamachi, the Turretini, and the Michdi. Of these families many took
root in Geneva, and by the services which they rendered the State, and the splendor their
genius shed upon it in after-days, they repaid a hundred-fold as citizens the welcome they
had received as refugees. Others returned to their native land when persecution had
abated. "When the English returned,” says Misson, "they left in the Regigter, which is il
preserved, aligt of their names and qudities— Stanley, Spencer, Musgrave, Pelham, are
among thefirg in it, as they ought to be. Thetitle of citizen, which severd had obtained,
was continued to them by an order and compliment of the Seigniory, so that severd earls
and peers of England may as well boast of being citizens of Geneva as Paul did of being a
citizen of Rome."

One of the mogt gtriking characteritics of the Geneva of that day, and for a century dfter,
especidly to one coming from a Popish country, was its Sabbath. The day brought a
complete cessation of labor to all classes: the field was unwatered by the swest of the
husbandman, the air was unvexed by the hammer of the artisan, and the lake was
unploughed by the kedl of the fisherman. The great bell of . Peter's has sounded out its
summons, the citizens have assembled in the churches, the city gates have been closed,
and no oneis dlowed to enter or depart while the citizens are occupied in offering their
worship.

To the Reformer the close was now near. His body, never robust, had become latterly the
seet of numerous maladies, that made life a prolonged torture. The quartan-ague of 1559
he had never recovered from. He was afflicted with painsin hishead, and painsin his
limbs. Food was often nauseous to him. He suffered from asthma, and spitting of blood.
He had to sudtain the attacks of the gout, and the yet more excruciating agony of the
sone. Amid the ruins of his body, his spirit was fresh, and clear, and vigorous as ever;
but as the traveler quickens his steps when the evening begins to fal, and the shadows to
lengthen, Calvin redoubled his efforts. His friends in many lands wrote imploring him to
take alittle rest. Calvin saw rest—ever-lasting rest coming with the degpening shadows,
and continued to work on. Bezatdls usthat during hislast maady he trandated from
Latin into French his Harmony on Maoses, revised the trandation of Genesis, wrote upon
the Book of Joshua, and finally revised and corrected the greater part of his annotations
on the New Testament. He was al the while receiving and answering letters from the
churches. He had but a little before given the last touches to his great work, the Ingtitutes.



The last time he appeared in the pul pit was on the 6th of February, 1564.

On that occasion he was seized with so violent afit of coughing that it brought the blood
into his mouth, and stopped his utterance. As he descended the Stairs, amid the breathless
dillness of hisflock, al understood but too well thet his last words in the pulpit of S.
Peter's had been spoken. There followed weeks of intense suffering. To the martyr when
mounting the scaffold the Reformer had said, "Be strong, and play the man:™ during four
months of suffering, not less severe than that of the scaffold, was Cavin to display the
heroism which he had preached to others. The more violent attacks of his malady were
indicated only by the greeter palor of hisface, the quivering of hislips, the tremulous
motion of his clagped hands, and the half- suppressed gaculation, "O Lord! how long?" It
was during these months of suffering that he prosecuted the |abors of which Beza, who
was daily by his bedside, tdls usin the passage referred to above. A little cold water was
often his only nourishment for days, and having refreshed himsdlf therewith, he would
agan resume work.

In his dying days Cavin sent amessage to the Council, intimating his desire to mest its
members yet once more before he should die. Having regard to his great weakness, the
Council resolved to visit him at his own house. Accordingly, on the 30th April, the
twenty-five Lords of Geneva, in dl the pomp of a public ceremony, proceeded to his
humble dweling in the Rue des Chanoines. Raising himself on his bed, he exhorted
them, amongs other things, to maintain ever inviolate the independence of a city which
God had destined to high ends. But he reminded them that it was the gospel which done
made Genevaworth preserving, and that therefore it behooved them to guard its purity if
they would preserve for thar city the protection of a stronger arm than their own.
Commending them and Genevato God, and begging them one and dl, says Beza, to
pardon his faults, he held out his hand to them, which they grasped for the last time, and
retired as from the death-bed of afather.

On the morrow he received the pastors. Mogt affectionate and touching was his address.
He exhorted them to diligence in their office as preachers, to show fiddlity to the flock, to
cultivate affection for one ancther, and, above dl, maintain the Reformation and
discipline which he had established in the church. He reminded them of the conflict he
had had to wage in this matter, and the afflictions that had befalen him, and how at
length God had been pleased to crown his labors with success. His many maadies and
scknesses, he said, had at times made him morose and hard to please, and even irascible.
For these failings he asked pardon, first of God, and then of his brethren; and, "finaly,"
Beza adds, "he gave his hand to each, one after the other, which was with such anguish
and bitterness of heart in every one, that | cannot even recall it to mind without extreme
sadness.”

The Council he had bidden farewell, his brethren he had bidden farewdl, but there was
one friend, the oldest of al save Cordier, who had not yet stood at his desth-bed and
received hislast adieus. On the 2nd May, Calvin received aletter from Farel, in which
the writer intimated that he was just setting out to vigt him. Farel was now nearly eighty.



A few days afterwards the Reformer saw the old man, covered al over with dust, having
walked from Neuchatel on foot, enter his sick-chamber. History has not recorded the
words that passed between the two. "He had along interview with him,” says Ruchat,
"and on the morrow took his departure for Neuchatd." 1t was along way for one of
eighty years, and yet surely it was meet that the man who had met Calvin a the gate of
Geneva, when hefirg entered it nearly thirty years before, should stand beside him when
about to depart. Thistime Farel may not stop him.

Only days afterwards Cavin died. As he was repesating the words of the Apostle, "the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to be... —
without being able to finish, he breathed hislast. Beza, who had been summoned to his
bedside, wasjudt in time to see him expire.
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