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PREFACE

Twis Manual has been prepared by a Committee appointed by the
Synod of the Frce Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

Since it took up a separate position in May 1893 the practice of
the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland in her courts has been
guided by The Practice of the Free Church of Scotland, Fourth
Edition, as revised in 1886 by a committee under the convenership of
the late Sir Henry Moncreiff. This edition is now out of print, and
rather than merely reprint it, the Synod instructed this manual to
be prepared. Its object is to present such of the principles and rules
of practice of the Free Church of Scotland of 1843 as are appropriate
to the present situation of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland,
together with the eflect of resolutions passed by the Synod since 1893
which relate to practice.

It is to be clearly understood that the practice of the Free Pres-
byterian Church is still to be guided by the principles and rules set
forth in The Practice of the Free Church of Scotland of 1843 and
that the Fourth edition of Moncreiff’s Practice is therefore not super-
seded. For example, if a change of circumstances should reguire
the Church 10 constitute a General Assembly the rules regulating
the relationship between that Assembly and the Provincial Synods,
and between them and the Presbyteries will still be found in
Moncreiff’s Praciice Fourth edition.

The Commitiee hope that this manual will prove useful to the
church and supply the want which has been felt, especially by
office-bearers, since the Fourth edition of Moncreifl’s Practice has
become so difficult to obtain.

The Committee record their gratitude to the Church’s ngal
Adviser, James P. H. Mackay, Q.C., as a member of the Comnmutice
for his invaluable guidance and help throughout the Committee’s

work.

March 196Y. ROBERT R. SINCLAIR,

Convener.
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CHAPTER I

THE KIRK-SESSION—ITS CONSTITUTION, POWERS AND
FUNCTIONS

PART [—The Constitution and Officials of the K irk-Session

Tne Constitution of a Kirk-Session in the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland is founded on principles indicated in the Word

CHAP. L

el ——

ParT L.

of God. The two leading principles are—(1) That the Scriptures pf Leading prin-
thhe New Testament describe an office of government or ruling In ciples.

each Church or Congregation as an office which may be exercised
by parties who are not set apart as teachers or pastors; and (2) That
the evidence of the Old Testament writings and of relative history
as to the constitution of the Jewish synagogue, combines with the
apostolic references in the New Testament, and with the practice of
the early Christian Church, in giving divine sanction to the existence
of a body of Elders in each Congregation who are called, along with
the pastor or pastors, 10 administer the laws of Christ in that
Congregation. These two principles are held in connexion with the
fundamental Presbyterian doctrine, that, under the Christian dis-
pensation, no servant of Christ is warranted to exercise lordly
authority over God's heritage; but that all Church government in
the hands of Church officers is strictly ministerial, and cannot
supersede the direct authority of Christ’s Word over the consciences
of individual members in his body.

In the application of these principles to the case of Kirk-Sessions,
the following rules_of practice_have arisen:—

1. The Pastor or Pastors of each Congregation, along with a
suitable number of Eiders, who are not pastofs, constitute a govern-
ing body, which is called the Kirk-Session.

2 Those Elders who do not exercise the pastorai Oflice are calied

ﬁRuling Eiders. This designation describes their function as that

of exercising spiritual oversight in the Church of Christ according
to his Word. The number of Ruling Elders for each Congregation
has never been fixed in the history of the Church of Scotland. The
principle announced in the Second Book of Discipline 18 still
maintained in the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, that the
number ought to be regulated by “the bounds and necessity of the
pcople.” These Elders are elected for life, or until they cease 10 be

members of the Congregation, or (heir resignation be accepted of, or

they be held and declared to have resigned through long absence

Members.

Pastor or Pastors.

Ruling Elders.
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: . The Kirk-Session—Is Constitutt Jhcial }
8  The Practice of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland irk-Session—Its Constitution and Officials

5. A peison formerly ordained o the oflice of the Eldership in CHAL L.

CHAP. i. : * i : : ( _ . |
from sessional meetings, or they be deposed. They may be, and a different Congregation from thal to which he now belongs (or

— . - . ) . ; ) . ’.&Ri {.
Part L. Efjl;;ll!gsﬂr%hgﬂgzﬁi? II: l““;“;:zndigiﬁ“r:t?_r;f] Sﬁf:'fé;l:{:}‘ tﬁ; s the same Congregalion at a previous period, having since ceased 10 mﬂ:““ o an
‘ principle ha < R N belong 1o it, but having now returned (o i), is rcgarded as refaling  Elder foymerly -

adoption of the Second Book of Discipline (o the present time, that, ™ : : _ : . o
; , ’ o} g d the status of an Elde the Free P cothind. ordained.
through the appointment of a sufficient number, fhe burden of thef L‘: rf i r in the Frec Presbyterian Church of Scotla

, : , . O A SR But he can only become (or be restored as) an Ekder of a particular
ﬁi’;‘;ﬂ ;";‘.“Ilh'j;Eﬂgrg;:::_y*“l::i']ﬁg';“; be oppressive; or interfere withV',_* .-~ Congregation, or a member of its Kirk-Session, when he has been
: ) ‘ ‘ \ . N clected as such 1 1 0
Election of 3. The clection of Ruling Elders belongs, in the Free Presbyterian N cted as such by the members of that Congregatlir
Ruling Elders.  ~ ' 4 e Hland. to the members of the Congregation in full munion, either at a congregational meeung, ok,
o and, 1o the merivers, o gregatl L ' _otherwise)according to the procedure adopted by

in carfying out the general principle that it appertaineth {o the
people to elect their oflice-bearers.—See Appendix No. 1. L.

6. There is no law of the Church requiring a Kirk-Session to meet Time of meeting.
on any fixed days, or at any fixed intervals. The praclice varies

' considerably. The praciice of meeiing on the Lord’s day is, to a
No detalled Directory as to the procedure In election has been : . . . ,
adopted since the Disruption in 1843. But the General Assembly of great ex(cnt, avoided as inexpedicnt, although in special or urgent

- : cases sfieelings may be held on that day. No absoluie rule can now )
f::s{niﬁycllggghi: ﬁ}ﬁiﬂttli?;“llafcéf{iﬁ e":;u‘bﬁjiti Tﬁé ;‘:ﬁ} é’_‘:ﬂt d)és“:;ii ' be Jaid down on the subject; but the practice is for the Kirk-Session

\ b s . SO . (o meet after a week-day prayer-meeting.
previous legistation that is inconsistent with its declarations and “" 9 The Kirk-Session is legally convened by authority of the Modeolcomen

1 is held that the mode of election may be regulated speciiically
by the Church Cousts, provided no arrangement be sanctioned that
is inconsistent with the free choice by the communicants, or with
the superintendence and judgment of the Kirk-Session.?. o0t

provisions.” Thal Act islf decares with conse o & oL e Madomor 61 by command-of 4 superor Court, cthe through 15
2 minute and detailed Directory for regulating the election of office public intimation from the pulpit, or through personal citation o
bearers: that the Church should be satisfied with a reco sition of Il the individual members. The citation 1 held suflicient, tf a

' ; SN 8 reasonable time be allowed by it for the attendance of the members.

general principles, and the adoption of one or two general rules;
and that reliance should be placed, in the meantime, upon the spirit
which seems generally to actuate both judicatories and congregations
of the Church, for avoiding the necessity of judicially determining
some points ot which a diversity of opinion might exist, and yel
securing general harmony in the appointnent of office-bearers, and ,
the peace and welfare of Congregations{The Act, while declaring _
that the election of El'ers should be conducted upon the same

prt

general principles as the election of Ministers, declares also, that
it is wubjeel o such mindifications as the neatire of the Case nn? the

No meeting of Kirk-Session can be held at an hour when the
Presbytery of the bounds or the Synod is sitting except by special
leave of the superior coutl. ,
8 1t is not usual for any adjournment to be made from one 2;';:;2;‘;:;“
sederunt of Kirk-Scssion to another. No decision has becn pro- unusual.
~ ~nounced with respect 1o the power of the Session to adjourn n any
A \ / circumstances. But the principle is clear, that no mecling can be
b \
4 ii

held on any particular day, for the transaction of any new business
not already Commenced, without notice hiaving been given o ol the
members, cilher personally apud acta or by personal cilalion
individually, or by intimation from the pulpit. |
9. The presence of a person invested with all the functions of the Nesesily for

presence ot PPaslee

ol T : : : Connregali pastoral oflice is held cssential to constitute a mecling of Kirk- as Maderaton,
Ihcy must be in full communion with the Congregation. ' Session. 1f there be only one Pastor or Minister in a Congregation
Fach of them must have attained the age of twenty-one years. - | '

They must possess more or fess of all the qualifications described e always presides at the Kirk-Session, and is called the Maderator.

e New T edful § o emirtia] . // if there be more than one, it is determined by _lhcir mutu;_ﬂ agrec-
in the New Testament, as ncediul jor persons exercising spiritua ment who shall acl as Moderator at any particular meeting; and
oversight in the Church, whether such persons be designated In

- . anv Pastor of a Congregation, when not acting as Moderator, sis
our Lransiation by the term hishop or by the term elder. Y BICE ’ B ’

l be “iend 4 cir : their walk l in the Kirk-Session as a constituent member.

. Ti ey Inust dor e f'"m"“?pfft o T Lp“'}fﬂ}'“ 10. Two members of Kirk-Session, along with the Moderator, e

in their altendance upon OrAINANCES, i strict in (heir observation form a suflicient quorum to enable the meeling to proceed Lo

of the Lord’s day, and in regularly keeping up the worship of God business

. . aga " . . . - 1 * an e

in their familics.” : , : 11. The Moderator may introduce any business to the Session, Pances ol Modvs
ey must be “men of good life and godly conversation, with-

. . {LLEL
el : : and may address them regarding it He has also, in common wtth
aut blame and all suspicion, careful for their Nock, wise, and, above V ay B g :

JHT =3I4L=ndsIl IHS T HETH

gy
practice aitd circumstances of the Congregations may sugges!

Quelifications of 4. The qualifications required of Ruling Elders are the foflow-
Ruling Elders.

, : LA the other nicmbers, the right of dissent and conmplaint agamst any
all things, fearing God.

An ordained Minister who, from any cause not involving Church {iﬁcisiﬂ?;ﬂ “lm _Prcsbylc::y or Sy;}:ui.hliui: he I_IElS_l.IlU dc:ibernlivc
L ' - B iy . “vole, although, in casc of an cquality, ic has a casting vote.
censure, is without a pastoral charge, is eligible as a Ruling Elder “17. 1t has been considercd as established by practice that, in i':::";'h‘i‘i‘"‘;;‘;::‘:“lj, 0
in the Congregation 10 Wh":h‘h: bel;lmgs. the absence of the Modcrator, any other minister of the Church  act fue bins. &
pp. L1,
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10 The Practice of the Free Preshyierian Church of Scatlamd

may preside in his room, if deputed by him to do so. But the General
Assembly of 1835, withoul condemning the acknowledged practice
of this substitution in cases of discipline, decided unanimously
that a Commission by a Kirk-Session to & Representative Elder

‘could not be sustained, if the person acting as Moderator had not

heen specially authorized by the Presbytery. A Minister acling in
the room of the Moderator is designated Modcrator pro fempore,
and signs the minute as such.

13. In the event of a vacancy in tue pastoral oftice, a Minister,
who is a Member of Presbytery, is appointed by the Presbytery to
act as Moderator of Session; and in the event of there being no
Ruling Elders, or only one through the death of those who held the
office or otherwise, thc Presbylery may appoint one or more
assessors from within their bounds Lo act as Members of Session,
until a new election of a Ruling Elder or of Ruling Elders shall have
taken place.

4. When a new Congregation has been formed, and when the
charge of it has been duly sanctioned as a full ministerial charge
with all congregational privileges, the right to have a separate
Kirk-Session is thercby acquired. With a view to constituling one,
it is the duty of the Presbylery to name certain members of their own
body to act as a Kirk-Session in that Congregation, until at least
two Elders shall have been elected by the communicants, and duly
admitted to their oflice.

The General Assembly of the Free Church of Scolland of 1863
declared that it remains with the Presbyterics of the bounds to
arrange in regard 1o the appointment of Elders, and the Establish-
ment of Kirk-Sessions for local discipline and management in
Preaching Stations, it being understood that a Minister of the
Presbytery shall act as the Moderator of every such Kirk-Session.
The Assembly also declared, that wherever the Presbytery deen it
expedient the Elders of Preaching Stations may still be connected
with regularly established Kirk-Sessions in sanctioned charges.! It
ic understood that this recognises that a Presbytery may appoint
an Elder in a Preaching Station to be a member of a regularly
established Kirk-Session of a sanctioned charge within its bounds.

15 The Kirk-Session appoint a Scssion-Clerk, who I8 usually
one of their own number, and whose duty it is to wrile regular
minutes of the Sessional procedure, 10 engross the same in a per-
manent record, and to take charge of all Sessional papers, books
and documents. The Session-Clerk, when appointed, ought to make
a solemn declaration that he will faithfully discharge the duties of
his office. In the absence of the Session-Clerk, some one is appoinicd
by the Session to acl as Clerk pro rempore. The fact of his appoint-
ment should be entered in the minute, and the minute should be
signed by him as Clerk pro temipore.

16. Every Meeting of Kirk-Session is both opened and closed
with prayer. The minute must always bear at the outset that the
Session was constituted (which expression is understood 1o imply
that it was constituted with praycr), and at the end, that the meet-
ing was closed with prayer. No minute can be sustained as valid, if it
does not mention these two particulars. No extract from the minutes

tApp. 1L L

The Kirk-Session—Its Constitution and Officials it

can be received which does not bear that the Scssion was “con-

/stituted,” and which is not certitied by the Session-Clerk as having

been extracted by him from the Records of the Kirk-Session.

17. Before proceeding to any other business, the Session ouglt,
at each meeting, to hear the minutes of last sederunt vead; and
the judgment of the Session—approving of said minutes or correct-
ing them-—ought to be recorded. The approval or correcting of the
ininutes does not imply any power to alter the res geste of thie former
meeting. The only guestion is the correctness of the minute, as a
true account of what was done.

18. The meetings of Kirk-Session are not usually open to the
public, or even to the Congregation. But the Session may hold
open mcetings, if they see special causc; and they are specially
authorized to invite the Deacons (o be present at any meeting, for
the sake of their advice and assistance; although, in such a case,
the Deacons have no vole,

10 The Session may appoint an oflicer, (o be in attendance at
their meetings and execcute their orders. He is usually, but nol
necessarily, the Beadle of the Congregation, who takes charge of
the place of worship, and is responsible for its condition and arrange-

ments. The appointment of the Beadle belongs to the Deacons’
Court.

PArT l—Poswers and Functions of the Kirk-Session

The Kirk-Session exercise rule ministerially under Christ ac-
cording to his Word, and in prayerful consultation. They exercise
this rule in spiritual maiters over the Congregation. They are called
upon to promote by their deliberations the religious interesis of
ali connected with the Congregation, whether young or old, in every
scriptural way. Everything affecting the religious concerns of the
Congregation, whether as to worship or discipline, belongs to their
sphere. While rccognising ihe Pastor as their Moderator, they
determine as to the admission of Ruling Elders and Deacons (o
office, and their exclusion from it.

t. The Kirk-Session do not stand to the Pastor or Minister in
the relation of his spiritual rulers. At the first meeting of Session,
after his admission lo oflice by the Presbytery, the fact of his ad-
mission, and its date, ought to be minuted. He is not responsiblec
to the Kirk-Session for the discharge of his own functions, although,
if he seem to neglect these, or to encrvach upon the Scssion's
funclions, they can petition the Presbytery againsi his proceduic.
He is permiticd to exercise a large discretion in his endeavours {0
advance the spiritual welfare of all classes and conditions of people
within his reach. Hence it follows that the place of worship is at
the disposal of the Minister for the spirilual purposes of his oflice.
But he cannol use it, or allow it to be used, for any purpose whicht
is not of a strictly religious, ecclesiastical, or charitable nature,
without the consent of the Deacons’ Court. On the other hand,
neither the Kirk-Session nor the Deacons’ Court can employ il for
any purpose whatcver without the  Minister’s consent.

CHAP. L
I’Art L.
Apmosal of
Minutes,

) e s B w1 P = e Y [

Powers of upening
the Meeting to
the Public.

'I'hg Session-
Obcer.

fange ol Kih-
Sexsion authonty.

JHT =3I4L=ndsIl IHS T HETH

Relation 1o the
Pastor.

Use of ¢ hurn .

=



CHAP. 1.

rpie—l

PART I,

ponsibility of
wster for the
duct of Wor-
,

‘hotity of
k-Session a3
Congregationa
ctings.

wedure as 10
ction, Ordi-
ion, and
mission of
ling Elden.

(2 The Practice of the Free Preshyterian Church of Scotland

The Minister is specially responsible to the Presbytery for the
mode in which all the parts of public worship ate conducled. Hence
it follows that no one can act as Precentor without the Minister
being satisfied with his qualifications, and with his mode of conduct-
ing the psalmody. The nature of the Kirk-Session's functions may
lead to the conclusion that they ought also to be satisfied on these
points. i

2. No Congregational meeting which can be recognised as valid

i for ecclesiastical acts can be held, except by (he authority of the

Kirk-Session, or of a superior Court; and at every such meeting
the Minister of the Congregation, if present, nust preside.

3. The Kirk-Session determine when it is cxpedient to have an
election of Ruling Elders, and what number is required. Whether
the Directory of 1842 be in force or not as 10 any of its clauses, the
Kick-Session must take such steps as will secure that the persons
chosen shall be bona fide the choice of the majorily of those com-
municants who take part in the election by voting, after due notice
from the pulpit. When an election of Ruling Elders has taken place,
either by open voting at a congregational meeting in presence of
the Kirk-Session, or by signed lists given in and opened at such
a meeting, ofr in any other scriptural and constitutional method, the
Kirk-Session are called upon to judge of the qualifications of the
persons chosen. No person can be admitted as a Ruling Elder if
the Kirk-Session be dissatisfied with his qualifications, unless their
judgment be reversed by the Presbytery or a higher Court, when
brought under review in an orderly mannet, according to the rules
of the Church. If the Kirk-Session be satisied with respect to
the question of qualifications, they ascerlain whether the person or
persons elected ate willing to accept of the office or not. it is the
duty of the Session to deal in a scriplural manner with the parties
chosen to office, in order to obtain their acceplance. This duty is
discharged to & large extent through the Moderator, but it by no
means belongs to him exclusively. IT the consent of the person or
persons elected be obtained, the Kirk-Session appoint a day and
hour for the ordination or admission, as the case may be, and direct
an Edict to be issued and scrved to that cffect, on a convenient
Sabbath, at least ten free days previously (o a time specified as
appointed for a meeting of Session thereanent. It is the duty of the
Session-Clerk 10 prepare the Edict. 1t is the duty of the Minister
1o read it from the puipit. The Edict contains a stalement of the
steps which have been taken and the result, and it adds an intima-
tion, that if any person have any objection to the life or doctrine,
and consequently to the ordination or admission of the pariy or
partics mentioned, that objection must be given in to the Session at
the meeting, of which the time and piace are specified, with certi-
fication, that if no objection be then and there given in, the ordina-
tion or admission will be proceeded with on the day and at the hour
appointed. At the time specified in the Edict, the Kirk-Session
having met, ascertain from the Minister that the Edict has becn
duly issued and served. The Session then direct the Session Officer
to intimate at the door, that if there be any objections, the Session
are now prepared to hear them. If any objections arc given in,
the party making an objection is required to substantiate it

The Kirk-Session—1ts Powers e Functions 13

_!"nrllm:ith as an objection to life or doctrine, If the objection appear,
in the judgment of the Session, to be substantiated, they must decline
to proceed with the ordinatton or admission, and must take the
parly objected to upon discipline. But if the Session {ind that
the objections are frivolous or unsupported by evidence, it is their
duty 1o proceed with the ordination or admission as appointed.
The ordination or admission usually takes place on Sabbath, in the
presence of the Congregation, at the close of one of the diets of
public worship, The Scssion having been previously constituted,

the Moderator gives a narrative of the steps which have been taken
and their result. Then he calls upon the ¢lected person or persons

to stand up, and puts certain questions required 1o be answered
satisfactorily, in terms of a decision of Synod. (See Appendix, 1I. 3.)
After satisfactory answers have been given, each elected person
signs the formula in presence of the Congregation, (See Act IL
1874.) Then the Moderator, in the case of parties not previously
ordained as Elders in any Congregation, sets them apart by special
prayer to their office, and commends them to the grace of God.
There is no imposition of hands, but, after offering up the ordination
prayer, the Moderator formally admits them as members of the
Kirk-Session, and to the spiritual rule of the Congregation. There-
after, he gives to them the right hand of fellowship, in which he is
followed by all the other members of Session present. In the case of
parties formerly ordained as Elders, the Modecrator puis the ques-
tions to them, and after receiving satisfactory answers, and after
the signing .nf the Formula, admits them at once to office, without
the ordination prayer. Of course this distinction, derived from the
analogy of the long-established practice in the admission of Minis-
ters, does not prevent the exercise of special prayer, in immediate
connection with the admission to office in a particular Congregation
of previously ordained Elders. The meeting of the Congregation is
concluded by an exhortation from the Moderator, both to the
newly admitted Elders and to the people. When the Congregation
have retired, it is the duty of the Session to sce that the newly ad-
mitted Elders take their seats as members of Session, and that their
names are addced to the roll.

4. The Kirk-Session ought to keep a roll of its Members, and on
each occasion of change in its membership, this roll ought to be
revised and inserted in the Minute. |

5. The Kisk-Session determine when it is expedient to have an
election of Deacons, and what number is required. The Kirk-
Session exercise precisely the smne functions, with reference 1o the
election and ordination or admission of Deacons, as in the case of
Elders. The regulating law is (o be found in the Declaratory Act X.,
Free Church Assembly 1864, and the Act XIV., Free Church
Assembly 1846: which last Act puts the procedure int the election and
ordination of Deacons on precisely the same footing with that of
Elders,

6. Fach Ruling Flder is allowed to excrcise a large measure of
d_lscretinn in the discharge of his functions individually, with a
view to the religious and moral interests of the peopie among whom
he personally labours. But it is the duty and funclion of the Kirk-
Session collectively to make arrangements for the division of the
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Congregalion into districts, and the assignment of these as fields of
labour to the Ruling Elders individually, They are t::mp_ﬂwe[ed to
regulate the exercise of all the funciions belonging to Ruhqg_!;lders,
in so far as the orderly working of these may require sulgdmsmn or
co-operation. 1t is the duty of Ruling Elders to assist, in sO far as
they can, in visiting the sick, in arousing the careless, In instructing
the young, in encouraging inquirers, in edifying and cnx11§‘n;l|:1g
believers, and generally in seeking after the fruits of the nunistry.
In so far as the performance of these dulies can be r_endered more
eflicient by systematic and combined arrangements, it is the I:uncupn
of the Kirk-Session to make such arrangements. It also lies with
them to hold and appoint such meetings for prayer and reading of
¢ the Scriptures, as they may judge fitted to advance the spiritual
welfare of the people, or to promote the efficient execution of the
oftice of Ruling Elder, provided they do not thereby interfere wilh
ihe course of action adopled by the Pastor for the discharge of his
" peculiar functions. _ |
7. It does not lie with the Kirk-Session 1o arrange in detail the
uties of the Deacons individually, or (o control their judgment as
to the manner of discharging these. It is no part of the Kirk-
Session's function to review the decisions of the Deacons’ Court, If
the Kirk-Session consider that the Deacons’ Court have violated
the Acts of Assembly or the Laws of the Church, the pnly remedy,
besides friendly remonstrance, to which the Kirk-Session can have
recourse, is that of presenting a petition to the Presbylery. _
8 It is the function of the Kirk-Scssion to receive the resigna-
tions both of Elders and Deacons. No resignation of oflice by a
Deacon is valid, unless addressed to the Kirk-Session, who exercise
the same power with reference to Deacons which they do as to
Elders both in their admission to olfice, and in their removal from
it The Kirk-Session may find that an Elder has ceased to be one
of their number, or that a Deacon has ceased to be a member of
the Deacons’ Court, because he has ceased to be a member of the
Congregation. It was held competent by the General Assembly in
1806, for a Kirk-Session to find, that an Elder has ceased to be
one of their number, because he was not resident in the parish, and
had failed to return, within a period of twelve months, (o discharge
the duties of his office. The General Assembly, in 1850, t;leclared
that five Elders, having withdrawn from the Session of which they
were members for more than a year, had ceased to be, and no
longer were, members of the Session or Deacons’ Court of the
Congregation. The Kirk-Session have power, in the exercise of
discipline, to pronounce scnience of suspension or deposition
against either an Elder or & Deacon, when they find it necessary to
o s0, in accordance with the word of God, and with the rules of the
Church. .
g. With a view to the spiritual oversight of a Congregation by
a Kirk-Session, it is nccessary that an accurate roll of the members
in Tull communion be kept by the Session-Clerk among the '.:}essmnal
documents.’ A copy of this roll, revised by the Kirk-Session, and
signed by the Moderator and Clerk, must be sent to the Presbytery
of the bounds every year for atlestation. In this copy of the roll
sent (o the Presbytery, there onght to be no blanks, in which new
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names could be added, and no names written on erasures, unless
the same be duly noticed and attested by the Clerk’s initials. The
Kirk-Session may revise or purge the roll at any period; but it{taust
be done before each dispensation of the Lord’s Supper. 1t is absol-
utely necessary that the roll be so far revised or purged previously
to every such dispensation, as 1o enable the Kirk-Session 1o ascertain
with accuracy who are entitled to be admitted to communion, as
being already members of the Congregation, or who may stand in
need of admonition or other censure. 1 is frequently the practice,
also, to re-adjust the roll immediately after the celebration of the
communion, in order 1o make surc that the naies of all persons
are added to it, who, not having been members of the Congregation
previously, have been allowed to communicate with it as members
at that celebration, afler satisfying the Minister and Session with
respect (o their qualifications. It is expressly required by Act 1V.,
Free Church Assembly 1859, that, before any steps be taken in the
election of a Minister, the Kirk-Session shall have a Roll of Com-
municants made up and attested, as containing the only list of those
entitled o vote. (See Chap. . Part 11. p. 48.) The Synod in 1961
instructed Kirk-Sessions to purge the Communion Rolls of members
who are absent for a ycar and no loniger resident in the congregation
and to warn the members in question so that they may have an
opportunity to apply first for a disjunction certificate. When a
disjunction certificate is thus granted it is to be recommended to these
nwp"ibers to hand it in to the Kirk-Session of the congregation in
which they reside. This instruction does not apply to members
who have gone to reside in districts where the Free Presbyterian
Church is not o be found.

10.1 No one can be admitted to the privilege of Baptism or the
Lord's Supper, in any congregation of the Free Presbyterian Church
of Scotland, without satislying the Kirk-Session of that congregation
that he or she is qualified for admission (0 these privileges, in so far
as man is called upon to judge, in the interpretation of scriptural
r}l!es. The Kirk-Session are entitied and called upon to insist upon
five qualifications, viz.:—(l) A confession of failth in accordance
with the word of God and the standards of the Church. (2) A life

“and conversation becoming the gospel, in so far as can be outwardly

seen. {3) Afcompetendknowledge of religious truth, and of the nature
and meaning of Christian ordinances. 4y Such as are members of
Societics requiring Secret oaths from their members, for example,
Free Masons, are not entitled to privileges while they semain

connected with such societies. (5) Privileges are not to be given to
_any_who engage in Sabbath work (other than works ol necessily

and mercy), or who travél 6y frains or cars or any other form of
transport run in systematic disregard of the Lord’s Day.

The recognised methods by which the Kirk-Session satisfy
themselves as 1o the possession of these qualifications are fwo,~-
that of certilicate, and that of examination and observa-
tion. | T omTmTr

Persons who claim admission (o the use of the ordinances of
Baptism and the Lord's Supper, on the ground of their having been
previously in communion with other congregations, must produce
satisfactory certificates (rom the Kirk-Sessions of these congregalions,
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to the effect that the partics named leave (heir respective
congregations in full communion, and free from all ground of
legitimate Church censure known to those Kirk-Sessions. Upon
the receipt of any such certificate, i( is the duty of the Kirk-Session
(o appoint the name of the parly whoni il concerns to be added to
the roli. The Kirk-Session is bound, on the other hand, to grant
such a certificate, when asked for by any person in full communion
with their congregation, and against whom no legitimate ground of
Church censure can be alleged. An authentic intimation from a
Minister or Elder, that a person is in full membership with the
congregation in which that Minister or Elder officiates, is atlowed
(o stand as suflicient ground for the temporary Of occasional
admission of the person {o communion in another congregatior:.
But, in this case, the person’s name is not added to the one rol, nor
removed from ihe other. Persons who are not members in full
communion with any congregation of the Church may be admitted
on occasions to the privilege of communion if they are known to a
majority of the Kirk-Session as God-fearing persons.

Persons who ask for admission to the privilege of Baptism or the
Lord’s Supper, without having been previously in full coOMMmMunion
with any congregation, are subject to the examination and observa-
tion of the Kirk-Session with respect o their qualifications. With-
out any inquisitorial minuteness, their outward conduct may be
judged of, through the observation of the Minister, or one Or IMOTE
of the Ruling Elders, If there be nothing in what is thus seen de-
cidedly inconsistent with their profession, and fitted 1o subject
the parties to Church censure, and if no charge against them be
brought before the Scssion, it is not competent for the Session (0
reject them merely on account of what the Minister or any Elder
may conceive ta be the state of their minds, unless their profession
or their knowledge be defective. It is usual for the Minister to
take the principal charge of examining the applicants with respect
to their profession and their knowledge. The Elders, however, are
entitied and called upon to give their hielp in this department, in
so far as their doing so may scem necessary or uscful. 17 upon the
recommendation of the Minister or olherwise, the Kirk-Sesston are
satisfied with the qualifications of the applicants, in that case and in
that case only, they are called upon to adimit them to the use of seal-
in;_,;, ordinances, and to appoint the addition of their names 1o the
rofl,

It is the approved practice for the Minister, in dealing with
applicants for admission, i his character as Moderator of Session,
not only to ascertain the existence of the qualilications of which the
Qession are entitled (o judge, but to exhort the applicants with
tespect 10 all the more hidden qualifications which the word of God
requires, and of which they themselves alone can judge. 16 1S held
1o be his part, as a faithful minister, to leave nothing unsaid which

may heip the anxious and sincere, or may strike the conscience of
the carcless or the sell-righteouns. 1t 1s the part of the Ruling Elders

aiso to help in this department, as they may S€¢ Cause.

The Kirk-Session are entitied to regulate the mode for the 'distri-
bution of Communion Cards and Tokens, sccording to thelr

diseretion.

\/
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. A specially important function of the Kirk-Session, is the
exercise of discipline. This function belongs to the Kirk-Session
exclusively in the first instance, with_respect to all members and

r L ol T

adherents of their Congregation,(except (he Pastorywho is specially,

subject to the immediate jurisdic ion of the Presbytery.

12 It is the function of the Kirk-Session, with concurrence of
the Minister, to fix the times and hours of public worship on the
Lord's Day, to appoint Fast-days, and to authorize the administra-
tion of the Sacraments. But it is usual in the case of baptism,
where the parent is in full communion, to leave the matter In the
hands of the Pastor.

13, The Kirk-Session are entitled o appoint special collections
at the Church doors for local purposes affecting the cause of Christ
or the interests of the Congregation, except for the temporal relief
of poor members, or the education of the children of the poor, for
which objects the Deacons’ Court are expressly authorized by Act
of Assembly to appoint collections.

{4. Every Kirk-Session has a right and is bound to elect one of
the Ruling Elders belonging to their number, as a Representalive
to the Presbytery of the bounds and the Synod, to sit and vote as a
member of each of these bodies. The election is made after the
rising of each ordinary meeting of the Synod, with which meeting
the right conferred by the previous election ceases, It must take

place within 1wo calendar months after that date, unless the Kirk-

Session can give the Presbytery of the bounds a satisfactory reason
for not meeting during that period, except in the case of a newly-
sanctioned charge, when the induction of the Minister and the
constitution of the Session have taken place more than two months
after 1he meeting of Synod, in which case the election may be within
one month after the induction and constitution. The election mwust
be regularly minuted. It must aiso be certified in the body of the
minute, that the person elected is bona fide an Acting Eider in the
Congregation. 1f the representative thus elected die or resign within
the period for which his commission would otherwise last, a new

election may be made within one month thereafter.

1S. The usual and approved order of business in a Kirk-Session
is as follows:——(1) The opening prayer, and constituting of the
Session. (2) The taking down of the sederunt by the Clerk. (3) The
reading and approval of minutes of last meeting. (4) Business of
immediate and peculiar urgency. (5) Matlers feft over af former
meetings, in the order of their appearance on the minuies. (6) New
cases of discipline. (7) Other business brought before the meeling,
or naturally suggesting itself 1o the Session’s attention,

16. It is the duty of the Kirk-Session to see that their proceed-
ings are accurately recorded by their Clerk. They arc bound 10
watch over the permanent and approved Record of those proceed-
ings. They are held responsible by the Presbytery for its being
regularly and faithfully kept. Not only must the facis as {0 the
constitution and regular closing of each meeting be correctly stated,
as well as the approval of cach preceding minutc, but the names
of all the members dresent must he recorded. There must be na
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blottings or interlinings in the Record. If anything be deleted, it
must be marked on the margin, and any word or words omitted
must be written on the margin, and attested there by the Clerk’s
initials. Any erasure of the minutes can be made only by authority
of (he Presbyiery, who may call for the Record at any time. 1t is
sent up from time 1o time for examination and attestation by that

body. Every minute ought to be signed, both by the Moderator and
the Clerk. '

17. Any member of a Kirk-Session may enter his dissent from
any part of their procedure which he conceives to be contrary to
the Word of God, the Acts of Assembly, the received order of the
Church, or the interests BT Christ’s cause, He May requlie his
dlssent to be maiked in the Record. Tiiorder to be received, the
dissent must be given in immediately when the judgment dissented
from is pronounced, and consequently can be given in by those
only who were present at the pronouncing of it. Absent members
are not entitled to dissent. It was decided, after careful deliberation
by the General Assembly of 1828, that dissents could not be received
even by the Assembly itself on any day subsequent to that on which
the judgment dissented from was agreed to. If a dissent has been
given in at the proper time by one or more members of Session,
there is no rule to prevent other members of Session who were
presen! from intimating at the next meeting their adherence to that
dissent. If reasons for the dissent be given in along with it, both the
dissent and the reasons ought to be engrossed in the Record. If the
dissent itself be duly given in, intimation may be also given that
reasons for it will be added at a subsequent meeting, in which case

it is competent to receive the reasons when produced, and also to

answer them if the Kirk-Session see cause. But the Kirk-Session
are not bound to enter those reasons in the Record. The right course
is to appoint them to be kept in retentis, that is, to be preserved
among the Sessional documents. A simple dissent, as here described,
whether with or without reasons, is not sufficient to enable the person
dissenting to bring the matter under the review of a superior Court.
The effect is only to save him from any censure that may arise out

of the procedure, and from seeming to acquiesce in what he con-
siders contrary to the mind of Christ.

18. A member of Kirk-Session may not only enter his dissent
from a judgment, But he may (as it is technically expressed} dissent
and protest for leave to complain (o the Presbytery. A dissent and
complaint can be received only at the time when the judgment
complained of is pronounced, and are incompetent at a subsequent
meeting. Reasons of dissent and complaint must be lodged with the
Session-Clerk within ten days from the date of the judgment and
the protest. Copies of these reasons, with all the papers and extracts
of minutes belonging to the case out of which the complaint has
arisen, must be transmitted by the complainer or complainers to the

Clerk of Presbytery. The copies, papers, and extracts must be all
duly certified by the Session-Clerk.

The effect of a Dissent and Complaint, carried out in regulac
formi, is to bring the proceedings of the Kirk-Session under the
review of the Presbytery: and the complainer or complainers, and
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all parties in the case, as well as the majority of the iQi(k-S?Sﬁiﬂil.
are thereby sisted at the bar of the Presbytery. The giving i of a
dissent and complaint has the effect of sisting the procedure of the
Kirk-Session in the matter to which the complaint relates, until
either a final decision by the Presbyvtery, or Synod, be anmmced
on the case, or the complaint be fallen from. A complaint may be
fallen from at any time, but it is always held to be failen from, lf the
reasons be not lodged with the Session-Clerk or Moderator within
ten days.

19. A party in a case which has been under consideration by
the Kirk-Session, may appeal against their judgment to the Pres-
bytery. An appeal is taken at the meeting at which the judgment
has been pronounced, and immediately on s being ‘lnumat:d
to the party., Reasons of appeal are either stated by him at the
time, and entered on the Record, or they must be lodged by him
in writing with the Moderator, or with the ‘_.Sessmn-(.‘.lerk, within
ten days from the date of the appeal. Copies of these reasons,
with all papers and extracts of minutes, relating to the judgment
appealed against, are transmitted by the appellant or appetlants to
the Clerk of the superior Court, after having been duly certified by
the Session-Clerk. The effect of an appeal, dul): prosecuted, Is to
bring the judgment under review of the superior Court, it sisis
at the bar of that Court the appellant or appellants, and all parties
in the case, as well as all members of Sesston who do not dissent
or complain. An appeal, which is not considered frivolous, sists
procedure until a final judgment be pronounced regarding it by a sup-
erior Court, or until it be fallen from, exceptin special circuimstances.
See. for example, p. 90, para. 17. Such an appeal always prevents,
during its dependence, the final execution of a sentence. Frivolous
appeals may be disregarded, the right of the appellant {0 prosecute
his appeal being always reserved. No member of i_(lrk-Sesg.mn. who
is not a party in a case, can take an appeal with relation to It
His appeal would be held incompetent, because he has the right
of dissent and complaint. An appeal may be fallen from at any
time, but is always held to be fallen from if the reasons for it be
not lodged with the Session-Clerk or Moderator within ten days
from iis date.

70. The Kirk-Session may refer any case, or any branch of a
case, to the Presbytery for advice; but they expose themselves (o
censure, if the Presbytery do not sustain the reference, and il they
find that there was no occasion for it. The whole case may be
referred simpliciter, without any remark being made upon i, or
some special point of difficulty may be referred for solution. The
subject referred, and the resolution to refer, ought to be transmitted
(o the Clerk of Presbylery, along with the whole particulars of the
case, or so much of them as will make the reference thoroughly

anderstood. Although a rcference brings up all parties, care should

be taken that they are alt duly informed that the yefurcncg has been
made. If the Synod meet before the next mectng of | resbylery,
the reference may be made to the Synod. The Kirk-Session instruct

their Clerk 1o prepare and transmit 1o the Clerk of Presbytery the
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papers, documents, and extracts which the case of reference
requires,

2. A party may be cited either apud acta (that is, by intimaling
to him the summons openly al the meeting of Session), il he be
present, or by personal notice given to him through the Session
Officer or by registered letter, The personal citation of a party by
the Officer ought 1o be in writing, according to a form { urnished by
the Session-Clerk: and the Officer ought to retain a copy of the
written citation, in order that he may report upon the subject with
accuracy, so as o give clear evidence to the Kirk-Session or the
superior Court that the party has been duly summoned. Where
citation is by registered letter the receipt should be retained as well
as a copy of the citation itself.

22. Any member of the congregation, or any person connected
with it, may present a petition to the Kirk-Session regarding any
matter which affects his or her spiritual interests, or the spiritual
interests of the congregation, or the interests of the gospel in the
Jocality, and which asks for any procedure within the competency
of the Kirk-Session. If such a petition be worded in a manner
becoming the profession of the gospel, the Kirk-Session ought to
consider it, and to come to such competent determination regarding
it as they may judge for edification. By their petition, if competent,
petitioners become parties at the bar of the Kirk-Session, and
have consequently the right of appeal as parties to the Presbytery
or Synod.

23. 1t is competent for the Kirk-Session themselves to petition

" the Presbytery, or Synod, with relation to any subject within the

competency of that superior Coust to which the petition is addressed,
if the subject be not one which can come up by reference, appeal,
or complaint.

24. Complainers and appeliants are entitled to such extracts
from the minutes of Kirk-Session, and to copies of such papers in
the Kirk-Session's hands, as are necessary to enable them to bring
the subjects of their complaints or appeals fully before the Presby-
tery. It is usual, at the time of taking the compldint or appeal, to
call for such extracts and copies. The fact of this request being
made and acceded to, is expressed in the minutes by the phrase,
“sook instruments in the Clerk’s hands, and craved extracts, which
were allowed.” “To take instruments” implies the tendering of a
piece of money to the Clerk. The Kirk-Session are not at hiberty
1o refuse the requisite extracts and copies, in the case of a com-
petent complaint or appeal, and the Session-Clerk is bound (o
furnish what the Kirk-Session have granted. The Kirk-Session, if
they think fit, grant extracts to other parties besides complainers
and appellams. But the Session-Clerk is not at liberty, in any
instance whatever, to give exiracts without the sanction of the
Kirk-Session.

75. It is the duty of the Kirk-Session to explain to parties the
rules and forms of Church procedure, so that no injury may be done
to any cause, through ignorance of those rules and forms.

The Kirk-Session—Its Powers and Functions M

26. One Kirk-Session cannot interfere with or review the pro-
cedure of another Kirk-Session. One Kirk-Session may remonstrate
with another Kirk-Session in the spirit of the Gospel, or mutual
explanations may be asked and given. But the only regular mode
of redress for cncroachment by one Kirk-Session on the province
of another, is for the Kirk-Session who feel that their jurisdiction
has been interfered with, 1o petition the Presbytery upon the
subject. Such petition ought to be addressed to that Presbytery
which has jurisdiction over the Kirk-Session whose procedure IS
complained of.
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