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FOREWORD

Hendr i k VSaory oflMankimdécsunted the history
of mankind in a way characterized by a grandfather telling his
grandchild a captivating story. In my history entitleet Me
Tell You the Real Story of Mankihtiave sought to retain tha
engaging style and e vldowevay c h
Hendr i k Van Loonoés original
materialistic evolution and a modernist interpretation of history,
but my revised version of this history rests upon historic
Biblical Christanity and seeks to offer an historical account
conformable to it.

J. Parnell McCarter

Editor, Puritan8Home School Curriculum
Grand Rapids, Michigan, USA
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CHAPTERh®B Fir st Man an

Let me tell you the real story of mankind. | mean the story that
looks to God and His infallibleovd the Bible as the ultimate
foundation of truth, and not the eagdranging and faulty
foundation of human theory. L
of mankind, which was around six thousand years ago in a
Paradise called Eden. There we meethweittirst man that God
created: Adam.

Setting the Stage

As he walked amidst the garden, he was awed by the beauty
before his eyes. God had set him in the midstch peace and
splendor he could hardly imagine it. There was beautiful
vegetation, remagkle animals, a marvelous climate, and delicious
food to eat. He was honored by God to be ruler over all that he
saw. And God had even honored him with arhekt for him
his wife, Eve.

While so engaged in wonder, Eve came running up to him.

OAdaxm,me see what I have found
approached the tree to which she was leading him, Adam knew
i mmedi ately which tree it was.
onewehaveben war ned about . 6 As he

the fruit thatEve was now offering him, all the things God had
told him were racing through A
God had said that he had created everything Adam could see. He
remembered how Gdthd given him the honor of naming these
things. He rememberkdw God had responded to luseliness

and given him the woman. And most importantly at this
particular time, he remembered how God had warned him not to
eat the forbidden fruit of this treddam was torn between two
desires, one to abstain and oneatp yet with a pure conscience
which knew he ought not. In rebellion against the God who had
bestowed upon him such kindness, Adam ate the forbidden fruit.
Eve had eaten the forbidden frbieing deceived by Satan in the
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form of a serpent, while Adaknew it was wrong and ate it
nevertheless.

What | am going to tell you in this long story now begins with
how Adam sinned against God.
and rebellion against Goé perdefbmtends wi t h Go
redemption of man. It ié story of how God gloriously saves a
people from their sins and redeems a world for his ghmyrid
which man scarred by his own rebellion against God.

Godds | ntervi ewhewoman t he Man ¢

We left off with Adam and Eve eating the forbiddeit. f
Well, having eaten the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve thought
their only safety was in hiding from God. Oh, how foolish man
is! Can he really hide from the God who made and upholds the
earth? Nevertheless, Adam and Eve tried then, and many men
even still try today.

But, of course, God found t
out to Adam. Adam sheepish
he said. But God questioned him. Adam then blaimpdesent
circumstances on Eve, who gave him the forbiddinaind on
the God who made Eve. Eve in turn blamed the serpent, who
had deceived Eve into eating the fruit.

Godds anger surely was kindl ec
made, yet that Haebelled against Him. To each He pronounced
a certain judgemt. Yet even in His judgment, God displayed His
infinite mercy as well. He promised that the Seed of the woman
should bruise the head of the serpent, the Dekilom the
begi nni sjgdgnehtthet@awadalso the Promise that God
would raise uprdm the descendants of Eve a Christ who would
save a people redeemed unto Himself. It is this Promise that the
people of God clung onto for around four thousand years until
the Seed came.

Newertheless, Adam and Eve had to depart from the Paradise
into which they originally had been planted, for God would not
all ow them to remain there. An
the curse of sin.

her
I

e
y
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CHAPTERMRMa2aki nd Wi ddgedhe
Gr eat FI ood

God mercifully gave Eve sons, though they had boroe by

her with much pain and agony. Eve bore Abel, Cain, and Seth.
Out of the line of Seth would come the Seed promised who would
crush the Devil ds head. But

Cainhad offered God the fruits of the earth in his wpr&iut
God was only pleased with Abe
ever been jealous for His worship, demanding what He has
commanded. Cai n, seeing Godbod
envious of his brber. When wicked Cain in his envy slew his
brotherAbel, he and his children were cast off by God.

This left Seth as the only living son who was not cast off by
God. Seth had many descendants, some of whom were quite
godl y. But ma ryypverdime j@ned tiedhselvep 0 s
to the ungodly desceartts of Cain. Such sin prevailed then that
Enoch, the seventh from Adam who was descended from Seth,
prophesied of judgment at h a
faithfulness by taking him up alive into Heaven

There are many things we do not know about pexdes
who lived before the Great Flood. How far did they disperse
from the area that was the original Paradise? How many of the
archeological artifacts which we find today are associated with
these poples that lived before the Flood? But we do Kmaiw
some impressive technological development was made in this
time. Indeed, in this time eight hundred and nine hundred years
was the usual term of men's lives, and the race was in full strength
and feshness, so there was time for mind and body totcome
great force. We find that the chief inventions of man belong to
the sons of Caithe dwelling in tents, workmanship in brass and
iron, and the use of musical instruments. On the other hand, the
more loly of the line of Seth handed on from one to therot
the history of the blessed days of Eden, and of God's promise,
and lived upon hope and faith.
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Noah, whose father had been alive in the latter years of Adam's
life, was chosen by God from among tescdndants of Seth.
God had determined to judgemfiar the widespread wickedness,
by sending a flood which would destroy it. But for Noah, God
planned salvatioi®o,God commanded Noah to build an ark
which could survive the flood. Noah warned heswfehan, even
as he constructed the ark. But thdy scoffed and mocked him.

When the time came for the flo
persons were alone found faithful to be spared from the
destruction, together with all the animals with themrpeesa
the ark. There were two of each kind ahahin the ark, and a
sevenfold number of those milder and purer animals which part
the hoof and chew tloeid andvere already marked out as fit for
sacrifice.

It was around the year 2350 B.C. that Noah spent in floating
upon the waste of waters lghevery living thing was perishing
around him. But the flood waters returned to their beds in oceans,
lakes, and rivers, which they shall never again overpask. The a
first came aground on the mountain of Ararat, in what is Armenia.
It was here that Gbmade His covenant with Noah. God also
renewed His first blessing to Adam, permitting the use of animal
food. God promised that the course of nature should never be
disturbed again till the end of all things, and he made the glorious
tints of the rainb@, which are produced by sunlight upon water,
to stand as the pledge of this assurance. Of man He required
abstinence from eating the blood of animals, and from rsipeddi
the blood of man. This put a mark of sacrednesdlitgininod

6
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So as to lead the ndilon to the Blood hereafter to be shed by the
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

From Armenia the family of Noah began to spread as they
multiplied. They gave rise in the course of time to three distinct
people groups, from eachndof N
Shem. These are most properly termed Japhethites, Hamites, and
Shemiteshte Caucasoid Japhethites
meaning oO6fairdé& [complexioned])
root word of OHamd meaning 0c
Semitic peoples. All of these began in the area of the Middle East,
and so weffid evidence even to this day that all lines of migration
that are in any way still traceable are found to radiate from the
Middle East.

DESCENDANTS
CF SHEM, HAM,
and TAPHETH
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Soon a choice was made among the gbihoah by God.
Ham mocked at his father's infirmity, while his two brothers
veiled it. Noah was therefore inspired to prophesy that Canaan,
the son of the undutiful Ham, should be accursed, and a servant
of servants; that Shem should especially keltmg Lord God;
and that Japheth's posterity should be enlarged, anddstellld
in the tents of Shem. Shem was marked as the chosen, yet there
was hope that the other people groups should eventually share in
his gospel blessings.
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It seems as if Hamad brought away some of the arts and
habits of the giant sons of Cain, fowvorldly prosperity his sons
had the earlgdvantagandwere possibly more numerous as well
His sons hd the power to control tlthoice regions of the time.
The areas underein control included Mesopotamia, Egypt and
beyond in Africa, much of Asia Min(which today is the nation
of Turkey), and Canaan. These areas were of mild climate and
within closer proximity to where man had lived up until that time
following the Flood And these descendants of Ham shrewdly
employed technology to harness theesiobf the areas they
controlled. They were many of the gpstood wor | dd s
leaders, builders of cities, cultivators of the land, weavers and
embroiderers, earnest afsmfort and riches, but utterly
forgetting, or grievously corrupting, theshigr of God. Some of
the most prominent descendants of Ham who would go on to
form and lead nations of Hamites include Nimrod (who led the
postFl ood wor | dods hkadquarteredrmiBghel), y e
Mizraim (the father of the Egyptian nation), Calkafiather of
the Canaanite nation), and Heth (the father of the Hittite nation).
Shem's sons continued to live in tents and watch their cattle,
scattered about in the samenglatalled Mesopotamia, meaning
6t he | and of river goin.preserda day t r a
Il ran. Shem6s posterity became
constantly losing more and more the recollection of the truth.
Some of the most prominent descetglaf Shem who would go
on to form and lead nations of Shemites include Raighghe
father of the Chaldean nation), Eber and his descendant Abraham
(the fathers of the Hebrew nation), Asshur (the father of the
Assyrian nation), and Aram (the fathehef3yrian nation).
Japheth's children seemed at first the least favoreahgn liv
condition, for no place, save the cold dreary north, was found for
most of them to be able to live and reign. Some few, the children
of Javan, found a home in the fair isfdke Mediterranean, but
the greater part were wild horsemen in Northera Asd
Europe. This was a dark and dismal training, but it braced them
so that in future generations they proved to have more force and
spirit than was to be found among the @ngeih milder climates.
They were able to survive, thrive, and dominatesbgrgases of
geographic territory, even as God had predestined and foretold.
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These children are often called Hadwopeans, because they
eventually conquered and settled inréggons that extended
from Europe in the west and down to India in the eadty,S
these too departed from the true religion of their andésabr
andbecame corrupt in their religious worship. Some of the most
prominent descendants of Japheth who wgmutth to form and

lead nations of Japhethites include Javan (the fathee of th
Greek/lonian nation), Magog (the father of the Scythian nation,
who would come to inhabit the territory north of the Black Sea
and beyond), Madai (the father of the natioheoedes), and
Ashkenaz (the father of the Germanic nation).



LET ME TELL YOU THE REAL STORY OF MANKIND

10



CHAPTBR The Mesopot an

The first great civilization and center of human empire
established after the Flood was in the area geographically
downriver from the original Paradise Aflam and Eve as well

as from the mountains of Armenia. It was in a valley situated
between two greaivers. It is the land of mystery and wonder
which the Greeks called Mesopotaria he ficountry
the riverso

The names of the two rivers are thaphrates (which the
Babylonians called the Purattu) and the Tigris (which was
known as the Diklat)The Tigris begins its course amidst the
snows of the mountains of Armenia where Noah's Ark found a
resting place, and slowly it flows through the southglain
until it reaches the muddy banks of the Persian Gulf, along with
the Euphrates. They performvary useful service. They turn
the arid regions of western Asia into a fertile garden.

The Al and b edwaseapular iedaese it offered r s
food to people upon fairly easy terms compared with many
other places. It was a country full of promiseanSequently,
both the inhabitants of the northern mountains and the tribes
which roamed through the southern deserts tried to claim this
territory as theirown and most exclusive possession. The
constant rivalry between the mountaineers and the desert
nomals led to endless warfare over the centuries. Only the
strongest, most numerous and most crafty, willing to employ
evil means when necessary, could hopadiminate. That will
explain why Mesopotamia at first came under the rule of a
strong tribe of menakcended from Ham. The descendants of
Ham in the centuries following the Flood dominated here as in
other places like Egypt and Canaan.
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The Sumeriansand The Tower of Babel

Al t hough dominated by Hambés
peoples represented hdrem Shem and Japheth as well. The
evidence now seems to indicate clearly the presence in
Mesopotamia in very early times of these three distinct groups
of people: the Hamitic peoples (such as the Sumerians), the
Semitic peoples (such as the Chaldeans)d #e Inde
European peoples (such as the Medes). People who study
languages, called philologists, have found evidence of the
presence of these three lingic groups in the area. The
presence of Japhethites is suggested only inferentially from a
few place-names; thg@resence of the Semites is suggested by
languages akito Hebrew and Arabic; and the presence of the
Hamites is found in the many artifactd the dominant
Sumerians.

One of Hamdés descendants initd.i
further dispersaby proposing the building of a monument as a
visible rallying point on the flat plain. It was around 2250 B.C.
when the sons of men banded themselvesthay to build the
infamous Tower of Babel on the plain of Shinar, downriver
from the hills of Armera, where the two great rivers Euphrates
and Tigris make the flats rich and fertile. Nimrod, the child of
Cush and grandson of Ham, kept Babel, built tts €ity, and
became the first king.

12
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For their presumption, God confounded their speech,tend t
ethnic nations first were politically and linguistically divided.
Goddés judgment | ed t o an enf
throughout the earth, each ralcgroup and sulgroup coming
to dwell in its own geographic territory, even as God had
planned.

The Writings of The Sumerians

The Hamitic Sumerian civilization wrote mysterious
Acunei f or m i-caled becqudeithe netets wéres o
wedgeshapedand wedge is callefiCuneusin Latin). Let me

13



LET ME TELL YOU THE REAL STORY OF MANKIND

now tell you how this mysterious writing was deciploenguch
later in history.

The fifteenth century A.D. was an age of great discoveries.
Columbus tried to find a way to the island of Cathay and
stumbled upp a new and unsuspected continent. An Austrian
bishop equipped an expedition which was to travelweast
and find the home of the Grand Duke of Muscovy, a voyage
which led to complete failure, for Moscow was not visited by
western men until a generatioatdr. Meanwhile a certain
Venetian by the name of Barbero had explored the ruins of
western Asia anthad brought back reports of a most curious
language which he had found carved in the rocks of the temples
of Shiraz and engraved upon endless pieces cfthalay. It
was later discovered that Barbero had discovered writings of
the ancient Sumerians.

But Europe was busy with many other things and it was not
until the end of the eighteenth century that the ficsineiform
inscription® were brought to Eura@by a Danish surveyor,
named Niebuhr. Then it took thirty years before a patient
Germarschoolmastey the name of Grotefend had deciphered
the first four letters, the D, the A, the R and the SH, the name
of the Persian King Darius. And another twentgngehad to go
by until a British officer, Henry Rawlinson, who found the
famous inscription of Behigh, gave us a workable key to the
nailwriting of western Asia. It was quite difficult, but these
writings on tablets of clay were finally dagphered. The
Sumerians kept many official records on these tablets of clay,
so that we are able to learn abowitlsociety. It was from the
Mesopotamian region dominated by Hamitic Sumerians, albeit
inhabited by Semitic Chaldeans and others as well, that
Abraham dparted around 2000 B.C. And the cuneiform of
Sumeria remained in use in the region for centuriestipasime
of Abraham.

Hammur abi 6s Reign in Babyl on
Approximately 500 years after construction work on the
Tower of Babel, a great king named Hammuraimned in the
city. The city then was called Babylon, and it was not a mere
city at this time, but an independent kingdom also.

14
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King Hammurabi built hirelf a magnificent palace in the
holy city of Babylon and gave his people a set of laws which
made he Babylonian state the best administered empire of its
time. The set of laws is called the Code of Hammurabi, and it
was discovered on a sev@ot-high gone monument in 1901.

The Code of Hammurabi contained criminal law, outlawing
false witnes, sorcery, theft, and similar type crimes. It also
contained commercial laws and property laws, governing
business transactions and land ownershimcltuded marriage
law, covering such issues as divorce and dowry settlements. It
even included an gendix of slave laws, establishing rules for
their purchase and sale.

But even the greatness of Babylon declined in years
following the reign of HammurabiAnd in 1595 B.C. it was
overrun, along with the rest of the Fertile Valley, by the Hittites,
who we shall consider more fully later.

Ninevehof the Assyrians

They in turn were vanquished by the followers of the desert
6god?od, Ashur , the forefather
subsequent centuries deified. They called themselves
Assyrians and madge city of Nineveh the center of a vast and

15
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terrible empire whik conquered all of western Asia and Egypt
and gathered taxes from countless subject races until the end of
the seventh century before the birth of Christ.

g_k\ v _?
|

Rkey s
f <=5 SYRIA =
Mediteranean gea SRAEL E“Qv;z:fe \\b\l\ 'MN

SN, YomRoan o

" |l e
L ARhl \ SAuD Arama X /)"

Babylon

Around the end othe seventh century B.C. the Chaldeans
re-established Babylon dnmade that city the most important
capital of that day. It was the center of the then mighty
Babylonian empire. Nebuchadnezzar, the best known of their
kings, encouraged the study of scienand our modern
knowledge of astronomy and mathematics is aldal upon
certain first principles which were discovered by the Chaldeans
who ruled the Babylonian empire of that period.
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The Persian Empire

In the year 538 B.C. a crude tribe of Melgersian shepherds
invaded this old land and overthrew the empire tioe
Chaldeans. This was to mark a period when the descendants of
Japheth ascended to imperial power, for the Medisians, and
later the Greeks and Romans, were all Hadwopeans
primarily descended from Japheth.

The Persian empire extended to Gremue Libya on the
west and to India on the east.

17
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Two hundred years later, the Persians were overthrown by
Alexander the Great, who turned the Fertile Valley, the old

melting-pot of the hree races, into a Greek province.

Next came the Romans and after the Romans, the Turks.
Mesopotamia, the center ofany of the world's early empires
and its civilizations, became a vast wilderness where huge
mounds of earth told a story of ancient glor

18



CHAPTERhd: Eyptians

Many of Hamo s descendantfs di
Mesopotamia, especially towards and in Africa. One son of
Ham, Mizraim, settled in the land called Egypt. The name
Mi zraim |iterally meadlesingda he
Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt. Many ancient cities and nations
were named &ér their founder and leader, as Egypt walkus,

Mi z r achildnén®btained the rich and beautiful valley of the
Nile.
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The people of the Nile valley develed a high stage of
civilization thousands of yeal
descendants. The Egyptians were quite developed, but sadly
pagan. They were excellent farmers. They knew all about
irrigation. They buil temples which were afterwards cegiby
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the Greeks much later. They had a calendar which proved such
a useful instrument for the purpose of measuring time that it has
survived with a few changes until today. The Egyptians also
had writing.

We are so awstomed to newspapers and books and
magazines that we take for granted a world of reading and
writing. But many societies in the course of human history have
been without this ability, and it has greatly limited them. For
more extensive learning and d®@ment to take place, writing
is vital.

Hieroglyphics

In the first century before our era, when the Romans came to
Egypt, they found the valley full of strange little pictures which
seemed to have something to do with the history ofob@try.

But the Romans wenythingforeigmancht er e s
did not inquire into the origin of these queer figures which
covered the walls of the temples and the walls of the palaces

and endless reams of flat sheets made out of the papyrus reed.

The last of the Egyptian priests who had undexstbe holy art

of making such pictures had died several years before. Egypt
deprived of its independence had becormstoaehousdilled

with important historical documents which no one could
decipher,and which were of no earthly use to either man or

beas.

Seventeen centuries went by and these historical documents
remained a mystery. But in the year 1798 a French general by
the name of Bonaparte happened to visit eastern Africa to
prepare for an attack ap the British Indian Colonies. He did
not get bgond the Nile, and his campaign was a failure. But,
quite accidentally, the famous French expedition solved the
problem of the ancient Egyptian pictdesaguage.

One day a young French officer, much bobgdhe dreary
life of his little fortress on thRosetta river (a mouth of the Nile)
decided to spend a few idle hours rummaging among the ruins
of the Nile Delta. And behold! he found a stone which greatly
puzzled him. Like everything else lHgypt,it was covered with
little figures. But this particulaslab of black basalt was
different from anything that had ever been discovered. It carried

20
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three inscriptions. One of these was in Greek. The Greek

| anguage was knownosoheA¢abadt h a't
Ai's to compare t he aBfigareskand e x t
they will at once tell their secreds.
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The plan sounded simple enough but it took more than
twenty years to solve the riddle. In the year 1802 a French
professor by the name of Champati began to compare the
Greek and the Egyptiamtts of the famous Rosetta stone. In
the year 1823 he announced that he had discovered the meaning
of fourteen little figures. A short time later he died from
overwork, but the main principles of Egyptianitmg had
become known. Today the story of thdlew of the Nile is
better known to us than the story of the Mississippi River. We
possess a written record which covers centuries of chronicled
history.

As the ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics (the word nwea
s acr e d) have played sugh a very gteale in history,

(a few of them in modified form have even found their way into
our own alphabet,) you ought to know something about the
ingenious system which was used centuries ago to preserve the
spokenword for the benefit of the coming generations.

Of course, you know what a sign language is. Every Indian
story of our western plains has a chapter devoted to strange
messages written in the form of little pictures which tell how
many buffaloes were kéd and how many hunters there were
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in a certainparty. As a ruleit is not difficult to understand the
meaning of such messages.

Ancient Egyptian, however, was not a sign language. Their
pictures meant a great deal more than the object which they
represented, as | shall try to explain to you now.

Suppose that you were Champollion, and that you were
examining a stack of papyrus sheets, all covered with
hieroglyphics. Suddenly you came across a picture of a man
wi th a sawyoiV ey hatedats pf courBet
that a farmer went out to catown a treé Then you take
another papyrus. It tells the story of a queen who had died at the
age of eightytwo. In the midst of a sentence appears the picture
of the man with the saw. Queens of eigtwyp do not handle
saws. The picture therefore museam something else. But
what?

That is the riddle which the Frenchman finally solved. He
di scovered that the Egyptians u
writingbia system of char acsoambs whi
(or phone) of the spoken word and whichkendt possible for
us to translate all our spoken words into a written form, with the
help of only a few dots and dashes and pothooks.

Let us return for a moment to the little fellow with the saw.
The wordi s aeither means a certain tool which you iitid
in a carpenter's shop, or it me
seeo

This is what had happened to the word during the course of
time. First ofall, it had meant only the particular tool which it
represented. Then that meaning had been lost Aad become
the past participle of a verb. After more time elapsed, the
Egyptians lost sight of both these meanings and the picture
came to stand for a single letter, the letter S.

Having invented this sysm the Egyptians developed it over
time until they could write anything they wanted, and they used
t hese 0 c aonosemd massages 40 friends, to keep
business accounts and to keep a record of the history of their
country, that future generationsght benefit by the mistakes
of the past.

One ral possibility is that it was the Hebrews, with their
efficient Hebrew alphabet compared to the more cumbersome
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original Egyptian language, which prompted the Egyptians to
convert their language.

Early Civilization Along the Nile Valley

Availability of food has always been a great factor in
determining where men have settled. @ Wherever food was
plentiful, thither man has travelled to make his home. The
Valley of the Nile was indeed choice territanyproviding food.
In the summer of each yearetiNile turned the valley into a
shallow lake and when the waters receded all the grain fields
and the pastures were covered with several inches of the most
fertile clay.
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In Egypt a kindly river didhe work of a million men and
made it possible téeed the teeming population of the large
cities which were to form there. It is true that all the arable land
was not in the valley. But a complicated system of small canals
and wellsweeps carried water frothe riverlevel to the top of
the highest banksand an even more intricate system of
irrigation trenches spread it throughout the land. The
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abundance of the Nile Valley made the Egyptians capable of
developing their civilization to an even greater ekten

Unlike subsistence farmers in other partshef world, the
Egyptian peasant or the inhabitant of the Egyptian city found
himself possessed of a certain leisure. He used this spare time
to make himself many things that were merely ornamental and
not necessarily useful. Thughe Egyptians developetiore
sophisticated artwork.

The Egyptians also devoted much of their time and resources
to religion. Their religion was a mixture of truth which they
had retained from their forefather Noah, but mudkefaood
which they invented from the vanity of thevicked hearts.

At the center of religious life in Egypt were itsgsis. The
priests of Egypt hadreat respect in the community. They were
highly learned men who were entrusted with the sacred task of
keeping the written records. They undeostthat it is not good
for man to think only of his immediate advantage in this world
and they drew his attaon to the days of the future when his
soul would give an account.

Sadly, the 6godd of the Egypti
and living God Their main 6godd6é was
Ruler of the Living and the Dead and who judged the acts of
menacor ding to their merits. Bui
were many other gods in their religion, like Isis. They were
what is caldedf dpolt gehei mang gc
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sought to cultivate a culture in Egypt which prepared people for
the aftelife and which honored these false gods.

In a strange way, the Egyptians had come to believe that no
soul could enter the realm of Osiris witlidhe possession of
the body which had been its place of residence in this world.
Therefore, as soon as a maas dead his relatives took his
corpse and had it embalmed. For weeks it was soaked in a
solution of natron and then it was filled with pitch.elRersian
word for pitch wasfiMumiaio and the embalmed body was
called afiMummy0 It was wrapped in yards anghrds of
specially prepared linen and it was placed in a specially
prepared coffin ready to be removed to its final home. But an
Egyptian grave waa real home where the body was surrounded
by pieces of furniture and musical instruments (to while away
thedreary hours of waiting) and by little statues of cooks and
bakers and barbers (that the occupant of this dark home might
be decently provided wit food and need not go about
unshaven).

Building the Pyramids

For various reasons the Egyptians builounds over the
graves of their dead. The desert is full of wild animals and
equally wild robbers and they broke into the graves and
disturbedthe mummy or stole the jewelry that had been buried
with the body. To prevent such unholy desecration the
Egyptians used to build small mounds of stones on top of the
graves. These little mounds gradually grew in size, because the
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rich people built highemounds than the poor and there was a
good deal of competition to see who could make the highest hill
of stons. The record was made by King Khufu, whom the
Greeks called Cheops. His mound, which the Greeks called a
pyramid (because the Egyptian word Fagh was pirem-us),

was over five hundred feet high. It covered more than thirteen
acres of desert which igree times as much space as that
occupied by the church of St. Peter, the largest edifice of the
Christian world.

During twenty years, over auhdred thousand men were
busy carrying the necessary stones from the other side of the
river 1 ferrying them aross the Nile (how they ever managed
to do this, we do not understand), dragging them in many
instances a long distance across the desert aaitl fhroisting
them into their correct position. But so well did the King's
architects and engineers perforneithtask that the narrow
passagavay which leads to the royal tomb in the heart of the
stone monster has never yet been pushed out of shape by the
weight of those thousands of tons of stone which press upon it
from all sides.

The Rise and Fall of Egypt

The river Nile was a kind friend but occasionally it was a
hard taskmaster. It taught the people who lived along its banks
t he nobl erwarkotThey deperfidedeupon each other
to build their irrigation trenches and keep their dikes in repair.
Theywere organized under a leader who had virtually despotic
authority, which was especially characteristic of the Hamitic
cultures. In due course time their King ruled all the land from
the Mediterranean to the mountains of the west.

But these politicahdventures of the old Pharaohs (the word
meant fthe Man wh o0 rarelwirdedestédn t h e
the patient and toiling peasant of theigrields. Provided he
was not obliged to pay more taxes to his King than he thought
just, he accepted the eubf Pharaoh as he accepted the rule of
Mighty Osiris.

It was different however when a foreign invader came and
robbed him of his possessioimsthe eighteenthcenturyB.C.
After centuries of independent life, a savage Semitic Arab tribe
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of shepherds;alled the Hyksos, attacked Egypt and for a few
centuries they were the masters of much of the valley of the
Nile. They were highly unpopular.

Great hate also came to be felt for the Semitic Hebrews who
came to the land of Goshen to find a shelter duthiegtime of
fami ne. During the beginning
been welcomed, because of the service Joseph rendered to the
Egyptians, while Egypt was under Hyksos rule. But a later
generation arose which did not have the same feelings towards
them, and they were made toil under Egyptian taskmasters.

Not long after the Hyksos arrived in Egypt the native
Egyptian people of Thebes begaresolution and after a long
struggle of many years the Hyksos were driven out of the
country and Egypt wasde once more of Hyksos rule. As we
will discuss later, God also freed the Hebrews from their
bondage in Egypt.

When Assyria conquered all of stern Asia around 700
B.C., Egypt became part of the empire of Sardanapalus. In the
seventh century B.C. it bame once more an independent state
which obeyed the rule of a king who lived in the city of Sais in
the Delta of the Nile. But in the year 525@8B. Cambyses, the
king of the Persians, took possession of Egypt and in the fourth
century B.C., when Persiaas conquered by Alexander the
Great, Egypt too became a Macedonian province. It regained a
semblance of independence when one of Alexander'sasner
set himself up as king of a new Egyptian state and founded the
dynasty of the Ptolemies, who resided ie trewly built city of
Alexandria.

Finally, in the year 89 B.C., the Romans came. The last
Egyptian queen, Cleopatra, tried her best to savedbatry.

Her beauty and charm were more dangerous to the Roman
generals than half a dozen Egyptian army cofpsce she was
successful in her attacks upon the hearts of her Roman
conquerors.

But in the year 30 B.C., Augustus, the nephew and heir of
Ceesar/anded in Alexandria. He did not share his late uncle's
admiration for the lovely princess. He destroyedareries but
spared her life that he might make her march in his triumph as
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part ofthe spoils of war. Whe@leopatra heard of this plan, she
killed herself by taking poison. And Egypt became a Roman
province.

So, the mighty Egyptian kingdom was brought to a low
estate, from which it never has fully recovered. There is
certainly a lessofor us here: no matter how powerful a wicked
kingdom may appeaat some time in history, we can be
confident t hat God wi l | bring
kingdom, and the nations which honor Him, will be established
and endure.

28



CHAPTERh®&: Cdnaanites,
Phoenici ans, and t he

We have previosil vy seen how God curse
sin. And we have seen how powerful the descendants of many
of Hamés descendant s lizatiens &, cr
Sumeria and in Egypt. Most of
territory which are now the tians of Israel and Lebanon. They
became the Canaanites and the Phoenicians. This positioned
them right in the midst of the Fertile Crescent stigtg from
Egypt to Babyl on. B u alongwite o f
his family and descendantgttledprimarily in the area now in

the nation of Turkey. It became the great Hittite Empire.

The Canaanites

The curse on Canaan became inevitably reflected in the life
of the Canaanites. Perhaps no people on the face of the earth
has had such a wicked iggbn as these people. Their religion
revolved around adultery and prostitution and idolatry. It

wouldsomret i mes even degenerate i n
own children in the fire, supposedly as part of worship to their
6gods 0. T h e en€naredat@anviletared slangemuse
religion.

Surely another element in the curse on Canaan and his
posteritywas the very place God had them settle. They were
located right in between very powerful neighbdtgypt to the
south and Syria, Assyria and Babylto the north and west.

While this location was very good for its business of tréide

name OCasaebhBnmeahing Omimadd ant
these people quite often a pawn and a servant in the hands of
much more powerful forces. Added to tedactors was the

fact that God had promised the land of Canaan to the Israelites.
As we shall see later iour journey, God kept his promise to
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the Israelites, giving them power over their Promised Land. But
in so doing, God also kept his promise regaydCanaan.
Canaanite hegemony was diminished as the Hebrews waxed
strong.

The Phoenicians

The Phoeni@ns settled along the shores of the
Mediterranean north of the Can.
built themselves two wefortified towns, Tyre andidon.

Like the Canaanites, they had a vile religion that revolved
around adultery and idolatry. Ardso like the Canaanites, they
were great traders, especially excelling in sea trade.
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Within a short timethey had gained a monopoly of tinade
of the western seas. Their ships went regularly to Greece and
Italy and Spain and they even ventured beyond the straits of
Gibraltar to visit the Scilly islands where they could buy tin.
Wherever they went, they I themselves small trading
statons, which they called colonies. Many of these were the
origin of modern cities, such as Cadiz and Marseilles. Their
greatest colonial settlement was Carthage.

They bought and sold whatever promised to bring them a
good pofit. They were not troubled by@nscience. If we are
to believe all theineighborsthey did not know what the words
honesty or integrity meant, which surely was all part of the
curse upon them. They regarded a vif#d treasure chest the
highest deal of all good citizens. Indeethey were very
unpleasant people and did not have a single friend.
Nevertheless, they have rendered all coming generations one
service of great value: they brought us our alphabet.

The Phoenicians had been familiar witie art of writing
from the Sumeans. But they regarded the pothooks as a
clumsy waste of time, compared to the efficient Hebrew
alphabet of their Hebrew neighbors. They were practical
businessmeand could not spend hours engraving two or three
letters.They likely adopted their new ggsn of writing from
the Hebrews, which was greatly superior to the old one. They
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also borrowed a few pictures from the Egyptians. They
sacrificed the pretty looks of the older system for the advantage
of speed and they raded the thousands of differentages to

a short and handy alphabet of twehiyo letters.

In due course of time, this alphabet travelled across the
/Egean Sea and entered Greece. The Greeks added a few letters
of their own and carried the improved systéo Italy. The
Romans modified thfigures somewhat and in turn taught them
to the wild barbarians of western Europe. Those wild barbarians
were our own ancestors, and that is the reason why this book is
written in characters that came to us by way ofRtheenicians
and not in the hierdgphics of the Egyptians or in the naitript
of the Sumerians.

The Hittites

The Hittite Empire rose to power around 2000 B.C. This
was approximately the same time as Abraham was departing
Mesopotamia for the Prosed Land. For more than a thousan
years the Hittites ruled the region that is now Turkey and Syria.
Its power rivaled that of Egypt and the Assyabylonian
empires of Mesopotamia.

The Hittite state was a military organization. Daily life was
closelyregulated by the laws of this sta Everything from the
purchase price of land to the wages earned for labor was
dictated by law.
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The Hittites were perhaps the first people to use iron after
the Flood, having perhaps passed down the knowledtiesof
craft through the generatisrirom the time before the Flood.
Their mines were along the Black Sea. And they were famous
workers in metals. All of this was used to great advantage by
the Hittites to enhance their military power. They had the best
weapons and the best chariotsidgrtheir period of military
might.

It was not until the early twentieth century that archeological
evidence of the Hittites came to light. Thousands of clay
tablets, along with other artifacts, were discovered in
archedogical investigations in TurkeyFor many years those
who liked to consign the Bible to myth were wont to point out
its allusions to the Hittites and the Hittite Empire. These
Scripture critics argued that there were no such people as the
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Hittites, becase no archeological evidence Haskn found of
this people until that time. But Scripture proved reliable once
again, for now an immense amount of archeological evidence
confirms the existence of the once Hittite Empire, and no one
now denies its past estence.

Even though the Hittieavoided the precarious location of
their brethren in Canaan; nevertheless, they did not avoid the
curse of Canaan. The language of the Hittites was derived from
the IndeEuropeans. It would seem certain IrEoropeans
early on conquered the Hittitescagerved as the rulers of their
society. So,Japheth was enlarged at the expense of Canaan.
Even later in history the Hittite Empire itself was cven by
Indo-Europeans, and ultimately disappeared from off the face
of the earth. The very thing thatchéed Bible criticsto deny
the existence of the Hittites, was actually the fulfillment of the

Scriptural sentence that Japhet

expense.
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Abraham and His Seed

Among the sons of Shem (called He e ws aft er
descendant Heber, who dwelt in Mesopotamia, just as the term
Semitic is derived from the name Shem) was Abram. Abram
was a good and faithful man. He was chosen by God to be the
father of the people in whom He was going to set His Lagiak
be the father of many nations. In the year 1921 BC, God tried
Abram's faith by calling on him to leave his home, and go into
a land which he knew not, but which should belong to his
children afer him. This was at a time when Abram had no child
at al. Yet he obeyed angelieved andvas led into the beautiful
hilly land then held by the sons of Canaan, where he was a
stranger, wandering with his flocks and herds and servants from
one green paste to another, without a foot of land to call his
own.
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For showing his faith by thus doing as he was commanded,
Abram was rewarded by the covenant promise that in his Seed
should all the families of the
was changed to Abraham, which means a father of a great
multitude. Ard as asign of his covenant with God and his faith
towards God, Abraham was to be circumcised. This sign of
circumcision was also to be administered to his children, for an
emblem of their separation to God as part of the visible church
of God, along withAbrahan. One son, Ishmael, had by this
time been born to him of the bondmaid Hagar, so Abraham
circumcised | shmael according t

But the child of promise, Isaac, the son of his wife Sarah,
was not given till he was a hundred years adtimlaelwas cast
out for mocking at his haltbrother, the heir of the promises.
Nevertheless, in answer to his father's prayers, he too became
the father of a great nation, namely the Arabs, many of whom
still live in the desert, with their tents, theiodks, ferds, and
fine horses, much as Ishmael himself must have lived. They are
still circumcised, and honor Abraham as their father. With
them are joined the Midianites and other tribes descended from
Abraham's last wife, Keturah, along with other people
assimilated into the Arab people.

Isaac alone was to inherit the promise. This promise was
renewed to Isaac and to his father, when their faith had been
proved by their submission to God's command, that Isaac
should be offered as a buwwitfering upn Mourt Moriah, a
sign of the Great Sacrifice long afterwards, when God did
indeed provide Himself a Lamb. Isaac's wife, Rebekah, was
fetched from Abraham's former home, in Mesopotamia, that he
mi g ht not be corrupted by marr
servant faund Rebekah dutifully gathering water atvall and
offering the servant water. The servant brought her back to
Isaac with the consent and permission of her guardian.

Bet ween | saacbds two sons, Es al
a choice. God had plaed andforetold that the elder should
serve the younger, making Jacob

Jacob grew up to be very different young men, though they
were twins.
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In time Esau, the elder brother, did not value the birthright
which would havenade him heir to no lands that would enrich
himself, and to a faoff honor that he did not understand.
Despising the promises of God, he made his right over to his
brother for a little food, when he was hungry, and though he
repented with tears when it w#oo late, he could not win back
what he had once thrown awawcob received all the blessings
from his father Isaac.

Esaubs revengef ul anger when
supplanted, made Jacob flee to his mother's family in
Mesopotamia, and the dwell for many years, before returning
to Canaan with his large household. Jacob returned to live in
the manner that had been ordained for the first heirs of the
promise.

But Esau went away to Mount Seir, to the south of the
Promised Land, and his steendants were called the Edomites,
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from his name, meaning the Red. And so, too, the sea which
washed their shores, took the name of the Sea of Edom, or the
Red Sea. They were also named Kenites from his son Kenaz.
Their country, afterwards called Idumeags full of rocks and
precipices, and in these the Edomites hollowed out caves for
themselves, making them most beautiful, with pillars
supporting the roof within, and finelyarved entrances, cut
with borders, flowers, and scrolls, so lasting that thiesiof
Bosra and Petra are still a wonder to travelers, though they have
been empty and deserted for centuries past.

Jacob's name was changed to Israel, which meant a prince
before God. And Jacobdés whol e
covenant, though there elder sons, for their crimes, forfeited
the foremost places, which passed to Judah and Joseph. And
Levi was afterwards chosen as the tribe set apart for the
priesthood, the number twelve being made up by reckoning
Ephraim and Manasseh, the sons of gbsas heads of tribes,
like their uncles.

Long ago, Abraham had been told that his seed should
sojourn in Egypt. This came to pass when the envious sons of
Israel sold their innocent brother Joseph into slavery in Egypt.
Although this was awickedded on t he brothers
all designed by God to bring about His high purpose for the
church.

In Egypt Joseph was inspired to interpret Pharaoh's dreams,
which foretold the famine. Joseph was made a great leader in
Egypt andsaved many people sia he had them prepare for the
long years of famine. Whengndby Josephdés brot
to buy the corn that he had laid up in Egypt, Joseph made
himself known to them. Joseph also forgave them with all his
heart andsent them to fetch his father toeskim once more.
Then the whole family of Israel, seventy in number, besides
their wives, came and settled in the land of Goshen, about the
year 1700 B.C. The church in Egypt were there known by the
name of Hebrews, aftéteber, thegreat grandson of Sherll
of these events of the Israelites in Egypt occurred during the
early years when the Hyksos reigned in Egypt.

Moses Leads the People out of Egypt
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But a time came when the Hyksos no longer ruled in Egypt,
and those that did rule felt no gratitudethe Hebrews. The
king of Egypt, becoming afraid of having so numerous and rich
a people settled in his dominions, tried to keep them down by
hard bondage and heavy labor. He made them toil at his great
buildings andppressed them in every possible maniwhen
he found that they still throve and increased, he made the cruel
decree, that every son who was born to them should be cast into
the river. But man can do nothing against the will of God, and
this murderous ordinance proved the very means of qaos®
of these persecuted Hebrew infants to be brought up in the
palace ofPharaoh andnstructed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians. This infant was Moses.

Moseso mot her had him float
Egyptian princess, and Moses was adopted &ytincess and
raised among Egyptian royalty. But even in his early life,
Moses seems to have been aware that he was to be sent to put
an end to the bondage of his people. Moses chose rather to
suffer with them than to live in prosperity with their opgsors.

He went out among them and tried to defend them, and to set
them at peace with one another. But the time was not yet come,
and they thrust him from them, so that he was forced to fly for
shelter to the desert, among the Midianite descendants of
Abraham.

After Moses had spent forty years there as a shepherd, God
appeared to him in a burning bush. It was there that God first
revealed Himself as JEHOVAH, the Name proclaiming His
eternal seHexistence, | AM THAT | AM.

Moses was then sent to Egyp lead out the Israelites on
their way back to the land so long promised to their forefathers.
When Pharaoh obstinately refused to let them go, the dreadful
plagues and wonders that were sent on the country were such
as to show that their gods were giads. Since their river, the
glory of their land, became a loathsome stream of blood,
creeping things came and went at the bidding of the Lord. Even
their adored cattle perished before their eyes. At last, on the
night of the Passover, in each of the $egiunmarked by the
blood of the Lamb, there was a great cry over the death of the
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first-born son. But where the sign of faith was seen, there was
a mysterious obedient festival held by families prepared for a
strange new journey.

Then the hard heart dhe Egyptian Pharoah yielded to
terror, and Israel went out of Egypt as a nation. They had come
in around 1700 BC as seventy men; they went out in 1491 BC
as six hundred thousand. Their Egyptian enemies, following
after them, sank ke lead in the mightyvaters of that arm of
the Red Sea, which had divided
through.

When Moses had led the 600,000 mvgth their wives,
children, and cattdbeyond the reach of the Egyptians, they
were in a small peninga. The peninsulaas between the arms
of the Red Sea, with the wild desolate peaks of Mount Horeb
towering in the midst, and all around grim stony crags, with
hardly a spring of water. And though there were here and there
slopes of grass, and bushdshoaryleavedcameltiorn, and
long-spined shittim or acacia, there was nothing bearing fruit
for human beings. There were strange howlings and crackings
in the mountains, the sun glared back from the arid stones and
rocks, and the change seemed frighdftér the green meadew
and broad river of Egypt. Frightened and faithless, the Israelites
cried out reproachfully to Moses to ask how they should live in
this desert place, forgetting that the Pillar of cloud and fire
proved that they were under the cafeHim who had brought
them safely out of the hands of their enemies.

In His mercy God bore with their murmurs, fed them with
manna from Heaven, and water out of the flinty rock. God also
gave them the victory over the Edomite tribe of robber
Amalekitesat Rephidim, where 3bwua fought, and Moses,
upheld by Aaron and Hur, stretched forth his hands the whole
day.

Then, fifty days after their coming out of Egypt, He called
them round the peak of Sinai to hear His own Voice proclaim
the terms of the Covanmt. The Covenant witAhbraham had
circumcision for the token, faith as the condition, and the
blessing to all nations in Christ as the promise. This Covenant
remained in full force, but in the course of the last four hundred
years, sin had grown so mudmat the old standardyanded
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down from the patriarchs, had been forgotten, and men would
not have known what was right, nor how far they fell from it,
without a written revelation and Law from God.

This Law, in Ten Commandments, all meeting together in
teaching love to God @ ma n, reveal ed the
perfection, without which no man could be fit to stand in the
sight of God. He spoke it with His own mouth, from amid cloud,
flame, thunder, and sounding trumpets, on Mount Sinai, while
the Israates watched around iawe and terror, unable to
endure the dread of that Presence. The people were to realize
from this Law how sinful they were, how much they depended
upon the promised Savior to save them, and how they should
serve God in grateful obestice. If they wouldéed this lesson,
they should dwell prosperously in the Promised Land, and be a
royal priesthood and peculiar treasure unto God. They answered
with one voice, "AlIIl the wor ds

Moses then made a sacrifi@d sprinkled them h the
blood, to consecrate them and confirm their oath. It was the
blood of the Old Testament. Then he went up into the darkness
of the cloud on the mountain top, there fasting, to talk with God,
and to receive the two Tables of Stonritten by the Fingeof
God, with its Ten Commandments. But man showed once again
he could not obey God in his fallen state. The Israelites lost
faith, and set up a golden calf, corrupting the right worship
which God had not longoefore commandedthem, and

inventing worshipof their own imagination.
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When Moses discovered their sin, he destroyed the precious
tables with the TenCo mmand ment s, the tok
covenant with His people. And God threatened to sweep them
off in a moment and to fulliHis oaths to theirdrefathers in
the children of Moses alone. Then Moses, having purified the
camp by slaying the worst offenders, stood between the rest and
the wrath of God, mediating for them until he obtained mercy
for them, and a renewal of the Gmant.

Twice Moses g e n't forty days in God:¢
glorious visions were revealed to him. The Courts of Heaven
itself were to be copied by him, by Divine guidance. It was the
design for the Ark and Taber nac
brothe Aaron, and his seedfter him, were to minister as
priests, setting forth to the eye how there was a Holy Place,
whence men were separated by sin, and how it could only be
entered by a High Priest, after a sacrifice of atonement. Every
ordinance of thiservice was a shadow good things to come
in Christ Jesus.

The ceremonial laws were strictly enjoined on Israel, as part
of the conditions of the Covenant, guiding their faith onwards
by this acted prophecy. God, as King of His people, put forth
othercommands, some relag to their daily habits, others to
their government as a nation, all tending to keep them separate
from other nations. While some of these ordinances were meant
to be temporary until Christ should come, the Ten
Commandmentsreflect€slo d 6 s mo r arldwerdt@be a c t e r
an abiding moral law for the people of God. The animal
sacrifices and ceremonial law simply foreshadowed a day when
there would be a fuller expiation for sin by a perfect and infinite
sacrifice God the Son, our Lordesus Christ.

Also, during this time God providentially established civil
and church governments for the people, and a weekly Sabbath
assembly. It appears He established a civil council, or
Sanhedrin, to adjudicate civil cases in the nation. And He
edablished an ecclesisal council of Levites to adjudicate
church issues among all the visible church. This same model
passed to the Christian church centuries later in the form of a
Presbyteriarsynod of elders, and it has served as the political
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model for parliamentary gosrnment for generations. The
assembly that met each Sabbath for worship came to be called
the local synagogue or church, which endures to thisiildy.o r
Moses of old time hath in every city them that preach Him,
being read in the swgogues every sabbattha yGod 6 s
prescribed government, as well as His prescribed law, was a
great mercy and blessing.

But despite Godbdbs mercies ex
could not even be roused to look for the present temporal
promise andhankeed after the fine sband rich fruits of Egypt,
rather than the beautiful land of hill and valley that lay before
them. When their spies reported the land where they were to
dwell to be full of hill forts, held by Canaanites of giant stature,

a cowardly cry of despair bro& out. They complained that they
should return to Egypt. Only two of the whole host, besides
Moses, were ready to trust to Him who had delivered them from
Pharaoh antlad led them through the sea. Therefore, those two
alone of the gswnrup men were allowe to set foot in the
Promised Land.

' THE WILDERNESS doU —

Meditevwranean sea ey vic 4mon ]

wWay oe
e PhiliSHoes \llu!deme:,cs
xo*c’

* o SUccoth
Wildemes
By ) of P:vans om
Nile Riveyr \ Sinai
P, _ P\cmnsula Zi on Geber

» Hebo

\suez W
i \ ._ mofﬁ"-’
o ATz
- X 1 J
Ti || al | the rest of Christ o6:

have fallen in the wilderness, and a better race have been trained
up, God would not help them to take possession. In their
willfulness they triedd advance, and were defeated, and thus
were obliged to endure their forty years' desert wandering. Even
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Moses had his patience worn out by their frethilhlessness
andcommitted an act of disobedience. Because of this he was
senteged not to enter ther®mised Land, but to die on the
borders after one sight of the promise of his fathers. Under him,
however, began the work of conquest. The rich pasture lands of
Gilead and Basan were subdued, and the tribes of Reuben and
Gad, and halthe tribe of Manassetwere permitted to take
these as their inheritance, though beyond the proper boundary,
the Jordan River.

Moses was led by God to the top of Mount Nebo, whence he
might see in its length and breadth, the pleasant land, the free
hills, the green vi#dys watered by streams, the wooded banks
of Jordan, the pale blue expanse of the Mediterranean Sea
joining with the sky to the west. But God hhdtter thinggor
him in Heaven, and there upon the mountain top he died alone,
and God buried him in the sdphier whereof no man knows.
None was like to him in the Old Covenant, who stood between
God and the Israelitesubhe left a promise that a Prophet
should be raised up like unto himself. Moses had been a faithful
servant and propheold aflaseroadt i n (
and prophet of such stature in the household was not to arise
again until the Lord Jesus CHridBefore Moses had passed
away, he prophesied of this coming even more excellent
Prophet.

Joshua Leads the Peoplato Israel

In the yea 1451 BC Joshua led the tribes of Israel through
the divided waters of the Jordan River, and received strength
and skill to scatter the heathen before them, conquer the cities,
and settle them in their inheritance. The Land of Canaan was
very urlike Egypt with its flat soil, dry climate, and single
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river. Canaan was a narrow strip, enclosed between the
Mediterranean Sea and the river Jordan. The Jordan River runs
due south down a steep wooded cleft into the Dead Sea, the
lowest water in the wadl, in a sot of pit of its own, with barren
desolation all round it, so as to keep in memory the ruin of the
cities of the plain. In the north, rise the high mountains of
Lebanon, a spur from which goes the whole length of the land,
and forms two slopes,ivence theivers flow, either westward

into the Great Sea, or eastward into the Jordan. Many of these
hills are too dry and stony to be cultivated; but the slopes of
some have fine grassy pastures, and the soil of the valleys is
exceedingly rich, bearingds, vines olive trees, and corn in
plenty, wherever it is properly tilled. With such hills, rivers,
valleys, and pastures, it was truly a goodly land, and when
God's blessing was on it, it was the fairest spot where man could
live. When the Israelites tared it,every hill was crowned by

a strongly walled and fortified town, the abode of some little
king of one of the seven Canaanite nations who were given into
their hands to be utterly destroyed.

Though they were commanded to make a complete end of
all the peote in each place they took, they were forbidden to
seize more than they could fill, lest the empty ruins should
serve as a harbor fovild beasts They had their several lots
marked out where they might spread when their numbers
should need roomAs Jacolhad promised to Joseph, Ephraim
and half Manasseh had the richest portion, nearly in the
middle. Also, Shilohwhere the Tabernacle was set was
in their territory. Judah and Benjamin were in a very wild
rocky part to the southwards, betweba two ®as, with only
Simeon beyond them. Then came, north of Manasseh, the fine
pasture lands of Issachar and Zebulon, and a small border for
Asher between Lebanon and the s&®euben, Gad, and the
rest of Manasselwere to the east of the Jordan, wehthey hd
begged to settle themselves in the meadows of Bashan and the
balmy thickets of Gilead. Many a fortified town was still held
by the Canaanites, especially Jebus, on Mount Moriah,
between Judah and Benjamin.
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Also, the Canaanites held the tgreat merhant cities of
the Sidonians upon treeashoreThese were called Tyre and
Sidon, and their inhabitants were the Phoenicians, which we
have already discussed.

As long as the generation lived who had been bred up in the
wilderness, they obeyednd felt hemselves under the rule of
God their King, Who made His Will known at Shiloh by the
signs on the breastplate of the High Priest, while judges and
elders governed in the cities. But afterwards they began to be
tempted to make friends with theedthen ngjhbors, and thus
learned to believe in their false deities, and to hanker after the
service of some god who made no such laws of goodness as
those by which the church of Israel was bound.

As certainly as they fell away, so surely the punishment
came, andsod stirred up some of these dangerous friends to
attack them. Sometimes it was a Canaanite tribe with iron
chariots who mightily oppressed them; sometimes the robber
shepherds, tile Midianites, would burst in and carry off their
cattle and theicrops, util distress brought the Israelites back
to a better mind, and they cried out to the Lord. Then He would
raise up a mighty warrior, and give him the victory, so that he
became ruler and judge over Israel. But no sooner was he dead,
than they wald fall back again into idolatry, and receive
another chastisement, repent, and be again delivered.

This pattern went on for about 400 years, the Israelites
growing constantly worse. In the latter part of this time, their
chief enemies were the Philisés, in tle borders of Simeon and
Judah, near the sea. These were not Canaanites, but had once
dwelt in Egypt, and then, after living for a time in Cyprus, had
come and settled in Gaza and Ashkelon, and three other very
strong cities on the coast, wher@yhworshigped a fishgod,
called Dagon. They had no king, but were ruled by lords of their
five cities, and made terrible inroads upon all the country round.

At last the Israelites, in their sehfill, fancied they could
turn the Philistines to flight bgausing tle Ark to be carried

out to battle by the two corrupt young priests, sons of Eli,
whose doom had already been pronouribed they should
both die in one day. They were slain, when the Ark was taken
by the enemies, and their aged father fell bac#t brokehis
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neck in the shock of the tidings. The glory had departed; and
though God proved His might by shattering Dagon's image
before the Ark, and plaguing the Philistines wherever they
carried it, till they were forced to send it home in a manner
which againshowed the Divine Hand, yet it never returned to
Shiloh. God deserted the place where His Name had not been
kept holy. The token of the Covenant seemed to be lost. The
Philistines ruled over the broken and miserable Israelites, and
there was oy one pramise to comfort therthat the Lord
would raise up unto Himself a faithful Prophet, Priest, and
King one day.

Already there was growing up at Shiloh the young Levite,
Samuel, dedicated by his mother, and bred up by Eli. He is
counted as first ofhe proplets, that long stream of inspired
men, who constantly preached righteousness, and to whom
occasionally future events were made known. He was also the
last of the Judges, or heavsent deliverers. As soon as he
grew up, he rallied the Israelitegstoredhe true worship, as
far as could be with the Ark in concealment, and sent them out
to battle. They defeated the Philistines, and under Samuel,
again became a free nation.

When Samuel grew old, the Israelites would not trust to
God to choose &esh guadian forthem butcried out for a
king to keep them together and lead them to war like other
nations. The Israelites manifested they were too wicked to be
run simply by a council of judges and elders; they wanted the
strong hand and rule of amréhly king. Their entreaty was
granted, and in 1094 B.C. Saul the son of Kish, of the small
but fierce tribe of Benjamin, was appointed by God. Saul was
anointed by Samuel, on the understanding that he was not to
rule by his own will, like the princes@und, butas God's chief
officer, to enforce His laws and carry out His bidding. Time
would reveal though that Saul would not obey God and enforce
His commands.

But the overall condition of the Israelites did gradually
I mprove under SthanlandisSnaele Abbes s o0

were able generals, and they successfully fought back many of
| srael 6s enemi es. andhefancied ha | b
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could go his own way. He took it upon himself to offer sacrifice

to God, even though this role was reservedHepriests. God

showed his hot displeasure with Saul over this, forever teaching
Goddés people the | esson that t|
are two separate institutions, and the officials in the one should

not assume the functions of the other.

Sad disdbeyed God yet more. One day when sent forth by
God to destroy all belonging to the Amalekites, Saul spared the
king and the choicest of the spoil. For this he was sentenced not
to be the founder of a line of kings. The doom filled Saul with
wrath aginstthe priesthood, while an evil spirit was permitted
to trouble his soul.

David, Goddés Anointed

Samuel's last great act was to anoint the youngest son of
Jesse the Bethlehemite, the great grandchild of the loving
Moabitess, Ruth, the same wh@&wd hal marked beside his
sheepfolds as the man after His own Heart. This same David
was to be the future father of the sceptered line of Judah, and
of the " Root and Offspring of David, the bright and morning
Staro for the chur c hppontedHle wa s ,
one from whom the future Messiah of the church would
descend, even though this future Messiah was also to be
ADaviddéds Lordo, as David himsel

Fair and young, full of inspired song, and of gallant
courage, the youth Davitas faivored as the minstrel able to
drive the evil spirit from Saul. He was also the champion who
had slain the giant Goliath of Gath who had so distressed the
Israelites. David killed the giant Philistine with no weapon but
his sling.
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David was theking's sonin-l aw by marri age
daughter, and the prince Jonathan's bosom friend. But as the
hopes of Israel became set on him, Saul began to hate David as
if he were a supplanter, though Jonathan submitted to the Will
that deprived himself of @hrone and loved his friend as
faithfully as ever. At last, by Jonathan's counsel, David fled
from court, and Saul in his rage at thinking him aided by the
priests, slew all who fell into his hands, thus cutting off his own
last link with Heaven.

A trusty bandof brave men gathered round David, but he
remained a loyal outlaw, and always abstained from any act
against his sovereign, even though Saul twice lay at his mercy.
Patiently he tarried the Lord's leisure, and the time came at last.
The Philistine®verran the country, and chased Saul even to the
mountain fastnesses of Gilboa, where the  miserable man,
deserted by God, tried to learn his fate through evil spirits, and
only met the certainty of his doom. In the next dagtle,his
true-hearted somet asoldier's death. But Saul, when wounded
by the archers, tried in vain to put an end to his own life, and
was, after a reign of forty years, at last slain by an Amalekite,
who brought his crown to David, and was executed by him for
having profanelslainthe Lord's anointed.

For seven years David reigned only in his own tribe of Judah,
while the brave Abner kept the rest of the kingdom for Saul's
son, Ishbosheth. But this condition ended when Abtiex
skill ful gener al sreigiodlkcodfencear vy
because Ishbosheth refused to give him one of Saul's widows to
wife. Abner offered to come to terms with David, but in leaving
the place of meeting, he was treacherously killed by David's
overbearing nephew, Joab, inrevenge foreetlld a Joab
brother whom Abner had slain in single combat.

Ishbosheth was soon after murdered by two of his own
servants, and David became sole king of all Israel. David ruled
prudently with all his power, and with anxious heed to the will
of his true Kng. He was a greabnqueror anavas the first to
win for Israel her great city on Mount Moriah. It had once been
called Salem, or peace, when the mysterious gkiagt
Melchizedek, reigned there in Abraham's time. David was
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inspired to prophesy thatelMessiah who was to descend from
him would be a priesting after the order of Melchizedek. It
was there too that Abraham had sought to sacrifice Isaac at
Goddés command, foreshadowi ng t
would be sacrificed in Jerusalem. Great d¢isiwere indeed
planned for Jerusalem. But for many yearsiofl the time of
David it had been held by tilebusites andalled Jebus.

When David took Jebus, he nar
Vi si on Ddvidforafiadcderusalem, built a palacets,
and fetched thither with songs and solemn dances, the
longhidden Ark, so that it might be the place where God's Name
was set, the center of worship. Well was the spot fitted for the
purpose. It was a hill girdled round by other hills, and so strong
by nature, that when built round with towers and walls, an
enemy could hardly have taken it.

David longed to raise a solid home for the Ark, but this was
not a work permitted to a man of war and bloodshed. David did
collect materials though for the lat@onstruction of the
Temple, and he restored the priesth&r offices. He also gave
the Priests his own glorious Book of Psalms, full of praise,
prayer, and entreaty, to be sung before the Lord in the Temple
by the Levites, accompanied by musical instents. This
Book of Psal ms al so b ¢ dhe me th
synagogues of the peoplebdbs wee
spiritual songs were sung in the synagogues and later the
Christian churches without accompaniment of musical
instruments or choirdike they were in the Temple. And this
same Book of Psalmse mai ns today the chur
Spirit-inspired songs. God therefore provided a text for the
scripture reading in His public worship as well as a hymn book
for singing there.

David likewise made the Philistines, Moabites, Ammonites,
and Edomitepay him tribute, and became the most powerful
king in the East, receiving the fulfillment of the promises to
Abraham.

But even David was far from guiltless. He was a man of
strong passions, thgh of a tender heart, and erred greatly, both
from hastines and weakness, but never without repentance.
And Davidodés Psalms of contriti
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treasure of the penitent. Chastisement visited his sins, and was
meekly borne, but bereaventemd rebellion, care, sorrow, and
disappointment, severeliyied the Sweet Psalmist of Israel,
shepherd, prophet, soldier, and king. In 1016 BC, in his
seventieth year, David went to his rest, after having been king
for forty years. He was assured thas Beed should endure
forever as kings, because he knew &@=d was to be none
other than Christ the King.

All promises of temporal splendor were accomplished in
Davidodéos peaceful son, Sol omon
wisest, and therefore was likewiseade the richest, most
prosperous, and most peaceful ofds.

No enemy rose against Solomon, but all the nations sought
his friendship. Sidon for once had her merchandise hallowed
by its being offered to build and adorn the Temple, Solomon's
great wok. The spot chosen for it was thatf | saardiae,b s
where was the threshirtpor bought by David from Araunah.
But to give more room, he leveled the head of the mountain,
throwing it into the valley. He thus formed an even space
where, silently bui of huge stone, quarried at a distance, arose
the courtsfor strangers, women, men, and priests, surrounded
by cloisters, supporting galleries of rooms for the lodging of the
priests and Levites, many hundreds in number. The main
building was of white rarble, and the Holy of Holies was
overlaid even to the roajutside with plates of gold, flashing
back the sunshine. Even this was but a poor token of the
Shechinah, that glorious light which descended at Solomon's
prayer ofconsecration anfilled the Saituary with the visible
token of God's Presence on the Me8eat, to be seen by the
High Priest once a year.

That consecration of the Temple was the happiest moment
of the history of Israel, but what followed was mournful. Even
David had been like theings of other eastern nations in the
multitude of his wivesand Solomon went far beyond him,
bringing in heathen women, who won him into paying homage
to their idols, and outraging God by building temples to
Moloch and Ashtoreth. Though as a prophethlag been
inspired to speak in his Proverbs, neverthelessshamed
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himself in his conduct with foreign wives. A warning was sent
that the power which had corrupted him should not continue in
his family, and that the kingdom should be divided. Sadly,
Solonon only grew more tyrannical. When the Ephraimite
warrior, Jeroboam, was marked by the prophet Ahijah as the
destined chief of the new kingdom, Solomon persecuted him,
and drove him to take refuge with the great Shishak, King of
Egypt, where he seems t@ue learned the idolatries from
which Israel had been smglly weaned.

Sick at heart, Solomon in his old age wrote the saddest
book in the Bible; and though his first writing, the Canticles,
had been a joyful prophetic song of the love between the Lord
and His Church, his last was a mournful lamentation ower th
vanity and emptiness of the world, and full of scorn of all that
earth can give. He discloses in the book of Ecclesiastes what
he should have heeded throughout his life: life must be
governed byhe fear of God and obedience to His
commandments. Any ogh life is full of vanity.

Reheboam, the son of Solomon, brought about, by his own
harshness and folly, the punishment that God had decreed. By
the advice of his hasty young counselors. He mad&otent
a reply to the petition brought to him by his mdbs, that they
took offence, and the ten northern tribes broke away from him,
setting up as their king, Jeroboam, who had been already
marked out by the prophet. Sbe kingdom of Israel split
into the Kingdom of Judah in the south and the Kingdom of
Samaria (or sometimes called the Kingdom of Israel) in the
north.

These two nations continued until the northern kingdom was
conquered by the Assyrians and the southern kingdom by the
Babylonians. Each fell because God judged it for its great
wickednessmd f al |l ing away from Godbéd
He had graciously given the Hebrews on Mount Sinai years
earlier. The populations of each were removed from the land
and resettled.

Even in theihumbled condition in captivity, God held forth
a mighty pomise to His people, which He announced through
His prophet Daniel. Daniel prophesied the four major
kingdoms that were to arise in the coming centuries. Most
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importantly, Daniel proclaimed thetrring the fourth kingdom
which was to be the Roman Empimould arise an everlasting
kingdom of the promised Messiah. This Messiah, as we will
later discover, was none other than Jesus Christ.

But before Messiah would come, many of the Jews captive
in Babylon would have to first return to Jerusalem and tw the
ancient Promised Land in Canaan. It was to be only the
inhabitants of the old southern kingdom which were thus one
day to return and restablish the Jewish nation in the Promised
Land of theirforefathers

But we will return to this history of thevdes and God
speci al purpose for them | ate
many miles to the east of the Promised Land and venture into
the mysterious Chinese civilization.
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CHAPTERhE&: CAiIi nese

China, in the FaEast of Asia, has a history that goes back
al most to the time near the G
Flood was as important in the ancient legends of the peoples of
China, as it is in the Scriptures handed down to us fram th
Hebrews. We must call themedends, because there are
inaccuracies not found in the account of the Bible.
Nevertheless, there are many true features in these accounts.
Many primitive peoples described the flood as a catastrophe of
Biblical dimensions. fie Miao Legend states that agle
human couple escaped the deluge in a wooden drum, and then
gave birth to the first members of pédbod humanity. The
Shu King, China's first "history", statesdestructive in their
overflow are the waters of the inuatébn. In their vast extent
they embrace the hills and overtop the great heights,
threatening the heavens with t
Yu, the Chinese "Noah", overcame the flood waters, but he
and his immediate predecessors are of a lineage well known to
world mythology and the truBiblical account. The Bible, the
ancient Sumerians and the Chinese all cite a chronology of ten
rulers whose last member was the hero of a Great Flood epoch.
Similar legends are known from Greece and Inditee Miao,
another people thaettled in the FaEast, relate not only the
Flood but also the confusion of tongues followed by migration
to the East.

The Hsia Dynasty

After the Flood, some people began to migrate east of the
Mesopotamian region at a very early date. Among these w
the ancient Chiree. They began by just starting small villages.
But within two hundred years after the Flood they had
established Chinads first dyn
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dynasty began around 2200 BC. It lasted to 1766 BC, in the
same centyrwhen the Hebrewsiould settle in EgyptThese
people which migrated from Mesopotamiarought with them

the agricultural methods from their homeland to China,
stimulatng the growth of ancient Chinese civilization.

Like other ancient peoples, the Cése developed unique
attributes. Their form of writing was a complex system of
picture writing using forms called ideograms, pictograms, and
phonograms. We know about their writing today because of the
archaeological discovery of their oracle bones, whigre
bones with writhgs inscribed on them. They were used for
fortunetelling and record keeping in ancient China.

The Shang Dynasty

The Shang Dynasty replaced the Hsia dynasty in 1766 BC,
and this dynastic kingdom has left us with the first docunaente
era of ancient Cha The highly developed hierarchy of the
kingdom consisted of a king, nobles, commoners, and slaves.
The capital city was Anyang, in north Henan Province. The
people of this time were known for their use of jade, bronze,
horsedrawn clariots, ancestor wang, and highly organized
armi es. The Shang Dynasty has
connected with their ancient palaces and temples. The records
of the Shang dynasty were written on animal bones and tortoise
shells. This dynasty ltéed over 500 years.

The Chou Dynasty

The Shang Dynasty was replaced by the Chou Dynasty in
1122 BC. The Chou Dynasty saw the full flowering of ancient
civilization in China. During this period the empire was unified,
a middle class arose, and iron wesroduced. The sage
Confucius, who lived from 551 to 479 BC, developed the code
of ethics that dominated Chinese culture for the next 25
centuries. The Chou conquest of the Shang was given an
important meaning by later moralistic interpretations of the
event. The Chou kingsyhose chief deity was heaven, called
themselves "Sons of Heaven," and their success in overcoming
the Shang was seen as the "mandate of heaven." From this time
on, Chinese rulers were called "Sons of Heaven" and the
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Chinese Empire, th"Celestial Empire.The transfer of power
from one dynasty to the next was based on the mandate of
heaven.
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Chou rule in China continued for nearly nine centuries, from
1122 BC to 221 BC. During this time great cultural advances
were made. The longeriod of the Chou Dyasty is commonly
divided into two subperiod¥theWestern (EarlylChouand the
Eastern (Later) Chou, named for the locations of the capitals.

The Western Chou rule lasted from 1122 to 771 BC. lIts
territory covered most of the Nor@hina Plain. It wasidided
into about 200 princely domains. The Chou political system
was similar to the feudal system of medieval Europe. The Chou
people combined hunting and agriculture for a living.

The people descended into gross errors in theigioal
despite theirgreat cultural advancements. They prayed to
numerous nature gods for good harvests. One of the ruler's
duties was to placate heaven and Earth for all people. Failure to
do so deprived him of the right to rule. Ancestor worship also
developed during thel@u period. All of these religious errors
of the Chinese have persisted even until today.

The Chou were invaded in 771 BC by a less cultured, more
militaristic people from the northwest. The capital was moved
east to Luoyang. The maer in which the Westn Chou fell
followed a pattern that was repeated throughout Chinese
history. People who led a nomadic, or wandering, life in the
northern steppe land would invade settled agricultural
communities to solve periodic food shortages. Theflict
between theomads and settled farmers has been a continuing
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feature of Chinese history. Settled Chinese called the nomads
"barbarians,” a term applied to all peoples of -@mnese
culture up to the 20th century.

During the Eastern Chou eratr replaced bronze for tools
and weapons. The use of iron led to an increase in agricultural
output, growth of the population, and warfare among the states.
By the 4th century BC there were seven states that made up the
dynasic kingdom. In 256 BC the proes of those states
assumed the title of king, stopped paying homage to the Chou
king, and continued to fight for supremacy. The strongest of the
seven states was Ch'in.

The disruption caused by this prolonged warfare had a
number of longrange consequeas. One was the rise of a new
social group, the scholars (shi). They were forerunners of the
scholarofficials of the Chinese Empire, who became the most
influential group in China. In the Later Chou period, however,
they wee a relatively small group dearned people. Often
wandering from state to state in search of permanent
employment, the shi worked as tutors to the children of feudal
princes and as advisers to various state governments. The most
famous of these scholarbhi was Confucius.

TheChéin Dynasty

After nearly 900 years, the Chou Dynasty came to an end
when the state of Ch'in, the strongest of the seven surviving
states, unified China and established the first empire in 221 BC.

58



J. Parnell McCarter

The Ch'in empire did notabt long, but it left two ending
legacies: the name China and the idea and structure of the
empire. This heritage outlasted the Ch'in Dynasty itself by more
than 2,000 years.

The first Ch'in emperor was called Ch'in Shih Huang Ti. The
title of emperomas used for the first time f@hinese history to
set the Ch'in ruler apaads the ruler of the unified lahfifom
the kings, the heads of the earlier, smaller states. The
construction of massive palaces and the ceremony of the court
further enhanced the per of the emperor by inspignawe in
the people.

A centralized bureaucracy replaced the old feudal system.
The empire was divided into provinces and counties, which
were governed by centrally appointed governors and
magistrates. The former ruling fame$ who had inherited their
places in the aristocracy were uprooted and forced to live in the
capital of Xianyang. Other centralizing policies included census
taking and standardization of the writing system and weights
and measures.

The Ch'in army condited massive military campaigrto
complete the unification of the empire and expand its territory.
The Ch'in empire stretched from the Mongolian plateau in the
north to Vietnam in the south. As with rulers before and after
him, the first emperor was preaupied with defending his
terrtory against northern nomads. After waging several
successful campaigns, the emperor ordered the building of the
wall of "ten thousand Ii" (a li is a Chinese unit of distance) to
protect the empire. This task involved conmegthe separate
walls that wee built by former northern states to form the
famous Great Wall. The Ten Thousand Li Wall, as it is known
in China, is 1,500 miles long, from 15 to 50 feet high, and from
15 to 25 feet wide. Although closely linked with thest ruler
of the Ch'in Empirethe wall as it stands today dates mainly
from the later Ming Dynasty.
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Ch'in Shih Huang Ti's harsh rule provoked much opposition.
The emperor feared the scholars most. He had them rounded up
and put them to death or $¢ghem into exile. Many wennto
hiding. Moreover, all books, except technical ones, were
confiscated and burned. In the last years of his life, Ch'in Shih
Huang Ti became fearful of threats on his life and lived in
complete secrecy. He also became olegksgith obtaining
immortality. He died in 210 BC in Shandong Province, far from
the capital of Xianyang, during one of his long quests to find
the elixir of life.

The Ch'in empire disintegrated rapidly after the death of the
first emperor. The legitimateeir was killed in a palacaetrigue,
and a less able prince was put on the throne. Conditions
worsened throughout the empire. In 209 BC, rebellions erupted
all over China. Two men had the largest following. Hsiang Yu
was a general of aristocratic backgnd; Liu Pang was a minor
official from a peasant family. By 206 BC rebels had subdued
the Ch'in army and destroyed the capital. The struggle between
Hsiang Yu and Liu Pang continued for the next four years,
however, until Liu Pang emerged as the victor202 BC.
Taking the title of Kho Tsu, High Progenitor, he established the
Han Dynasty.

The Han Dynasty

The fourcenturylong Han rule preserved many features of
the Ch'in imperial system, such as the administrative division
of the country and the central bureaucracy. But the Hiansru
lifted the Ch'in ban on philosophical and historical writings.
Han Kao Bu called for the services of men of talent, not only
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to restore the destroyed classics but to serve as officials in the
government. From that time, the Chinese Empire was gayerne
by a body of officials theoretically selected on merit. Such a
practice hasfew parallels elsewhere at this early date in
mankindds history.

In 124 BC, during the reign of Wu Ti, an imperial university
was set up for the study of Confucian classice Thiversity
recruited talented students, and the state supported them.
Startng with 50 when the university first opened, the number
of governmensupported students reached 30,000 by the end of
the Han Dynasty. Emperor Wu also established Confucianism
asthe official doctrine of the state. This designation lasted until
the end othe Chinese Empire.

The Early Han faced two major difficulties: invasions by the
barbarian Huns and the influence of the imperial consort
families. In the Han Dynasty, the Hufiexown as Hsiungu
by the Chinese) threatened the expanding Chinese Efrgme
the north. Starting in Wu Ti's reign, costly, almost centang
campaigns had to be carried out to establish Chinese
sovereignty along the northern and northwestern bariéus
Ti also waged aggressive campaigns to incorporate northern
Korea in 108BC and northern Annam in 111 BC into the Han
empire.

The Early Han's other difficulty started soon after the first
emperor's death. The widowed Empress Lu dominated politics
and almost succeeded in taking the throne for her family.
Thereafter, families fothe empresses exerted great political
influence. In AD 9 Wang Mang, a nephew of the empress,
seized the throne and founded a new dynasty of Hsin.

Wang Mang's overambitious ogfm program alienated him
from the landlords. At the same time the peasalgappointed
with Wang's inability to push through the reform, rose in
rebellion. In AD 17 a rebel group in Shandong painted their
faces red (hence their name, Red Eyebrows) ataptad
religious symbols, a practice later repeated by peasants who
rebelledin times of extreme difficulty. Wang Mang's force was
defeated, and he was killed in AD 23.
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The new ruler who restored peace and order was a member
of the house of Han, the omgl Liu family. His title was Kuang
Wu Ti, "Shining Martial Emperor," from Bt 25 to 57. During
the Later Han, which lasted another 200 years, a concerted but
unsuccessful effort was made to restore the glory of the former
Han.

During all of this time from the Hsia Dynasty to the Han
Dynasty the world of the Chinese and the st was almost
completely separate from the worldtoits WeStEa st i s Ea
and West is West, andFoaeuwkrr t he
of human history that has been theea

But centuries later a man by the name of Marco Polo would
begin to dramatically change that relationship. But before we
get to that, we first must resume our journey in the West.

y . Y
i R \:-;\x,}\\Qt,.‘ ™~
07 T B RSN SRS
2

62



CHAPTERh&: |I-Adoopeans

TheHamitic civilizatons of Sumerigegypt and Phoenicia had
existed for centuries and the venerable races of the Fertile
Valley were getting old and tired. Their doom was sealed when

an energetic and motivated people confronted them with vigor.
We call thispeople the Inddcuropeans, because it conquered

not only Europe but also made itself the ruling class in the
country which is now known as India. They were among the
descendants of Noaho6és son Jap
following the Great Flood.

The posterity of Japéth early on divided into two major
bodies. One of these comprised the ancestors of the Indians and
Persians, whereas the second was the aggregate of those tribes
which afterwards composed the nations of Europe. The name
Japheth is foundchiancient literaire as lapetos, the legendary
father of the Greeks, and lyapeti, the reputed ancestor of the
Aryans in India. In the Indian account of the Flood, Noah is
known as Satyaurata, who had three sons, the eldest of whom
was named lyapeti. Thuhe word "IndeEuropean” well sums
up most of the Japhethites. (Just as an aside, modernists must
think it an incredible coiridence that these peoples from
around the world all have an account of a Flood that destoyed
almost all humanitybut that theythink never tookplace! But
back to our story.)

These Japhethites were white Caucasions, the very root word
of 6Japhethd alluding to thei
language which is regarded as the common ancestor of all
European tongues with theaption of Hungaan and Finnish
and the Basque dialects of Northern Spain.
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A number of them had been living along the shores of the
Caspian Sea for centuries. But one day they had packed their
tents and they had wandered forth in search of a new home.
Some of them had oved into the mountains of Central Asia
and for centuries they had lived among the peaks which
surround the plateau of Iran. That is why we call them Aryans.
Others had followed the setting sun and they had taken
possession of the plainEBurope as | shitell you when | give
you the story of Greece and Rome.

The Persian Conquest

For the moment we must follow the Aryans. Under the
leadership of Zarathustra (or Zoroastewho was their great
teacher many of them had left their mountain homes to fwllo
the swiftly flowing Indus river on its way to the sea.

]
|

Others had preferred to stay among the hills of western Asia
and there they had founded the hatlependent communities
of the Medes and the Persians, two peoples whose names we
have copiedrbm the old Greek histoflgooks. In the seventh
century beforehe birth of Christ, the Medes had established a
kingdom of their own called Media, but this perished when
Cyrus, the chief of a clan known as the Anshan, made himself
king of all the Persianribes and started upon a career of
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conguest which soon made hamd his children the undisputed
masters of the whole of western Asia and of Egypt. Jhaphet
truly was enlarged!

Indeed, with such energy did these Iftlaropean Persians
push their triumphantampaigns in the west that they soon
found themselves in serisulifficulties with certain other Indo
European tribes which centuries before had moved into Europe
and had taken possession of the Greek peninsula and the islands
of the A£gean Sea.
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These difficulties led to the three famous wars between
Greece ad Persia during which King Darius and King Xerxes
of Persia invaded the northern part of the peninsula. They
ravaged the lands of the Greeks and tried very hard to get a
foothold upon the Eupean continent.

But in this they did not succeed. The navyAtliens proved
unconquerableBy cutting off the lines of supplies of the
Persian armies, the Greek sailargariably forced the Asiatic
rulers to return to their base.

It was the first enaanter between Asia, the ancient teacher,
and Europe, the younghd eager pupil. A great many of the
other chapters of this book will tell you how the struggle
between east and west has continued until this very day.

The People of the Agean Sea
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When Henrich Schliemann was a little boy his father told
him the storyof Troy. He liked that story better than anything
else he had ever heard and he made up his mind, that as soon as
he was big enough to leave home, he would travel to Greece
andiifind Troy.0 That he was the son of a poor country parson
in a Mecklenburg vikhge did not bother him. He knew that he
would needmoney,but he decided to gather a fortune first and
do the digging afterwards. As a matter of fact, he managed to
get a large fortune withia very short time, and as soon as he
had enough money to equim &xpedition, he went to the
northwest corner of Asia Minor, where he supposed that Troy
had been situated.

In that particular nook of old Asia Minor stood a high mound
covered with grain &lds. According to tradition it had been the
home of Priamus the&ing of Troy. Schliemann, whose
enthusiasm was somewhat greater than his knowledge, wasted
no time in preliminary explorations. At once he began to dig.
And he dug with such zeal and suchexpéhat his trench went
straight through the heart of the cityrfwhich he was looking
and carried him to the ruins of another buried town which was
at least a thousand years older than the Troy of which Homer
had written. Then something very interestingcurred. If
Schliemann had found a few polished stone hammeds a
perhaps a few pieces of crude pottery, no one would have been
surprised. Instead of discovering such objects, which people
had generally associated with the prehistoric men who had lived
in these regions before the coming of the Greeks, Schliemann
found beautiful statuettes and very costly jewelry and
ornamented vases of a pattern that was unknown to the Greeks.
He ventured the suggestion that fully ten centuries before the
great Trojan warthe coast of the /Egean had been inhabited by
a mysterious racef men who in many ways had been the
superiors of the wild Greek tribes who had invaded their
country and had destroyed their civilization or absorbed it until
it had lost all trace of origitigdy. And this proved to be the case.

In the 1870s, Schliemaruisited the ruins of Mycenae, ruins
which were so old that Romajuidebooksmarveled at their
antiquity. There again, beneath the flat slabs of stone of a small
round enclosure, Schliemann mstioled upon a wonderful
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treasuretrove, which had been left bekiilby those mysterious
people who had covered the Greek coast with their cities and
who had built walls, so big and so heavy and so strong, that the
Greeks called them the work of the Titaimgge goedike giants

of Greek mythology who in very olden dayadhused to play

ball with mountain peaks.

A very careful study of these many relics has done away with
some of the romantic features of the story. The makers of these
early works of art andhe builders of these strong fortresses
were no sorcerers, bubple sailors and traders. They had lived
in Crete, and on the many small islands ofAbgean Sea. They
had been hardy mariners and they had turned the Agean into a
center of commerce for thexchange of goods between the
highly civilized east and the sidy developing wilderness of
the European mainland.

For more than a thousand years they had maintained an
island empire which had developed a very high form of art.
Indeed their most impownt city, Cnhossus, on the northern
coast of Crete, had been ealy modern in its insistence upon
hygiene and comfort. The palace had been prombdined,
and the houses had been provided with stoves and the Cnossians
had perhaps been the first peomlentake a daily use of the
hitherto unknown bathtub. The paladetioeir King had been
famous for its winding staircases and its large banqueting hall.
The cellars underneath this palace, where the wine and the grain
and the oliveoil were stored, had beeso vast and had so
greatly impressed the first Greek visitofsatt they had given
rise to the story of thAlabyrinthp the name which we give to
a structure with so many complicated passages that it is almost
impossible to find our way out, once the fraoor has closed
upon our frightened selves.

But what finally became of this great A£gean Empire and
what caused its sudden downfall, thaahnottell.

The Cretans were familiar with the art of writing, but no one
has yet been able to decipher thascriptions. Their history
therefore is unknowto us. We have to reconstruct the record
of their adventures from the ruins which the A£geans have left
behind. These ruins make it clear that the A£gean world was
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suddenly conquered by a less civilized ratecw had recently
come from the plains of nortire Europe. Unless we are very
much mistaken, the savages who were responsible for the
destruction of the Cretan and the Agean civilization were none
other than certain tribes of wandering shepherds who Isad ju
taken possession of the rocky peninsula betwthe Adriatic

and the AEgean seas and who are known to us as Greeks.

The Greeks

The Pyramids were centuries old and were beginning to
show the first signs of decay, and Hammurabi, the wise king of
Babylon, had been dead and buried several centuriegehs
when a small tribe of shepherds left their homes along the banks
of the River Danube and wandered southward in search of fresh
pastures. They called themselves Hellenes, after Hellen, the son
of Deucalon and Pyrrha. According to the accounts Greeks
passed down from generation to generation, these were the only
two human beings who had escaped the great flood, which
countless years before had destroyed all the people of the world,
when they had grown swicked that they disgusted Zeus, the
mi ghtdy, 66 gsoho | i ved on Mount Oly
know them as Noah and his wifeut in any caseit is but
another confirmation of the worldwide Flood, which scattered
peoples across the globe retain in thaacounts of their
histories.

Of these early Heenes we know little. We do know that the
Greeks trace themselves back to Japetos in their tradition, a
name which without doubt is the same as Japheth.
Signifidapat bgneanigirsreek.ot does have

a meaning, however, in Hebrew, in wltc h i t means
referring to the complexion of those so named. The Greeks
were IndeEur opeans, j ust l' i ke thei |

many miles away.

Thucydides, the historian of the fall of Athengsdribing
his earliest ancestors, said that tlied i d n ot amount
muchp and this was probably true. They were very ll
mannered. They lived like pigs and threw the bodies of their
enemies to the wild dogs who guarded their sheep. They had
very little respect for other people's rights, and thidedk the
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natives of the Greek peninsula (who were called the Pelasgians)
and stole their farms and took their cattle and made their wives
and daughters slaves and wrote endless songs praising the
courage othe clan of the Achaeans, who had led the Hadleni
advanceguard into the mountains of Thessaly and the
Peloponnesus.

But here and there, on the tops of high rocks, they saw the
castles of the Ageans and those they did not attack for they
feared the metadwords and the spears of the /Agean soldiers
and knew that they could not hope to defeat them with their
clumsy stone axes.

For many centuries they continued to wander from valley to
valley and from mountain side to mountain side Then the whole
of the lard had been occupied and the migration had come t
end.

That moment was the beginning of Greek civilization. The
Greek farmer, living within sight of the Agean colonies, was
finally driven by curiosity to visit his haughty neighbors. He
discovered thdte could learn many useful things from the men
who dwelt behind the high stone walls of Mycenee, and Tiryns.
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He was a clever pupil. Within a short tiple mastered the
art of handling those strange iron weapons which the Ageans
had brought from Bablgn and from Thebes. He came to
understand the ysteries of navigation. He began to build little
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boats for his own use. In short order he would erect the great
Greek civilization.
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And when he had |leaedeverything the Ageans could teach
him he turned upon his teachers and drove them back to their
islands. Soon afterwards he ventured forth upon the sea and
conquered all the cities of the A£gean. Finafiythe fifteenth
century before our era he plerédand ravaged Cnossus and
became the undisputed rulers of Greece, of the A£gean and of
the coastal regions of Asia Minor. Troy, the last great
commercial stronghold of the older civilization, was destroyed
in the eleventh century BC. European history weabegin in

all seriousness.

We modern people | ove OWee so
pride ourselves upon the of act
country in the wor |l0odavyaanddgrop 0 S S ¢

t h e i doragggseasdtpotatoes, and we ltvéve in cities
of A maofinhabibantsand when we are dead we are buried
in the fibiggest cemetery of ¢t
A citizen of ancient Greece, could he have heard us talk,
woul d not have known what we
thing®wasthe deal of his life. Mere bulk did not impress him
at all. And this love of moderation was not merely a hollow
phrase used upon special occasions: it influenced the life of the
Greeks from the day of their birth to the hour of their death. It
was part dtheir literature and it made them build small but
perfect temples. It found expression in the clothes which the
men wore and in the rings and the bracelets of their wives. It
followed the crowds that went to the theater and made them
hoot down any playvight who dared to sin against the iron law
of good taste or good sense.
The Greeks even insisted upon this quality in their
politicians and in their most popular athletes. When a powerful
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runner came to Sparta and boasted that he could stand longer on
one foot than any other man in Hellas the people drove him
from the city because he prided himself upon an
accomplishment at which he could be beaten by any common
goosefiThat is all very welb you will say,fiand no doubt it is

a great virtue to care souch for moderation and perfection,

but why should the Greeks have been the only people to develop
this quality in olden timesf~or an answer | shall point to the
way in which the Greeks lived.

The people of Egypt or Mesopotamia had been the
A s u bgokacnysserious political ruler who lived miles and
miles away in a dark palace and who was rarely seen by the
masses of the population. This was the general pattern of
Hamitic cultures. The Greeke n t he ot her hand,
citizen® of a hundred indeend& t | i t @ thedargéstdf t i e s
which counted fewer inhabitants than a large modern village.
When a peasant who lived in Ur said that he was a Babylonian
he meant that he was one of millions of other people who paid
tribute to the king who at thatarticular moment happened to
be master of western Asia. But when a Greek said proudly that
he was an Athenian or a Theban he spoke of a small town,
which was both his home and his countgnd which
recognized no master but the will of the people in the
markeplace. This was the more general pattern of Japhetic
cultures. And as we shall see, it does much to explain their
success over the Hamitic cultures over time.

To the Greek, his fatherland was the place where he was
born; where he had spent his emsiyears playing hide and
seek amidst the forbidden rocks of the Acropolis; where he had
grown into manhood with a thousand other boys and girls,
whose nicknames were as familiar to him as those of your own
schoolmates. His Fatherland was the holy sbgrghis father
and mother lay buried. It was the small house within the high
city-walls where his wife and children lived in safety. It was a
complete world which covered no more than four or five acres
of rocky land. Don't you see how these surroundmgsthave
influenced a man in everything he did and said and thought?
The people of Babylon and Assyria and Egypt had been part of
a vast mob. They had been lost in the multitude. The Greek on
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the other hand had never lost touch with his immediate
surroundhgs.He never ceased to be part of a little town where
everybody knew everyone else. He felt that his intelligent
neighbors were watching him. Whatever he did, whether he
wrote plays or made statues out of marble or composed songs,
he remembered that héfforts were going to be judged by all
the freeborn citizens of hisiometownwho knew about such
things. This knowledge forced him to strive after perfection,
and perfection, as he had been taught from childhood, was not
possible without moderation.

In this hard school, the Greeks learned to excel in many
things. They created new forms of government and new forms
of literature and new ideals in art. They performed these
miracles in little villages that covered less ground than four or
five modern city bbcks.

And look, what finally happened!

In the fourth century before our era, Alexander of Macedonia
conquered the world. As soon as he had done with fighting,
Alexander decided that he must bestow the benefits of the true
Greek genius upon all mainkl. He took it away from the little
cities and the little villages and tried to make it blossom and
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bear fruit amidst the vast royal residences of his newly acquired
Empire. But the Greeks, removed from the familiar sight of
their own temples, removed frothewell-known sounds and
smells of their own crooked streets, at once lost the cheerful joy
and the marvelous sense of moderation which had inspired the
work of their hands and brains while they labored for the glory
of their old citystates. They becanchep artisans, content
with seconerate work. The day the little cigtates of old
Hellas lost their independence and were forced to become part
of a big nation, the old Greek spirit died. And to a great extent
it has been dead ever since.

Greek Sdi-Gowernment

In the beginning, all the Greeks had been equally rich and
equally poor. Every man had owned a certain number of cows
and sheep. His mddut had been his castle. He had been free
to come and go as he wished. Whenever it was necessary to
discus matters of public importance, all the citizens had
gathered in thenarketplaceOne of the older men of the village
was elected chairman and it was his duty to see that everybody
had a chance to express his views. In case of war, a particularly
enegetic and selconfident villager was chosen commander
in-chief, but the same people who had voluntarily given this
man the right to be their leader, claimed an equal right to
deprive him of his job, once the danger had been averted.

But gradually the Wiagehad grown into a city. Some people
had worked hard and others had been lazy. A few had been
through difficult times and still others had been just plain
dishonest in dealing with their neighbors and had gathered
wealth. As a result, the city no longsorsisted of a number of
men who were equally wedlff. On the contrary it was
inhabited by a small class of very rich people and a large class
of very poor ones.

There had been another change. The old commamnder
chief who had been willingly recogmid asfiheadman or
fKingo because he knew how to lead his men to victory, had
disappeared from the scene. His place had been taken by the
noblesi a class of rich people who during the course of time
had got hold of a large share of the farms and estates.
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These nobles enjoyed many advantages over the common
crowd of freemen. They were able to buy the best weapons
which were to be found on the market of the eastern
Mediterranean. They had much spare time in which they could
practice the art of fighting. ®y lived in strongly built houses
and they could hire soldiers to fight for them. They were
constantly quarrelling among each other to decide who should
rule the city. The victorious nobleman then assumed a sort of
Kingship over all his neighbors and gowed he town until he
in turn was killed or driven away by still another ambitious
nobleman.

Such a King, by the grace of his soldiers, was called a
fiTyrand and during the seventh and sixth centuries before
Christbés advent eveeryledByseahk c |
Tyrants, many of whom, by the way, happened to be
exceedingly capable men. But in the long run, this state of
affairs became unbearable. Theteapts were made to bring
about reforms and out of these reforms grew a democratic
government.

It was early in the seventh century that the people of Athens
decided to do some housecleaning and give the large number of
freemen once more a voice in thevgrnment as they were
supposed to have had in the days of their Achaean ancestors.
They asked a an by the name of Draco to provide them with
a set of laws that would protect the poor against the aggressions
of the rich. Draco set to work. Unfortunatelile was a
professional lawyer and very much out of touch with ordinary
life. In his eyes a crime vgaa crime and when he had finished
his code, the people of Athens discovered that these Draconian
laws were so severe that they could not possibly be put into
effect. There would not have been rope enough to hang all the
criminals under their new systemjafisprudence which made
the stealing of an apple a capital offence.
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The Athenians looked about for a more humane reformer. At
last they foundsomeonevho could do that sort of thing better
than anybody else. His name was Solon. He belonged toe nobl
family and he had travelled all over the world and had studied
the forms of government of many other countries. After a
careful study of the subject, Soloawg Athens a set of laws
which bore testimony to that principle of moderation which was
part of he Greek character. He tried to improve the condition
of the peasant without however destroying the prosperity of the
nobles who were (or rather who could béyuch great service
to the state as soldiers. To protect the poorer classes against
abuse on th part of the judges (who were always elected from
the class of the nobles because they received no salary) Solon
made a provision whereby a citizen with aegence had the
right to state his case before a jury of thirty of his fellow
Athenians.

Most important of all, Solon forced the average freeman to
take a direct and personal interest in the affairs of the city. No
longer could he stay at home and 8aly, | am too busy today
orfit is raining and | had better stay indoorde was expected
to do hs share; to be at the meeting of the town council; and
carry part of the responsibility for the safety and the prosperity
of the state.

This government by thBdemos) the people, was often far
from successful. There was too much idle talk. Theree t®
many hateful and spiteful scenes between rivals for official
honor. But it taught the Greek people sgifivernment and that
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was a very good thing. And this very practice of allowing some
degree of seljovernment, and dispersing power among more
people,has been one key to the success of Japhetic societies
over theearliercivilized Hamitic societies. By allowing more
selfgovernment of territories conquered, and dispersing power
to more people, conquered peoples were more willing to remain
part d an unbrella empire. It was fanore humane and fairer
than having one mamften autocratic and despctiule a vast
territory with little accountability.

Greek Life

But how, you will ask, did the ancient Greeks have time to
look after their fanilies and their business if they were forever
running to themarketplaceo discuss affairs of state? In this
chapter | shall tell you.

In all matters of government, the Greek democracy
recognized only one class of citizehsthe freemen. Every
Greek ciy was composed of a small number of free born
citizens, a large number of slayeand a sprinkling of
foreigners.

At rare intervals (usually during a war, when men were
needed for the army) the Greeks showed themselves willing to
confer the rights of tizenship upon thefbarbariang as they
called the foreigners. But this was an exception. Citizenship
was a matter of birth. You were an Athenian because your
father and your grandfather had been Athenians before you. But
however great your merits as adea ora soldier, if you were
born of norAthenian parents, you remainedfareignen until
the end of time.

The Greek city, therefore, whenever it was not ruled by a
king or a tyrant, was run by and for the freemen, and this would
not have been posseiwithaut a large army of slaves who
outnumbered the free citizens at the rate of six or five to one
and who performed those tasks to which we modern people
must devote most of our time and energy if we wish to provide
for our families and pay the rent ofir apatments. The slaves
did all the cooking and baking and candlestick making of the
entire city. They were the tailors and the carpenters and the
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jewelers and the schoet#achers and the bookkeepers and they
tended the store and looked after the factehile the master
went to the public meeting to discuss questions of war and
peace or visited the theater to see the latest play of Aschylus or
hear a discussion of the revolutionary ideas of Euripides, who
had dared to express certain doubts upon thepmtane of
the great 6godb6 Zeus.

Indeed, ancient Athens resembled a modern club. All the
freeborn citizens were hereditary members and all the slaves
were hereditaryservants andvaited upon the needs of their
masters. It was very pleasant to be a mambf he
organization.

But when we talk about slaves. we do not mean the sort of
people about whom you have read in the pagégotle Tom's
Cabino It is true that the position of those slaves who tilled the
fields was a very unpleasant one, but theragefreeman who
had come down in the world and who had been obliged to hire
himself out as a farm hand led just as miserable a life. In the
cities, furthermore, many of the slaves were more prosperous
than the poorer classes of the freemen. For thek&raeho
loved moderation in all things, did not like to treat their slaves
after the fashion which afterward was so common in Rome,
where a slave had as few rights as an engine in a modern factory
and could be thrown to the wild animals upon the smallest
pretext.

The Greeks accepted slavery as a necessary institution,
without which no city could possibly become the home of a
truly civilized people they thought.

The slaves also took care of those tasks which nowadays are
performed by théusinessmeandthe prdessional men. As for
those household duties which take up so much of the time of
your mother and which worry your father when he comes home
from his office, the Greeks had reduced such duties to the
smallest possible minimum by living amidst sumdings of
extreme simplicity.

To begin with, their homes were very plain. Even the rich
nobles spent their lives in a sort of adobe barn, which lacked all
the comforts which a modern workman expects as his natural
right. A Greek home consisted of four Ngaanda roof. There
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was a door which led into the street but there were no windows.
The kitchen, the living rooms and the sleeping quarters were
built around an open courtyard in which there was a small
fountain, or a statue and a few plants to makeak Ibright.
Within this courtyard the family lived when it did not rain or
when it was not too cold. In one corner of the yard the cook
(who was a slave) prepared the meal and in another corner, the
teacher (who was also a slave) taught the children phe &l
gamma and the tables of multiplication. And in still another
corner the lady of the house, who rarely left her domain (since
it was not considered good form for a married woman to be seen
on the street too often) was repairing her husband'swithat

her seamstresses (who were slaves,) and in the little office, right
off the door, the master was inspecting the accounts which the
overseer of his farm (who was a slave) had just brought to him.

When dinner was ready the family came together but the
meal was a very simple one and did not take much time. The
Greeks seem to have regarded eating as an unavoidable evil and
not a pastime, which kills many dreary hours and eventually
kills many dreary people. They lived on bread and on wine, with
a little meat ad some green vegetables. They drank water only
when nothing else was available because they did not think it
very healthy. They loved to call on each other for dinner, but
our idea of a festive meal, where everybody is supposed to eat
much more thams god for him, would have disgusted them.
They came together at the table for the purpose of a good talk
and a good glass of wine and water, but as they were moderate
people they despised those who drank too much.

The same simplicity which prevailéathedining room also
dominated their choice of clothes. They liked to be clean and
well groomed, to have their hair and beards neatly cut, to feel
their bodies strong with the exercise and the swimming of the
gymnasium, but they never followed the Agidashon which
prescribed loud colors and strange patterns. They wore a long
white coat and they managed to look as smart as a modern
Italian officer in his long blue cape.

They loved to see their wives wearnamentsbut they
thought it very vulgard disphy their wealth (or their wives) in
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public and whenever the women left their home they were as
inconspicuous as possible.

In short, the story of Greek life is a story not only of
moderation but also of simplicityiThingsp chairs and tables
and oks awl houses and carriages, are apt to take up a great
deal of their owner's time. In the end they invariably make him
their slave and his hours are spent looking after their wants,
keeping them polished and brushed and painted. The Greeks,
before everthing dse, wanted to b&freepboth in mind and in
body. That they might maintain their liberty, and be truly free
in spirit, they reduced their daily needs to the lowest possible
point.

The Greek Theater

At a very early stage of their history theeBks had begun
to collect the poems, which had been written in honor of their
brave ancestors who had driven the Pelasgians out of Hellas and
had destroyed the power of Troy. These poems were recited in
public andeverybody came to listen to them. But theater did
not grow out of these recited heroic tales. It had such a curious
origin that I must tell you something about it.

The Greeks had always been fond of parades. Every year
they held solemnprocessns i n honor of Diony
the wne. As everybody in Greece drank wine (the Greeks
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thought water only useful for the purpose of swimming and
sailing) this particular divinity was quite popular.

And because the false whged was supposed toé in the
vineyards, amidst a merry mob®atyrs (strange creatures who
were half man and half goat), the crowd that joined the
procession used to wear gakins and to hebaw like real
bily-goat s. The Gr eek oaodrthe Greekr g
wordf or s i n g éThe singer iiho mehmised like a
goat ther ef or e-oidodsrgaaksindereahdita At
is this strange name which developed into the modern word
fiTragedy) which means in the theatrical sense a piece with an
unhappy endig, just as Comedy (which really means the
singing of somethingicomo® or gay) is the name given to a
play which ends happily.

But how, you will ask, did this noisy chorus of
masqueraders, stamping around like wild goats, ever develop
into the tragedies which have filled the theaters of the wWorld
almost two thousand years?

The connecting link between the gaatger and
Shale speareds Hamlet is really v
in a moment.

The singing chorus attracted large crowds of spectators who
stood along the side of the road adadghed. But soon this
business of trebawing grew tiresome and the Greeks thought
dullness an evil only comparable to ugliness or sickness. They
asked for something more entertaining. Then an inventive
young poet from the village of Icaria in Attica hipon a new
idea which proved a tremendous success. He made one of the
members of thegoatchorus step forward and engage in
conversation with the leader of the musicians who marched at
the head of the parade playing upon their pipes of Pan. This
individud was allowed to step out of line. He waved his arms
and gesticulated while he spokkdt is to say h@actea while
the others merely stood by and sang) and he asked a lot of
questions, which the bandmaster answered according to the roll
of papyrus upomwhich the poet had written down these answers
before the show began.
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This rough andeady conversation the dialogué which
told the story of Dionysos or one of the other false gods of
Greek myth, became at once popular with the crowd.
Henceforth everpionysian procession had &acted scene
and very soon thBactingd was considered ame important
than the procession and the rmakhing.

/AEschylus, the most successful offlagediand who wrote
no less than eighty plays during his long lifeo(fr 526 to 455
B.C.) made a bold step when he introducedfiaaor®instead
of one. Ageneration later Sophocles increased the number of
actors to three. When Euripides began to write his terrible
tragedies in the middle of the fifth century, B.C., he was
allowed as many actors as he liked and when Aristophanes
wrote those comedies in whide poked fun at everybody and
everything, including the false gods of Mount Olympus, the
chorus had been reduced to the role of mersthgders who
were lined up behph the principal performers and who sang
At his i s aowhie ithe hdro irhe foegrdurd
commi tted a crime against the

To accommodate this new form of dramatic entertainment,
soon every Greek city owned a theater, cut dtihe rock of a
nearby hill. The spectators sat upon wooden benches and faced
a wide drcle. Upon this halcircle, which was the stage, the
actors and the chorus took their stand. Behind them there was a
tent where they made up with large clay masks whidttheir
faces and which showed the spectators whether the actors were
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supposed tbe happy and smiling or unhappy and weeping. The
Greek word for tent isisken® and that is the reason why we
tal k of da&ohteestige.cenery

When once the tragedhad become part of Greek life, a new
play became as important an event as an eleciuwh a
successful playwright was received with greater honors than
those bestowed upon a general who had just returned from a
famous victory. But God in His wisdom dietprovide or
approve of this form of entertainment for His people, which
typically degenerated into immorality and promoted lies, so the
early Christian Church which came into contact with Greek
culture condemned the Greek dramas.
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The Greeks had learned the art of trgdiom the A£geansvho

had been the pupils of the Phoenicians. They had founded
colonies after the Phoenician pattern. They had even improved
upon the Phoenician methods by a more general us®idy

in dealing with foreign customers. In the sixth cen®u§. they

had established themselves firmly along the coast of Asia Minor
and they were taking away trade from the Phoenicians at a fast
rate. This the Phoenicians of course did not like bey there

not strong enough to risk a war with their Greek caigrs.

They sat and waited, nor did they wait in vain.

In a former chapter, | have told you how a humble tribe of
Persian shepherds had suddenly gone upon the warpath and had
conquered the gater part of western Asia. The Persians were
too civilized to plunder their new subjects. They contented
themselves wit a yearly tribute, allowing more self
government of their territoriethe pattern of Japhetic conquest,
as we have already noted. Whhany reached the coast of Asia
Minor, they insisted that the Greek colonies of Lydia recognize
the Persian Kings as their overds and pay them a stipulated
tax. The Greek colonies objected. The Persians insisted. Then
the Greek colonies appealed to Hmme country and the stage
was set foa quarrel.

For if the truth be told, the Persian Kings regarded the Greek
city-states as very dangerous political institutions and bad
examples for all other people who were supposed to be the
patient slaves of theighty Persian Kings.

Of course, te Greeks enjoyed a certain degree of safety
because their country lay hidden beyond the deep waters of the
AEgean.

The Persian Fleet is Destroyed Near Mount Athos
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But here their old enemies, the Phoenicians, stefgpedrd
with offers of help and advice® the Persians. If the Persian
King would provide the soldiers, the Phoenicians would
guarantee to deliver the necessary ships to carry them to
Europe. It was the year 492 before the birth of Christ, and Asia
made rady to destroy the rising power of Bpe.

As a final warning the King of Persia sent messengers to the
Greeks asking forfiearth and watér as a token of their
submission. The Greeks promptly threw the messengers into
the nearest well where they woulddi bothfiearth and watér
in large abuadance. Thereafter, of course, peace was
impossible.

But when the Phoenician fleet carrying the Persian troops
was near Mount Athos, the fleet was destroyed by a terrible
hurricane and the Persians were all drowned.

The Battle of Marathon

Two yeardater they returned. This time they sailed straight
across the ZAgean Sea and landed near the village of Marathon.
As soon as the Athenians hednis, they sent their army of ten
thousand men to guard the hills thatrreunded the
Marathonian plain. At thesametime, they dispatched a fast
runner to Sparta to ask for help. But Sparta was envious of the
fame of Athens and refused to come to her assistance. The other
Greek cities followed her example with the exceptiortirof
Plataea which sent a thousand nmeDn the twelfth of
September of the year 490 B.C., Miltiades, the Athenian
commander, threw this little army against the hordes of the
Persians. The Greeks broke through the Persian barrage of
arrows and their spearsaused terrible havoc among the
disoganized Asiatic troops who had never been called upon to
resist such an enemy.

That night the people of Athens watched the sky grow red
with the flames of burning ships. Anxiously they waited for
news. At last a lite cloud of dust appeared upon thed dlaat
led to the North. It was Pheidippides, the runner. He stumbled
and gasped for his end was near. Only a few days before had he
returned from his errand to Sparta. He had hastened to join
Miltiades. That morningéhad taken part in the attack anetat
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he had volunteered to carry the news of victory to his beloved
city. The people saw him fall and they rushed forward to
support himfiwe have worghe whispered and then he died, a
glorious death which made him eadiof all men.

As for the Persianghey tried, after this defeat, to land near
Athens but they found the coast guarded and disappeared, and
once more the land of Hellas was at peace.

Eight years they waited and during this time the Greeks were
not idle. They knew that a final attack waslie expected but
they did not agree upon the best way to avert the danger. Some
people wanted to increase the army. Others said that a strong
fleet was necessary for success. The two parties led by Aristides
(for thearmy) and Themistocles (the leadetttud biggemavy
men) fought each other bitterly and nothing was done until
Aristides was exiled. Then Themistocles had his chance and he
built all the ships he could and turned the Piraeus into a strong
naval base.

In the year 481 B.C. a tremendous Persiemy appeared in
Thessaly, a province of northern Greece. In this hour of danger,
Sparta, the great military city of Greece, was elected
commandein-chief. But the Spartans cared little what
happened to northern Gee provided their own country was
not invaded. They neglected to fortify the passes that led into
Greece.

Thermopylae

A small detachment of Spartans under Leonidas had been
told to guard the narrow road between the high mountains and
the sea which corected Thessaly with the southern pnoces.
Leonidas obeyed his orders. He fought and held the pass with
unequalled bravery. But a traitor by the name of Ephialtes who
knew the little byways of Malis guided a regiment of Persians
through the hills and madit possible for them to attack
Leonidas in the rear. Near the Warm Wéllthe Thermopylae
i a terrible battle was fought. When night came Leonidas and
his faithful soldiers lay dead under the corpses of their enemies.

But the pass had been lost ane gineater part of Greece fell
into the hands of the Persians. They marched upon Athens,
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threw the garrison from the rocks of the Acropolis and burned
the city. The people fled to the Island of Salamis. All seemed
lost. But on the 20th of September of tleay480 Themistocles
forced the Persiafleet to give battle within the narrow straits
which separated the Island of Salamis from the mainland and
within a few hours he destroyed three quarters of the Persian
ships.
In this way the victory of Thermopyla@ame to naught.

The Persians Brn Athens

Xerxes was forced to retire. The next year, so he decreed,
would bring a final decision. He took his troops to Thessaly and
there he waited for spring.

But this time the Spartans understood the seri@ssakthe
hour. They left the safe siter of the wall which they had built
across the isthmus of Corinth and under the leadership of
Pausanias they marched against Mardonius the Persian general.
The united Greeks (some one hundred thousand men from a
dozen different cities) attacked the threendred thousand men
of the enemy near Plataea. Once more the heavy Greek infantry
broke through the Persian barrage of arrows. The Persians were
defeated, as they had been at Marathon, and this time they left
for goad. By a strange providence, the sarag that the Greek
armies won their victory near Plataea, the Athenian ships
destroyed the enemy's fleet near Cape Mycale in Asia Minor.

Thus did the first encounter between Asia and Europe end.
Athens had covered tesif with glory and Sparta had fought
bravely and well. If these two cities had been able to come to
an agreement, if they had been willing to forget their little
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jealousies,ltey might have become the leaders of a strong and
united Hellas.

But alas, thg allowed the hour of victory and enthusiasm to
slip by, and the same opportunity never returned.
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CHAPTER tlhlemsAp&rta i n
Pel oponnesian War s

Athensand Sparta were both Greek cities and their people
spoke a common language. In eveither respect they were
different. Athens rose high from the plain. It was a city exposed
to the fresh breezes from the sea, willing to lookhatworld

with the eyes of a happy child. Sparta, on the other hand, was
built at the bottom of a deep vallegnd used the surrounding
mountains as a barrier against foreign thought. Athens was a
city of busy trade. Sparta was an armed camp where people
were soldiers for the sake of being soldiers. The people of
Athens loved to sit in the sun and discuss poettigtan to the
words of a philosopher. The Spartans, on the other hand, never
wrote a single line that was considered literature, but they knew
how to fight, they liked to fight, and they sacrificed all human
emotions to their ideal of military preparedses

No wonder that these somber Spartans viewed the success of
Athens with malicious hate. The energy which the defence of
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the common homedd developed in Athens was now used for
purposes of a more peaceful nature. The Acropolis was rebuilt
and was rade into a marble shrine to the false goddess Athena.
Pericles, the leader of the Athenian democracy, sent far and
wide to find famous sculptorand painters and scientists to
make the city more beautiful and the young Athenians more
worthy of their homeAt the samdime, he kept a watchful eye

on Sparta and built high walls which connected Athens with the
sea and made her the strongest fortrésisad day.

An insignificant quarrel between two little Greek cities led
to the final conflict. For thirty yars the war between Athens
and Sparta continued. It ended in a terrible disaster for Athens.

During the third year of the war the plague hateesd the
city. More than half of the people and Pericles, the great leader,
had been killed. The plague wasldaved by a period of bad
and untrustworthy leadership. A brilliant young fellow by the
name of Alcibiades had gained the favor of the popular
asembly. He suggested a raid upon the Spartan colony of
Syracuse in Sicily. An expedition waquippedand eveything
was ready. But Alcibiades got mixed up in a street brawl and
was forced to flee. The general who succeeded him was a
bungler.First, he lost his shipsand then he lost his army, and
the few surviving Athenians were thrown into the stone
quarries ofSyracuse, where they died from hunger and thirst.
The expedition had killed all the young men of Athens. The city
was doomed. After a long sieghe town surrendered in April
of the year 404. The high walls were demolished. The navy was
taken away by th&partans.

Athens ceased to exist as the center of the great colonial
empire which it had conquered during the days of its prosperity.
But that wonderful desire to learn and to know and to
investigate which had distinguished her free citizens during the
days of greatness and prosperity did not perish with the walls
and the ships. It continued to live. It became even more brilliant,
albeit pagan andlarkened without the revelation of God.
Athens no longer shaped the destinies of the land of Greece. But
now, as the home of the first great university the city began to
influence the minds of intelligent people far beyond the narrow
frontiers of Hellas.
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Whenthe Acheaeans had left their homes along the banks of the
Dantbe to look for pastures new, they had spent some time
among the mountains of Macedonia. Ever since, the Greeks had
maintained certain more or less formal relations with the people
of this northen country. The Macedonians from their side had
kept themselv@well informed about conditions in Greece.

Now it happened, just when Sparta and Athens had finished
their disastrous war for the leadership of Hellas, that Macedonia
was ruled by an extraomhrily clever man by the name of
Philip. He admired the Greepirit in letters and art but he
despised the Greek lack of setintrol in political affairs. It
irritated him to see a perfectly good people waste its men and
money upon fruitless quarrels. $e settled the difficulty by
making himself the master ofl &reece and then he asked his
new subjects to join him on a voyage which he meant to pay to
Persia in return for the visit which Xerxes had paid the Greeks
one hundred and fifty years before.

Unfortunately Philip was murdered before he could start
uponthis wellprepared expedition. The task of avenging the
destruction of Athens was left to Philip's son Alexander, the
beloved pupil of Aristotle, wisest (in pagan terms) of all Greek
teachers.
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Alexander bade farewell to Europe in the spring ofytkar
334 B.C. Seven years later he reached India. In the meantime
he had destroyed Phoenicia, the old rival of the Greek
merchants. He had conquered Egypt and had been worshipped
by the people othe Nile valley as the son and heir of the
Pharaohs. He hadefeated the last Persian kifighe had
overthrown the Persian empire and he had given orders to
rebuild Babyloni he had led his troops into the heart of the
Himalayan mountains and had madee tentire world a
Macedonian province and dependency. Therstbpped and
announced even more ambitious plans.

The newly formed Empire must be brought under the
influence of the Greek mind. The people must be taught the
Greek languagé they must live incities built after a Greek
model. The Alexandrian soldier nawrnedschoolmasterThe
military camps of yesterday became the peaceful centers of the
newly imported Greek civilization. Higher and higher did the
flood of Greek manners and Greek customs viseen suddenly
Alexander was stricken with a fever and diedhe old palace
of King Hammurabi of Babylon in the year 323 B.C.
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Then the waters receded. But they left behind the fertile clay
of a higher civilization and Alexander, with all his childish
ambitions and his silly vanities, had performed a mosiaide
service. His Empire did not long survive him. A number of
ambitiousgenerals divided the territory among themselves. But
they too remained faithful to the dream of a great world
brotherhood of Greek and Asiatic ideas and knowledge.

They maintainedheir independence until the Romans added
western Asia and Egypt tiheir other domains. The strange
inheritance of this Hellenistic civilization (part Greek, part
Persian, part Egyptian and Babylonian) fell to the Roman
conquerors. During the followingeaturies, it got such a firm
hold upon the Roman world, that we fésl influence in our
own lives this very day. Furthermore, God used all of this to
prepare a more universal langudg&reeki by which His
gospel could be more readily spread sevaratined years later.
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Thusfar, from the top of our high tower we have been looking
primarily eastward. But from this time on, | must take you to
study primarily the western landscape.

Before we do this though, let us stapnoment and make
clear to ourselves what vimve seen.

First of all, | showed you Adam, who rebelled against God
and plunged all his posterity into sin and death. Yet there was
the promise of a coming Christ who would save men from this
misery andredeem a people and ultimately the world to
Himself.

Then came the period before the Flood lasting a few
thousand years when most men disobeyed God to an increasing
extent. But we saw that there remained a faithful few like
Enoch and Noah who trusted anceged Him.

Then | told you about the Floodnd how God destroyed all
mankind in it, except Noah and his family.

| then rehearsed the great civilizations like Mesopotamia and
Egypt and Phoenicia that came
especially deseeled from Ham. | explained how they were
exceedingly rich and powerful but also exceedingly immoral.

Then | showed you Goddés <cove
and how through him blessings were to flow to all humanity,
especially through the promised Chnsho would descend
from him. We considereddtime of the Hebrews in Egypt and
their deliverance from bondage under Moses. We looked at the
period when the Hebrews were ruled by judges and then by
great kings like David and Solomon. We saw how Israelesi
and was humbled through captivity. Bwe saw how the
prophet Daniel prophesied that in a fourth kingdom of iron
would arise the eternal kingdom of the Christ.
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Then | explained how people and civilizations radiated ever
further outward, both to Chanin the Far East and to Greece in
the West. | showed how knowledge and science came to
Greece by way of the little island bridges of the A£gean Sea.

Next | told you of an Indduropean tribe, called the
Hellenes, who years before had left the heart siiAand who
had in the eleventh century B.aushed their way into the rocky
peninsula of Greece and who, since then, have been known to
us as the Greeks. And | told you the story of the little Greek
cities that were really states, where the civilizatibald Egypt
and Asia was transfigured (that a big word, but you can
fifigure oub what it means) into something quite new.

When you look at the magou will see how by this time
civilization has moved. It begins in Mesopotamia. From there it
has radited westward to Egypt, and by way of the Afgea
Islands it moves further west until it reaches the European
continent.Also, from Mesopotamia it has radiated eastward to
China and other Eastern civilizations.

From its movement westward ultimately arisese
victorious Roman Empire. During the RomBmpire arises a
kingdom which shall never end. Though humble in its
beginnings, the kingdom of Christ overpowers even the mighty
pagan Roman Empire. This Roman Empire is

Christianized, a nedmptidh spreads 6 s
throughout the world, jusas Jesus Christ had promised.
Although it is to meet with much opposition along the way, yet
its ultimate triumph is assured.

I know all this sounds very complicated, but if you get hold
of these few princigs, the rest of our history will become a
great deal simpler. The maps will make clear what the words
fail to tell. And after this short intermission, we go back to our
storyand give you an account of the famous war between
Carthage and Rome.
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The little Phoenician trading post @arthagestood on a low

hill which overlooked the African Sea, a stretch of water ninety
miles wide whichseparates Africa from Europe. It was an ideal
spot for a commercial center. Aimdeb ideal. It grew too fast
and became too rich. Whan the sixth century before our era,
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon destroyed Tyre, Carthage broke
off all further relatios with the Mother Country and became an
independent staté the great western adveepost of the
Hamitic race.

Unfortunatelythe city had inherited many of the traits which
for a thousand years had been characteristic of the Phoenicians.
It was a vastbusinesshouse, protected by a strong navy,
indifferent to most of the finer aspgsf life. The city and the
surrounding country and the distant colonies were all ruled by
a small but exceedingly powerful group of rich men, typical of
most Hamitic rule p to this time. The Greek word for rich is
fiplouto® and the Greeks called suchgavernment byfrich
merD a fiPlutocracydo Carthage was a plutocracy and the real
power of the state lay in the hands of a dozen bigaWipers
and mineowners and merchantgho met in the back room of
an office and regarded their common Fatherland asindsas
enterprise which ought to yield them a decent profit. They were
however wide awake and full of energy and worked very hard.
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Carthage

As the years went by the influence of Carthage upon her
neighbors increased until the greater part ofAfrecan coast,
Spain and certain regions of France were Carthaginian
possessions, and paid tribute, taxes and dividends to the mighty
city on the Afrcan Sea.

Of course, such Bplutocracy was forever at the mercy of
the crowd. As long as there was gieaf work and wages were
high, the majority of the citizens were quite contented, allowed
their fibetter® to rule them and asked no embarrassing
guegions. But when no ships left the harbor, when no ore was
brought to the smeltingvens, when dockworkersand
stevedores were thrown out of employment, then there were
grumblings and there was a demand that the popular assembly
be called together as in tb&len days when Carthage had been
a selfgoverning republic with somewhat less autocratic
tendencies.
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Spheres of Influence

To prevent such an occurrence the plutocracy was obliged to
keep the business of the town going at full speed. They had
maraged to do this very successfully for almost five hundred
years when they were greatly disturbed by cemramors which
reached them from the western coast of Italy. It was said that a
little village on the banks of the Tiber had suddenly risen to
great mpwer and was making itself the acknowledged leader of
all the Latin tribes who inhabited central Italywlias also said
that this village, which by the way was called Rome, intended
to build ships and go after the commerce of Sicily and the
southern coagif France.

Carthage could not possibly tolerate such competition. The
young rival must be destroyed téke Carthaginian rulers lose
their prestige as the absolute rulers of the western
Mediterranean. The rumors were duly investigated and in a
generalay these were the facts that came to light.

The west coast of Italy had long been neglected by
civilization. Whereas in Greece all the good harbors faced
eastward and enjoyed a full view of the busy islands of the
/Egean, the west coast of Italy conteatgt nothing more
exciting than the desolate waves of the Mediterranean. The
country was poor. It was thefore rarely visited by foreign
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merchants and the natives were allowed to live in undisturbed
possession of their hills and their marshy plains.

How the City of Rome Happened

The first serious invasion of this land came from the north.
At an unknown di, certain IndeEuropean tribes had managed
to find their way through the passes of the Alps and had pushed
southward until they had filled the Heand the toe of the
famous Italian boot with their villages and their flocks. Of these
early conquerors wienow nothing. No Homer sang their glory.
Their own accounts of the foundation of Rome (written eight
hundred years later when the little city haddrae the center
of an Empire) are fairy stories and do not belong in a history.
Romulus and Remus jumping rass each other's walls (I
always forget who jumped across whose wall) make
entertaining reading, but the foundation of the City of Rome
was a muchmore prosaic affair. Rome began as a thousand
American cities have done, by being a convenient place for
bater and horsé¢rading. It lay in the heart of the plains of
central Italy. The Tiber provided direct access to the sea. The
land-road from north tosouth found here a convenient ford
which could be used all the year around. And seven little hills
along thébanks of the river offered the inhabitants a safe shelter
against their enemies who lived in the mountains and those who
lived beyond the horizonf the nearby sea.

The mountaineers were called the Sabines. They were a
rough crowd with an unholy desifer easy plunder. But they
were very backward. They used stone axes and wooden shields
and were no match for the Romans with their steel swords. The
seapeople on the other hand were dangerous foes. They were
called the Etruscans and they were (and s&)l ane of the great
mysteries of history. Nobody knew (or knows) whence they
came; who they were; what had driven them away from their
original hones. We have found the remains of their cities and
their cemeteries and their waterworks all along the fiacast.

We are familiar with their inscriptions. But as no one has ever
been able to decipher the Etruscan alphabet, these written
messages are, &, merely annoying and not at all useful.
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Our best guess is that the Etruscans came originally from
Asia Minor and that a great war or a pestilence in that country
had forced them to go away and seek a new home elsewhere.
Whatever the reason for the&ioming, the Etruscans played a
great rble in history. They carried the pollen of the ancient
civilization from the east to the west and they taught the
Romans who, as we know, came from the north, the first
principles of architecture and strdmtilding and fighting and
art and cookery and medicine and astronomy.

But just as the Greeks had not loved their Aegeachers,
in this same way did the Romans hate their Etruscan masters.
They got rid of them as soon as tlweyld,and the opportunity
offered iself when Greek merchants discovered the
commercial possibilities of Italy and when the first Greek
vesselsreached Rome. The Greeks came to trade, but they
stayed to instruct. They found the tribes who inhabited the
Roman countryside(and who were calledhe Latins) quite
willing to learn such things as might be of practical use. At once
they understood the gaebenefit that could be derived from a
written alphabet and they copied that of the Greeks. They also
understood the commercial advantages of al-wegulated
system of coins and measures and weights. Eventually the
Romans swallowed Greek civilization Hgdine and sinker.

They even welcomed the false gods and pagan religion of
the Greeks to their country. Zeus was taken to Rome where he
became kawn as Jupiter and the other divinities followed him.
The Roman 6godsd howeveheerfuiever
cousins who had accompanied the Greeks on their road through
i fe and t hrough history. Th
functionaries. Each oneanaged his own department with great
prudence and a deep sense of justice, but in turn he was exact
in demauling the obedience of his worshippers. This obedience
the Romans rendered with scrupulous care. But they never
established the cordial personal tielas which had existed
between the old Hellenes and the mighty residents of the high
Olympian peak.

The Romans did not imitate the Greek form of government
but, being of the saméhdo-Europeanstock as the people of
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Hellas, the early history of Rome essbles that of Athens and
the other Greek cities. They did not find it difficult to get rid of
their kings,the descendants of the ancient tribal chieftains. But
once the kings had been driven from the city, the Romans were
forced to bridle the power of ¢hnobles, and it took many
centuries before they managed to establish a system which gave
every free citizerof Rome a chance to take a personal interest
in the affairs of his town.

Thereafter the Romans enjoyed one great advantage over the
Greeks. Theymanaged the affairs of their country without
making too many speeches. They were less imaginative than the
Greeks and they preferred an ounce of action to a pound of
words. They understood the tendency of the multitude (the
fiplebed as the assemblage oéé citizens was called) only too
well to waste valuable time upon mere talk. They therefore
placed the actudusiness of running the city into the hands of
two ficonsul® who were assisted by a council of Elders, called
the Senate (because the wisénex means an old man). As a
matter of custom and practical advantage the senators were
elected from the nobilt But their power had been strictly
defined.

Rome at one time had passed through the same sort of
struggle between the poor and the rich whiathfloaced Athens
to adopt the laws of Draco and Solon. In Rome this conflict had
occurred in the fifth centyrB. C. As a resujtthe freemen had
obtained a written code of laws which protected them against
the despotism of the aristocratic judges by tlséitution of the
fiTribuned These Tribunes were ciyagistrates, elected by
the freemen. They had the rigiat protect any citizen against
those actions of the government officials which were thought to
be unjust. A consul had the right to condemn a roathetath,
but if the case had not been absolutely proved the Tribune could
interfere and save the poor fellewife.

But when | use the word Rome, | seem to refer to a little city
of a few thousand inhabitants. And the real strength of Rome
lay in the caintry districts outside her walls. And it was in the
government of these outlying provinces that Rome ataaly
age showed her wonderful gift as a colonizing power.
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In very early times Rome had been the only strongly fortified
city in central Italy, bt it had always offered a hospitable
refuge to other Latin tribes who happened to be in danger of
attack. Tte Latin neighbors had recognized the advantages of a
close union with such a powerful friend and they had tried to
find a basis for some sort of @efsive and offensive alliance.
Other nations, Egyptians, Babylonians, Phoenicians, even
Greeks, would haveasisted upon a treaty of submission on the
part of thefbarbariang) but the Romans did nothing of the sort.
They gave thdioutsided a chance to lm®me partners in a
commonfres publicéi or commonwealth.

fiYou want to join ug) they saidfiVery well, go ahead and
join. We shall treat you as if you were filkdged citizens of
Rome. In return for this privilege we expect you to fight for our
city, the mother of us all, whenever it shall be necessarie
floutsided appreciated this generosity and hieowed his
gratitude by his unswerving loyalty. It was a brilliant and
successful way in which to expand, and as we have noted a
number of times Were, it is due in large measure to this method
of governance that Japhetic peoples like the Romans ended up
overcoming and conquering the civilizations of the Hamitic
peoples.

Whenever a Greek city had been attacked, the foreign
residents had moved out guickly as they could. Why defend
something which meant nothing to them but a temporary
boarding house invhich they were tolerated as long as they
paid their bills? But when the enemy was before the gates of
Rome, all the Latins rushed to her defenteds their Mother
who was in danger. It was their trileomed even if they lived
a hundred miles away andhdh never seen the walls of the
0sacred hill so.

No defeat and no disaster could change this sentiment. In the
beginning of the fourth centuy.C. the wild Gauls forced their
way into Italy. They had defeated the Roman army near the
River Allia and had ma&hed upon the city. They had taken
Rome and then they expected that the people would come and
sue for peace. ®Hy waited, but nothing happened. After a short
time, the Gauls found themselves surrounded by a hostile
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population which made it impossible fdhem to obtain
supplies. After seven months, hunger forced them to withdraw.
The policy of Rome to treat thi#oreigneo on equal terms had
proved a great success and Rome stood stronger than ever
before.

This short account of the early history of Rorhewss you
the enormous difference between the Roman ideal of a healthy
state, and that of the ancient world whweas embodied in the
town of Carthage. The Romans counted upon the cheerful and
hearty ceoperation between a nhumberfefqual citizens The
Cathaginians, following the example of Egypt and western
Asia, insisted upon the unreasoning (and therefore Lingyil
obedience offiSubject® and when these failedhey hired
professional soldiers to do their fighting for them.

You will now understand toy Carthage was bound to fear
such a clever and powerful enemy and why the plutocracy of
Carthage was only tooilling to pick a quarrel that they might
destroy the dangerous rival before it was too late.

But the Carthaginians, being golbdsinessmerknew that it
never pays to rush matters. They proposed to the Romans that
their respective cities draw two circles the map and that each
town claim one of these circles as her dgwphere of influenae
and promise to keep out of the other fellow's cird@ée
agreement was promptly made and was broken just as promptly
when both sides thought it wise to send themias to Sicily
where a rich soil and a bad government invited foreign
interference.

The war which followed (the scalled first Punic War)
lasted twentyfour years. It was fought out on the high seas and
in the beginningit seemed that the experienc€drthaginian
navy would defeat the newly created Roman fleet. Following
their ancient tactics, the Carthaginian ships would either ram
the enemg vessels or by a bold attack from the side they would
break their oars and would then kill the sailors of talpless
vessel with their arrows and with fire balls. But Roman
engineers invented a new craft which carried a boarding bridge
across which th&oman infantrymen stormed the hostile ship.
Then there was a sudden end to Carthaginian victories. At the
battle of Mylae their fleet was badly defeated. Carthage was
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obliged to sue for peace, and Sicily became part of the Roman
domains.

Twenty-three yess later new trouble arose. Rome (in quest
of copper) had taken the island of Sardinia. Carthage (in quest
of silver) thereupon occupied all of southern Spain. This made
Carthage a direct neighbor of the Romans. The latter did not
like this at all and thegrdered their troops to cross the Pyrenees
and watch the Carthaginian army of occupation.

The stage was sebif the second outbreak between the two
rivals. Once more a Greek colony was the pretext for a war. The
Carthaginians were besieging Saguntumtlos east coast of
Spain. The Saguntians appealed to Rome and Rome, as usual,
was willing to help. The Senate pnesed the help of the Latin
armies, but the preparation for this expedition took some time,
and meanwhile Saguntum had been taken and had been
destroyed. This had been done in direct opposition to the will
of Rome. The Senate decided upon war. One Ronmay \&as
to cross the African sea and make a landing on Carthaginian
soil. A second division was to keep the Carthaginian armies
occupied in Spaito prevent them from rushing to the aid of the
hometown It was an excellerglan,and everybody expected a
great victory. But God had decided otherwise.
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Hannibal Crosses the Alps

It was the fall of the year 218 before the birth of Christ and
theRoman army which was to attack the Carthaginians in Spain
had left Italy. People were eagerly waiting for news of an easy
and complete victory when a terrible rumor began to spread
through the plain of the Po. Wild mountaineers, their lips
trembling withfear, told of hundreds of thousands of brown
men accompanied by strange bed®ach one as big as a
housep who had suddenly emerged from the clouds of snow
which surrounded the old Graigass. Soon an endless stream
of bedraggled refugees appeared ketbe gates of Rome, with
more complete details.

Hannibal, the son of Hamilcar, with fifty thousand soldiers,
nine thousand horsemen and thisgven fighting elephants,
had crossed thPyrenees. He had defeated the Roman army of
Scipio on the banksf the Rhone and he had guided his army
safely across the mountain passes of the Alps although it was
October and the roads were thickly covered with snow and ice.
Then he had joined forcegth the Gauls and together they had
defeated a second Roman arjugt before they crossed the
Trebia and laid siege to Placentia, the northern terminus of the
road which connected Rome with the province of the Alpine
districts.
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The Senate, surped but calm and energetic as usual,
hushed up the news of thesenyalefeats and sent two fresh
armies to stop the invader. Hannibal managed to surprise these
troops on a narrow road along the shores of the Trasimene Lake
and there he killed all the Romafiicers and most of their men.
This time there was a panic amahg people of Rome, but the
Senate kept its nerve. A third army wagganized,and the
command was given to Quintus Fabius Maximus with full
power to acfias was necessary to save the siate.

Fabius knew that he must be very careful lest all be lost. His
raw and untrained men, the last available soldiers, were no
match for Hannibal's veterans. He refused to accept battle but
forever he followed Hannibal, destroyed everything eatable,
destryed the roads, attacked small detachments and generally
weakened lte morale of the Carthaginian troops by a most
distressing and annoying form of guerilla warfare.

Hannibal and the C. E. F.

Such methods however did not satisfy the fearsome crowds
who had found safety behind the walls of Rome. They wanted
fiactiono Something must be done and must be done quickly. A
popular hero by the name of Varro, the sort of man who went
about the city telling everybody how much better he could do

109



LET ME TELL YOU THE REAL STORY OF MANKIND

things than slow a Fabius, thefiDelayerp was made
commandein-chief by popular adamation. At the battle of
Cannae (216) he suffered the most terrible defeat of Roman
history. More than seventy thousand men were killed. Hannibal
was master of all Italy.

He marched from one end of the peniasto the other,
proclaiming himself thédeliverer from the yoke of Roroand
asking the different provinces to join him in warfare upon the
mother city. Then once more the wisdom of Rome bore noble
fruit. With the exceptions of Capua and Syracuse, ath&o
cities remained loyal. Hannibal, thelaverer, found himself
opposed by the people whose friend he pretended to be. He was
far away from home and did not like the situation. He sent
messengers to Carthage to ask for fresh supplies and new men.
Alas, Carthage could not send him either.

The Romans with their boardingridges, were the masters
of the sea. Hannibal must help himself as best he could. He
continued to defeat the Roman armies that were sent out against
him, but his own numbers were decregsiapidly, and the
Italian peasants hekloof from this seHappointedideliverero

After many years of uninterrupted victories, Hannibal found
himself besieged in the country which he had just conquered.
For a moment, the situation seemed to turn.dHdsal, his
brother, had defeated the Ramarmies in Spain. He had
crossed the Alps to come to Hannibal's assistance. He sent
messengers to the south to tell of his arrival and ask the other
army to meet him in the plain of the Tib&mfortunately,the
messengers fell into the hands of the Rosnand Hannibal
waited in vain for further news until his brother's head, neatly
packed in a basket, came rolling into his camp and told him of
the fate of the last of the Carthaginian troops.

With Hasdrubal out fathe way, young Publius Scipio easily
reconguered Spain and four years later the Romans were ready
for a final attack upon Carthage. Hannibal was called back. He
crossed the African Sea and tried to organize the defences of his
homecity. In the year 202at the battle of Zama, the
Carthaginians ere defeated. Hannibal fled to Tyre. From there
he went to Asia Minor to stir up the Syrians and the
Macedonians against Rome. He accomplished very little but his
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activities among these Asiatic powers gave the Rmman
excuse to carry their warfare intoet territory of the east and
annex the greater part of the A£gean world.

The Death of Hannibal

Driven from one city to another, a fugitive without a home,
Hannibal at last knew that the end of amabitious dream had
come. His beloved city of Carthagadchbeen ruined by the war.
She had been forced to sign a terrible peace. Her navy had been
sunk. She had been forbidden to make war without Roman
permission. She had been condemned to pay the Romans
millions of dollars for endless less years to come. Gifa n d e r
the suno offered no hope of a
the year 190 B.C. Hannibal took poison and killed himself.
And so we have the lesson-eeforced that our hope must
ultimately reside in Christ and not in the things of this world.

Forty years later, the Romans forced their last war upon
Carthage. Three long years the inhabitants of the old Phoenician
colony held out against the power of the new republic. Hunger
forced them tosurrender. The few men and women who had
survived the sige were sold as slaves. The city was set on fire.
For two whole weeks thstorehouseand the palaces and the
great arsenal burned. Then a terrible curse was pronounced
upon the blackened ruins arftetRoman legions returned to
Italy to enjoy their victoy.

For the next thousand years, the Mediterranean remained a
European sea. But as soon as the Roman Empire had been
destroyed, Asia made another attempt to dominate this great
inland sea, as you Wikarn when | tell you about Mohammed.
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God had planned the Roman Empire from all eternity,
especially as a vehicle to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ
throughout much of the world. The RamEmpire prepared the
excellent roads and the safe sea lines by which thisshoss

so readily and widely transported.

But in sheer human terms, the Roman Empire was an
accident . It just Ahappened. 0
or cutthroat evegot up and saidFriends, Romans, Citizens,
we must found an Empire. Follow mead together we shall
conquer all the land from the Gates of Hercules to Mount
Tauruso

Rome produced famous generals and equally distinguished
statesmen and cthiroats, andRoman armies fought all over
the world. But the Roman empireaking was done \thout a
human preconceived plan. The average Roman was a very
matterof-fact citizen. He disliked theories about government.
When someone began to redieastward the coursé Roman
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Empire, etc., etm,he hastily left the forum. He just continued

to talke more and more land because circumstances forced him
to do so. He was not driven by ambition or by greed. Both by
nature and inclination he was a farmer and wanted to stay at
home. But when he was attacked he was obliged to defend
himself and when the emg happened to cross the sea to ask
for aid in a distant country then the patient Roman marched
many dreary miles to defeat this dangerous foe and when this
had been accomplisd, he stayed behind to administer his
newly conquered provinces lest they falto the hands of
wandering Barbarians and become themselves a menace to
Roman safety. It sounds rather complicated and yet to the
contemporaries it was so very simple, as gball see in a
moment.

In the year 203 B.C. Scipio had crossed the AfricanaBea
had carried the war into Africa. Carthage had called Hannibal
back. Badly supported by his mercenaries, Hannibal had been
defeated near Zama. The Romans had asked fauhignder
and Hannibal had fled to get aid from the kings of Macedonia
and Syriaas | told you in my last chapter.

The rulers of these two countries (remnants of the Empire of
Alexander the Great) just then were contemplating an
expedition against EgypThey hoped to divide the rich Nile
valley between themselves. The king of Eigyad heard of this
and he had asked Rome to come to his support. The stage was
set for a number of highly interesting plots ammlinterplots
But the Romans, with their lack ionagination, rang the curtain
down before the play had been fairly startedeill thegions
completely defeated the heavy Greek phalanx which was still
used by the Macedonians as their battle formation. That
happened in the year 197 B.C. at the battl¢han plains of
Cy no s c e p bogd Heads,io centidl Thessaly.

The Romandten marched southward to Attica and informed
theGr eeks t hat tddieeytheldellenesdcromiee t o
Macedonian yoke.The Greeks, having learned nothing in their
years of semislavery, used their new freedom in a most
unfortunate way. All the lité city-states once more began to
quarrel with each other as they had done in the good old days.
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The Romans, who had little understanding and less love for
these sillybickerings of a race which they rather despised,
showed great forbearance. But tiringd ¢hese endless
dissensions they lost patience, invade@d&ge, burned down
Cor i n teilcoufagedhe dther Greékand sent a Roman
governor to Athens to rule thisrtwlent province. In this way,
Macedonia and Greece became buffer states which prbtecte
Rome's eastern frontier.

Meanwhile right across the Hellespont lay the Kingdom of
Syria, and Antiochus 11, who ruled that vast land. Antiochus
had shown great eaghess when his distinguished guest,
General Hannibal, explained to him how easy it Mdue to
invade Italy and sack the city of Rome.

Lucius Scipio, a brother of Scipio the African fighter who
had defeated Hannibal and his Carthaginians at Zama, was se
to Asia Minor. He destroyed the armies of the Syrian king near
Magnesia (in the yedr90 B.C.) Shortly afterwards, Antiochus
was lynched by his own people. Asia Minor became a Roman
protectorate and the small GiBepublic of Rome was mistress
of most d the lands which bordered upon the Mediterranean.

When the Roman armies returned nfrothese many
victorious campaigns, they were received with great jubilation.
Alas and alack! this sudden glory did not make the country any
happier. On the contrary. Tleadless campaigns had ruined the
farmers who had been obliged to do the hard workrnopiee
making. It had placed too much power in the hands of the
successful generals (and their private friends) who had used the
war as an excuse for wholesale robbery.

The old Roman Republic had been proud of the simplicity
which had charactexed the lves of her famous men. The new
Republic felt ashamed of the shabby coats and the high
principles which had been fashionable in the days of its
grandfathers. It became land of rich people ruled by rich
people for the benefit of rich people. As such it wasmed to
disastrous failure, as | shall now tell you.
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Within less than a century and a half, Rome had become the
mistress of practically all the larzdlound the Mediterranean. In
those early days of histagrg prisoner of war lost his freedom
andbecame a slave. The Roman regarded war as a very serious
business and he showed no mercy to a conquered foe. After the
fall of Carthage, the Carthaginian womand children were
sold into bondage together with their own slaves. And a like
fate awaited thebstinate inhabitants of Greece and Macedonia
and Spain and Syria when they dared to revolt against the
Roman power.

Two thousand years ago a slave was igeaepiece of
machinery. Nowadays a rich man invests his money in
factories. The rich people ofoRe (senators, generals and war
profiteers) invested theirs in land and in slaves. The land they
bought or took in theewly acquiregrovinces. The slaves the
bought in open market wherever they happened to be cheapest.
During most of the third and seabrcenturies before Christ
there was a plentiful supply, and as a result the landowners
worked their slaves until they dropped dead in their tracks,
when they bught new ones at the nearest bargaianter of
Corinthian or Carthaginian captives.

And now kehold the situation of the freeborn farmer!

He had done his duty toward Rome and he had fought her
battles without complaint. But when he came home after ten
fifteen or twenty years, his lands were covered with weeds and
his family had been ruined. Blaé was a strong man and willing
to begin life anew. He sowed and planted and waited for the
harvest. He carried his grain to the market together with his
cattle and his poultry, to find that the large landowners who
worked their estates with slaves coultbarbid him all along
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the line. For a couple ofears,he tried to hold his own. Then

he gave up in despair. He left the country and he went to the
nearest cit. In the city he was as hungry as he had been before
on the land. But he shared his misery witbhusands of other
disinherited beings. They crouched together in filthy hovels in
the suburbs of the large cities. They were apt to get sick and die
from terible epidemics. They were all profoundly
discontented. They had fought for their country and was
their reward. They were always willing to listen to those
plausible spellbinderswho gather around a public grievance
like so many hungry vultures, andospthey became a grave
menace to the safety of the state.

But the class of theewly richshrugged it s Weroul ¢
have our army andur policemergt h e y athegwillkeep A
the mob in orded And they hid themselves behind the high
walls of theirpleasant villas and cultivated their gardens and
read the poems of a certain Homer which a Gségake had just
translated into very pleasing Latin hexameters.

In a few families however the old tradition of unselfish
service to the Commonwealth contidu€ornelia, the daughter
of Scipio Africanus, had been married to a Roman by the name
of Gracchg. She had two sons, Tiberius and Gaius. When the
boys grewup, they entered politics and tried to bring about
certain muchneeded reforms. A census had shokat most of
the land of the Italian peninsula was owned by two thousand
noble families. TiberiusGracchus, having been elected a
Tribune, tried to help the freemen. He revived two ancient laws
which restricted the number of acres which a single owner
might possess. In this way he hoped to revive the valuable old
class of small and independent freeless. Thenewly rich
called him a robber and an enemy of the state. There were street
riots. A party of thugs was hired to kill the popular Tribune.
Tiberius Gacchus was attacked when he entered the assembly
and was beaten to death. Ten years later bihér Gaius tried
the experiment of reforming a nation against the expressed
wishes of astrong r i vi | eged c | posrdando He
which was meant to helthe destitute farmers. Eventually it
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made the greater part of the Roman citizens into profesisio
beggars.

He established colonies of destitute people in distant parts of
the empire, but these settlements failed to attract the right sort
of people. Béore Gaius Gracchus could do more harm he too
was murdered,and his followers were either killear exiled.

The first two reformers had been gentlemen. The two who came
after were of a very different stamp. They were professional
soldiers. One was called &us. The name of the other was
Sulla. Both enjoyed a large personal following.

Sulla was théeader of the landowners. Marius, the victor in
a great battle at the foot of the Alps when the Teutons and the
Cimbri had been annihilated, was the popularohef the
disinherited freemen.

Now it happened in the year 88 B.C. that the Senate of Rome
was greatly disturbed by rumors that came from Asia.
Mithridates, king of a country along the shores of the Black Sea,
and a Greek on his mother's side, had gkerpossibility of
establishing a second Alexandrian Empire. He began his
campaign for worledlomination with the murder of all Roman
citizens who happened to be in Asia Minoren, women and
children. Such an act, of course, meant war. The Senate
equippedan army to march against the King of Pontus and
punish him for his crime. But who was to be comiherin-
chief? ASullap said the Senatefbecause he is Consuil.
fiMarius o said the mobiibecause he has been Consul five times
and because he is the champodour rightso

Possession is nine points of the law. Sulla happened to be in
actual command ofthe army. He went west to defeat
Mithridates and Marius fled to Africa. There he waited until he
heard that Sulla had crossed into Asia. He then returnéalyo |
gathered a motley crew of malcontents, marched on Rome and
entered the city with his profeisnal highwaymen, spent five
days and five nights, slaughtering the enemies of the Senatorial
party, got himself elected Consul and promptly died from the
exdtement of the last fortnight.
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There followed four years of disorder. Then Sulla, having
defeated Mithridates, announced that he was ready to return to
Rome and settle a few old score$isf own. He was as good as
his word. For weeks his soldiers were busy executing those of
their fellow citizens who were suspected of democratic
sympathies. One day they got hold of a young fellow who had
been often seen in the company of Marius. They \geneg to
hang him when someone interfer@@ihe boy is too younghe
said, and they let him gblis name was Julius Caesar. You shall
meet him again very shortly.

As for Sulla, he becami@Dictatorp which meant sole and
supreme ruler of all the Romangsessions. He ruled Rome for
four years, and he died quietly in his bed, having spent the last
year of his life tenderly raising his cabbages, as was the custom
of so many Romans who had spent a lifetime Kkilling their
fellowmen

But conditions did not gw better. On the contrary, they
grew worse. Another general, Gnaeus Pompeius, or Pompey, a
closefriend of Sulla, went east to renew the war against the ever
troublesome Mithridates. He drove that energetic potentate into
the mountains where Mithridates oto poison and killed
himself, well knowing what fate awaited him as a Roman
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captive. Next he restablished the authority of Rome over
Syria, destroyed Jerusalem, roamed through western Asia,
trying to revive the myth of Alexander the Great, and at last (i
the year 6 BC) returned to Rome with a dozen shigads of
defeated Kings and Princes and Gaiw all of whom were
forced to march in the triumphal procession of this enormously
popular Roman who presented his city with the sum of forty
million dollars in plunder.

It was necessary that the government of Rome be placed in
the hands of a strongan. Only a few months before, the town
had almost fallen into the hands of a gdodnothing young
aristocrat by the name of Catiline, who had gambled away hi
money and hoped to reimburse himself for his losses by a little
plundering. Cicero, a publisgrited lawyer, had discovered the
plot, had warned the Senate, and had forced Catiline to flee. But
there were other young men with simig@nbitions,and it was
no time for idle talk.

Pompey organized a triumvirate which was to take charge of
affairs. He became the leader of this Vigilante Committee.
Gaius Julius Caesar, who had made a reputation for himself as
governor of Spain, was the second in command. The third was
an indifferent sa of person by the name of Crassus. He had
been elected because hasnincredibly rich, having been a
successful contractor of war supplies. He soon went upon an
expedition against the Parthians and was killed.

As for Caesar, who was by far the ablestted three, he
decided that he needed a little more military glorpecome a
popular hero. He crossed the Alps and conquered that part of
the world which is now called France. Then he hammered a
solid wooden bridge across the Rhine and invaded the fand o
the wild TeutonsFinally, he took ship and visited England.
Who krmows where he might have ended if he had not been
forced to return to Italy? Pompey, so he was informed, had been
appointed dictator for life. This of course meant that Caesar was

tobephced on the | i stoandtheideadid fr et

not appeal to him. He remembered that he had begun life as a
follower of Marius. He decided to teach the Senators and their
fidictatoi® another lesson. He crossed the Rubicon River which
separated the province of Cisalpine Gaul from Italy.
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Everywhere he was receiyeas thefifriend of the peoplé.
Without difficulty Ceesar entered Rome and Pompey fled to
Greece. Caesar followed him andefged his followers near
Pharsalus. Pompey sailed across the Mediterranean and escaped
to Egypt. When he landete was murderedytorder of young

king Ptolemy. A few days later Caesar arrived. He found himself
caught in a trap. Both the Egyptians and tleemi&n garrison
which had remained faithful to Pompey, attacked his camp.

But Providence was on Cigar 0s
fire to the Egyptian fleet. Incidentally the sparks of the burning
vessels fell on the roof of the famous library Aléxandria,
which was just off thevaterfront and destroyed itNext, he
attacked the Egyptian army, drove the soldiers into the Nile,
drowned Ptolemy, and established a new government under
Cleopatra, the sister of the late king. Just then word reached him
that Pharnaces, the son and heir of Mithridates, had gone on the
warpath Caesar marched northward, defeated Pharnaces in a
war whichlasted five days, sent word of his victory to Rome in
the famous sentend®eni, vidi, vici0 which is Latin forfl
came, | aw, | conquered,and returned to Egypt where he fell
desperately in love with Cleopatra, who followed him to Rome
when he returrgtto take charge of the government, in the year
46 BC. He marched at the head of not less than four different
victory-paradeshaving won four different campaigns.

Then Ceesar appeared in the Senate to report upon his
adventures, anthe grateful Senateand e  diatatoio féir ten
years. It was a fatal step.

The new dictator made serious attempts to reform the Roman
state. Hanade it possible for freemen to become members of
the Senate. He conferred the rights of citizenship upon distant
communities as & been done in the early daysRoman
history. Hareigmers toneketciseeirdluerice upon
the government. He refiored the administration of the distant
provinces which certain aristocratic families had come to regard
as their private possessgrin shorthe did many things for the
good of the majority of thgpeople, but which made him
thoroughly unpopular with the ost powerful men in the state.
Half a hundred yong ar i st ocr atb savefter me c
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Republico On the Ides of March (the ffieenth of March
according to that new calendar which Caesar had brought with
him from Egypt) Ceesar was murdered when he edténe
Senate. Once more Rome was without a master.
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Empir e

There were two men who tried t@rdinue the tradition of
Caesar's glory. One was Antony, his former secretary. The other
was OctavianCeesar's grandephew and heir to his estate.
Octavian remained in Rome, but Antony went to Egypt to be
near Cleopatra with whom he too had fallen in la®seems

to have been the habit of Roman generals.

A war broke out between the two. In the battléAcotium,
Octavian defeated Antony. Antony killed himself and Cleopatra
was left alone to face the enemy. She tried very hard to make
Octavian her third Bman conquest. When she saw that she
could make no impression upon this very proud aristocrat, she
killed herself, and Egypt became a Roman province.
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As for Octavian, he was a very wise young man and he did
not repeat the mistake of his famous undie. knew how
people will shy at words. He was very modest in his demands
when he returned tBome. Hed i d not wdctatbrot o be
Hewouldbeentirgl s at i sf i ed thevilohomablé he t i
But when the Senate, a few years later, addressed &im a
Augustusi the lllustriousi he did not object and a few years
later the man in the street called him Ceesar, or Kaiser, while
the soldiers, accustomed to regard Octavian as their
Commandein-chief referred to him as the Chief, the Imperator
or Emperor.The Republic had become an Erep but the
average Roman was hardly aware of the fact.

In 14 AD his position as the Absolute Ruler of the Roman
people had become so well established that he was made an
object of that divine worship which hitherto had beeserved
fortheirfalsegodAnd hi s succ &nmEomwis wer e
the absolute rulers of the greatest empire the world had ever
seen.
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If the truth be told, the average citizen was sick and tired of
anarchy and disorder. He did not care whled him provided
the new master gave him a chance to live quietly and without
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the noise of eternal street riots. Octavian assured his subjects
forty years of peace. He had no desire to extend the frontiers of
his domains. In the year 9 AD he had contktgal an invasion

of the northwestern wilderness which was inhabited by the
Teutons. But Varrus, his general, had been killed with all his
men in the Butoburg Woods, and after that the Romans made
no further attempts to civilize these wild people.

Theyconcentrated their efforts upon the gigantic problem of
internal reform. But it was too late to do much good. Two
centuries of revolution and foreignawhad repeatedly killed
the best men among the younger generations. It had ruined the
class of the freéarmers. It had introduced slave labor, against
which no freeman could hope to compete. It had turned the
cities into beehives inhabited by pauperizead unhealthy
mobs of runaway peasants. It had created a large bureaiicracy
petty officials who were uretpaid and who were enticed to
take graft in order to buy bread and clothing for their families.
Worst of all, it had accustomed people to violence, to
bloodshedto a barbarous pleasure in the pain and suffering of
others.

Outwardly, the Roman state duy the first century of our
era was a magnificent political structure, so large that
Alexander's empire became one of its minor provinces.
Underneathhis glory there lived millions upon millions of poor
and tired human beings, toiling like ants who hbuét a nest
underneath a heavy stone. They worked for the benefit of
someone else. They shared their food with the animals of the
fields. They livedm stables. They died without hope.

It was the seven hundred and fittyird year since the
founding of Rome. Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus Augustus
was living in the palace of the Palatine Hill, busily engaged
upon the task of ruling his empire.

In a little village of distant Syria, Mary, the wife of Joseph
the Carpenter, was tending her little boy, borra stable of
Bethlehem. This is a world where God works miracles that
human wisdom could not predict. Before long, the palace and
the stable were tmeet in open combat. And the stable was to
emerge victorious.
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CHAPTERThle7 :Ever |l astir
Kingmdoof Jesus Chri.

Approximately 4,000 years since the creation of the world and
manés f all i nt o ordiwas gitoanidg upders s e «
the weight of i1ts sin, but Go
their hope in a Christa Messiah to resce them. The Old
Testament prophets had declared that the Christ would descend
from King David. He was to be born in Bethlehem.

During the intervening centuries before Christ came, the
Jews had endured many difficult times, often owing to their
own sin. Under men like Ezra and Nehemjdhe Jews had
returned to Canaan from Babylon. THayilt Jerusalem. They
were always undethe rule and authority of other, greater
political powers. But they were allowed some measure of self
government, depending updhe regime which controlled
them. They had passed through subjection to Persian, Greek,
Syrian, and finally Roman rule.

Many empires and civilizations indeed had risen and fallen
since Adam had sinned and been forced to leave Paradise. But
all duringthat time the really important everthe event that
had been promised by God that
crushed throughhe Seed of the womahad not yet occurred.

But just as had been prophesied by the prophet Daniel many
years before, during th&oman Empire an even greater
kingdom was to arise. This kingdom of the Christ would be an
everlasting kingdom. And now therte had arrived for its
establishment.

It was during the reign of Caesar Augustus in Rome and
Herod the Edomite in the region wkelesus Christ was born,
that Augustus, wishing to know the number of his subjects, so
as to regulate the taxes paid by thequered countries, to
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provide corn for the poorer Roman citizens, sent out an edict
that each person should enroll his name shhtive place, and
there pay a piece of money. Thtise Divine Power brought it
to pass, that Mary, who was about to bringHa son, should
travel with her betrothed husband to the home of their fathers,
Rachel's burial place, Bethlehem. This wadittie city where
David had once been called away from the sheepfolds. There
the stable of the ox and ass received the MastEleaven and
earth Jesus Christwhen His people considered Hinot and
shut their doors. But "unto us a Child was born, wst@ Son
was given." The very years of our calendar are marked by the
approximate year of His birth. From the Birth of ourd,aime
is counted onwards, and the years marked as A.D., Anno
Domini, Year of the Lord.

The shepherds on the hills heard #mgels sing their song
of peace on earth, good will to men. On the eighth day of His
Life on earth, that Child was circumciseand received the
Greek form of the Divine name, Jehovah the Savior. This was
the same name of Joshua who had been borne Hafaitee
Captain and by the Priest, who had led His people to their
inheritance. Thence the Desire of all nations was carriétfisto
presentation in the Temple. He was truly the Hirstn of all
creation, but He was only known to the aged Simeon and devout
Anna, as the messenger of the covenant, the Lord for whom
they had waited. To Bethlehem came the mysterious wise men
from the ast. They had been led by the star to Jerusalem, and
were there directed on by the scribes, learned in the prophecies.

Butthewi se mends inquiries had e
Herod the king the Roman Empire had installed in this region.
Herod sent fdah the savage order, that the babes of Bethlehem
should all be murdered, in hopes of cutting off the hbenn
King of the Jews.But while the mothers wept for the children
who should come again to them in a better inheritance, the Holy
One was safe in E@y, where Joseph had carried Him, by the
warning of God.

Augustus died in 17 A.D., leaving his power to $tispson
Tiberius, vhom he had adopted as his osan,and thus given
him the name of Caesar. Tiberius had not been kindly treated in
his youth, ad he was gloomy and harsh, and exceedingly
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disliked by the Romans. Under him, Pontius Pilate was made
Procurator of Judea. Pigatook up his abode in Caesarea, a city
built by Herod and his son Philip, on the coast, and named after
the emperors. Pilateesup shields with idolatrous inscriptions

in Jerusalem. But the Jews petitioned Tiberius, who ordered
them to be removed, andeite was much hatred between the
Procurator and the Jews.

The thirty years of silent bearing of the common lot of man
were nownearly over. Six months before the Messiah began to
make Himself known, His messenger, John, the Desert Priest,
began to prepandis way by preaching repentance in the spirit
and power of the great Elijah, and then baptizing in the Jordan
unto repentance.

The great purpose of the Old Covenant was accomplished
when John, having made his followers feel all the weight of
their sins against the Commandments, pointed out Him whom
he had already baptized, and
which taketh away theirs of the world!" A few faithful
Galileans followed and believed, and miracles began to testify
that here was indeed thehrist, the Prophet like to Moses,
giving bread to the hungry, eyes to the blind, feet to the lame.

Meanwhile, the Pharisees and Sackeks, their heads full of
the prophecies of greatness and deliverance, they grew more
and more enraged at every tokeattthe lowly Nazarene was
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indeed the Savior, the Hope of the whole world. Each token of
perfection, each saying too pure for them, eandoubted
miracle, only made them more furious, and for once they made
common cause together. The Passover came. Hantpda&
came to Jerusalem to observe the feast. Jerusalem saw her
King coming, meek, and riding on an ass. Amid the Hosannas
of the chidren, Jesus wept at the vengeance that He foresaw
for the favored city where He had been despised and rejected,
and whee He was Himself about to become the true Passover,
which should purchase everlasting Redemption for His elect
people.

The traitori Judas Iscariot sold Him to the Sanhedrin, or
council, in which the last words of the prophecy through the
Priesthood hé declared that one man must die for the people.
A band of Roman soldiers was obtained from Pilate to
apprehend Jesus. Meanwhile, olgssed Lord instituted the
new Passovert he Lorddés Supper. [ n
faithful disciples of Jesus Christ rember His sacrifice on
their behalf andook forward to His Second Coming and Day
of Judgment. Then Jesus went out to the garden, atheng
grey olives which still stand beside the brook Kedron, and
there, after His night of Agony, He was betrayed by a &is
Judas Iscariot.

Jesus was then dragged before the High Priest by the Roman
soldiers under an accusation of blasphemy. AsS#Hmhedrin
had not power of life and death, and such a charge would have
mattered little to a Roman, a political offencasninvented to
bring before Pilate. The procurator perceived the innocence of
the HolyOne butfeared to befriend Him because of thging
multitude. After vainly trying to shift the responsibility on
Herod Antipas, he washed his hands, to show thab# no
affair of hisown andgave the Victim up to the murderers. They
chose the most shameful death of Roman slaves, that they might
show their hatred and contempt, unwitting that each act and
each word had been foretold and foreshown in their own Law
and Prophets.

For six hours He hung on His Cross at a place called
Gol gotha (which means 6the pl ac

was dark, and awe crept on the most ignorant hearts. Then came
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the cry, "It is finished", and the work was done. The sinless,
oncefor-all-time Sacrifice had died. The price of sin was paid
on behalf Gododés chosen peopl e
rent in twan, to show that the way to the true MefSgat was
opened and the old ceremonial worship and laws were coming
to an endThe rich man buried Him while the women watched.

And when the Sabbath was over, the Tomb was broken
through, and the Firdtuits of them that slept arose. Jesus
Christ rose from the dead on the first day of the week.

Jesus Christ wondrously wisd His followers for forty days,
gave them His last charges, and then ascended into Heaven,
carrying manhood to the bosom of the Eathand Himself
being glorified sitting at the right hand of God the Father. There
Jesus Christ the very Son of God intercedes continually on
behalf of His people. Godods
the Father in prayer, in the Name of His Son.

Jesus Christdéds other great
after His ascension. On a first day of the week, on Pestfeco
while His disciples were gathered to worship, Christ gave His
people a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit, just as He had
previously promised. This same gift of the Holy Spirit was to
be a blessing for His church from then on. And on that special
occasion He revealed it would be a blessing for men of many
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nations by allowing his disciples to speak and understand the
languages of many nations.

The Christian Church

The beginning of the Christian Church is reckoned from the
great day on which theloly Ghost came down, according as
our Lord had promised to His Apostles. At that time, "Jews,
devout men, out of every nation under heaven," were gathered
together at Jerusalem, to keep the Feast of Pentecost (or Feast
of Weeks), which was one of the thrieoly seasons at which
God required His people to appear before Him in the place
which He had chosen (Deuteronomy xvi. 16). Many of these
devout men there converted by what they then saw and heard,
to believe the Gospel; and, when they returned to their o
countries, they carried back with them the news of the
wonderful things which had taken place at Jerusalem. And so
was the Christian Church founded, covenanted to Christ in a
Covenant of Grace newly administered and newly ordered.

By the coming of Jes Christ who had been so long
promised, in His human Body, and the completion of His
sacrifice, and then the Pentecostal outpouring of the Holy Spirit,
all the objects of the old ceremonial Law were fulfilled. The
shadows passed away and the substeudetheir place. The
Passover was replaced by the New Passbvire L or ddés Su
In addition, circumcision was replaced by baptism in the Name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Both circumcision and
baptism were defined by God as symbols of the bieth and

regeneration, j ust as the Pass
symbols of conversion and remembrance of redemption in
Christ. But baptism and the Lc

to the substance of spiritual realities in Christ, inasmuch &s the

signify Holy Spirit baptism and redemption accomplished
through Christdés sacrifice on t
church was that regarding the
was now to keep the first day of the week, commonly called the

L or d ¢,sas iBaveekly Sabbath. Since the time of the
original Creation the seventh day had been designated by God

as the Sabbath, but iIin the New
resurrection and the Pentecostal gift of the Holy Spirit on the
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first day of the wek, the first day of each week was designated
as His weekly day of Sabbath worship.

With the Christian Church now established and its
ordinances set, it was time for it to fulfill its Great Commission
mandate. This mandate was to preach the gosp#lrwea of
all nations, so that men of all nations mightdaeed,and the
nations of the world redeemed in Christ.

So, the Apostles went forth "into all the world," as their
Master had ordered them, to "preach the Gospel to every
creature” (St Mark xvi 15). The Book of Acts tells us
something of what they did, and we may learn something more
about it from the Epistles. And, although this be but a small part
of the whole, it will give us a notion of the rest, if we consider
that, while St. Paul was prelang in Asia Minor, Greece, and
at Rome, the other Apostles were busily doing the same work
in other countries.
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We must remember, too, the constant coming and going
which in those days took place throughout the world, how Jews
from all quarters wenup to keep Britain as far as Persia and
Ethiopia, and people from all parts of it were continually going
to Rome and returning. We must consider how merchants
traveled from country to country on account of their trade; how
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soldiers were sent into all quers of the empire and were
moved about from one country to another. And from these
things we may get some understanding of the way in which the
knowledge of the Gospel would be spread, when once it had
taken root in the great cities of Jerusalem and Rdrhes it
came to pass, that, by the end of the first hundred years after our
Savior's birth something was known of the Christian faith
throughout all the Roman empire, and even in countries beyond
it; and if in many cases, only a very little was knowil| sven

that was a gain, and served as a preparation for more.

The last chapter of the Acts leaves the Apostle Paul at Rome,
waiting for his trial on account of the things which the Jews had
laid to his charge. We find from the Epistles that he afterwards
got hisliberty andreturned into the East. There is reason to
suppose that he also visited Spain, as he had spoken of doing in
his Epistle to the Romans (ch. xv. 28); and it has been thought
by some that he even preached in Britain; but this does not seem
likely. He was at last imprisoned again at Rome, where the
wicked Emperor Nero persecuted the Christians very cruelly;
and it is believed that both the Apostles Peter and Paul were put
to death there in the year of our Lord 68 AD.

The bishops of Romehg Popes, or Papacy) afterwards set
up claims to great power dmonor, because they said that Peter
was the first bishop of their church, and that they were his
successors. But although we may reasonably believe that the
Apostle was martyred at Rome, theloes not appear to be any
good ground for thinking that he dhébeen settled there as
bishop of the city. The claim is simply a deceitful means for
the Papacy to obtain power which she has not been given by
God.

All the Apostles, except John, are supmbdso have been
martyred (or put to death for the sake of tlesgel). James the
Less, who was an el der (somet
scripture as well) in Jerusalem, was killed by the Jews in an
uproar, about the year 62 AD. By 70 AD most of the Jewls ha
still not repented and received Christ as their Lord ando&avi
Goddés seventy weeks of years pr
and judgment was nigh. The Romans sent their armies into
Judea, and, after a bloody war, they took the city of Jerusalem,

134



J. Parnell McCarter

and destroyed the Temple. Since that day the Temple has never
been reestablished, and the records as to who could be lawful
Levitical priests for the Temple have been lost. God therefore
utterly and completely closed the door on the Old Testament
dispenstion of His church.

Thirty years after Herod's time anotheruer emperor,
Domitian, raised a fresh persecution against the Christians (AD
95). Among those who suffered were some of his own near
relations; for the Gospel had now made its way among tla¢ gre
people of the earth, as well as among the poor, who were the
first to listen to it. It is generally believed (but this is not
certain) that it was during Domitian's persecution that the
Apostle John was banished to the island of Patmos and wrote
his'Revel ati on. o

John, in his old age, was much troubledfélge teachers,
who had begun to corrupt the Gospel. These persons are called
"heretics", and their doctrines are called "heresy" from a Greek
word which means "to choose", because they chms$ellbw
their own fancies, instead of receiving the Gospelthes
Apostles and the Church taught it. Simon the sorcerer, who is
mentioned in the eighth chapter of the Acts, is counted as the
first heretic, and even in the time of the Apostles a number of
others arose, such as Hymenaeus, Philetus, and Alexander, who
are mentioned by St. Paul (1 Tim. i. 19f; 2 Tim. ii. 17f). These
earliest heretics were mostly of the kind called Gnostics, a word
which means that they pretended to be more knowing than
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ordinay Christians.  Perhaps the Apostle. Paul may have
alluded espaally to them when he warned Timothy against
"science" (or knowledge) "falsely so called" (1 Tim. vi. 20).
Their doctrines were a strange mixture of Jewish and heathen
notions with Christianyt; and it is curious that some of the very
strangest of their pnions have been brought up again from
time to time by people who fancied that they had found out
something new, while they had only fallen into old errors,
which had been condemned by the €huhundreds of years
before.

But despite its humble beginnisignd the opposition against
it, the kingdom of Jesus Christ was firmly established. Jesus
Christ had crushed Satands head
sins and rose again on the first daytled week. He took His
seat of authority at the right hand Gbd the Father, from
whence He reigns even as He is redeeming the nations to
Himself. His Apostles spread the gospel message of
redemption in Jesus Christ throughout the Roman Empire and
beyord. Many kings and kingdoms on earth would have their
day, as w have seen and will see more in the chapters that
follow, but this kingdom of God the Son is forever.

136



CHAPTER hle8 :F aTl | of R

The textbooksof ancienthistory give the date 476ahe year
in which Rome fell, becausa that year the last emperor was
driven off his throne. But Rome, which was not built in a day,
took a long time falling. The process was so slow and so gradual
that most Romans did not realize how their old worlds wa
coming to an end. They complained abohe unrest of the
timesi they grumbled about the high prices of food and about
the low wages of the workmenhey cursed the profiteers who
had a monopoly of the grain and the wool and the gold coin.
Occasionallythey rebelled against an unusually aejpus
governor. But the majority of the people during the first four
centuries after Christods adve
purse allowed them to buy) and hated or loved (according to
their nature) and went the theater (whenever there was a free
show of fighting gladiators) or starved in the slums of the big
cities, utterly ignorant of the fact that God had appointed a date
for it to collapse.

How could they realize the threatened danger? Rome made
a fine siowing of outward glory. Welpaved rods connected
the different provinces, the imperial police were active and
showed little tenderness for highwaymen. The frontier was
closely guarded against the savage tribes who seemed to be
occupying the waste land$northern Europe. The whole world
waspaying tribute to the mighty city of Rome, and a score of
able men were working day and night to undo the mistakes of
the past and bring about a return to the happier conditions of the
early Republic.
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But the unddying causes of the decay of the Staffeihich
| have told you in a former chapter, had not been removed and
reform therefore was impossible.

Rome was, first and last and all the time, a-sigte as
Athens and Corinth had beetty statesn ancientHellas. It had
been able to dominatedhtalian peninsula. But Rome as the
ruler of the entire civilized world was a political impossibility
and could not endure. Her young men were killed in her endless
wars. Her farmers were ruined by long military segvand by
taxation. They either becanmofessional beggars or hired
themselves out to rich landowners who gave them board and
| odging in exchange for their

The Empire, the State, had become everything. The common
citizenhad dwindled down to less than nothiAg.for many of
the slaves, they had heard the gospel of Jesus Christ and
embraced it. They did not rebel against their masters. On the
contrary, they had been taught to be meek and they obeyed their
superiors. But thy were less than enthusiastic to emgay
warfare for the benefit of an ambitious emperor who aspired to
glory by way of a foreign campaign in the land of the Parthians
or the Numidians or the Scots.

And so,conditions grew worse as the centuries wintrhe
first Emperors had continued ehtradition of fleadership
which had given the old tribal chieftains such a hold upon their
subjects. But the Emperors of the second and third centuries
were BarrackEmperors, professional soldiers, who existed by
the grace of theibodyguardsthe secalled Praetorians.They
succeeded each other with terrifying rapidity, murdering their
way into the palace and being murdered out of it as soon as their
successors had become rich enough to bribe the guards into a
new rebellion.
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When theBarbarians Got Through with a Romagity

Meanwhile the barbarians were hammering at the gates of
the northern frontier. As there were no longer any native Roman
armies to stop their progress, foreign mercenaries had to be
hired b fight the invader. Ade foreign soldier happened to be
of the same blood as his supposed enemy, he was apt to be quite
lenient when he engaged in battle. Finally, by way of
experiment, a few tribes were allowed to settle within the
confines of the Empe. Others followed. Saothese tribes
complained bitterly of the greedy Roman -tgatherers, who
took away their last penny. When they got no redressy
marched to Rome and loudly demanded that they be heard.

This made Rome very uncomfortable as Bnperial
residence. Conahtine (who ruled from 323 to 337 A.D.)
looked for a new capital. He chose Byzantium,gatewayfor
the commerce between Europe and Asia. The city was renamed
Constantinople, and the court moved eastward. When
Constantine died,is two sons, for the sal@ a more efficient
administration, divided the Empire between them. The elder
lived in Rome and ruled in the west. The younger stayed in
Constantinople and was master of the east.

Then came the fourth century and the terribtatation of
the Huns, thse mysterious Asiatic horsemen who for more than
two centuries maintained themselves in Northern Europe and
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continued their career of bloodshed until they were defeated
near ChalonsurMarne in France in the year 451. As soon as
the Huns had reached tbanubethey had begun to press hard
upon the Goths. The Goths, in order to save themselves, we
thereupon obliged to invadeome. The Emperor Valens tried

to stopthem butwas killed near Adrianople in the year 378 AD.
Twenty-two years later, under theking, Alaric, these same
West Goths marched westward and attacked Rome. They did
not plunder anddestroyed only a few palaces. Next came the
Vandals anghowed less respect for the venerable traditions of
the city. Then the Burguhans. Then the East GathThen the
Alemanni. Then the Franks. There was no end to the invasions.
Rome at last was at the mercy of every ambitious highway
robber who could gather a few followers.

In the year 402 the Emperor fled to Ravenna, which avas
seaport and stronglyfortified, and there, in the year 475,
Odoacer, commander of a regiment of the German mercenaries,
who wanted the farms of Italy to be divided among themselves,
gently but effectively pushed Romulus Augustulus, the last of
the empeors who ruled the westerdivision, from his throne,
and proclaimed himself Patriarch or ruler of Rome. The eastern
Emperor, who was very busy with his own affairs, recognized
him, and for ten years Odoacer ruled what was left of the
western provinces.

The Invasions of the Bdrsarians
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A few years later, Theodoric, King of the East Goths,
invaded the newly formed Patriciat, took Ravenna, murdered
Odoacer at his own dinner table, and established a Gothic
Kingdom amidst the ruins of the western part of Bmepire.

This Patriciatestate did not last long. In the sixth century a
motley crowd of Lombards and Saxons and Slavs and Avars
invaded lItaly, destroyed the Gothic kingdom, and established a
new state of which Pavia became the capital.

Then at last the imperial city sank inta state of utter
neglect and despair. The ancient palaces had been plundered
time and again. The schools had been burned down. The
teachers had been starved to death. The rich people had been
thrown out of their villas which wereow inhabited by
barbariams. The roads had fallen into decay. The old bridges
were gone and commerce had come to a standstill. Civilization
I the product of thousands of years of patient labor on the part
of Egyptians and Babylonians and Greeks and Romans,
threatened to perish fnothe western continent.

It is true that in the far east, Constantinople continued to be
the center of an Empire for another thousand years. But it hardly
counted as a part of the European continent. Its interests lay in
the eastIt began to forget itsvestern origin. Gradually the
Roman language was given up for the Greek. The Roman
alphabet wasliscardedand Roman law was written in Greek
characters and explained by Greek judges. The Emperor
became an Asiatic despot. When rigearies of the Byzantine
church looked for fresh fields of activity, they went eastward
and carried the civilization of Byzantium into the vast
wilderness of Russia.

As for the west, it was left to the mercies of the Barbarians.
For twelve generationgnurder, war, arsonand plundering
were the order of the day. One thih@nd one thing alongé
saved Europe from complete anarchy and destruction:
Christianity.
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CHAPTERTh1e9 :Spread of
Christianity andChtrhiestR

The average ielligent Roman who lived under the Empire had
taken very little interest in the gods of his fathers. A few times
a year he went to the temple, but merely as a matter of custom.
He looked on patiently when the people celebrated a religious
festival with asolemn procession. But he regarded the worship
of Jupiter and Minerva and Neptune as something rather
childish, a survival from the crude days of the early republic
and not a fit subject of study for a man who had mastered the
works of the Stics and the gicureans and the other great
philosophers of Athens.

This attitude made the Roman
man. The government insisted that all people, Romans,
foreigners, Greeks, Babylonians, Jews, should pay a certain
outward respdcto the imageof the Emperor which was
supposed to stand in every temple, just as a picture of the
President of the United States is apt to hang in an American
Post Office. But this was a formality without any deeper
meaning. Generallgpeaking,everybodycould honorrevere
and adore whatever gods he pleased, and as a result, Rome was
filled with all sorts of queer little temples, dedicated to the
worship of Egyptian and African and Asiatic divinities.

When the first disciples of Jesus Christ reachech®and
began & preach the gospel, nobody objected. The man in the
street stopped and listened. Rome, the capital of the world, had
always been full of wandering preachers, each proclaiming his
own fimysteryo Most of the seHappointed priests appealed to
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the senses promised golden rewards and endless pleasure to
the followers of their own part
the street noticed that tise-calledChristians (the followers of

the Christ ofianointed on@ spoke a very different language.
They did not appar to be impressed by great riches or a noble
position. They extolled the beauties of humility and meekness.
These were not exactly the virtues which had made Rome the
mistress of the world. It was rather interesting to listen to a
fimysteryd which told people in the heylay of their glory that
their worldly success could not possibly bring them lasting
happiness and eternal life.

Besides, the preachers of Christianity told the truth about
what awaited those who died in their sins, unclednsy the
righteousness of Christ imputed to their account. The preachers
proclaimed the gospel of how Jesus Christ died on the Cross to
pay for Hi s peopl ebs sins, and
through faith in Him. It was not wise to reject such a gospel
and face Godn the Day of Judgement.

Furthermore, the preachers informed the people of their
superstitions and false gods. People began to have doubts about
them. They returned to listen to further explanations of the new
creed. After a while they bag to meet thenen and women
who preached the words of Jesus. They found them very
different from the average Roman priests. They were morally
upright and willing to die for Christ.

All of these factors, but most fundamentally the working of
the Holy $irit, led mary Romans to forsake the old religion.
They joined the small communities of Christians who met in
the back rooms of private houses or somewhere in an open field
or even in the underground catacombs in Rome, and the temples
were deserted.
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This went onyear after year and the number of Christians
continued to increase. Presbyters or priests (the original Greek
meantfielde) were elected to guard the interests of the small
churches in each town. As time passed, the authority given to
certan elders in tk larger cities increased. Over the course of
time, the teaching elder, or bishdp,a larger city was made the
head of all the communities within a single province. (A few
centuries after the fall of the Roman Empire, this increasing
concentration of paver led the bishop of Rome even to assert
himself Pope over the entire church, as we shall speak of later.)

The church became a powerful institution within the Empire.
The Christian doctrines were embraced by increasing
multitudes. At lasthe state wa®bliged to take notice. The
Roman Empire (1 have said thi:s
indifference. It allowed everybody to seek salvation after his or
her own fashion. But it insisted that the different sects keep the
peace among themsek and obeyhe wise rule oflive and let
live.0

The Christian communities however, refused to practice any
sort of such wicked O0toleranc
declared that the God of the Bible, and Him alone, was the true
ruler of Heaven anctarth, and tht all other gods were
imposters. This seemed unfair to the other sects and the police
discouraged such utterances. The Christians persisted.
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Soon there were further difficulties. The Christians refused
to go through the formalities of paygy homage tohte emperor.
They refused to appear when they were called upon to join the
army upon the conditions required by the pagan Empire, with
the taking of oaths that would have been lies. The Roman
magistrates threatened to punish them. The Chrsstiaswered
that this miserable world was only thateroonto Heaven and
that they were more than willing to suffer death for their
principles. The Romans killed many sudffenders or
persecuted them. There was a certain amount of lynching
during the ediest years othe church, but this was the work of
that part of the mob which accused their meek Christian
neighbors of every conceivable crime, (such as slaughtering and
eating babies, bringing about sickness and pestilence, betraying
the country in time of danger) &écause it was a harmless sport
and devoid of danger, as the Christians refused to fight back.

Meanwhile, Rome continued to be invaded by the
Barbarians and when her armies failed, Christian missionaries
went forth to preach their gospel céare to the vd Teutons.
They were strong men without fear of death. They spoke a
language which left no doubt as to the future of unrepentant
sinners. The Teutons were deeply impressed. They still had a
deep respect for the wisdom of the ancient citRome. Those
men were Romans. They spoke the truth. Soon the Christian
missionary became a power in the savage regions of the
Teutons and the Franks. Half a dozen missionaries were as
valuable as a whole regiment of soldiers. The Emperors began
to understad that the Chstian might be of great use to them.

In some of the provinces they were given equal rights with those
who remained faithful to the old gods. The great change
however came during the last half of the fourth century.

Constantine was emper@uring a longcareer, Constantine
had experienced many ups and downs. In one battle Constantine
promised that he too would become a Christian if he were
successful in it. He won the victory and thereafter he was
convinced of the power of the Christian Gadd allowed
himself to be baptized.

From that moment on, the Christian church was officially
recognized,and this greatly strengthened the position of the

146



J. Parnell McCarter

new faith. Constantine did a number of services to enhance the
vitality of the Church, in accordae with the sgptural
principle that civil rul ers a
church. He enacted laws to move the society towards an
appropriate sanctification of
conform the laws in general to scriptural moral law. He
encouraged #nChurch to be united in a sound faith. There was
a controversy in the church of his day splitting it apart. Heretics
led by Arius were advancing the position that Jesus Christ was
not God the Son, but merely an exalted creature of God.
However, Athanass and others were defending the Biblical
stance that Jesus Christ was and is God the Son. Constantine
called an assembly or synod of bishops (also called elders) from
all over the Christian Church to resolve the dispute. The
meeting wastaNicaea in Ag Minor in 325 A.D. The council
condemned the Arian heresy and drew up the Nicene Creed,
which we still have today. Constantine then worked to suppress
this heresy using the powers of the State. Generally speaking,
Constantine served aggaod example fohow a Christian civil
rul er can support the Christi
i nterests I n the nation (whi
principled).

But the Christians still formed a very small minority of all
the people, (not more thdive or sixpercent,) and in order to
win, they were forced to refuse all compromise. The old pagan
gods must be destroyed, for God has commanded in his word
the duty of Christian magistrates to extirpate false religion and
false worship. For a short dpthe emperoiJulian, a lover of
Greek wisdom, managed to save
destruction. But Julian died of his wounds during a campaign
in Persia and his successor Joviaestablished the church in
all its glory. One after the otherdhloors of thancient temples
were then closed. Then came the emperor Justinian (who built
the church of Saint Sophia in Constantinople), who
discontinued the school of philosophy at Athens which had
been founded by Plato. These Christian rulers sugpguidalse
religion and false worship, in accordance with Biblical
command.
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During an age when nothing was certain, the church stood
like a rock and never receded from those principles which it
held to be true and sacred. This steadfast courage gained the
admiration ofthe multitudes and carried the church safely
through the difficulties which destroyed the Roman state.

It was at just this time that God provided a great gift to the
church: Augustine. Augustine was the son of a Christian
mother and a wetly, pagan fdier. As a young man he
rejected Christianity and embraced an immoral way of life. But
God honored the prayers of his mother and the preaching of
Ambrose of Milan. God saved Augustine, and he was baptized
into the Christian faith. For thirtfive years Aigustine served
as a bishop of Hippo in Roma&ontrolled northern Africa. He
wrote the account of his spiritual journey through life in his
book entitledConfessions This book has blessed generations
of readers, illustrating to us how Godves sinnershtrough
Jesus Christ.

Augustine explained the great doctrines of the Christian
faith, and he is generally regarded as the greatest theologian of
early church history. He championed the importance of the
visible unity of the Christian Church, refutitige separatism of
the Dona i st s. He championed God?o:
salvation of sinners and the doctrine of predestination, refuting
the heresy of the Pelagians. He championed the duty of the
Christian civil ruler to enforce the Ten Commandmesatsl he
upheld the gloriosi vision of ultimate Christian triumph in his
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work The City of God Yet even Augustine did not see through
some of the rising errors of the Church of the Middle Ages.
Augustine, who died in 430 A.Dluringthe waning days oflte
Roman Empireexplainedthe faith of the Christian Church to
his generation and generations to come.

Neverthelesghere was a dark cloud forming on the horizon
of the Christian Church. After the disappearance of Theodoric's
RomanGothic kingdom, in th fifth century, Italy was
comparatively free from foreign invasion. The Lombards and
Saxons and Slavs who succeeded the Goths were weak and
backward tribes. Under those circumstances it was possible for
the bishops of Rome to maintain the independentieeafcity.
Soon the remnmds of the empire, scattered throughout the
peninsula, recogréd the Dukes of Rome (or bishops) as their
political and spiritual rulers. The Bishop of Rome was amassing
more and more power, contrary to scriptural principle.

Accordingly, the stage waset for astrong man to rule in an
office of the Church which Christ had retained for Himglelf.
the year 590 Gregotyegan to rule as the Bishop of Rarkke
belonged to the ruling classes of ancient Rome, and he had been
prefector mayor of the city. Thehe had become a monk and a
bishop and finally he was made Pope. He ruled only fourteen
years but when he died the Christian world of western Europe
had officially recognized the bishops of Rome, the Popes, as the
head of the eie church. The Papache of fi ce of
of sind which was warned about
more fully formed and developed It was an office within
Christés Church or Templ e, but
interests and the true gwel. As future years wtiipass, this
Anti-Christian Papacy would undermine the true faith from
within the visible Christian Churcland the errors of the Church
of Rome would multiply

This power, however, did not extend to the east. The Eastern
Churchdid not recognize the stgmacy of the Pope, and for a
time avoidectertain ofhis heretical idolatries. God blessed the
Eastern Church and the Eastern Roman Empire (which became
known as the Byzantine Empire) during a time when the
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Western Roman Empireas desbyed anddivided, and the
Roman Catholic Church was rising in its place.
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One notable Byzantine Emperor was Leo lll. From the

beginning centuries the Christian Church had taken a strong
stand against all forms of idolatry, including imagasd called
icons) of Godhe Son Jesus Christ. This they did because the
Second Commandment forBidse of such graven images
worship But as time passed more and more Christians fell into
the sin of using icons as parts of their religious worsHipe
greatest defender diis idolatry was the Roman Pope himself,
who was thus undermining the Biblical Christian faith. But the
moregodly Emperor of the Byzantine Empire, Leo lll, took a
stand against icons. In 730 their use was officially prohibited
This caused a rift withthe Roman Pope and his church. But
God blessed Leobs faithfulness
efforts of the Muslim Arab enemies to his east. And he also
issued a legal handbook called tBeloga, which was an
important influece on Byzantine and Slaviaw for centuries.

Those emperors whi ch foll owe
suppressing false worship in the use of icons were called
6iconocl astsdéd, a word we retain

In 754 a Council or Synod ofghops (or elders) of thestern
Christian churches met to define iconoclastic doctrine, in the
Council of Hieria. God continued to bless the Byzantine
Empire as it defendeal more Biblical form ofvorship.
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But later a wicked empress named Irene arode was
opposed to iconockn. She loved icons more than Christ and
Christos |l aw. She convoked
rubberstamp her opposition to iconoclasm in 787. The use of
icons was promoted by the Empire, and false worship waxed
strong. God pushed the Byzante Empire for this
unfaithfulness. Enemies from the east and west made great
inroads into the Empire, and its power in most of what had been
the western Roman Empire virtually collapsed.

Although some later Byzantine emperors tried tstoee
iconoclasm, duringhe period when another woman was in
control of the Empire icon veneration was permanently
established in the eastern churches and in the eastern empire,
starting in 843 A.D. The Eastern Orthodox Church still
celebrates this even i n its sof c@ttkddad:
because the Eastern Orthodox Church adheres to icon
veneration and rejects iconoclasm. But for this disobedience
God was slowly but surely destroying the Byzantine Empire by
an enemy to its east, an enemy whiclwéeer wicked, did not
usei cons in its worship. (16l
followers, and their wars against the Byzantine Empire,
shortly.)

In the year 1453 the eastern Roman Empire was finally and
utterly vanquished by the Turks. Constangiteowas taken, and
Constatine Paleologue, the last Roman Emperor, was killed on
the steps of the Church of the Holy Sophia.

A few years before, Zoé, the daughter of his brother Thomas,
had married lvan Il of Russia. In this way did trand dukes
of Moscow fall heir to the tditions of Constantinople. The
doubleeagle of old Byzantium (reminiscent of the days when
Rome had been divided into an eastern and a western part)
became the coat of arms of modern Russia. The Tsar who had
been merely the firsof the Russian nobles, assed the
aloofness and the dignity of a Roman emperor before whom all
subjects, both high and low, were inconsiderable slaves.

The court was refashioned after the oriental pattern which
the eastern Emperors had imported fromafeand from Egypt
and which(so they flattered themselves) resembled the court of
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Alexander the Great. This strange inheritance which the dying
Byzantine Empire bequeathed to an unsuspecting world
continued to live with great vigor for six more centuriesijdst

the vast plains of &ssia. The last man to wear the crown with
the double eagle of Constantinople, Tsar Nicholas, was
murdered in the early twentieth century. His body was thrown
into a well. His son and his daughters were all killed. All his
ancientrights and prerogativesefe abolished, and the church
was reduced to the position which it had held in Rome before
the days of Constantine. (But we shall discuss the rise of
Communism later.)

The eastern church however fared very differently, as we
shal see in the next chaptaihen the whole Christian world is
going to be threatened with destruction by the rival creed of an
Arab cameldriver.
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We have spent a great deal of time discussing the- Indo
Europeans, but God was raising up a people to the east who
would challenge and afflict them for their unfaithfulness to
Christ and His commandments. These challengers were the
Arabs, shepherds who hemhmed through the deserts of Arabia
since the time Abraharhad conceived Ishmael and sent him
and Hagar away into the desert.

These nomadic Arabs listened to one of their own named
Mohammed, mounted their horses, and in less than a century
they had pustd to the heart of Europe and proclaimed the
glories of Allah, fithe only God)and Mohammedithe prophet
of the only Godjto the frightened peasants of France.

The story of Ahmed, the son of Abdallah and Aminah,
usually known as Mohammed (or
reads like a chapter in tii@housand and GnNightso He was
a cameldriver, born in Mecca. His work as a caravan leader
carried him all over Aralaiand he was constantly falling in with
Jewish merchants and with Christian traders, and he came to
see that the worship of a single God was a veryliextehing.

He also gathered other tidbits from the Christian religion, but
his understanding of it & surely lacking, perhaps because he
could not even read or write. He seems to have been an
epileptic and he suffered from spells of unconsciousnésnw

he dreamed strange dreams and when he thought he heard the
voice of the angel Gabriel. His worddlitegy what he thought

and dreamed were later written down in a book called the
Koran. His own people, the Arabs, still revered queer stones
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and trunks btrees as their ancestors had done for centuries. In
Mecca, their holy city, stood a little square dinl, the Kaaba,
full of idols and strange odds and ends of oo worship.

The Flight of Mohammed

Mohammed decided to be the Moses of thebAreople. He
could not well be a prophet and a cardeVer at the same time.
So,he made himself indepdent by marrying his employer, the
rich widow Chadija. Then he told his neighbors in Mecca that
he was the longxpected prophet sent by Allah to sahe
world. The neighbors laughed most heartily and when
Mohammed continued to annoy them with Bpeecks,they
decided to kill him. They regarded him as a lunatic and a public
bore who deserved no mercy. Mohammed heard of the plot and
in the dark of nighhe fled to Medina together with Abu Bekr,
his trusted pupil. This happened in the year 622. It igrtbst
important date in Mohammedan history and is known as the
Hegirai the year of the Great Flight.

In Medina, Mohammed, who was a stranger, fourghsier
to proclaim himself a prophet than in his home city, where
everyonéhad known him as a simpleroatdriver. Soon he was
surrounded by an increasing number of followers, or Moslems
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(or Muslims), who accepted the Islafithe submission to the
will of Godp which Mohammed praised as the highest of all
virtues. For seven years he preached to the pedpledina.
Then he believed himself strong enough to begin a campaign
against his former neighbors who had dared to sneer at him and
his Holy Mission inhis old cameldriving days. At the head of
an army of Medinese he marched across the desert. His
followers took Mecca without great difficulty, and having
slaughtered a number of the inhabitants, they found it quite easy
to convince the others that Mohaminwas really a great
prophet.

From that time on unti|l t he
power was onkte rise.

n o llpsgllatln

There are several reasons for the success of Islam. In the first
place, the creed which Mohammed taught to his followers had
a great deadf truth in it certainly more than these poor Arabs
possessed in their paganism. God has endowed Isuwidna
conscience to know that there is only one God of the Universe,
who is spiritual, and not a mere stone or tree. And He has
endowed man to knowhat all men and institutions of men
should obey this God. And he has given them a conscience to
know they should not worship material idols or icons, and that
they must honor and obey their parents, and not steal, but be
just to the poor and sick. Anctthas given them a conscience
to know they wil/l one day be |
All of theset hi ngs wer e aspects of I
which he had borrowed from Christianity. He even
acknowledged much of the history of the Bible (although
Mohammed got some of the facts of the Bible mixed up), from
the blessing of Abraham to the fact thatu¥esvas a great
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prophet. So, all of this made Islam quite compelling and
believable.

In fact, in certain respects Muslim worship was even closer
to the Biblical pattern than the form of corrupted worship
practiced by many Christians at the time. Muslirarship
rejected icon veneration. The Mohammedan churches or
mosques were merely large stone halls without benches or
pictures, where the faithful coulghther to hear the preached
word and pray. (Such simple worship was a rebuke to
Christians who were waing to add invention upon invention
to their religious worship.)

A second reason for Islamic success lies in its ease. Islam
did not require its fobbwers to do spiritual battle with the sinful
flesh in the way Christianity demands, nor to take great strides
to bring glory to God on earth. So long as the Muslim oleserv
his set of rituals, he was promised Heaven. Five times a day he
turned his face twwards Mecca, the Holy City, and said a simple
prayer. For the rest of the time he let Allah rule the world as he
saw fit and accepted whatever fate brought him with patien

resignation.
Of course,such an attitude towards life did not encourage
the hétuaibt to go forth and inver

bother about railroads and steamship lines. Nor did it encourage
him to fight against sinful tendencies, but rathehlen indulge
himself with sins like polygamy. But it gave every
Mohammedan a certammount of contentment. It bade him be
at peace with himself, which is something most men want to do
anyway religion or no religion.

The third reason which explainsetisuccess of the Muslims
in their warfare upon the Christians, had to do with thelagon
of those Mohammedan soldiers who went forth to do battle for
their faith. The Prophet promised that those who fell, facing the
enemy, would go directly to Heaven. $hmade sudden death
in the field preferable to a long but dreary existence upon this
earth. Incidentally it explains why everrday Moslem soldiers
will charge into the fire of European machine guns quite
indifferent to the fate that awaits them and whgyt are such
dangerous and persistent enemies. They are taught the glories
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of Owhaorléy (call ed jihad) to con
military force.

The fourth reason, which we have suggested earlier, is that
God wanted to punish Christians for ith@wn religious
backsliding. Christians were embracing the lies of the Pope and
thefalse worship of icon veneration. He raised up a people who
did neither, although they had terrible and wicked sins of their
own.

Having put his religious house in ordé¢Mohammed now
began to enjoy his power as the undisputed ruler of a large
number ofArab tribes. But success has been the undoing of a
large number of men who were great in the days of adversity.
He tried to gain the good will of the rich people by a banof
regulations which could appeal to those of wealth. He allowed
the faithful to have four wives. As one wife was a costly
investment in those olden days when brides were bought
directly from the parents, four wives became a positive luxury
except tolhose who possessed camels and dromedaries and date
orchards beyond the dreams of asrA religion which at first
had been meant for the hardy hunters of the high skied desert
was gradually transformed to suit the needs of the smug
merchants who lived ithe bazaars of the cities. As for the
prophet himself, he went on preaching, accating wives and
concubines, and proclaiming new rules of conduct until he died,
quite suddenly, of a fever on June the seventh of the year 632.

His successor as Calipbr(leader) of the Moslems was his
fatherin-law, Abu-Bekr, who had shared the earlgmgjers of
the prophet's life. Two years later, ABekr died and Omar ibn
Al-Khattab followed him. In less than ten years he conquered
Egypt, Persia, Phoenicia, Syria arRhlestine and made
Damascus the capital of the first Mohammedan world empire.

Omarwas succeeded by Ali, the husband of Mohammed's
daughter, Fatima, but a quarrel broke out upon a point of
Moslem doctrine and Ali was murdered. The major division
within Islam resulted at this point. Those who thought the
family of Ali should retainthe al i phat e are cal
but the majority who thought otherwise are called the Sunnites.
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Even to this day there are differences between these two
factions of slam.

After Ali 6s death, the caliphe
leaders of the fethful who had begun their career as the spiritual
head of a religious sect became the rulers of a vast empire. They
built a new city on the shores of the Euphrates, tiearuins of
Babylon and called it Bagdad, and organizing the Arab
horsemen into regients of cavalry, they set forth to bring their
Moslem faith to all unbelievers. In the year 700 A.D. a
Mohammedan general by the name of Tarik crossed the old
gates of Hecules and reached the high rock on the European
side which he called the Gibaltarik, the Hill of Tarik or
Gibraltar.

Eleven years latein the battle of Xeres de la Frontera, he
defeated the king of the Visigoths and then the Moslem army
moved notttward and following the route of Hannibal, they
crossed the passes of the PyrenebsyTefeated the Duke of
Aquitania, who tried to halt them near Bordeaux, and marched
upon Paris. But in the year 732 (one hundred years after the
death of Mohammed) thewere beaten in a battle between
Tours and Poitiers. On that day, Charles Martel (lesawith
the Hammer) the Frankish chieftain, saved Europe from a
Mohammedan conquest. He drove the Moslems out of France,
but they maintained themselves in Spain where -abd
Rahman founded the Caliphate of Cordova, which became the
greatest center of sciee and art of mediseval Europe.

This Moorish kingdom, sealled because the people came
from Mauretania in Morocco, lasted seven centuries. It was
only after the capturef Granada, the last Moslem stronghold,
in the year 1492, that Columbus receivedrthgl grant which
allowed him to go upon a voyage of discovery. The
Mohammedans soon regained their strength in the new
conguests which they made in Asia and Africa andaty there
are almost as many followers of Mohammed as there are of
Christ.
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CHAPTER Ralr:l eGnagne and
Rise of the Holy Roman
We s t

The battle of Poitiers had saved Europe from the
Mohammedans. But the enemy withinthe AntiChristian
Papacyi was a far more subtle threat and foe. It was-ever
amassing poer to itself, and increasingly espousing false
doctrine and false worship. Yet even many true Christians
believers were deceived by the Papacy, for the ancient and
sound creeds of the faith (1li
Nicene Creed) were in placetime Western churches, and the
error came in only slowly and gradually.

The Papacy connived for political as well as spiritual power.
As we have already mentioned, could not look to the
Byzantine Emperor for political power, for in the early years of
the Papacy the Byzantine Emperor rejected the veneration of
icons promoted by the Pope as well as the authority which the
Pope assumed to himself. Even though |dgrzantine
Emperors shifted their position on the former issue, they did not
on the latter.So,the Pope looked elsewhere for political power
and military force.

It cast its eye on the Germanic tribes who had occupied
northrwestern Europe after the falf Rome. They were called
the Franks. One of their earliest kings, called Merovech, had
helped the Romans in the battle of the Catalaunian fields in the
year 451 when they defeated the Huns. His descendants, the
Merovingians, had continued to take littlésbof imperial
territory until the year 486 when king Clovis (the old French
word for fiLouis0) felt himself strong enough to beat the
Romans in the open. But his descendants were weak men who
left the affairs of state to their Prime minister, tfidajor
Domus or Master of the Palace.
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Pepin the Short, the son of the famous Charles Mavted
succeeded his father as Master of the Palace, hardly knew how
to handle the situation. His royal master was a theologian,
without any interest in politics. Pepasked the Pope for advice.
The Pope answered that tfigower in the state belonged taorhi
who was actually possessed obiBepin took the hint. He
persuaded Childeric, the last of the Merovingians, to become a
monk and then made himself king with #qgoroval of the other
Germanic chieftains. But this did not satisfy the shrewd Pepin.
He wanted to be something more than a barbarian chieftain. He
staged an elaborate ceremony at which Boniface, the
missionary of the European northwest born in England,
aminted him and made himfi#ing by the grace of God.It
was easy to slip those wordif)el gratiap into the coronation
service. It took almost fifteen hundred years to get them out
again.

Pepin was sincerely grateful for this kindness on the part of
the Roman Catholic Church. He made two expeditions to Italy
to defend the Pope against higeemes. He took Ravenna and
several other cities away from the Longobards and presented
them to the Pope, who incorporated these new domains into the
so-called Papabtate, which remained an independent country
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until the nineteenth century. (Only VaticantyCremains until
today as an independent nation of the Papacy.)

After Pepin's death, the relations between Rome andiaAix
Chapelle or Nymwegen or Ingelheim, (theankish Kings did
not have one officialesidence butavelled from place to place
with al their ministers and court officers,) became more and
more cordial. Finallythe Pope and the King took a step which
was to influence the history of Europe in agnprofound way.

Charles, commonly known as Carolus Magnus or
Charlemagne, succeeded Repn the year 768. He had
conqguered the land of the Saxons in eastern Germany and had
built towns and monasteries all over the greater part of northern
Europe. At tle request of certain enemies of AmRahman, he
had invaded Spain to fight the Moors. Butthe Pyreneeshe
had been attacked by the wild Basques and had been forced to
retire. It was upon this occasion that Roland, the great Margrave
of Breton, showeavhat a Frankish chieftain of those early days
meant when he promised to be faithful tokiisg, and gave his
life and that of his trusted followers to safeguard the retreat of
the royal army.

During the last ten years of the eighth century, however,
Charles was obliged to devote himself exclusively to affairs of
the South. The Pope, Leo Ihad been attacked by a band of
Roman rowdies and had been left for dead in the street. Some
people had bandaged his wounds and had helped him to escape
to the campof Charles, where he asked for help. An army of
Franks soon restored quiet and carried bhack to the Lateran
Palace which ever since the days of Constantine, had been the
home of the Pope. That was in December of the year 799. On
Christmas day of the neyear, Charlemagne, who was staying
in Rome, attended the service in the ancient chur&ht. ¢leter.
When he arose from prayer, the Pope placed a crown upon his
head, called him Emperor of the Romans and hailed him once
more with the title ofiAugustu® which had not been heard for
hundreds of years. This act was to be claimed by the Papacy a
evidence of its authority over the state as well as the church.
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Once moreNorthern Europe was part of a Roman Empire,
but the dignity was held by a Germaneftain who could read
just a little and never learned to write. But he could fight and
for a short while there was order and even the rival emperor in
Constantinople sent a letter of approval tofldisar Brothen

But Charlemagne died in the year 8His sons and his
grandsons at once began to fight for the largest share of the
imperial irheritance. Twice the Carolingian lands were divided,
by the treaties of Verdun in the year 843 and by the treaty of
Mersenon-the-Meuse in the year 870. The lattezdty divided
the entire Frankish Kingdom into two parts. Charles the Bold
received the wesrn half. It contained the old Roman province
called Gaul where the language of the people had become
thoroughlyRomanized The Franks soon learned to speak this
language,and this accounts for the strange fact that a purely
Germanic land like France sHdwspeak a Latin tongue.

The other grandson got the eastern part, the land which the
Romans had called Germania. Those inhospitable regions had
never been part ofhe old Empire. Augustus had tried to
conquer thigifar east) but his legions had been ahitated in
the Teutoburg Wood in the year 9 and the people had never been
influenced by the higher Roman civilization. They spoke the
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popular Germanic tongue. Thedton word forfipeopl® was
fithiot.0 The Christian missionaries therefore called the German
language thdiingua theotisca or the Alingua teutiscay the
fipopular dialeai, and this worditeutisca@ was changed into
fiDeutscld which accounts for the nanfi®eutschland

As for the famous Imperial Crown, it very soon slipped off
the heads of the&olingian successors and rolled back onto the
Italian plain, where it became a sort of plaything of a number
of little potentates wi stole the crown from each other amidst
much bloodshed and wore it until it was the turn of some more
ambitious neighborThe Pope, once more sorely beset by his
enemies, sent north for help. He did not appeal to the ruler of
the westFrankish kingdom, tls time. His messengers crossed
the Alps and addressed themselves to Otto, a Saxon Prince who
was recognized as the greatehieftain of the different
Germanic tribes.

Otto, who shared his people's affection for the blue skies and
the people of the Iten peninsula, hastened to the rescue. In
return for his services, the Pope, Leo VIIl, made Otto
AEmperorg and the easterhalf of Charles' old kingdom was
henceforth known as th#doly Roman Empire of the German
Nationo

This strange political creationanaged to live to the ripe old
age of eight hundred and thintyne years. In the year 1801,
(during the American presidey of Thomas Jefferson,) it was
most unceremoniously relegated to the historical scrapheap.
The brutal fellow who destroyed the dkermanic Empire was
the son of a Corsican notapyblic who had made a brilliant
career in the service of the French Repuldie was ruler of
Europe by the grace of his famous Guard Regiments, but he
desired to be something more. He sent to Rome for dipe P
and the Pope came and stood by while General Napoleon placed
the imperial crown upon his own head and proclaimed himsel
heir to the tradition of Charlemagne. For history is like life.

The more things change, the more they remain the same.
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In the third and fourth centuries, the Germanic tribes of central
Europe had broken through ttiefenses of the Empire that they
might plunder Rome and live on the fat of the land. In the eighth
centuy it became the turn of the Germans to beiilendered
oneso They did not like this at all, even if their enemies were
their first cousins, the Neemen, who lived in Denmark and
Sweden and Norway.

FAROE

ISLANDS —)9:

What forced these hardy sailors to turn pirae do not
know, but once they had discovered the advantages and
pleasures of a buccaneering career there was no one who could
stop them. They would suddly descend upon a peaceful
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Frankish or Frisian village, situated on the mouth of a river.
They would kil all the men and steal all the women. Then they
would sail away in their fastailing ships and when the soldiers
of the king or emperor arrived uptime scene, the robbers were
gone,and nothing remained but a few smoldering ruins.

During the days of disorder which followed the death of
Charlemagne, the Northmen developed great activity. Their
fleets made raids upon every country and their sailors
established small independent kingdoms along the coast of
Holland and France and Engthand Germany, and they even
found their way into Italy. The Northmen were very intelligent.
They soon learned to speak the language of their subjects and
gave up the uneilized ways of the early Vikings (or Sea
Kings) who had been very picturesque bsbalery unwashed
and terribly cruel.

Early in the tenth century a Viking by the name of Rollo had
repeatedly attacked the coast of France. The king of France, too
weak to resist these northern robbers, tried to bribe them into
fibeing goo He offered them the province of Normandy, if
they would promise to stop bothering the rest of his domains.
Rollo accepted this bargain and becdibDeke of Normandy

But the @ssion of conquest was strong in the blood of his
children. Across the channel, onlyfeav hours away from the
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European mainland, they could see the white cliffs and the
green fields of England. Poor England had passed through
difficult days. For two huned years it had been a Roman
colony. After the Romans left, it had been conqueredhiy t
Angles and the Saxons, two German tribes from Schleswig
despite the best efforts of the native Britons to stop tinemt

the Danes had taken the greater part ofciwentry and had
established the kingdom of Cnut. The Danes had been driven
away and nw (it was early in the eleventh century) another
Saxon king, Edward the Confessor, was on the throne. But
Edward was not expected to live long and he had no children.
Thecircumstances favored the ambitious dukes of Normandy.

In 1066 Edward diedmmediately William the Conqueror
of Normandy crossed the channel, defeated and killed Harold
of Wessex (who had taken the crown) at the battle of Hastings,
and proclaimedimself king of England.
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In another chapter | have told you how in the yead 8
German chieftain had become a Roman Emperor. Now in the
year 1066 the grandson of a Norse pirate was recognized as
King of England. Why should we ever read fairy stqriglsen
the truth of history is so much more interesting?
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The following, then, is the state of Europe in the year one
thousand.

At an unknown date, the Germanic tribes had left their old
home in Asia and had moved westward intwdpe, along with
the other IndeEuropeans who came west. By sheer pressure of
numbersthey had forced their way into the Roman Empire.
They had destroyethe great western empire, but the eastern
part, being off the main route of the great migrations, lay
Godds Providence secured unt.i
survive and feebly continued the traditions of Rome's ancient
glory.

During the days oflisorder which had followed in the sixth
and seventh centuries A.D. the German tribes had been
persuded to accept the Christian religion and had recognized
the Bishop of Rome as the Pope or spiritual head of the world.
In the ninth century, the organiziggnius of Charlemagne had
revived the Roman Empire and had united the greater part of
western Europato a single state. During the tenth century this
empire had gone to pieces. The western part had become a
separate kingdom, France. The eastern halfkmasvn as the
Holy Roman Empire of the German nation, and the rulers of
this federation of states th@retended that they were the direct
heirs of Caesar and Augustus.

But the power of the kings of France did not stretch beyond
the moat of their royal sedence, while the Holy Roman
Emperor was openly defied by his powerful subjects whenever
it suited heir fancy or their profit.

To increase the misery of the masses of the people, the
triangle of western Europe waweverexposed to attacks from
three sides. On the south lived thesverdangerous
Mohammedans. The western coast was ravaged by the
Northmen. The eastern frontier (defenseless except for the short
stretch of th€Carpathian Mountainsvas at the mercy of hordes
of Huns, Hungarians, Slavs andrfars.
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The peace of Rome was a thing of the remote past, a dream
of the iGood Old Dayé that weregone forever. It was a
question offifight or diep and quite naturally people preferred
to fight. Forced by circumstances, Europe became an armed
camp andhere was a demand for strong leadership. Both King
and Emperor were far away. The frontiersmen (amubt of
Europe in the year 1000 wéaiontierd) must help themselves.
They willingly submitted to the representatives of the king who
were sent to administ the outlying districtsprovided they
could protect them against their enemies.

Soon central Ewpe was dotted with small principalities,
each one ruled by a duke or a count or a baron or a bishop, as
the case might be, and organized as a fighting These dukes
and counts and barons had sworn to be faithful to the king who
had given them theififeudun® (hence our wordifeudalp) in
return for their loyal services and a certain amount of taxes. But
travel in those days was slow and the means of aamzation
were exceedingly poor. The royal or imperial administrators
therefore enjoyed great indeplmmce, and within the
boundaries of their own province they assumed most of the
rights which in truth belonged to the king.

But you would make a mistakié you supposed that the
people of the eleventh century objected to this form of
government. They syorted Feudalism because it was a very
practical and necessary institution. Their lord and master
usually lived in a big stone house erected on the t@stéep
rock or built between deep moats, but within sight of his
subjects. In case of danger thejsats found shelter behind the
walls of the baronial stronghold. That is why they tried to live
as near the castle as possible and it accounts for the many
European cities which began their career around a feudal
fortress.

But the knight of the early mélle ages was much more than
a professional soldier. He was the civil servant of that day. He
was the judge of his community and he was the chief of police.
He caught the highwaymen and protected the wandering
pedilers who were the merchants of the eleverghtury. He
looked after the dikes so that the countryside should not be
flooded (just as the first noblemen had done in the valley of the
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Nile four thousnd years before). He encouraged the
Troubadours who wandered from place to place telling the
storiesof the ancient heroes who had fought in the great wars
of the migrations. Besides, he protected the churches and the
monasteries within his territory, amdthough he could neither
read nor write, (it was considered unmanly to know such
things,) he emplogd a number of priests who kept his accounts
and who registered the marriages and the births and the deaths
which occurred within the baronial or ducal dans.

In the fifteenth century the kings once more became strong
enough to exercise those powerkeii the feudal knights lost
their former independence. Reduced to the rank of country
squires, they no longer filled a need and soon they became a
nuisanceBut Europe would have perished without ifeudal
systeno of the dark ages. There were many badlkis as there
are many bad people today. But generally speaking, the+ough
fisted barons of the twelfth and thirteenth century were-hard
working administators who rendered a most useful service to
the cause of progress. During that era the noble tolelawfing
and art which had illuminated the world of the Egyptians and
the Greeks and the Romans was burning very low. Without the
knights and their goodiends, the monks, civilization would
have been extinguished almost entirely in much of Europe.

It was quite natural that the professional fightmgn of the
Middle Ages should try to establish some sort of organization
for their mutual benefit and protection. Out of this need for
close orgarmation, Knighthood or Chivalry was born.
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We know \ery little about the origins of Knighthood. But as
the system developed, it gave the world something which it
needed very badly a definite rule of conduct which softened
the barbarous customs of that day and made life more livable
than it had been durirtgefive hundred years of the Dark Ages.

It was not an easy task to civilize the rough frontiersmen who
had spent most of their time fighting Mohammedans and Huns
and NorsemenOften, they were guilty ofbacksliding and
having vowed all sorts of oaths@li mercy and charity in the
morning, they would murder all their prisoners before evening.
But progress is ever the result of slow and ceaseless labor, and
finally the most unscrupulous of knights was forced to obey the
rules of hisficlas® or suffer thecongquences.

These rules were different in the various parts of Europe, but
they all made much dfiservic@ and floyalty to dutyd The
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Middle Ages regarded service as something very noble and
beautiful. It was no disgrace to be a servant (for JE$uist
Himself was a servant), provided you were a good servant and
did not slacken on the job. As for loyalty, at a time when life
depended upon the faithful performance of many unpleasant
duties, it was the chief virtue of the fighting man.

A youngknight therefore was asked to swear that he would
be faithful as a servant to God and as a servant to his King.
Furthermore, he promised to be generous to those whose need
was greater than his own. He pledged his word that he would
be humble in hipersoml behavior and would never boast of
his own accomplishments and that he would be a friend of all
those who suffered, (with the exception of the Mohammedans,
whom he was expected to kill on sight).

Around these vows, which were merely the Ten
Commandmenrsg expressed in terms which the people of the
Middle Ages could understand, there developed a complicated
system of manners and outward behavior. The knights tried to
model their own lives after the example of those heroes of
Arthur's Round Table an@harlanagne's court of whom the
Troubadours had told them and of whom you may read in many
delightful books. They hoped that they might prove as brave as
Lancelot and as faithful as Roland. They carried themselves
with dignity and they spoke careful andagiouswords that
they might be known as True Knights, however humble the cut
of their coat or the size of their purse.
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In this way the order of Knighthood became a school of those
good manners which are the oil of the social machinery.
Chivalry came tanean ourtesy and the feudal castle showed
the rest of the world what clothes to wear, how to eat, and the
thousand and one little things of evelgy behavior which help
to make life interesting and agreeable.

Like all human institutions, Knightloml wasdoomed to
perish as soon as it had outlived its usefulness.

The crusades, about which one of the next chapters tells,
were followed by a great revival of trade. Cities grew overnight.
The townspeople became rich, hired gaotioolteacherand
soon were he equals of the knights. The invention of
gunpowderdeprived the heavily armef@iChevalied of his
former advantage and the use of mercenaries made it impossible
to conduct a battle with the delicate niceties of a chess
tournament. The knight becamseperfuous. Soon he became a
ridiculous figure. It was said that the noble Don Quixote de la
Mancha had been the last of the true knights. After his death,
his trusted sword and his armor were sold to pay his debts.

But somehow or other that sword seeto lave fallen into
the hands of a number of men.

Washington carried it during the hopeless days of Valley
Forge. It was the only defense of Gordon, when he had refused
to desert the people who had been entrusted tcanes and
stayed to meet his déain the besieged fortress of Khartoum.
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And | am not quite sure but that it proved of invaluable strength
in winning the Great War.
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The average man of the Middle Ages lived a very simple and
uneventful life. Even if he as a free citizen, able to come and
go at will, he rarely left his own neighborhood. There were no
printed books and only a few manuscripts. Here and there, a
small ban of industrious monks taught reading and writing and
some arithmetic. But science antstbry and geography lay
buried beneath the ruins of Greece and Rome.

Whatever most people knew about the past they had learned
by listening to stories and legendsuc8 information, which
goes from father to son, is often slightly incorrect in dethus,
it will preserve the main facts of history with astonishing
accuracy. After more than two thousand years, the mothers of
India still frighten their naughty childreloy telling them that
filskander will get thend, and Iskander is none other than
Alexande the Great, who visited India in the year 330 before
the birth of Christ, but whose story has lived through all these
ages.

Most people of the early Middle Ages newaw a textbook
of Roman history. They were ignorant of many things which
everyschoolloy to-day knows before he has entered the third
grade. But the Roman Empire, which is merely a name to you,
was to them something very much alive. They felt it. They
willingly recognized the Pope as their spiritual leader because
he lived in Rome and remented the idea of the Roman super
power. And they were profoundly grateful when Charlemagne,
and afterwards Otto the Great, revived the idea of a world
empire and craad the Holy Roman Empire, that the world
might again be as it had been.

But the facthat there were two different heirs to the Roman
tradition placed the faithful burghers of the Middle Ages in a
difficult position. The Pope alleged that since the igmf
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superseded the secular, that his ultimate authority was above the
Emp er or §thingi But semvedemperors rejected such an
arranggment, and some tried to use political and military means
to control the Papacy.

Under those circumstances, whatrgvéhe people to do?
Some rightly began to realize that the Pope was an imposter and
Anti-Christ within the Church, but most did not. So most tried
to obey both the Pope and his King. But the Pope and the
Emperor were sometimes enemies. Which side staodldiful
subject and an equally dutiful Christian take?

It was a hard question forast people at the time to answer.
When the Emperor happened to be a man of energy and was
sufficiently well provided with money to organize an army, he
was very apt teross the Alps and march on Rome, besiege the
Pope in his own palace if need be, anatéohim to obey the
imperial instructions or suffer the consequences.

But more frequently the Pope was the stronger. Then the
Emperor or the King together with all hisubjects was
excommunicated. This meant that all churches were closed, that
no one cou be baptized, that no dying man could be given
absolutioni in short, that half of the functions of mediseval
government came to an end.

More than that, the people reeabsolved from their oath of
loyalty to their sovereign and were urged to rebel ag¢airesr
master. But if they followed this advice of the distant Pope and
were caught, they were hanged by their figat.ege Lord and
that too was very unpleasant.

Indeed, the poor fellows were in a difficult position and none
fared worse than those whiged during the latter half of the
eleventh century, when the Emperor Henry IV of Germany and
Pope Gregory VII fought a twoound battle which decided
nothing and updethe peace of Europe for almost fifty years.
Sadly, these were wicked men, neithemdiich knew Christ
nor were serving Christdés inter

In the middle of the eleventh century there had been a strong
movement for change in the church. The electioth® Popes,
thus far, had been a most irregular affair. It was to the advantage
of the Holy Roman Emperors to have a weikposed priest
elected to the Holy See. They frequently came to Rome at the
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time of election and used their influence for the bérwgfone
of their friends.

In the year 1059 this had been changed. By a decree of Pope
Nicholas Il,the principal priests and deacons of the churches in
and around Rome were organized into theated College of
Cardinals, and this gathering of prommmechurchmen (the
word fiCardinab meant principal) was given the exclusive
power of eleting the future Popes. This greatly enhanced their
power.

In the year 1073he College of Cardinals elected a priest by
the name of Hildebrand, the son of very denparents in
Tuscany, as Pope, and he took the name of Gregory VII. His
energy was unhmded. His belief in the supreme powers of the
Papacy was unequivocal. In the mind of Gregory, the Pope
was not only the absolute head of the Christian church, $uit al
the highest Court of Appeal in all worldly matters. The Pope
who had elevated simpl€erman princes to the dignity of
Emperor could depose them at will. He could veto any law
passed by duke or king or emperor, but whosoever should
guestion a papal de@glet him beware, for the punishment
would be swift and merciless. No such power s@sferred
upon him in the word of God, &
in the office of the Man of Sin and ArBhrist.

Gregory sent ambassadors to all the Europsaurts to
inform the potentates of Europe of his new laws and asked them
to take due nate of their contents. William the Conqueror
promised to be good, but Henry IV, who since the age of six
had been fighting with his subjects, had no intention of
submiting to the Papal will. He called together a college of
German bishops, accused Gregoirgvery crime under the sun
and then had him deposed by the council of Worms.

The Pope answered with excommunication and a demand
that the German princes rid thema of their unworthy ruler.
The German princes, only too happy to be rid of Henry,daske
the Pope to come to Augsburg and help them elect a new
Emperor.

Gregory left Rome and travellechorthward. Henry, who
was no fool, appreciated the danger of histfmys At all costs
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he must make peace with the Pope, and he must do it at once.
In the midst of winter, he crossed the Alps and hastened to
Canossa where the Pope had stopped for a short rest. Three long
days, from the 25th to the 28th of January of tkaryl077,
Henry, dressed as a penitent pilgrim (but with a warm sweater
underneath his onkish garb), waited outside the gates of the
castle of Canossa. Then he was allowed to enter and was
pardoned for his sins. But the repentance did not last long. As
soon as Henry had returned to Germany, he behaved exactly as
before.Again, he was excommmicated.

For the second time a council of German bishops deposed
Gregory, but this time, when Henry crossed the Alps he was at
the head of a large army, besiegmme and forced Gregory to
retire to Salerno, where he died in exile. This first violent
outbreak decided nothing. As soon as Henry was back in
Germany, the struggle between Pope and Emperor was
continued.

The Hohenstaufen family which got hold of theplenial
German Throne shortly afterwards, were even more
independent than their predecass Gregory had claimed that
the Popes were superior to all kings because they (the Popes) at
the Day of Judgement would be responsible for the behavior of
all the shep of their flock, and in the eyes of God, a king was
one of that faithful herd.

Fredeick of Hohenstaufen, commonly known as Barbarossa
or Red Beard, set up the countéatim that the Empire had been
bestowed upon his predecessby God himselb and asthe
Empire included Italy and Rome, he began a campaign which
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was to add thesélost piovince® to the northern country.
Barbarossa accidentally drowned in Asia Minor during the
second Crusade, but his son Frederick Il, a brilliant young man
who in his yaith had been exposed to the civilization of the
Mohammedans of Sicily, continued the whine Popes accused
him of heresy. It is true that Frederick seems to have felt a deep
and serious contempt for the rough Christian world of the
North, for the boorishGerman Knights and the intriguing
Italian priests. But he held his tongue, went on as@de and
took Jerusalem from the infidel and was duly crowned as King
of the Holy City. Even this act did not placate the Popes. They
deposed Frederick and gave hididta possessions to Charles
of Anjou, the brother of that King Louis of France who beeam
famous as Saint Louis.

This led to more warfare. Conrad V, the son of Conrad IV,
and the last of the Hohenstaufens, tried to regain the kingdom,
and was defeated drdecapitated at Naples. But twenty years
later, the French who had made themselves otigily
unpopular in Sicily were all murdered during thecsdled
Sicilian Vespers, and so it went.

The quarrel between the Popes and the Emperors was never
settled but the shameful infighting subsided to some degree.

In the year 1278, Rudolph of Hapsh was elected
Emperor. He did not take the trouble to go to Rome to be
crowned. The Popes did not object, but neither did they
capitulate. Indeed, neither side adedtterror, but both were
weary of war, at least for a time.

It is an ill wind, however that bloweth no good to someone.
The little cities of Italy, by a process of careful balancing, had
managed to increase their power and their independence at the
expense of both Emperors and Popes. When the rush for the
Holy Land began, they were ablehandle the transportation
problem of the thousands of eager pilgrims who were clamoring
for passage, and at the end of the Crusades they had built
themselves such strong deges of brick and of gold that they
could to some degree defy Pope and Emperor.

Nevertheless, most of Christendom remained mesmerized
by Romanism and the Papacy, which each century seemed to
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add some false doctrine or false worship practice into the
churches, taking the Church further away from the Christianity
ordained in the word a&od.
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During three centuries there had been relative peace between
Christians and Moslems except in Spain and in the eastern
Roman Empire, the two states defending the gateways of
Europe. The Mohammedans, having conqueredaSyr the
seventh century, were in possessbf the Holy Land and by
sword they had conquered North Africa and the Middle East as
well. The Moslems would like to have conquered the world for
Islam by sword, but God in His Providence kept these horrible
infidels at bay and from subjugating all theoples under their
ignorant errors.

Nevertheless, the Arab Moslems, having subjugated vast
territories under Islam, did allow some freedoms to Christians,
albeit still oppressing them. For Moslems regardedslasia
great prophet (though not quite as@ as Mohammed), and so
maintained some limited respect for Christianity., tBey did
not interfere with the Christian pilgrims who wished to pray in
the church which Helena, the mother of the Emperor
Constanne, had built on the spot thoughtto beeChst 6 s g
But early in the eleventh century, a Tartar tribe from the wilds
of Asia, called the Seljuks or Turks, became masters of the
Mohammedan state in western Asia and then the period of even
limited tolelance came to an end. The Turks took alAsia
Minor away from the eastern Roman Emperors and they made
an end to the trade between east and west.

Alexis, the Emperor, who rarely saw anything of his
Christian neighbors of the west, appealed for helppeamated
to the danger which threatened &pe should the Turks take
Constantinople. The Iltalian cities which had established
colonies along the coast of Asia Minor and Palestine, in fear for
their possessions, reported terrible stories of Turkisitiigs
and Christian suffering. All Europgot excited.
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Pope Urban II, a Frenchman from Reims, who had been
educated at the same famous cloister of Cluny which had
trained Gregory VII, thought that the time had come for action.
The general state of Eurepwas far from satisfactory. The
primitive agricultural methods of that day (unchanged since
Roman times) caused a constant scarcity of food. There was
unemployment anchunger, and these are apt to lead to
discontent and riots. Western Asia in older days ted
millions. It was an excellent fieldfor the purpose of
immigration.

Therefore at the council of Clermonin Francein the year
1095 the Pope arose, described the terrible horrors which the
infidels had inflicted upon the Holy Land, gavegbwing
description of this country whiokver since the days of Moses
had been overflowing with milk and honey, and exhorted the
knights of France and the people of Europe in general to leave
wife and child and deliver Palestine from the Turks.

A waveof religious hysteria swept across the coent. All
reason stopped. Men would drop their hammer and saw, walk
out of their shop and take the nearest road to the east to go and
kill Turks. Children would leave their homes figo to
Palestine and bring tle terrible Turks to their knees by the
mereappeal of their youthful zeal and Christian piety. Fully
ninety percent of those enthusiasts never got within sight of the
Holy Land. They had no money. They were forced to beg or
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steal to keep alive. They becamealanger to the safety of the
highroadsand they were killed by the angry country people.

The first Crusade, a wild mob of sincere but deluded
Christians, defaulting bankrupts, penniless noblemen and
fugitives from justice, following the lead of haifazy Peter the
Hermit and Waltewithouta-Cent, began their campaign
against the Infidels by murdering all the Jews whom they met
by the way. They got as far as Hungary and then they were all
killed.

This experience taught the Church a lesson. Enthusias
alone would not set the Holy Land freerg@nization was as
necessary as goadill and courage. A year was spent in
training and equipping an army of 200,000 men. They were
placed under command of Godfrey of Bouillon, Robert, duke of
Normandy, Robert, amt of Flanders, and a number of other
noblemen, all experienced in the art of war.

In the year 1096this second crusade started upon its long
voyage. At Constantinople the knights did homage to the
Emperor. (For as | have told you, traditions derd, and a
Roman Emperor, however poor and powerless, was still held in
great respect). Then they crossedoi Asia, killed all the
Moslems who fell into their hands, stormed Jerusalem,
massacred the Mohammedan population, and marched to the
Holy Sepulcler to give praise and thanks amidst tears of piety
and gratitude. But soon the Turks were strengthened by the
arrival of fresh troops. Then they retook Jerusalem and in turn
killed the faithful followers of the Cross.

187



LET ME TELL YOU THE REAL STORY OF MANKIND

During the next two centuries, sevether crusades took
place. Gradually the Crusaders learned the technique of the trip.
The land voyage was dotedious and too dangerous. They
preferred to cross the Alps and go to Genoa or Venice where
they took ship for the east. The Genoese and the Meset
made this trandlediterranean passenger service a very
profitable business. They charged exorbitanéegatnd when
the Crusaders (most of whom had very little money) could not
pay the price, these ltalidiprofiteer® kindly allowed them to
fiwork thar way acros In return for a fare from Venice to
Acre, the Crusader undertook to do a stated amounglairig
for the owners of his vessel. In this wayenice greatly
increased her territory along the coast of the Adriatic and in
Greece, where Athertsecame a Venetian colony, and in the
islands of Cyprus and Crete and Rhodes.

All this, however, helpe little in settling the question of the
Holy Land. After the first enthusiasm had worn off, a short
crusading trip became part of the liberal ediacaof every
well-bred young man, and there never was any lack of
candidates for service in Palestine. B old zeal was gone.
And it was becoming apparent the whole-gisded and poorly
planned enterprise would come to nothing. From a military and
padlitical point of view the Crusades were a failure. Jerusalem
and a number of cities were taken and lost. gkenh little
kingdoms were established in Syria and Palestine and Asia
Minor, but they were reonquered by the Turks and after the
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year 1244 (whenejusalem became definitely Turkish) the
status of the Holy Land was the same as it had been before 1095.
The Crusades actually weakened the old Byzantine Empire
(formerly the Eastern Roman Empire). It had survived for
centuries after the Western Roman (i@ had fallen. But
following the Crusades Turkish Moslems were mobilized to
conquer what remained of finally conquering its glorious
capital of Constantinople itself, as | had explained to you in a
previous chapter. Constantinople was renamedbstaand
later became the capital of the Moslem Otaar&Empire.

The Crusader did carry away some positive things from his
expeditions though. He brought home with him several new
foodstuffs such as peaches and spinach which he planted in his
gardenand grew for his own benefit. He gave up the custom of
wearing a loadf heavy armor and appeared in the flowing
robes of silk or cotton which were the traditional habit of the
followers of Muhammed and were originally worn by the
Turks. And he acquirednowledge of civilization which he
would never have learned if he hadygd home.

Europe had undergone a great change during the Crusades.
The people of the west had been allowed a glimpse of the wider
world and the civilization of the east. Their horizeas greatly
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expanded. And they 4discovered in places like
Constannople many things which had been lost to them for
centuries.
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Theearly part of the Middle Ages had been an era of pioneering
and of settlement. A mepeople, who thus far had lived outside
the wild range of forest, mountains and marshes which
protected the nortkastern frontier of the Roman Empire, had
forced its wayinto the plains of western Europe and had taken
possession of most of the land. Thesre restless, as all
pioneers have been since the beginning of time. They liked to
be fion the ga They cut down the forests and they cut each
other's throats with equahergy. Few of them wanted to live in
cities. They insisted upon beirfifyee0 they loved to feel the
fresh air of the hillsides fill their lungs while they drove their
herds across the wirglvept pastures. When they no longer
liked their old homes, theyutled up stakes and went away in
search of fresh adventures.

The weaker ones e€i. The hardy fighters and the
courageous women who had followed their men into the
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wilderness survived. In this wathey developed a strong race
of men. They cared littléor the graces of life. They were too
busy to play the fiddle or write pieces ofghy. They had little
love for discussions. The priefthe learned mayof the village
(and before the middle of the thirteenth century, a layman who
could read and writevas regarded asfsissyo) was looked to
answer religious questions. Meanwhile terman chieftain,
the Frankish Baron, the Northman Duke (or whatever their
names and titles) occupied their share of the territory which
once had been part of the great RonEmpire and among the
ruins of past glory, they built a world of their own which
pleased them mightily and which they considered quite perfect.
They managed the affairs of their castle and the surrounding
country to the best of their ability. They gealéy were loyal to
the Church. They were sufficiently loyal to their king or
empero to keep on good terms with those distant but always
dangerous potentates. In short, they tried to do right and to be
fair to their neighbors without being exactly unfaittheir own
interests.

It was not an ideal world in which they found themsslv
The greater part of the people were serfs foilllains,0
farmhandsvho were as much a part of the soil upon which they
lived as the cows and sheep whose stables thayedhThe
serfs did not complain but when they were too hard driven, they
would dieoff like cattle which are not fed and stabled in the
right way, and then something would be hastily done to better
their condition. Spdo not be too sentimental about figood
old dayso
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Many people who only see the beautiful churches and the
great works of art which the Middle Ages have left behind grow
quite eloquent when they compare our own ugly civilization
with its hurry and its noise and the evil smells atlkfiring
motor trucks with the cities of a thousand years ago. But these
medisevalchurches were invariably surrounded by miserable
hovels compared to which a modern tenement house stands
forth as a luxurious palace. It is true that the noble Lancelot and
the equally noble Parsifal, the young hero who went in search
of the Holy Grail, wee not bothered by the odor of gasoline.
But there were other smells of the barnyard varietglors of
decaying refuse which had been thrown into the streépig-
sties surrounding the Bishop's paldcef unwashed people
who had inherited their coatad hats from their grandfathers
and who had never learned the blessing of soap. | do not want
to paint too unpleasant a picture. But when you read in the
ancent chronicles that the King of France, looking out of the
windows of his palace, fainted at thinch caused by the pigs
rooting in the streets of Paris, when an ancient manuscript
recounts a few details of an epidemic of the plague or of small
pox, thenyou begin to understand thigdrogress is something
more than a catchword used by modern adsieg men.
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No, there has been progress in the last seven hundred years,
and God often used the institutions in the cities to accomplish
it. Jerusalemwa t he heart of | ife and
church during many centuries of the Old Testamen
dispensation. Egypt and Babylonia and Assyria had been a
world of cities. Greece had been a country of Stgtes. The
history of Phoenicia was the hisyoof two cities called Sidon
and Tyre. The Roman Empire was fienterlana of a single
town. For centuries cities had been a major facet of the
civilizations. Then came the great migrations. The Roman
Empire was destroyed. The cities were burned dowth an
Europe once more became a land of pastures and little
agricultural villages. During the Middl&ges a significant
portion of the fields of civilization had lain fallow, especially in
much of western Europe.

The Crusades had prepared the soil for a new crop. It was
time for the harvest, but the fruit was plucked by the burghers
of the free cities.
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| have told you the story of the castles and the monasteries,
with their heavy stone enclosureshe homeof the knights
and the monks, who guarded men's bodies and their souls. You
have seen how a few artisans (butchers and bakers and an
occasioml candlestick maker) came to live near the castle to
tend to the wants of their masters and to find protectiarase
of danger. Sometimes the feudal lord allowed these people to
surround their houses with a stockade. But they were dependent
for their living upon the goodavill of the mighty Seigneur of the
castle. When he went abotitey knelt before him and kisse
his hand.

Then came the Crusades and many things changed. The
migrations had driven people from the needist to the west.
The Crusades ade millions of people travel from the west to
the highly civilized regions of the sou#fast. They discovered
tha the world was not bounded by the four walls of their little
settlement. They came to appreciate better clothes, more
comfortable houses, nedishes, products of the mysterious
Orient. After their return to their old homes, they insisted that
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they be supleed with those articles. The peddler with his pack
upon his back the only merchant of the Dark Agésadded
these goods to his old merché&e] bought a cart, hired a few
ex-crusaders to protect him against the crime wave which
followed this great interational war, and went forth to do
business upon a more modern and larger scale. His career was
not an easy one. Every time he entered theadtosrof another

lord, he had to pay tolls and taxes. But the business was
profitable all the same and the peddientinued to make his
rounds.

Soon certain energetic merchants discovered that the goods
which they had always imported from afar ablle made at
home. They turned part of their homes into a workshop. They
ceased to be merchants and became manwéas. They sold
their products not only to the lord of the castle and to the abbot
in his monastery, but they exported them to nearby towms.
lord and the abbot paid them with products of their farms, eggs
and wines, and with honey, which in thosdyedays was used
as sugar. But the citizens of distant towns were obliged to pay
in cash and the manufacturer and the merchant began to own
little pieces of gold, which entirely changed their position in the
society of the early Middle Ages.

It is difficult for you to imagine a world without money. In a
modern city one cannot possible live without money. All day
long you carry a pocket fullfemall disks of metal and paper
to fipay your wayo You need a quarter for the toll booth, several
dollars for a thner, and several dimes for a newspaper. But
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many people of the early Middle Ages never saw a piece of
coined money from the time they wererb to the day of their
death. The gold and silver of Greece and Rome lay buried
beneath the ruins of their citie§he world of the migrations,
which had succeeded the Empire, was an agricultural world.
Every farmer raised enough grain and enough shekeraough
cows for his own use.

The mediaeval knight was a country squire and was rarely
forced to pay for mzrials in money. His estates produced
everything that he and his family ate and drank and wore on
their backs. The bricks for his house werade along the banks
of the nearest river. Wood for the rafters of the hall was cut from
the baronial forest. Théew articles that had to come from
abroad were paid for in goo@sn honeyi in eggsi in fagots.
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But the Crusades upset the routifiéhe old agricultural life
in a very drastic fashion. Suppose that the Duke of Hildesheim
was going to the Holy &nd. He must travel thousands of miles
and he must pay his passage and his {imillsl At home he
could pay with products of his farm. But beuld not well take
a hundred dozen eggs andaatloadof hams with him to satisfy
the greed of the shipping ageof Venice or thennkeeperof
the Brenner Pass. These gentlemen insisted upon cash. His
lordship therefore was obliged to take a small goaof gold
with him upon his voyage. Where could he find this gold? He
could borrow it from the Lombards, thesgendants of the old
Longobards, who had turned professional meleeglers, who
seated behind their exchangdle (commonly known as
fibanc® or bank) were glad to let his grace have a few hundred
gold pieces in exchange for a mortgage upon his estatgs, th
they might be repaid in case his lordship should die at the hands
of the Turks.

That was dangerous business for the borrower. In the end,
the Lombards invariably owned the estates and the Knight
became a bankrupt, who hired himself out as a fightiag ta
a more powerful and more careful neighbor.
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His grace could also go to that part of the town where the
Jews were forced to live. Thene could borrow money at a rate
of fifty or sixty percent interest. That, too, was bad business.
But was there a ay out? Some of the people of the little city
which surrounded the castle were said to have money. They had
known the young lord all his lifedis father and their fathers
had been good friends. They would not be unreasonable in their
demands. Very well. 4 lordship's clerk, a monk who could
write and keep accounts, sent a note to lestknown
merchants and asked for a small loan. The towsEpemet in
theworkroomof thejewelerwho made chalices for the nearby
churches and discussed this demand. Toeyld not well
refuse. It would serve no purpose to askfiateresto In the
first place, it was against the religious principles of the &om
Catholic Church. (The Protestant Reformers corrected this
error, but more about them later.) In the secondeplé would
never be paid except in agricultural products and of these the
people had enough and to spare.

fiBut,0 suggested the tailor whepent his days quietly sitting
upon his table and who was somewhat of a philosopher,
fisuppose that we ask some favor in return for our money. We
are all fond of fishing. But his lordship won't let us fish in his
brook. Suppose thave let him have a hundieducats and that
he give us in return a written guarantee allowing us to fish all
we want in all of his rivers. Then he gets the hundred which he
needs, but we get the fish and it will be good business all
aroundo

The day his lordship accepted this position (it seemed
such an easy way of getting a hundred gold pieces) he signed
the deatkhwarrant of his own power. His clerk drew up the
agreement. His lordship made his mark (for he could not sign
his name) and depad for the East. Two years later t&me
back, dead broke. The townspeople were fishing in the castle
pond. The sight of this silent row of anglers annoyed his
lordship. He told his equerry to go and chase the crowd away.
They went, but that night a dglation of merchants visited the
castle They were very polite. They congratulated his lordship
upon his safe return. They were sorry his lordship had been
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annoyed by the fishermen, but as his lordship might perhaps
remember he had given them permissioddaso himself, and

the tailor producethe Charter which had been kept in the safe
of thejewelerever since the master had gone to the Holy Land.

His lordship was much annoyed. But once more he was in
dire need of some money. In Italy he had signechhise to
certain documents which wereow in the possession of
Salvestro dei Medici, the welinown banker. These documents
were fipromissory notesand they were due two months from
date. Their total amount came to three hundred and forty
pounds, Flemish dd. Under these circumstances, the leob
knight could not well show the rage which filled his heart and
his proud soul. Instead, he suggested another little loan. The
merchants retired to discuss the matter.

After three days they came back and Sgielso They were
only too happy to be abte help their master in his difficulties,
but in return for the 345 golden pounds would he give them
another written promise (another charter) that they, the
townspeople, might establish a council of their own to be
elected by all the merchants and freezens of the city, said
council to manage civic affairs without interference from the
side of the castle?

His lordship was confoundedly angry. But again, he needed
the money. He saiges andsigned the charter. Nemteek, he
repented. He called his sadds and went to the house of the
jewelerand asked for the documents which his crafty subjects
had cajoled out of him under the pressure of circumstances. He
took them away and burned them. The townspeople stood by
ard said nothing. But when next his Igidp needed money to
pay for the dowry of his daughter. he was unable to get a single
penny. After that little affair at the e w e hiscreditsvas not
considered good. He was forced to eat hurpliideand offer to
make certain reparations. Before his dehip got the first
installment of the stipulated sum, the townspeople were once
more in possession of all their old charters and a brand new one
which permitted them to build f@ity hallo and a strong tower
where allthe charters might be kept protectaghinst fire and
theft, which really meant protected against future violence on
the part of the lord and his armed followers.
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This, in a very general way, is what happened during the
centuries which followed the Crades. It was a slow process,
this gradial shifting of power from the castle to the city. There
was some fighting. A few tailors anfelwelerswerekilled, and
a few castles went up in smoke. But such occurrences were not
common. Almost imperceptibly the tos grew richer and the
feudal lords gew poorer. To maintain themselves they were
foreverforced to exchange charters of civic liberty in return for
ready cash. The cities grew. They offered an asylum to runaway
serfs who gained their liberty after theydhaved a number of
years behind theity walls. They came to be the home of the
more energetic elements of the surrounding country districts.
They were proud of their new importance and expressed their
power in the churches and public buildings which teected
around the oldnarketplacewhere centuries before the barter
of eggs and sheep and honey and salt had taken place. They
wanted their children to have a better chance in life than they
had enjoyed themselves. They hired monks to come to their city
and beschoolteachersWhen they hearof a man who could
paint pictures upon boards of wood, they offered him a pension
if he would come and cover the walls of their chapels and their
town hall with scenes from the Holy Scriptures. (This too was
before he Protestant Reformation, when memiagealized
like the iconoclasts and early Christiartsat we should not
make images of God, and churches and worship should be
simple.)

, AWR B3 { . ]
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Meanwhile his lordship, in the dreary and drafty halls of his
castle, aw all this upstart splendor and regjted the day when
first he had signed away a single one of his sovereign rights and

I
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prerogatives. But he was helpless. The townspeople with their
well-filled strongboxes snapped their fingers at him. They were
free man, fully prepared to hold what they dhgained by the
sweat of their brow and after a struggle which had lasted for
more than ten generations.
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Datesare a very useful invention. We could rai without
them but unless we are very careful, they willypacks with

us. They are apt to make history too precise. For example, when
| talk of the pointof-view of medeval man, | do not mean that

on the 31st of December of the year 476, suddehiiyeapeople

of Europe saidf{iAh, now the Roman Empire has certo an

end and we are living in the Middle Ages. How interesting!

You could have found men at the Frankish court of
Charlemagne who were Romans in their habits, in their
manners, in their adook upon life. On the other hand, when
you grow up you willdiscover that some of the people in this
world have never passed beyond the-@heistian era. Times
and ages can overlap, and the ideas of succeeding generations
play tag with each other. Bittis possible to study the minds of
a good many true repregatives of the Middle Ages and then
give you an idea of the average man's attitude toward life and
the many difficult problems of living.

First of all, remember that the people of the Middle Ages did
not generally think of themselves as fis@n ciizens, who
could come and go at will and shape their future. There was far
|l ess of what we know of today
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that ust means your occupation can be other than what your
parent was) and O6geographic mo
change, so you can guess what geographic mobility means).
People generally were of the same station as their parents and
remained in the sanger e a . | f kniglet,dhent f at he
was expected the son would be .
werea serf, then it was expected the son would be a serf.

Furthermore, like the Gefitaring Christians of all eras, they
were cognizant of the coming Day of Judgment, Heaven, and
Hell. They recognized the brevity of this life, and so they
wisely pre@red for the life hereafter. Unlike the foolish
atheists, theyealized there was a God and that He would judge
the world in righteousness.
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Butsadly,in this era before the Protestant Reformation many
people had a poor understanding of what the eBtelches.
Few could read and write. And so many had to desertely
upon what the leaders of the Church told them, for they could
not read the Bible themselves. Sadly, however, as the power of
the Pope and His Romish Church grew, so grew the level of
superstition and false doctrine. There were many who heard the
pure gospel of free grace in Christ, but there were far more who
heard the lies of the Pope that men could be saved based upon
their supposedly 6good wor ks¢
increasinty meant doing things like making certain
pilgrimages or obsemg Lent that had no basis in scripture, but
were simply invented by men. Such lies kept men in terror, lest
their works were not enough to be saved. Sometimes, their fear
of the future filledtheir souls with humility and piety, but often
it influenced hem the other way and made them cruel and
sentimental. They would first of all murder all the women and
children of a captured city and then they would devoutly march
to a holy spot and with #ir hands gory with the blood of
innocent victims, they wouldrpy to a saint or to Mary to plead
their forgiveness before God.
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Of course, the Crusaders were Knights and obeyed a
somewhat different code of manners from the common men.
But in such repects the common man was just the same as his
master. He, toacesembled a shy horse, easily frightened by a
shadow or a silly piece of paper, capable of excellent and
faithful service but liable to run away and do terrible damage
when his feverish imagation saw a ghost.

In judging these people, however, it isseito remember the
terrible disadvantages under which they lived. Many had just
come out of paganism where they had thought every tree and
stump was a god. Many had never been taught tcoreadte,
and it was hardly in the interest of the Pope omhisions to
teach them either. Many were fighting for sheer survival
against the diseases that plagued human societies, the crimes
and wars that permeated these societies, and the requirement t
provide the basic necessities of life. And they lacked mibst
our advantages which were ushered in with the Protestant
Reformation.  Even for those who could read their own
language, the Bible was not in their own language, but in the
languages of Lat, Greek, and Hebrew. With all of these
disadvantages, it lsy the grace of God that there were yet those
like the Waldenses that knew the gospel truth.
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