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22 The Practice of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland

SUPPLEMENT TO CHAPTER 1

THE DEACONS' COURT—I1TS CONSTITUTION, POWERS
AND FUNCTIONS

PART I—The Constitution and Officials of the Deacons’ Conrt

The Constitution, in the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
of the meeting of Minister, Elders and Deacons, which, according Lo
the Act VIL., of the Free Church General Assembly 1846, may be
called *“The Deacons’ Court,” is connected in some measure with
the position in which that Church found hersclf in 1843. This
Constitution was, however, carefully based upon principles indicated
in the Word of God and upon the views and practice originally
maintained in the Reforimed Church of Scotland. The chief script-
ural principles held on the subject are—(1) That, according to Aclts

vi., Philippians i. 1, and | Tim. iii. 8, 9, 10, there is, in addition to
the oflice of Bishop or Elder, a spiritual oflice in the Church, the
duties of which relate to the temporal concerns of the Church; and
(2) That this office is one of relief or assistance to the Pastor and
Ruling Elders, with a view to their greater freedom in their pro-
secution of their higher functions, and that, consequently, it ought
10 be discharged in consultation with the Pastor and Elders.

In the application of these principles, the following rules of
practice have arisen:— -

I. The Pastor or Pastors of cach Congregation, along with the
Ruling Elders and the Deacons, constitute a distinct and separate
meeting, which has come in practice to be called the Deacons’
Court.

2. The name of Deacon is understood (o describe exclusively
the function of administering the temporal affairs of a Congrega-
tion. The Presbyterian doctrine is, that the higher office scripturally
includes the lower. The Pastor and Ruling Elders are, therefore, not
excluded from the exercise of that function. The specialty of the
Deacon’s office is, that it embraces of itsell no other function, and
that it binds its possessor to do what he can to prevent the ministry
of the Word, or the work of the Eldership, from being hindered by
the burden of temporal matiers, No other rule can be laid down as
to the number of Deucons in cach Congregation than that it ought
to be in proportion lo the size and position of the Congregation.
Deacons are clected for life, or until they cease to be members of the
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Congrepation, or their resignation be accepted of, or lhey he held
and declared to have resigned through long absence from mcetings
of Deacons’ Courts, or they be deposed.

3. The election of Deacons belongs Lo thegmembers of the Con-
gregation in full communiony

There is no detailed Diréclory as to the order,_of-prottdine,
except in so far as some may consider the=Atl"X., 1842, passed
previously to the Umm_ﬁ%@\rﬂv\_ﬁam force in some of its clauses.
But the only Acts 0 ze Assembly on the subject, are the Act
X., 1864, a T Acl X1V., 1846, which state general principles,
and ar, in the view of some, to supersede the obligations of any

atled Directory. i
_ 4. The case of a person having formerly held the office of Deacon
in another Congregation (or even in lhe same Congregation) is
dealt with in the same manner as that foflowed in the corresponding
case of a Ruling Elder.

. 5. The qualifications required of Deacons are the following;—

They must be in full communion with the Congregation.

They must be of “honest report,” having an outward walk and
conversation consisient with the profession of spiritual enlighien-
ment and spiritual feeling. They must be ‘“‘grave, not double-
tongued, not given to much wine, not greedy of filthy lucre, hold-
ing the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience.” They must be
“proved’” by reasonable trial in the ordinary membership of the
Church,

They must be exemplary in their domestic relationships, “'ruling
their children and their own houses well,” if they be parents or
heads of families.

They must be “tender and circumspect in their walk, punctual
in their attendance upon ordinances, and strict in their observation
of the Lord’s day, and in regularly keeping up the woiship of God
in their families.”

They must be men of “good life and godly conversation, without
blame and all suspicion,” showing signs of scriptural wisdom and
discretion, and careful for the interests of Christ's cause,

6. The Deacons' Court incet regularly as occasion requires with
a view to the adequate oversight of the organization for the ingather-
ing of the funds. The question as to the frequency of meetings must
depend, in some measure, on the peculiar circumstances of a
Congregation. The ordinary business of the Deacons’ Court cannot
be transacted on the Lord’s day.

7. The Deacons’ Court is convened by citation from the puipit,
or by personal notice 1o the members. 1t is called by authority of
the Minister, or at the requisition of any three members,—said re-
quisition being addressed lo the Minister, or in time of a vacancy
in the pastoral charge, to the Clerk of the Court.

“The citation is held sufficient if a reasonable time be allowed by
it for the atiendance of the members.

No meeting of Deacons’ Court can be held at an hour when ihe
Presbytery of the bounds or Synod is silling.

8. With refcrence 1o the question of an adjournment from one
sederunt to another, the same principle applies which has been
stated respecling the adjournment of a meeting of Kirk-Session.
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9. 1l there be only one Pastor or Minister in a Congregation, he
always presides in the Deacons’ Court when he is present. In his
absence any other member of the Courl may be cliosen to preside.
If there be more than one Pastor, it is determined by mutual agree-
ment who shall preside, when they are both present. The other
Paslor sits as a constituent member of the Court.

10. The quorum of Deacons’ Court is the same as that of the
Kirk-Session, except that the presence of a Pastor as onc of the
quorum is not necessary.

11. The Chairman may introduce any business to the Deacons’
Court, and may address them rcgarding it. He has no deliberative
vole. In case of an equality, he has a casting vote.

12. The Deacons’ Court are required to appoint one or more
Treasurers and a Clerk.

13. It is expected that the Treasurer keep a Regisier embodying
the contents of the Deacons' and Collectors' books, so as 1o enable
him to judge at all times with respect lo the condition and working
of the arrangements in the Congregation for oblaining contributions.

14. The Clerk of the Deacons’ Court is required to keep a separ-
ate Record for the Minutes of its procedure, and to take charge of
such of its papers, books, and documents as are not entrusted to the
custody of a Treasurer.

15. Every meeting of Deacons’ Court is both opencd and closed
with prayer. The Minute must always bear at the outsct that the
Deacons' Court was constituted, and at the end 1hat the meeling
was closed with prayer. No Minute is valid without the mention
of these particulars. No extract can be received which does nol
bear that the Deacons' Court was constituted, and which is not
certified by the Clerk as having been extracted by him from the
Records of the Court.

16. Before proceeding to other business, the Deacons’ Court
ought, at cach meeting, to hear the Minules of last sederunt read;
and the judgment of the Deacons” Courl—approving of the Minutes
or correcting them——ought to be recorded. That judgment refers
only to the correciness of the Minutes as a true account, and not {o
the merits of the res gesie.

7. The meetings of Deacons’ Court are not usually open 1o the
public, or even to the Congregation; but the Deacons’ Court may
hold open meetings if they see special cause.

18. The Church officer or Beadle who takes charge of the place
of worship, and is responsible for its condition and arrangements,
is an Officer of the Deacons’ Court, and bound 1o be in attendance
at the time of their meetings.

PART UI—The Powers and Functions of the Deacons’ Court

The Deacons’ Court have the management and charge of the
whole properly belonging to the Congregation, or held for the
Congregation’s use by Trusices appointed in lerms of deeds which
the Synod has sanctioned. They have also the management and
charge of all the Congregation's secular affairs. They are called to
receive the contributions of the Congregation or its Members
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for the objects sanctioned or aliowed by (he Synod; to make such
arrangements for the ingathering of these contributions as they arc
required or permitled 1o make by the inslructions of the Synod;
and to dispose of the Funds raised in accordance with those instruc-
ions. The distribution of all the congregational funds is subject 1o the
regulation of the Deacons' Court, in the exercise of their alloned
discretion, or in obedience to the Presbylery or Synod. The duty of
attending to the temporal wants of poor persons connected with the
Congregation, and to the education of their children, is specially
assigned 1o the Deacons’ Court,

The powers and functions thus generally described are exempli-
fied in detail as follows:—

i. Although the Deacons’ Court are called to apply spiritual
principles to the manapement of sccular matlers, they are not
authorized to exercise any kind of spiritual rule. The Court has,
therefore, no power of discipline even over its own members, It
can neither admit to the office of Deaconship, not depose from k.
Nor can the resignation of a Deacon be competently received by
the Deacons’ Court, nor dealt with by them in any way. But the
Deacons’ Court is entitled to certified extracts from the Minutes of
Kirk-Session in so far as by the admission, removal, suspension, or
deposition of office-bearers, these Minutes aflect its membership;
and any change, of which the Court thus obtain evidence, ought to
be recorded.

2. Alter each change in the membership of the Court, a revised
Roll of the members ought {o be recorded in the Minule.

3. The members of the Deacons” Court are not necessarily them-
selves the Local Trustees in whom the congregational property is
vested, but the Synod approve only of such Title-Deeds as
require the Trustees to leave the management in lhe hands of
the Deacons’ Court. It is competent and not unusual for the mem-
bers of the Deacons' Court to be named as the Trustees.

4. The Deacons’ Court are not entitled lo give the use of the
place of worship, or of the other ecclesiastical buildings helonging
to the Congregation, for any purpose whatever, without the consent
of the Minister. They are not entitled to withhold the use of those
buildings for meetings of a strictly religious, ecclesiastical, or chari-
table nature, which have the sanction of the Minister. But no one
of those buildings can be made use of, either by the Minister or by
any other party, for any meeting which is not strictly of a religious,
ecclesiastical, or charitable nature, without the consent of the
Deacons’ Court.

5. 1t is the duty of the Deacons’ Court 1o see that the place of
worship and other ecclesiastical buildings are kept in good condi-
tion and repair, and to take steps for raising the funds that are
needful for this purpose.

6. In the discharge of their responsibility, it belongs lo the
Deacons’ Court 1o appoint and dismiss the Church Ollicer or Beadle,
to whom is entrusted the immediate care of the place of worship.
1t lies with them also 10 appoint and dismiss the Doorkeepers and
any other parties employed in ministering to the comfort of the
Congregation when assembled. 1t is also the function of the Deacons’
Court 10 [ix the Salaries of all these ofticials.
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7. The Deacons' Court have no jurisdiction over the spiritual
order of the house of God, or over the conduct of Public Worship
in any of its parts. The appointment of a Precentor cioes not therc-
fore properly belong to their deparunent. But as the fixing of his
_Salary lies entirely with them, it is not unreasonable that they should
beconsulted in his election.

8. It is the function of the Deaeons* Court 10 appropriate the
Sittings and Pews j ace of worship, and to determine all
questions relating thereto; such as whether there shall be Seat
fiol; and if there be Seat Rents, what the rates shall be
Sitting.

g, It is the duiy of the Deacons' Court to make the requisite
arrangements relative to the General Funds, by dividing the Con-
gregation into Districts; and by assigning a District to each Deacon,
A Deacons’ Court neglect their duty when they do not fulfil the
substance, at least, of what is here described.

10. A Deacon may, with the ion of the Deacons' Courl,
appoint Collectors to ist-film where it is necessary, and the
Deacons’ Court m ppoint Collectors who are not Deacons, for
ve not been placed under Deacons. Bul the Church
favours ractice of each Deacon collecting in his own district
acticable, while she expects each Deacon, at any rale, to
his district personally from time to time.

7 11. 1t is allowable for a2 Ruling Fider 10 act as the Deacon ofa

district when no Deacon has been appointed to it. But this is
regarded as a temporary cxpedient, which scriptural principies
and the system of the Church’s practice require to be term-
inated as soon as practicable in any case in which it may be
employed.

12. Both Ruiing Elders and Deacons may receive the Sabbath
Collections of the people, according to such arrangements as may
be inade by the Deacons’ Court.

13. it is the duty of the Deacons’ Court to see that the proceeds of
all the Special Collections appointed by the Synod be handed to the
Local Treasurer, and be by him transmitied in due time and order
to the General Treasures appginted by, the Synod.

14. When a Congregational Association for the support of
Foreign Missions has been formed with the sanction of the Kirk-
Session and Deacons’ Courl, it is usual for that Courl to sanclion
also the appointment by the Association of a separate Treasurer
for that Fund, who shall be responsible to the Deacons® Court for
the receipt and due transmission of the Contributions.

15. A Local Treasurer must be appointed by the Deacons’ Court
to take charge of those Congregational Funds which are applicable
to local purposes. it is usual for the same ‘Freasurer to take charge
of all the funds. Church money deposited in a bank by a
congregalional Treasurer should be so deposited in the name of the
“Freasurer with the added words “Treasurer of the Free Presbyterian
Congregation of...............and his successors in office”.

16. Where Seat Rents exist, and there.is. debt.on.-the- ecctesiui-
tical buildings, the-paymenrof ihie interest of the debt forms a
i urden upon the Seat-Rent Fund.

17. It has been enacted by the Assembly of the Free Church that,

\¥
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after deducting feu-duty, the cost of insurance, the salaries of Beadle
and Precentor, Presbyterial, Synodical, and Assembly charges, and
the current yearly expenses for the maintenance of Public Worship,
and the due administration of Gospel Ordinances, an adequate
supplement to the Minister’s Stipend be provided out of the Con-
gregational Funds, before these funds are held applicable to any
other purpose whatsoever.

It is required that, after the deductions here mentioned, the
Deacons’ Court, before applying the proceeds of the ordinary
Sabbath Collections to any other purpose, shall first of all consider,
from time to time, the question, Whether any, and, il any, how
much, addition to the Minister’s Stipend should be made out of the
Fund thus raised?

18. After determining the question of Supplement to the Minister,
it is the duty of the Deacons’ Court to apply the remainder of the
Congregational Funds, in fitting proportions, to religious, ecclesias-
tical, educational, or benevolent objects.

19. Tt is also the Function of the Deacons’ Court to make special
Collections at the church door, as often as may appear o them
necessary, for the temporal relief of poor mentbers of the Congrepa-
tion, and for the education of the children of the poor. It is their
function also to determine how, or in what proportion, the funds
raised for these purposes shall be applied.

20. 1t is their function to advise and instruct the individual
Deacons as to their duties in detail.

21. The approved order of business is the same in substance as
that of the Kirk-Session, though varying, according to the difference
of the subjects. At the regular Mectings the first business, after
the approval of the Minutes, ought to be that of the Contributions
to the General Funds.

22. 1t is the duty of the Deacons® Court to see that their Record
is kept by their Clerk in the same manner as is required in the case
of the Kirk-Session Record. (Sec Chapter 1. Part 1L. Section 16.)

23, Any member of a Deacons’ Courl may cnler his dissent
from any part of their procedure of which he disapproves, And
his dissent must be dealt with in the same manner as a simple
dissent is dealt with by a Kirk-Session. (See Chapter 1. Part L
Section 17.)

24. There is no right of regular appeal or complaint to the
Kirk-Session, or 1o any of the Superior Church Courls, againsl a
decision of the Deacons’ Court. Their determinations are final,
when they keep within their province, and obey the rules of the
Church.

25. Any member of a Congregation or any person connecled
with it or any member of the Kirk-Session may petition the Presby-
tery against the procedure of the Peacons’ Court, on the ground of
excess of power, or of disregard 1o rules of the Church. It is com-
petent also for the Presbytery to find that the Deacons’ Court
have exceeded their power or disregarded the rules, upon the
periodical examinalion of the Record. The Presbytery may, in
either of these cases, require the procedure to be altered, or censure
the Deacons’ Court, according 10 the nature of the case, The
Deacons’ Court may appeal to the Synod; so also may the petitioners
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against the Deacons’ Court’s procedure, when the Presbylery
reject their Petition.

26. The Deacons’ Court are bound to furnish Extracts o parties
concerned in their procedure, in the same manner as the Kirk-
Session is.

27. It is required that the Record of the Courl, with the Treas-
urer’s account of receipt and expenditure, after said account shall
have been duly audited by appointment of the Court, shall be an-
nually exhibited to the Presbytery of the bounds, by a date to be
fixed by that Presbytery, to fail after the close of the financial year,
for the purpose of being examined and attested by the Presbytery
at said meeting. A copy of the account is also to be sent 10 the
General Treasurer as Clerk to the Finance Committee at the same
time, and in any case not fater than 31st March of the year following
the year to which the account relates.

As soon as convenient thereafter a congregational meeting shall
be held and the annuat financial statement read to the congregation,
The Deacons’ Court shall present a report of their proceedings for

ational Mesting. p f N h .
- % he preccding year, give such information and explanation as may be

asked for, and receive any suggestions which may be offered by the
persons connected with the Congregation for the consideration of
the Court, with reference to the future distribution of ihe funds;
and that the Congregational Meeting shall be convened by intimation
from the pulpit, and the Minister, if present, shalt preside in it.
28. All titles of church property should be lodged either with the
General Treasurer or with the bank with which the Congregation
deals and a note of their whereabouts inserled in the Deacons’ Courl
- records.
All congregational property should be held upon a duly recorded
title deed embodying the Church’s Model Trust Clause, if this is

possible. 53
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CHAPTER 11

THE PRESBYTERY—ITS CONSTITUTION, POWERS AND
FUNCTIONS

PART 1—The Constitution and Officials of the Presbytery

Tue Constitution of a Presbytery in the Free-Prestytertanm Church
of-ScotlamT s based upon scriptural principles. The foundation of it
appears to be laid in the following views of what the Divine word
indicates:—

(1) The New Teslamenl recognises no permanent office in the
Church above that of a teaching elder or presbyter. That office
is distinguished from what is called the office of Ruling Eider,
simply by the special gifts that are required for the fulfilment of
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its functions, and not by the possession of superior power or autho- .

rity in the Church. The variely of those gifts may be associated
with variety of occupation. Whether a man be required 10 act ofli-
cially in the Church as Pastor of a flock, or as Minister of the Word,
or as Christ’s Ambassador, or as Steward of the mysteries of God,
or as Doctor, or as Ordained Professor of Theology, he, in the view
of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland holds the same scrip-
tural office, above which there is no other. Incomm on with the Rut-
ing Elder, the Teaching Elder is both a Bishop and a Presbyter;
while the obligations of the spiritual oversight, implied by the term
Bishop, are laid{more specially) and fully upon him than upon the
Ruling Elder.

(2) The scriptural equality of spirilua} rulers appears, bolh by
the nature of the case and by scriptural precept and example, to
involve the obligation and privilege of meeting logether for con-
suftation, determination, and united action respecting the affairs of
the Church. There seems also good warrant in Scripture for the
principle that when the number either of Teaching Elders or Ruling
Flders, or any other important circumstance of a permanent kind,
renders it inexpedient that they should be all convened in one
meeting, provision should be made for their being all represented
at one meeting by some of their number chosen by them in fair
proportion for thal purpose.

(3) The New Teslament appears to sanction very distinctly the
system of several Congregations, which are sufficiently contiguous
in point of Tocality, being united under one presbyterial povernment,
conducted by all the Teaching Elders or Pastors of the disirict,

assisted by representatives of the whole Ruling Eldership.
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