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against the Deacons” Courl’s procedure, when the Preshylery
reject their Pelition.

26. The Deacons’ Court are bound to furnish Extracis (o parties
concerned in their procedure, in the same manner as the Kirk-
Session is.

27. It is required that the Record of the Court, with the Treas-
urer’s account of receipt and expenditure, after said account shall
have been duly audited by appointment of the Court, shall be an-
nually exhibited to the Presbytery of the bounds, by a date to be
fixed by that Presbytery, to fall after the close of the financial year,
for the purpose of being examined and attesied by the Presbytery
at said meeting. A copy of the account is also to be sent to the
General Treasurer as Clerk to the Finance Committee at the same
time, and in any case not later than 31st March of the year following
the year 1o which the account relates.

As soon as convenient thereafter a congregational meeting shall
be held and the annual financial slatement read to the congregation.
The Deacons’ Court shall present a report of their proceedings for
the preceding year, give such information and explanation as may be
asked for, and receive any suggestions which may be offered by the
pecsons connected with the Congregation for the consideration of
the Court, with reference to the future distribution of the funds;
and that the Congregational Meeting shall be convened by intimation
from the pulpit, and the Minister, if present, shall preside in it.

28. All titles of church property should be lodged either with the
General Treasurer or with the bank witls which the Congregation
deals and a note of their whereabouts inserted in the Deacons’ Court

- records.

All congregational property should be held upon a duly recorded

title deed embodying the Church’s Model Trust Clause, if this is

possible. 33

The Preshytery—Its Constiturion and Officials 1y

CHAPTER 11

THE PRESBYTERY—ITS CONSTITUTION, POWERS AND
FUNCTIONS

PART 1—The Constitution and Officials of the Preshytery

ThE Constitution of a Presbytery in the Free-Prespytertan Church
of-Scottnm s based upon scriptural principles. The foundation of it
appears to be laid in the following views of what the Divine word
indicales:—

{1) The New Testament recognises no permanemnt ofiicc in the
Church above that of a teaching eider or presbyter. That oflice
is distinguished from what is called the office of Ruling Elder,
simply by the special gifts that are required for lhe fulfitment of

its functions, and not by the possession of superior power or autho-..

rity in the Church. “The variety of those gifts may be associated
with variety of occupation. Whelher a man be required 1o act ofti-
cially in the Church as Pastor of a flock, or as Minister of the Word,
or as Christ’s Ambassador, or as Steward of the mysteries of God,
or as Doctor, or as Ordained Professor of Theology, he, in the view
of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland holds the same scrip-
tural office, above which there is no other. Incomm on with the Rui-
ing Elder, the Teaching Elder is both a Bishop and a Presbyter;
while the obligations of the spiritual oversight, implied by the term
Bishop, are laid(more specia Iy and fully upon him than upon the
Ruling Elder.

(2) The scriptural equality of spiritual rulers appears, both by
the nature of the case and by scriptural precept and example, to
involve the obligation and privilege of meeting together for can-
sultation, determination, and united action respecting the affairs of
the Church. There seems also good warrant in Scripture for the
principle that when the number either of Teaching Elders or Ruling
Elders, or any other important circumstance of a permanent kind,
renders it inexpedient that they should be all convened in one
meeting, provision should be made for their being ali represented
at one meeling by some of their nuinber chosen by them in fair
proporiion for that purpose.

(3) The New Testament appears to sanction very distinctly the
system of several Congregations, which are sufficiently contiguous
in point of locality, being united under one presbyterial government,
conducted by all the Teaching Elders or Pastors of the district,
assisied by representatives of the whole Ruling Eldership.
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(4} It scems to follow as matter of scriptural inference from
these views, that, for the sake of unity and order, the judgments
of Kirk-Sessions should be subject Lo review by the Court of Pres-
byters connected with the district,~the Court to which the name
of The Presbytery is given in the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland. :

In the application of the principles now mentioned to the sub-
ject of the Constitution and Officials of Presbyteries in the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland, the following rules of practice
have arisen:— .

1. A Presbytery consists (1) of all the Pastors of Congregations
within the bounds, Colleagues and Successors being included; (2)
of the Professors of Theology, whose appointed sphere of labour is
within the bounds; (3) of such Ordained Ministers within the
bounds, and not having Charges, as have been declared Members
of the Presbytery by authority of the Synod. and (4) of a Represen-
tative Elder from each Kirk-Session within the bounds.

A Presbytery may associate with itself in its deliberations pro
tempore any ordained Minister who is present, but he cannot vote
upon any question before the Court. Ministers and Elders from
other Presbyteries may be added as Assessors to a Presbytery for
particular purposes by the Synod. For those purposes, and those
alone, they have the rights of Members during their appointment.

2. The practice of the Free Presbylerian Church of Scotland is
to devolve on the same man all the functions which the office of
Pastor or Teaching Elder implies, in connexion with a single Con-
gregation. He s expected 1o pray for and with his flock as the mouth
of the peoplc unto God; to read the Scriptures publicly; and to feed
the Hlock, by preaching the word (in doing which he is called, accord-
ing to circumstances, 1o teach, to persuade, to reprove, to exhort,
or to comfort) 1t is his function to administer the Sacraments, and
to fuliil whatever eise is required for the edification of the young or
the old, in the exerciso of hia gifts, Tt is regarded as part of his duty
10 visii the people of his charge from house to house, and to give
particular atlention, by special visitation, to the afflicted and the
dying. He is also required 1o do the work of an evangelist, so far
as he has opportunity, in proclaiming the message of salvation to
the ungodly. It is held to be within his_province that he take a
reasonable share in the raising and application of congregational
funds, in the congregational care of the poor, and in the arrange-
ments of the Church at large for such an adjustment of pecuniary
resources as may glorify the Redeemer, and minister to the salvition
of souls. Finally, a great amount of importance is attached to the
due exercise, by a Pastor, of his functions as a spiritual ruler,
whether in his own Kirk-Session and Congregation, or in the
Presbytery of which he is a Member.

3. The election and calling of a Pastor for any Congregation
belong, in the Free Presbyterian Church ol Scotland, to the Members
of the Congregation in full communion; the mode of election and
calling being subject 1o the regulation of the Church Courts. The
General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland in 1859 passed
an Acl, with consent of a majority of Presbyteries, which now
regulates the order of procedure in every case of the election and
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calling of a Pastor. (Sec Act V., Asscinbly 1859, See also Chapter [
Part 11. Scction 9, and Chapter 11. Part 1)

4. The following classes of persons arc qualified to be elected,
called, and admitted as Pastors of Congregations in the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland:—

(1) All persons who have been admitied 10 the stalus of Ministers
by Presbyteries of the Church, and have not Tost that status, whether
they hold any pastoral charge or nol; provided no special limitation
as to the acceptance of calls has been attached by the Synod o their
ordination.

(2) Those whe, without any special limitation attached by Ey

Synod to their license, have been licensed to preach the Gospel by
any Presbytery of the Church. Before any one of them can be
ordained or admitted to a pastoral charge, the Presbytery of the
bounds, or a superior Ecclesiastical Court, must be salisfied with
the result of the trials, to which he is subjected after his election
and call. These trias are of the same kind with those required from
a Student before receiving license. The Presbytery may accept the
results of the trials to which the Probationer submitted before license
instead of prescribing new Lrials. (See Chap. IT Part if.)

5. ‘The election by a Kirk-Session of one of their number, con-
cerning whom they can certify bora fide that he is an Acting Elder,
besides being otherwise qualified, constituics him a member o
Presbytery and Synod for the current year. The Election must lake
place within two months from the ordinary Meeting of Synod,
and the Cottmission must not bear a later date, except b the case
of newly-sanctioned charges, as referred to in Chapter 1., Seclion 14,
p. 17. Neither the Election nor the Commission has any force afier
the close of the next ordinary Meeting of Synod, A Ruiing Elder
cannot be allowed to take his seat in the Presbytery without a
Commission, which is given in the form of an extract from the Min-
utcs of m_nr.r-m?ams:. This Comminslon is the ovidence to the
Presbytery that the Ruling Elder named in it is bona fide an Acting
Elder, is otherwise qualified, and has been duly elected. It may be
received and sustained at & pro re nata or in hunc effectint meeting
as well as at an ordinary one. In the event of a Ruling Elder thus
commissioned being removed by death, or otherwise vacaling his
position as Representative Elder, a successor may be elected within
one month thereafter.

6. The locality, the bounds, and the name of a Presbylery are
fixed by the authority of the Synod. New Presbyleries inay be erected,
or new arrangements made regarding old oncs, as the Synod may
judge expedient. The Synod also fixes the lacality of the Presbytery
seat, or the place of its usual meetings.

7. When three or more ordained Missionaries are resident at any
Foreign Station or in any Foreign District, it is competent for them,
in subordination to the Synod, to form themselves into a Presbytery,
there being always one Ruling Elder a member of any mmn: Presby-
tery for cvery Missionary or Minister who belongs Lo .

8. Presbyterics have the power of meeling when they judge il
expedient. But, in the exercise of this power, it is necessary for

v App. 1L 4.
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._Hmn:“m.:m_mﬂwﬂg _m"a:_m_.w mmeeling, (o resolve when the next ordinary
o nm:mm..n ".Z. held, 10 enter the resolution in their Minutes, and
™ :am_nnwcn nu inimation of it to be made. 1f these requirements
- s_.oa 1 Y a ﬂaomcﬁnqw.. its power and functions are held to
ethod amn er until revived in a constitutional manner, A special
10d {for this revival was agreed 1o by the General Assembly of
::w Free C hurch in 1866, (See Sect. 12.) Y
as m:%ﬂ %Mm,“smw Meeling of Presbytery may thus be described
foone akes place in consequence of an express adjournment
:nmn .:w_.w business from a previous ordinary meeting, or in conse-
M.. _._..MM Ol an express appointment to the same effect by the Synod,
ke &wnaﬂmznn of the dormant power and functiona of the Presby-
fora g w: revived In a conslitutional manner. (See Sect. 12)
mvnn_..m ; 0 e effectum meeting of Presbytery is a meeting
special m.._‘ uﬂmc._asn_ by .___o Presbytery for the transaction of some
pars am_.. usiness. This kind of meeting requires that the parli-
c business, and (he time and place of meeting, be specified in
s..w_,.:.ﬂ_.:_n of the immediately previous ordinary meeting, along
» H_. h i e nomnc_::o: to meet in »E:.(. eflection, and that public intima-
tic cmﬂ.uo be made at that ordinary meeting. No other business

n be transacled at an in Jumc effectum meeting except that for
EJ_M..: L% has becn specially appointed.

- AL pro re nata meeting is a meeting called during the i ;
between one ordinary meeting and another, in nozmnn:mm:nn on_u.“mm%_,_ﬁ
mnmﬂﬂnm__n,a business having arisen which requires to be inunediately
au _.mmaozo. Sucha mecting may be called by the Moderator, either
on s o n motion, or in conscequence of a requisition addressed

o him by some of the members. The specific object must be dis-
tinctly slated in the circular calling it, and no other business can be
_.nmsmmn_n% at it.” Thi# circular must” be sent to every member in
wm_r.v:nzo time before the day lixed upon. When that day occurs
& :«_Mn_._ the mecting of Synod and the first ordinary meeling of
Presbytery therealter, the Moderator in un:&.nm the circular must
request the Moderators of Kirk-Sessions 10 intinviie it 16 their
_.n_qr-womm_mzm. that they may have an opportunity of electing
representatives. When the meeting takes place, the Moderator must
explain his reasons for calling it, and the Présbytery must pronounce
judgment upon his conduct in doing so. If the Moderator decline to
mm__ a pro re nate meeting after a requisition to do so has been
addressed to him, the ..<_6_.m circumstances of the case may be brought
before the Présbytery al its next ordinary meeting. Any member
mwmn_mp from a pro re nate meeting, may, at the next ordinary
Ineeling, raise the question us (o the propriety of its having been
called, or as to the manner in which it may have been called.

12. The following Overture and Interim Act were agreed to by
the General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland in 1865, and
passed into a Standing Law by the Generai Assembly of 1866, viz..—

. That hereafter, when from any cause it shall happen that there
1S no day fixed for the next ordinary meeting of Presbylery, it shal!
be competent for any three or more of its members to address a
requisition 10 the Moderator to call a meeling of the whole mem-
bers of Presbytery, for the purpose of naming a day on which the
Presbytery shall meet and proceed with ordinary business; that

|
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the Modeiator shall be bound (o comply with such a requisition,
and to call & mecting to be held on a day not less than ten, nor
moite than fifteen, days from the date of the requisition, by circular
letters addressed to every member on the roll of the Presbylery;
and that the meeting when held shall be considered as a pro 1e
nata meeling, at which no olher business can be transacted except
the naming of a day for the next ordinary meeting: Provided always,
that at the next ensuing meeting of the Provincial Synod the Presby-
tery shall be bound to explain the causes that have necessitated
their adopting the special procedure authorized by the Act, and
shall be liable 1o censure if the explanation be unsatisfactory.

13. No meeling of Presbytery can be held while the Synod Is
sitting, except when special leave to that effect has been granted by
the Synod.

14. Three Members of Presbytery form a quorum, provided two
of the members have the status of ordained Ministers.

CHAP. I
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15. The General Assembly of the Free Church of 1865 found, u.__.__.&: of Mcet-

ng when Eldeis

that when at the tiine, and in the place appointed, for a meeting of have been duly

Presbytery, two Ministers, and one or more Ruling Elders, duly
elected to represent a Kirk-Session or Kirk-Sessions, have convened
together, there is a valid meeting of Presbytery; and that the pro-
duction of valid commissions by Elders in such circumstances is
sufficient evidence of their clection. A special Form of Minute has
since been agreed to for enabling Presbyteries 1o carry this Finding
into practical eflect.!

16. Cormissions to Ruling Elders may be received at an in hunc
effectum mceting, ot a pro re nata meeling, as well as at an ordinary
one, and in the case of a pro re nata meeting being called between the
meeting of Synod and the next otdinary meeting of Presbytery, the
Moderator must request the Modcrators of Kirk-Sessions to intim-
ate said meeting to their Sessions. that representatives may be
elected.

17. It is the scttled practice for every Presbytery to elect one of
the Ministe1s included in it as their Moderator, at the first ordinary
meeting which is held subsequently to any ordinary meeting of
the Syncd. The Presbytery has perfect freedom in the election

of its Mcderator from the list of its Ministers. But the course
usually followed is lo appoint each Minister in succession, as
the names stand on a Roll, which is made up according to seniority
of Ordination. In the absence of the Moderator, the Minister who
previously held the oflice takes the chair pro fempore, and failing
him the senior Minister present does so. 1t is always in the power
of the Presbylery to appoint a Minister to act as Moderator pro
tempore, on any particular occasion. 1If a Minister take the chair
pro tempore, whether through ordinary rule or through special ap-
pointmcnt, simply in consequence of the Moderator’s absence, and
the Moderator appear at any stage of the proceedings, heis Rms_aa
1o take thie chair immediately, and the pro fempore occupation of
it ceascs ipso facto. .

18. The Moderator has no deliberative vote; but he has a casting
vole in case of cqualily. He is nol permilled to take part in any
discussion while he occupies the chair, but he may ask leave to
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vacale the chair for the purpose of cxpressing his opinion. When
this request is granted, the chair is occupicd in the meantime as it
would be in his abscnce.

19. 11 is the duty of the Moderalor 10 preside in the devotional
exercises of the Presbytery, 10 pronounce the blessing at the close
ol cach Mceling, and fo act as the organ of (he Presbylery in
keeping order, in announcing decisions, in administering rebukes
and adimonitiobhs, in instructing parties at the bar, and in calling
upon Members to stale {heir views, 1o give their votes, or to dis-
charge any funclions which have been assigned to lhem. At the
ordination of a Minister, or at the licensing of a Probationer, the
acting Moderator puts the appointed questions, offers up the ap-
pointed prayers, and delivers the appointed exhortations.

20. The Presbytery appoints one or more Clerks. The Clerk is
usually @ Member of Presbylery. He may be specially appointed
ad vitam ant culpam: or he may be simply employed to act as
Clerk during the pleasure of the Presbytery, On his appointment
he solemnly promises to discharge (he duties of the office with
fidelity. 1t is the duty of the Clerk to write regular Minutes of
the Preshytery’s procedure, o engross the same in a permanent
record, after they have been approved of by the Presbytery as
correct, to give such cxiracts to partics as the Presbylery have
allowed, and to take charge of all the Presbytery's papers, books,
and documents. In the absence of the Clerk some one is appointed
by the Presbytery to act as clerk pro tempore, The Tact of his ap-
pointment should be entered in the Minute, and the Minute should
be signed by him as Clerk pro tempore. The Clerk of Presbylery
has usually a salary drawn from contributions by the congregations
within the bounds, and from fees paid for extracts. These contri-
butions and fees are regulated by each Presbytery for itsell.

21. Every meeting of Presbytery is both opencd and closed with
prayer. The usual and approved practice is lo open every ordinary
inecting with the full devotional excrcises of praise, reading of the
Beriptures, il prayer following. The Minume must always bear
at the outset that the Presbytery was constituted {which expression
is understood 1o imply that it was constituted with prayer, and that
a sufficient sederunt has been ascertained), and at the end, that the
meeting was closed wilh prayer. No Minute can be sistained as
valid if it does not mention these two particulars. No extract from
the Minutes can be received which docs not bear that the Presbytery
was constituted, and which is not certified by the Presbytery Clerk
as having been extracted by him from the Records of the Presbytery.

22. After ascertaining that there is a suflicient quorum of attend-
ance, and before procecding 10 any other business, the Presbytery
must, at cach ordinary mecting, hear the Minutes of the fasl ordin-
ary meeting, and the Minutes of any intervening in hne effectum
OF pro re nate Mecting, read by the Clerk. The Presbytery must
then cither approve of these Minwtes as read, or correct them, and
approve of them as corrected. They cannot allerwards be altered,
except by the authority of a higher Court. The Minutes of any
proceedings which have taken place when the Presbytery were
alone are not of nccessity read or approved of until the Presbytery
are again alone at an ordinary meeling, The approval or correct-
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ing of the Minutes does nol imply any powet (0 alter the res gesto
of the mecting. The only question is the correctness of the Minute
as a true account of what was done. The Minute of each Mecting
or Sederunt must, after it has been approved of and engrossed in
the permanent Record, be signed by the Moderator and Clerk.
Any person who has acted either as Moderator or Clesk during a
portion of a sederunt, ought to sign the Minute of thal Sederunt,
as Moderator or Clerk pro fempore, in addition to the signature
of the other person occupying either oflice. The Sederunt of every
Meeting (that is, the names of all the Members present) must be
accurately recorded in the Minute.

23, The Presbytery is, by long-cstablished praciice, an open
Court. It is held desirable that this Court should be open with
respect to all ordinary matters thal occupy their alttention. But
they have the power of closing their doors, and declaring their
wish to be alone, when they judge it more for edification. In case
of their abusing this power, the abuse may be corrected by the
Synod. They usually sit in private when dealing with cases of dis-
cipline that involve charges or proofs of scandal, if the publication
of those charges or proofs might be injurious to juslice or purity.
They are bound by Act of Assembly to be alone when students are
proposed for trial, and when the private trials of students are going
on,

24. The Presbytery may appoint an Officer, who is in attendance
at their meetings, and executes their orders. At his appointment he
promises to perform the duties of the office with fidelity. He has
a salary arising from contributions by the congregations, and regu-
tated by the Presbyiery.

25 It is needful that an accurate Roll of the Members of Pres-
bytery be kept by the Clerk as authorized by the Presbytery, and
that it be correcled regularly on the occurrence of changes. The
names of the Ministers ought to be in the order of ordination, and
the siate of it ought 1o he carefully recoriled in the Minutes,

PART l—Puwers and Functions of the Presbytery

From the introduction lo Part 1. (2) and (3), #t may appear
that while the Presbytery is a court of review, il is at the same
time the original or radical court out of whose conslitution the
other Church Courts take their rise. For the idea of it, as derived
from scriptural principle, is, that it might exist at first in any locality,
simply as u meeting of Pastors and Ruling Elders connected wilh
a single congregalion, o as o render the separate existence of a
Kirk-Session unnccessary; but that the enlargement of the Church
in a locality, by creating a necessily for several congregations, leads
(o the institution of Kirk-Sessions, and to the representation of each
of ihese in the Presbytery, only by its Moderator and a specially
clecled Ruling Elder, in consequence of the whole Eldership being
100 numerous a body for the convenience of Treshyterial business.
This view of the radical characier of the Presbytery would be literally
applicable to a Presbytery which existed originally as the gaverning
body of a Church consisting of a single congregation in a particular
locality. The sami¢ radical character must attach to any n.nn_nm:_m:nm_
judicatory, which, whether larger or smaller, comprises all the
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Ministers, Prolessors, or Ruling Llders of a Church. In proportion
as any such judicalory becosns cither mercly representative or
merely fractional, it foscs soneihing of its radical character, But
the constitution of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland
preserves a large portion of the radical character in ihe Presbyleries,
Thal characler connects itself scripturally with the institution of
Kirk-Sessions. Scriptural considerations of a similar kind lead Lo
the connexion of a Presbytery with the Courts having jurisdiction
over it. The fuactions of a Presbylery may be thus comprehended
under three Divisions, viz.: the Division emibracing the depariment
of original action; the Division cmbracing the depariment of review;
and the Division embracing special rclations o the Superior Courts.
On the one hand, there are many procecdings which the Presbylery
alone can originate. On the other hand, the Presbytery has an over-
sight of Kirk-Sessions, and every decision of a Kirk-Session may
be brought before the Presbytery, cither by appeat, or by dissent
and complaint, or by reference, or by petition, or through inspection
of the Session Recards by the Presbylery itsell, or through a Presby-
terial visitation. And beyond these two lines of duty the Presbytery
is calied upon to perform its appropriate part toward the Synod.
The following rules of practice in these three departments have
arisen out of the principles already indicated:—

Division 1— Department of Oviginal Action

I. The Prcsbylery pusscsses inhierently the function of deciding
whether young men arc qualilied or not 1o be received into the
number of enrolled students of theology, wilh a view to their being
.sct apart as preachers of the Gospel, and as persons who may be
called 1o the pastoral office. It has also the function of examining
them as to their qualifications at any stage of their progress; of
determining, in due time after examination, whether they may be
jicensed to preach the Gospel or nol, and of licensing them if they
be lound qualified. in the Free Presbyterian C hurch of Scotland, the
exercise of these functions by the Presbytery is very parlicularly regu-
lated by rules of the Synod which are printed in the Appendix.

2. 1t may be secn from the Regulations that a Presbytery cannot
proceed to the trials of a student for license withoiit the leave of the
Synod, afier due notice shall have been given to the several Presby-
teries.

3. It is the usual practice for the Presbytery to proceed toward the
immediate Hcensing of a student to prcuch the Gospel at the same
meeting al which they have been satistied with his trials upon i
conjunct view of them. After this final judgment in his favour has
been arrived at, the Moderalor proceeds, in the name of the Presby-
tery, to put thic questions required by the Resolution of Synod; and
satisfactory answers having been obtained, he, in the name and by
authority of the Presbytery, solenly licenses the student to preach
the Gospel within the bounds of the Presbytery, and wherever else
his lot may be cast in the course of God’s Providence. Thercalter
the Moderator addresses the newly-licensed preacher in suitable
terms, and’ the Presbytery then engage in prayer, the Moderator
conducting the devotions. At the conclusion ol the procedure, the

Moderator and other members give the right hand of fellowship to
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the Licentiate, and he is required to subscribe the Formuia in
presence of Lhe Presbytery.

4. Any Licentiate (or Probationer, as he is commonly called), on
removing from the bounds of the Presbytery that bhas licensed hiny,
ought to obtain an extract of his license, and o present it to the
Presbytery under whose jurisdiction he has now come. In removing
from one Presbytery to another, he ought always to oblain and
carry with him a Presbyterial certificate of character, and to present
it along with the extract of license.

..v s. It is the duty of the Presbytery to take a special oversight of
congregations in which (he pastoral oflice is vacant. It is more
particularly incumbent upon them lo tnke adequate steps for pro-
viding that the preaching of the Gospel be coniinued, the mun.‘_.:ﬁ:.u
duly administered, and discipline upheld in any such congregation;
10 mmwcms_ one of their number as interim Moderator of its Kirk-
Session; and 10 carry out the laws of the Church as to filling up the
vacancy.

6. During a vacancy in the pastoral office, the interim Moderalor
of Session is entitled and called upon, so far as he can consistently
with his duty to his own flock, 10 execute all the spiritual functions
that would otherwise belong to the stated pastor.

7. 1t does pot appear o be his duty 1o take any charge of con-
vening the Deacons’ Courl, that duty being expressly assigned to
the Clerk of the Deacons' Courl during a vacancy in the pastoral
office. (See Supplement to Chapter L. Part 1. Section 7.) But the
interitm Moderator of Session, as representing the Presbytery, must
be held to stand preciscly in the place of the stated minister, as 1o
the use of the church and othier ecclesiastical buildings.

8. The old practice, in the case of a vacancy in the pastoral
office by the death of the Minister, was for the bictiwen atiending
the funeral 1o assemble after it, and 10 appoint some one of their
nuinber to preach in the church on the next immediate Sabbath,
and to declare the church vacant from the day of the Minister’s
death. 1t was also the practice ol the brethren on such an occasion
1o settle among themselves how the vacant pulpit should be supplied
till the next meeting of Presbytery, to make a minute of their pro-
ceedings, and 1o report them to the Presbytery. Dut this procedure
required 1o be conlirmed by the Presbytery, in order to render it
valid. While, therefore, those parts of it which circumstances scem
to render requisite may often be adhered to with advantage, it is
the practice of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland toavoid any
ecclesiastical action which has not the previous sanction of the
Presbytery, in so far as it may be possible to do so. In particular, the
Act IV. of the Free Church in 1859 seems 10 imply somewhat
emphatically that a vacancy in the pastoral oflice ought not Lo be
formally declared Tfrom the pulpit until a Minister shall have been
regularly appointed by the Presbytety 1o discharge that duty.! Of
course, the vacancy, when thus declared, must he dated lram the time
of the death of the [ormer minister.

9, The procedure as 1o [lilling up the vacancy in the pastoral
office is regulated in its chief particulars by Act 1V. Free Church

Assembly 1859, which will be found al length in the Appendix.
vApp U 4. » App. M, 4.
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10. When a congregation of a sanctioned charge are prepared,
or think themselves prepared, 10 call a Minisler, it is usual for them
to appoint a Deputation to represent them at the bar of the Pres-
bytery, and to convey their desire that the Presbytery would mod-
erale in a Call. It is usual for the Interim Moderator of Session to
tmake a report Lo the Presbytery respecting the condition of the
congregation, the amount of their agreement as (o the choice
of a pastor, and their ripeness for calling one. If this report be
unsatisfactory, or if the Presbytery have otherwise good reason 1o
fear that a sufficiently harmonious call cinnot be obtained, they are
called wpon Lo proceed in accordance with Section 7 of Act 1V,
Assembly 1859,

§1. When a Presbytery are prepared lo moderate in a Call, they
mﬂx a day and hour for doing so. Nolice of the day and hour and
intended _:onnmz_.n must be given from the pulpit of the vacant
congregation by a Minister whom the Presbytery have appointed
for the purpose, seven days intervening betwceen the notice and the
day appointed. The Presbytery must moderate in a Call at large,
except In cases in which clear intimation is given of an harmonious
desire for a person named. In such cases Presbyteries may appoint
the moderation of a Call to that person only. (See Act VIIL. Free
Church >mwn._=r_< 1868; see Appendix, p. 194, for form of notice.)
At the specified 1ime the Presbytery meet in the church of the
vacant charge, and after it has been ascertained that the notice
was duly given, the Moderator (either ordinary or ad interim)
conducts worship and preaches. At the close of worship he states
the object of the meeting. The form of a Call is produced and read,

-sometimes with a space for the name of the person to be called left

blank, and sometimes with the name of the person inserted upon
whose election the congregation have already agreed. The congre-
gation are then asked, in the one case, whose name they desireto
have inserted in the Call; and in the other, whether they desire or
not that the form of Call produced be acted on. When the Call has
been agreed to, the persons present whose names are on the Com-
munion Roll are invited to come forward and adhibit their signa-
tures, Act I, Free Church Assembly 1879 declares and enacts
that at any meeting of a Congregation for the election of a Minister,
no vole shall be atlowed or recorded unless the vote is given by a
member of the Congregation who is personally present, and thal
when a Call at large is moderated in, it shall only be subscribed by
those who personally adhibit their names; but that when a Call is
moderated in to an individual whose name is in the edict announ-
cing the moderation, the Call may be subscribed on behalf of mem-
bers not present when a mandate authorising such subscription is
produced. The Communion Roll, as specially adjusted by the Kirk-
Session, with a view, and attested by the Presbytery previously, to
the election, ought to be produced at the time of moderating in the
Call, in order that no one may be permitted to subscribe the Call as
a communicant whose name does not appear upon that rofl. (See
Act 1V. Free Church Assembly 18359, section 9.) Afler the Call
has been subscribed by all the communicants and adherents present
who desire to subscribe it, or by mandatories, the Moderator
attests it as thus mccmo:cnn.ﬁarﬁn:; are usually aliowed to
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subscribe who are over fourteen years of age) I it has becn
subscribed by a large number of members on the rofl in proportion to
the whole number, and if there be no dissents given in, the Presby-
tery suslain it in ordinary cases. If therc be dissents implying a
serious division in the congregation, the Call whether an open
call or a closed call cannot be sustained or found suflicient unless
it be signed by a majority of the whole members on the roll, whether
present or absent., Even in that case the Presbytery may find it
necessary to refer the mattler to the Superior Cowrts,

12, 1f'the Call be sustained at the time when it has been moderated
in, and if the person called be a Probationer or a qualified Minister
without any fixed charge, and if he be present, the Call is put into
his hands, and he is asked whether he accepts of it or not. If he be
absent, it is sent to him with all convenient speed. But previously
1o sending it, the Presbytery may entrust it to the Kirk-Session to
procure additional signalures,

13. Dissents (rom a Call can be received only when they are
tendered or given in immediately after the Call has been attested
by the Moderator, If they be accompanied by specification of
reasons, either against the suitableness of the person called for
filling the particular vacancy, or against the proposed setllement,
they must be judged on by the Presbytery, either at that meeting or at
a special adjourned meeting held for the purpose. The fullest
opportunity must be given 1o the members on the roll for staling
their objections of any kind. When the objections require special
investigation, the consideration of them must be adjourned, and
they must be considered at a subsequent meeting, 10 which all pay-
ties are summoned apid acta, that is, they are summoned through
announcemenl made to them in open court by the Moderalor or
the Clerk before the business of moderating in the Call is closed.

14, I the objections do not afieet the moral character or the
orthodoxy of the Probationer or Minister to whom the Cull is nd-
dressed, the Presbytery nay judge of them, and come to a deter-
mination respecting their validity, after hearing all parties, and
taking such evidence as they may procure or think ncedful, without
adopling such formal procedure as is requisite when grave personal
charges are brought forward. But when an objection made is scen
(o involve such a charge—ihat is, any charge aftecting the orthodoxy
ot moral character of a Minister or I'robationer, the Presbylery must
insist upon the objectors either framing a libel and proceeding with it
in the usuat form, or abandoning the objection. Of course, if a Sima
were found by the Presbylery to prevail apainst the person called,
it might be necessary to suspend procedure until they have disposcd
of i, even though no objectors should take the respounsibility of
framing a libel. (See Chapter IV., Part 1)

15. The Presbytery may decline 1o sustain the Call, cither on
the ground of the manber of dissents withoul reasons, or on the
ground of the weight due to the reasons ot objections adduced. If
any such judgmeni of the Presbylery be neither appealed from nor
complained against in due form (see Div. 111, Scct. 2y, or il the
judgment be aftinned by the Superior Courl, the whole proceedings
as 10 the particular Call in guestion fall 1o the ground, and a new
election must take place.
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16. If the Presbytery sustain a Call o a Probationer, or {0 an
ordained Minister not having a fixed charge, and if therc be no
appeal or complaint tendered in due form apainst their judgment,
they proceed to take the necessary steps with a view 10 his induc-
tion to the pastoral charge.

17. If the Call be to a Probationer, the Presbytery take him on
trials, as it is called, The Presbytery may accept the result of the
trials to which the Probationer submitted before license instead of
prescribing new trials or they may prescribe to him trials of pre-
cisely the same kind with the trials for License, prescribed in the
Regulations. If the Presbytery sustain these trials without appeal

A

or complaint, or if their judgment sustaining them be affirmed by
the Superior Court, or if they do not sustain the trials, and their
judgment be reversed by the Superior Court, the Presbytery are
in circumstances for immediately fixing the day on which the
induction and ordination shall take place. 1f, after these trials, the
Probationer called be not found qualificd, and the Presbytery
decline to sustain the trials, they ought to frame their Minute so as
to put the Superior Court in clear and full possession of the grounds
on which their judgment proceeds, and to enable a person appealing
or complaining to state with distinctness his reasons of appeal or
complaint. These grounds must not involve any charge of heresy,
because rhar, if alleged and maintained, can be proceeded with only
by libel. If the judgment of a Presbytety declining to sustain trials for
ordination be not appealed or complained against in due form, or
if it be not reversed by the Superior Court after appeal or complaint,
intimation must be made 1o the Congregaiion that the Probationer
called has not been found qualified, and that a new election must
take place.

18. If the Call, which is sustained and accepted of, be to an
ordained Minister not having a fixed pastoral charge, and not being
a Professor of Theology, no {rials being required, and there being
no other ecclesiastical impediment, the Presbylery may proceed
without delay to appoint the day for the induction.

19. I the sustained Call be to the ordained Pastor of a Con-
gregation in another Presbytery of the Free Presbyteriant Church of
Scotland, the induction cannot be procecded with until a judgment
has been obtained in favour of the Translation, either from the
Presbytery within whose bounds that Congregalion is situated, or
from the Superior Court which has jurisdiction over that Presby-
tery. In the case of every such Call, the Presbytery immediately
after sustaining it, or immediately after knowing oflicially that
their judgment sustaining it has been affirmed by the Superior
Court, proceed to commission certain of their members to prosecute
the Call. The Presbytery also draw up Reasons of Translation (10
be signed by the Commissioners in name of the Presbytery), and
instruct the Commissioners to transmit these in writing (o the other
Presbytery, along with all needfut decuments and minutes, of
which the Clerk is instructed to furnish certified copics or extracts,
with the exception of the Call, which must itseil be transmitted to
the other Presbytery. The Congregation calling also appoint
certain persons as their Commissioners. The Commissioners of
the Presbytery are expected 10 ascertain by correspondence when
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ihe first ordinary teeting of the other Presbytery will take place.
Act. 1V. Free Church Asscbly 1882 provides that, in the procedure
in Calls from one Presbytery to another, the Commissioners from
the Presbytery and Congregation calling shall be received and heard
only at one mecting of the Presbytery to wliich the Minister cailed
belongs; and that in the event of no ordinary meeling of a Presby-
tery being held within three weeks of the time when the Clerk
receives official intimation that a Call to one of its members has
been susiained by another Presbytery, he, along with the Moderator,
shall be empowered to send intimation of the Call to the Minister’s
Congregation, and to summon them and all parties to the next
ordinary meeting, that the Call may be disposed of then.

20. The Minister called, when belonging to a Presbytery of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, is entitled to make a state-
ment 1o his Presbytery at this stage, if he see cause. But most com-
monly, unless the Minister have already come lo a very decided
determination not o accept of the Call, nothing further is done by
a Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland at the time
when such a case is thus brought before it, than to summon all
parties to a future meeting, The Commissioners and the Minister
called, if present, are summonced apud acta. The Minister, if absent,
ought 1o be specially and duly summoned in writing, with in-
timation of the Call addressed to him. The Reasons of Translation,
or a copy of them, certified by the Clerk of their own Presbytery,
must be transmitted to the Congregation ol which the Minister is
Pastor, that they may reply to them, if they see cause. Either the
Minister himself, or some other Minister, being a member of Pres-
bytery, ought te be instructed to intimate to that Congregation
that the Call from the other Congregation has been addressed lo
him, that it has becn liid on the Table of his Presbytery with
Reasons of Translation, which they will have an opportunity of
considering, and (hat thcy are hereby summoned to appear by
their Commmissioners at the bar of the Presbytery lo slate any
answers they imay have to give to the Reasons for Translation.

21, On the day and at the hour appointed, the Presbylery having
met, all the parties are cilled. The order of procedure in the heating
of parties and in the discussion of the case by the Presbytery is in
accordance with general rules of order that have a more extended
application; it being understood that the partics prosecuting the
Translation hold the same posilion as to opening the case and the
right of reply, which belongs to appellants and complainess in cases
from Kirk-Sessions. (See Div. 11. Secl. 4.)

The only peculiarities are that the Minister called is entitled 1o
be heard at any stage of the proceedings whatever, if he express
a wish to that effect; and that he must be asked to declare his
mind immediately after the hearing of the other patlics at the bar
has been concluded. Afler engaging in prayer, the Presbytery
decide, in the first instance, either that the Translation is expedient,
and that the Call ought to be presented 1o the Minister; or that
the Translation is not expedient, and that the Call ought not to be
presented to him. If the decision be in the affirmative, and there be
no appeal or complaint, and if thercaller the Ministcr, acquiescing
in the decision, accept of the Call, the Presbytery then give formal
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judgmient to the eifect that they agree 1o the Translation, and
appoint the Minister to await in that matier the orders of the other
Presbytery. {Sce Act VI Assembly 1849.')

22,71 there be an appeal or complain! intimated against a
decision in favour of a Translation, the Presbylery who have come
to that decision ought 1o instruct their Clerk to intimate to the
other Presbytery, through their Clerk, whethier Reasons of Appeal
or Complaint have been lodged in due time or not, and also to
intimate to them immediately the fact of the appeal or complaint
being otherwise fallen from, if that should occur at any period
after the Reasons have been duly lodged.

23. The Commissioners of a Presbytery for the prosccution of
a Translation must report at the first ordinary meeting of their
own Presbylery, subsequent 1o that inceting of the Presbytery
having jurisdiclion over the Minister proposed to be translated, at
wlhich a decision has been come to on the question of Translation,
what the decision is, and whether it be appealed or complained
against or not. If the decision has been in favour of the T ranslation,
and there is an appeal or a complaint, with reasons, lodged in due
time ¢of which Lhe Presbytery prosecuting the Call must hear from
the Clerk of the ollier Presbytery), no further step can be taken
towards the induclion until a judgment on the appeal or complaint
shall have been given by the Superior Cowrt, But if it be certitied
to the Presbytery prosecuting the Call by the Clerk of the other
Presbytery, that reasons of appeal or complaint have not been
lodged in duc time, or that the appeal or complaint has been
subsequently Fallen from, or if the Superior Court shall, in due form,
have intimated or caused to be intimated to the Presbylery prose-
cuting the Call, that they have dismissed the appeal or complaint,
and aflirmed the sentence in favour of the Translation, then the
Presbylery prosceuting the Call are placed in circwmslances 1o
cnable tham o tix a day for the induction,

34. If the decision of the Presbylery having jurisdiction over
the Minister proposed 1o be translated be adverse to the Transka-
tion, it is competent and usual for the Commissioners of the Presby-
tery prosecuting the Call (o take an appeal against the decision,
leaving it 10 their own Presbytery to determine whether the appeal
shall be prosecuted or fallen from. The Commissioncrs i their
report mention that they have done so, and also whether any
appeal was taken by the Congregation calling, and whether any
dissent and complaint were taken by any member of the other
Presbytery. IT the meeting at which the report can be made tuke
plice within ten days from the mecting of the other Presbytery at
which the decision has been given, the Commissioners. usually
lcave it to their Presbytery to authorise them 1o lodge reasens of
appeal or not, as the Presbylery may think fit. If there be no mecting
in time for this purpose, the Commissioners ought 1o lodge reasons,
it being always in the power of the Presbytery to fall from the
appeal, and 1o intimaic 1o the other Presbylery that they have
done so. The Presbytery come o such judgment on the report
of their Commissioners as they think most cxpedient. If they
continue to prosccute that appeal, or if the Congregation calling

YApp 1L 4,
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conlinue 10 prosecute an appeal on their own part, or if any member
of the other Presbylery continues to prosecute his dissent or com-
phaint, no further step (oward the filling up of the vacancy can be
taken uniil a decision be obtained from the Superior Court. But
if the Presbytery fall from their appeal, and if no other appeal
and no complaint be prosecuted, or if the Superior Court intimate
that they have affirmed the adverse decision, the Presbytery niust
intimate to the Congregation in due form the necessity of sleps
being taken for a new election,

25. If & sustained Call be to an ordained Pastor of a charge
within the bounds of the same Presbytery which has sustained
the Call, the procedure is the same in principle with that adopted
in the case already detailed. The complication of Commissioners
from one Presbylery to another is avorded. In sustaining the Call,
the Presbytery take care not to commit themselves to the propriety
of the Translation. Due intimation is given to the Minister called,
and to his present Congregation, as in ihe other case. Commis-
sioners from both Congregations appear at the bar of the Presby-
tery on the appointed day. The Presbytery proceed in terms of the
Act V1, Free Church Assembly 1849}

26. When, all obstructions having been removed out of the way,
a Presbytery are prepared to fix a day for the ordination and in-
acn:.cs of a Probationecr, or for the induction of a previously
ordained Minister, it is their duty to appoint one of the Ministers
included in their number to occupy the pulpit of the vacant charge
on a particular Sabbath, and then and there to serve the edict. They
at the same time fix the day and hour for the ordination and induc-
tion, or for 1he induction alone, as the case may be, so that it shall
occur at an inferval of not less than seven days from the serving of
the edict. By the edict, public intimalion is made that the day
and hour named have been appeinted for this purpose, and that
the Presbytery will proceed in due form to the settlement, if no
objection to the life or docirine of the Probationer or Minister be
previously brought forward and substantiated. Tt is also infimated
that the Presbytery will meet at a specified time, and at the Church,
for the purpose of ascertaining whether any such objections will be
brought forward and substantiated, or not. The usual practice is
10 hold this meeting at an hour not long before that fixed upon for
the settiement. :

27. At the time named in the edict, the Presbylery, having been
constituted, call for what is designated ‘the reiurn of the edict,
an expression which implies a report by the officiating Minister
that it has been duly served. They then causc their officer to make
proclamation at the most patent doot of the Church, in terms of
the edict, and to report that he has done so. Any obiections at
this last stage must be substantiated immediately to the satisfaction
of the Yreshytery. A formal libel is not required; substantiated
objections would arrest procedure. The bringing forward ol ob-
jections in connection with the edict is a rare occurrence. When
no objections are given in, or when they cannot be proved instantcr,
it is the duty of the Presbylery to proceed wilh the ordination and
induction, or with the induction alone, according to appointment.

' App. 1L 4, sApp. X. L.
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28. In proceeding to an ordination or induction, the Moderator
conducts public worship in the usual manner. At the close of it
he reads a narrative of the proceedings since the occurrence of the
viacancy, with reference to the filling of it up. He then calls upon
the Pastor-elect, who stands and answers the appuinied questions
(see Appendix 11.3). He is then required to subscribe the Formula,
in presence of the Congregation. The answers having been satis-
factory and the Formuia having been signed, the Pastor-elect, il
a Probationer, kncels, and the Moderator, coming down from the
pulpit, ordains him to the ministry with solemn prayer and imposi-
tion of hands. It is the practice lor all Ministers present to stand
around and lay their Liands on his hend. The ordination ptayer
having been concluded, the Moderator formally receives and admits
the new Minister, in the name of the Presbytery, and by authority
of the Divine Head of the Church, to the pastoral charge of the
Congregation, and, along with the other members of Presbytery,
gives him the right hand of fellowship. Thercafter the Modeiator
returns to the pulpit. In the case of a previously ordained Minister,
the Moderator does not teave the pulpit, except 1o give the right
hand of fellowship; buf, immediately after oblaining satisfactory
answers to the questions, and aller the signature of the Formula,
he receives and admits the Minister to the pastoral charge. 1t is
usual for the admission, in this case, lo be preceded or followed by
prayet. In both cases, the Moderator in conclusion delivers a suitable
address (1) to the newly-admitted Pastor, and (2) to the people.
1n some cases, these addresses have been delivered by other members
of Presbytery, specially appointed for the purpose. But the old and
most approved practice is for the Moderator (o conduct the whole
services. At the close of public worship the people have an oppor-
tunity of welcoming their Minister on retiring from the Church.
Therealter his name is added to the roll before the adjournment
of the Presbylery.

29. It is the duty of a Presbylery, after inducting to a charge
within their bounds the Minister of a charge uader the jurisdiction
of another Presbylery, to give immediate fitimation through their
Clerk to that Presbytery that the induction has taken place.

30. Ordination, without reference to a particular pastoral charge,
or without reference, at feast, to some position or function held to
be equivalent to that of a particular pastoral charge, is contrary 10
the practice of the Church. Bul a Presbytery in Scotland may be
called upon to ordain a Probationer who has been appointed to a
pastoral charge in the Colonies, when there is no local Presbytery
having jurisdiction over that charge; and, in similar circumstances,
Missionaries 10 foreign parts are ordained before they procecd to
their spheres of labour. In either of these cases, it is the duty of
the Presbytery 10 satisly themselves with respect (o the nature of
the appointnent, the position of the parties making it, the sphere
of action proposed to be cntered on, and the provision arranged or
in prospect for the duc support of the Minister or Missionary, alter
e has entered on it. If they be satistied regarding these points,
it is competent for them to proceed. So far as trials and the act of
ordination are concerned, they must take the same steps as in
ardinary cases. The serving of an edict in the usual manner is of
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course dispensed with. Bui consistency of principle would seem
to require public notice of the Presbylery’s intention 1o be duly
given, that any one may have sufficienl opportunity to bring lorward
and substantiate an objection to the life or doctrine of the person
proposed to be ordained.

31. It lies with the Presbylery within whose jurisdiction a pastoral
charge is situated, to receive, in the first instance, any representation
for the appointment of a Colleague and Successor to the Pastor of
that charge. Such a represeniation may be based cither upon the
partial inability of the Pastor to discharge his functions, through
age or infinmity, or both; or upon special congiderations Lonnectex
with the character and circumstances of the charge. Tt must proceed
from the Congregation, with consent of the Pastor himself. It may
be intimated by means of Minules of Session, Deacons’ Court, and
congregational meetings. Competent evidence must accompany the
representation, with respect to the alleged grounds of it. For example
il the ground be the state of the Minister's health and strength,
sufficient medical testimony mwust be produced. IF, in order 10 carry
out the contemplated appointment, assistance be asked from the
Aged and Tofirm Ministers’ Fund, this request, and the grounds of
it, must be brought before the Presbytery, along with the representa-
tion on the subject of 4 Colleague and Successor. When ali the mat-
erials for judgment in any such case have been fully set before the
Presbytery, and parties have been regularly heard on 1he subject al
the bar, the Presbytery are called (o give a deliverance with respect
to the suitableness, practicability, and desirableness of the proposed
appointment, viewed in connection with the pecuninry and other
arrangements by which the Congregation and the Minister wish 1o
have it accompanied. All these arrangements nwst be taken into
very careful consideration in coming 1o a judgment,

12, The Presbytery cannot give effect 1o their own judgment
with reference o allowing a Congregalion the liberty of calling o
Colleague and Successor te its Pastor; but that judgment must
1ake the form of a recommendation and application to the Synod.
On this account, it is needful that the vepresentations and requests
from the Conpregation be brought 1o the Presbytery in time Lo
enable them 1o dispose of the matter, with a view fo having the
application and all needful documenis trapsmitted to the Clerk of
Synod on or before the last Tuesday of Apxil.

33. A Minister who wishes to resign his pastoral charge, from
ilt-health, old age, or other circumstances not affecting his minis-
terial characler, must lender his resignation to the Presbytery under
whose jurisdiction he is placed, The Presbytery, either when alone,
or through a Commitiee, deal with him as 1o the reasons of the
proposed resignation, 1t is also reasonable that due notice should be
given to the Congregation of what is intended by their Pastor. if the
Presbytery find thie alleged reasens unsatisfactory, or if any civcun-
stance or fama be made known to them which requires investigation,
they cannot accept of the resignation until it be ascerlained that
there is no ground for bringing their brother under the censures of
the Church, But if nothing obiectionnble appear with respect (o his
procedure, and they find him continuing to be conscientiously per-
suaded that it is his duty to folloay out his intention, it is their duny
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to accept of his resignation, and to take immediate steps for
declaring the pastorat charge of his Congregation vacant.

34. Ministers who have thus retired from their charges are
accounted emeriti. They are nol members of Presbytery unless
expressly allowed 1o be so by a specific deliverance of the Synod;
but they retain their starus, and may be employed in any work
belonging to that status which they are capable of parforming.

All Ministers not having pastoral Charges are eligible as Ruling
Elders in the Congregations to which they attach themselves as
communicanis,

15. It lics with the Presbytery to consider the merits of any
case within their bounds, in which pecuniary aid is sought to enable
a Congregation to provide an aged and infirm Minister with an
Assistani. They are called upon to find cither that the case ought,
or that it ought not, to be entertained favourably. If their finding
be in its favour, they are called upon o transmit an application
on ils behalf to the Synod. Such cases must be laid before the
Presbytery in time to have the applications considered and (rans-
mitted to the Clerk of Synod on or before the last Tuesday of April.

16. The old law as to Privy Censures in Presbyteries was, that,
twice a year, at a meeting of Presbytery, ench Minister should be
removed in succession, in order thal his brethren might consult
together as to whether or not there was occasion for admonishing
or censuring him in a friendly manner. He was then called in,
and the result communicated 1o him, Although the exactness of this
practice has fallen inlo abeyance, the spirit of it still pervades the
Presbyterianism of the Church, It is still held 10 be the duty of
Presbyteries 10 deal with the members in a friendly manner with
respect to their shoricomings, so as to avert, by timely admonition,
lhe necessily of more formal procedure at a future date. It is still
held to be the duty of the brethren to stir one another up in the
comimon faith.

17. The solemn function belongs to the Presbylery, in ihe exer-
cise of discipline, to pronounce sentence of suspension or deposition
against a Minister or a Probationer under their jurisdiction, when
they find it necessary to do so, in accordance with the Word of God,
and with the Rules of the Church. It is also their province, when
they find occasion, to make use of less severe censuies, such as
public or specially serious admonition or rebuke. Particulars as to
Discipline will be found in Chapter IV.

38. Alihough the Free Church of Scotland gave no encourage-
ment to any cncroachment on the functions of the pastoral oflice
by persons not set apart 1o that oflice, she permitted the cmployment
of persons as Readers or Catechists, with the view of meeting the
necessities occasioned by a pressing emergency, or by a deficiency
in the number of ordained Ministers and licensed Probationers.
The persons selected for this purpose have, for the most pirt, been
Elders, Students of Theology, or Teachers. Tt was required (hat they
be approved of by the Presbyteries, and associated with, or super-
intended by, particular Ministers; that the spheres of aclion be
fixed by the General Assembly’s Home Mission Committee, on the
recommendation of Presbyteries; that, when obliged Lo conduct
public worship on Sabbath, they be instructed to read a portion of
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Scripture, together with some suilable discourse, or portion of a
religious work; and that they be called upon, on week-days, to visit
the families, catechise the young, and attend to the sick and dying.
The Genersl Assembly expressly declured that there was no in-
rention, by the permission and requircments as to Readers or
Catechists, of instituting a permanent or distingl office, but that the
design was simply to regukie, in an orderly wiy, the needful pro-
vision for wemporary dillicuity. The Free Presbyterian Church
recognises the propriety of asking Flders, in cases where need
requires, 1o hold and address meetings for Chiristian Fellowship and
she also employs Missionaries 10 do this regularly and 1o perform
the duties of Catechists, The power to appoint a person as a Mission-
ary belongs to the Synad but it usually acts on the recommendation
of a Presbytery.

39. A Congregation for the regular worship of Ged, and ihe
preaching of the Gospel, may be formied and kept up under the
superintendence of the Presbytery, without its having been consli-
tuted as a pastoral charge. It may be maintained under the name of
a Preaching Station until its condition shall appear sufficient lor
enabling it 10 call a Pastor, The setting up of Preaching Stations in
suitable localities is considered by the Church to be one of the most
impeortant means for the advancement of the Home Mission cause.
Where no Kirk-Sessicn has been formed in connection with a
Station, sealing ordinances can be dispensed in it only through
express appointiment by the Presbytery, unless the Congregation
have been regularly placed under the jurisdiction of o neighbouring
Kirk-Session. 1f ilie authority of the Presbylery be required, they
appoint a Minister 10 preside, aided by certain elders, whom they
name.

40. According to I'ree Church Assembly Act X111 1863, it
remains with Preshyteries to arrange in regard to the appointiment
of Elders and the establishiment of Kirk-Sessions for local discipline
and management in Preaching Stations within their bounds, it Leing
understood that a Minister of the Preshytery shall act as the Mod-
erator of every such Kirk-Session. Whenever the Presbytery deem
it expedient, the elders of such Stations may still be connected with
regularly established Kirk-Sessions.

41. The recognition of a Congregation as entitled o the pesilion
of a Pastoral Charge, so as to be enabled to call a person to be
their Pastor, belongs properly, and in its spiritual aspect, to the
Presbytery of the bounds; their judgment, of course, on this, as
well as on every other question, being subject 1o review by means
of appeal or complaint. But the upholding of the Church, dependent
in s0 many ways upon Central Funds, his made it requisite thal in
some matters general rules should be ebserved, which can be more
efliciently and consistently maintained by the authority of the Synod
than by the Presbyleries separately. The addition of pastoral
charges in any part of the Church is one of these maiters. Accord-
ingly, alter & Presbytery has formed an opinion in favour of the
admission of a ncw Congregation as a pastoral charge, it shall
record and transmit its opinion, along with a full statement of the
case, for the consideration of the Synod, who adone shall have 1he
power of sanctioning (he Charge.
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42, The Presbytery has inherently the power of appointing
special diets of worship to be held; special fast-days and special
days of thanksgiving to be observed; and special collections for
particular objeccts to be made, in all the Congregations under its
jurisdiction. But this power requires to be exercised with great
discretion and abstinence, partly for the sake of avoiding undue
interference with the judgment of Kirk-Sessions, founded upon local
knowledge, and partly from the relation of the Presbytery to the
Supetior Court, and the arrangements of the Synod. But the
Presbytery is entitled, both by the inherent character of its relation
to the several Congregations within its bounds, and by long-estab-
lished practice, to require a reasonable amount of contribution from
cach of these Congregations, or from each Deacons’ Court, toward
the necessary presbyterial expenses.

43. Particular functions have been nssigned to Presbyteries in
relation to ecclesiastical buildings, including piaces of worship and
manses. The consent of the Presbytery is required for the sale or
transference of such property. The Presbytery is enjoined to examine
carefully all plans of church buildings and manses and to refuse
plans which are not salisfactory and this is particularly of import-
ance when the Presbytery wishes to authorise an appeal for funds
to the Church at large.

44, The Presbytery may appoint Committees of its number for
the more careful and minute consideration of those portions of
business which seem to require such appointment, it being under-
stood that the Commiittees are to report 10 the Presbytery, who will
record their own judgment upon the subjects of the several reports.

Diavision 11— Department of Review

1. The Presbytery may be called to exercise the right of review,
tirough its periodical examination of the Records of Kirk-Sessions
and Deacons’ Courts. According to the old law of the Church (see
Act, Sess. 22, 1639), it was nnar:maa that the Session Books be
presented once a year to the Presbyteries, and the same requirement
as to the Records of Deacons’ Courls is made by Act VII. Assembly
1846. 1t has been already mentioned that a copy of the Communion
Roll, revised by the Kirk-Session, and signed by the Moderator and
Clerk, must be annually sent to the Presbytery. (See Chap. 1. Part IL,
and Act XVIII, Assembly 1844.) 1t is the duly of the Presbytery to
give instructions to the Kirk-Sessions and Deacons’ Courls, with a
view to compliance with these requirements. It is the usuval practice,
after receipt of the Books and Rolls, to appoint a Committee or
Committees 1o examine and report upon them, When considering
such reports, or when inspecting for itself the Books and Rolls,
the Presbylery may exercise the right of review in several ways, For

(1) It musi pronounce a judgment of approval or disapproval
as to the correctness and accuracy with which each Record is kept,
and with which each Communion Roll is drawn out, requiring
serious errors to be rectified, and pointing out deficiencies or inis-
takes of a less important character, in order that they may be avoided
for the future.

(2) 1t may intimate either 1o Sessions or PDeacons” Courts any

N
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improvement which ought to be adopted in their modes of conducting
business.

(3) Tt may find that any deliverance of a Kirk-Session is eryoneous,
as exhibited in the Minute. It may reverse any such deliverance, on
the ground of the erroncousness thus exhibiled. Or it may declare a
Sessional judgment to be nutl and void, because it was ultra vires,
or in opposition to the laws of the Church. If it be too late for a
simple reversal to redress any injustice, the Presbytery may give
instructions to the Kirk-Session for affording such redress ns the
laws of the Church may still render practicable. The Presbytery
may also order passages of the Session Record to be deleted. The
deletion may be carried out either by the Session or by the Presbytery
Clerk, under the orders of the Presbytery. The mode of deletion is
either by having the deleted words crossed, so as to be unintelligible,
and the crossings marked as deleted on the margin, with an altes-
1ation by the person deleting, or by having leaves cut out of the
Record, and the number of pages so dealt with being formally
entered on the Record. In either case, the Minute of Preshytery
ordering the deletion must be inserted in the Record. Before pro-
nouncing any judgment with respect to any deliverance of a Kirk-
Session, or before ordering the Minutes of a Kirk-Session to be
altered, the Presbytery must summon the Kirk-Session 10 the bar,
and hear them as parties,

(4) The Presbytery, in considering the Record of a Deacons’
Court, may find that the procedure of that Deacons' Court has been
ulra vires, or contrary to the Rules of the Church, and may declare
it to be null and void, or order Minutes to be altered, on either of
these accounts. Before doing so, however, it must summon the
Deacons' Court to the bar, and hear them as parties, The Presby-
tery have no power of judgment with respect 1o those details of
practical procedure in the Deacons’ Court which are within their
province, and consistent with the Rules of ihe Church.

7 Pparticular matters may be brought under review of the Pres-
bytery by means of Petition. The exuct order of Presbyterian
government requires that every case from an Inferior Court should
be introduced to the Superior by a petition. This order is observed
in the Synod with reference to Appeals, Complaints, and References,
which must all be brought under nolice by an accompanying Peti-
tion 10 the Committee on Bills. But the same order is not enforced
in the practice of Presbyteries. Petitions (o a Presbylery are practi-
cally confined to those matters which can be introduced in no other
way.

(}) The Presbytery ought nol (o receive a Petition with reference
t0 any matter which ought to have been previously brought before
the Kirk-Session, unless the Petition contain a statement that the
Kirk-Session, having come to a decision regarding the matier re-
ferred to, have refused to receive and record an Appeal or Com-
plaint tendered against their judgment. But a Petition to the Presby-
tery is the proper remedy for such refusal. Before proceeding to
hear the Pelitioners in such a case, the Presbytery musl summon
the Kirk-Session to the bar, that they may be heard for their
interest,

(2) When disputes or ditliculties have arisen in a Congregation,
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which do not involve any serious personal charpe, but which cannot
be constilutionally adjusted by the Kirk-Session, in consequence
of the Minister being concerned in them, or from other causes, it
is competent for any parties connected with the Congregation (o
petition the Presbytery on the subject. The Petition may ask for
a Presbyterial visitation, or for any other method of interference
by the Presbytery that may be competent and suitable. Before the
Petition can be disposed of, all parties referred to in it, or affected
by it, must be summoned, with due notice, to the bar, that they may
be heard for their interesis,

{3) The constitutional method of bringing before the Church
any question seriously affecting the character or the orthodoxy of a
Minister or n Probationer is by a Petition to the Presbytery, unless
such question be originated in the Preshytery itself, or in the Synod;
or unless the parties otherwise raising it take upon theniselves the
responsibility of prepuring and tabling a Libel for the consideration
of the Presbytery. (See Chap. 1V, Part 111

4) A Petition 10 the Presbytery is competent, either by the Kirk-
Session, or by the Deacons” Court, or by any member of the Con-
gregation, or by any person concerncd about ils prosperity, if the
object aimed at be one which the Preshytery alone can accomplish,
or which must be originated in the Presbytery, Under this head may
be reckoned Petitions for the institution of Stations, for the sanction-
ing of Charges, for the creation of Kirk-Sessions, and for the
erection of Churches or Manses.

{5) A Petition is competent which complains of any procedure
in n Deacons’ Cowrt when the complaint is shown 10 be on the
alleged ground that the proveditre wis uffra vires, or contrary (o the
Rules of the Chuich.

{6) A Presbytery may reject any Petition, without calling or
hearing parties, on the ground 1hat it is unsuitably or disrespect.
fully worded, or, without hearing parties on the meriis, on the
ground that its prayer cannol be competently granted by the Pres-
bytery.

3. A Presbyterial Visitation may be appointed by the Presbytery,
either of its own acecord, or in consequence of a Petition from the
Kirk-Scssion, the Deacons’ Court, or other parties connected with
a Congregation. According 1o the Church order maintained at the
periad of what is called the Second Reformation, byteries were
required 1o hold such visitations once a year in all the parishes,
{See Act, Assembly 1638, September 23, 24.) At the commencement
of the 18th century, Presbyteries were recommended and enjoined
to hold them frequently. (Sec Act XVI. Assembly 1706.) Shortly
before the Disruption, they had been revived. A report as 1o the
method of carrying them out was approved of by the Assemblies in
1845 and 1846, and appended 10 the Acts of those Assemblies.
Presbyteries were recommended to be guided in their procedure by
that Reporl.

(1} The object of Presbyterial Visitation, when prosecuted at
the instance of the Preshytery itsclf, in accordance with the law of
the Church and the recommendation of Asscmblies, is not of an
inquisitoria} character. lis purpose is to strengthen the hands of
the Minister, Fiders, and Deacons, snd to give the henetit of special
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advice and counsel to the Congregation as wel us to the office-bear-
ers. 1t has, therefore, been recommended that, when this work s
entered on, all the Congregations within the bounds should be
visited according to some fixed rotation.

{2) In following out the suggestions of 1the Report approved of
in 1845, the Presbylery Turnishes the Kirk-Session and Deacons’
Court beforehand with a list of the queries intended 1o be put,
gives at least ten days’ public notice to the Congregation, meels
first of all in private with the Session and Deacons' Court, receives
written answers to the questions transmitted, and enters into
friendly conference with them, accompanied by devotional exercises.
The Presbytery then adjourns to the Church, where the Cougrega-
tion is convened. A suitable sermon is preached by the Moderator.
After public worship, the written answers to queries and the judg-
ments of the Presbytery are read to the people, and suitable exhort-
ations are addressed to them.

{3} The t1opics of information to be sought by the Presbylery
relate {1) to the Statistics of the Congregation, regarding the
Office-bearers, the Members, the Adherents, the Buildings, and
the Finances; and (2) to ils spiritual candition, as shown by the
attendance upon Ordinances, at Prayer-meetings, and al Sabbath-
schools; or by the general state of religion in conncction with the
absence or prevalence of particular sins, or with the manilestation
of Divine grace in turning sinners from darkness 1o light.

{4) Even when the course thus indicated is not literally followed
in particulars, the substance of what it embodies may be profitably
cartied owl. Much must be left to the discretion of Presbyleries,
Inquiries as to the spiritual staie of Congregations and the general
state of religion in their localities have sometimes been profitably
pursued by Presbyterial Confercnces, to which Elders and Deacons
liave been invited, and by corresponding Sessionul Conferences, 10
which Deacons have been invited, without any actual visitations by
the Presbylery.

(5) Apart from any general system of Presbyterial Visitation,
it is competent, and may sometimes be extremely desirable, for a
Presbytery to appoint a Special Visitation for a particular Con-
gregation, when circumstances calling for such visitation hdve been
forced upon their notice. Butl this course can he justilied only
when the circumstances are clearly such ns to call for Preshyterial
interference,

4. Tt is the duly of the Presbylery to take into their consideration,
at the first convenient opportunily, any case of Reference, Com-
plaint, or Appeal, which has been duly transmilted 1o 1he Presbytery
Clerk, with respect to the procedure of any Kirk-Session within the
bounds. The order of procedure is as follows, viz.:——

(1} The Clerk of Presbytery reads the documents that have
been transmitied in the case,

(D) Parties are then called, and the names of the persons 4_5
severally appear for cach of the parlics are minuted as so appearing,
If any party having been duly cited do not appear when called, and
no adequate ciuse for non-nppearance be assigned, that party is
held as having given up the cause, and unless the Preshytery find
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renson otherwise for an opposite course, a4 decision may be givea
against that parly in absence.

(3) Afier the names of partics have been minuted, and il the
Presbytery be satisficd that the documents are sufficient to bring
the case before the Court, and that all parties have been duly
ﬂ:nﬁ_. the next step is to hear their representatives at the

ar, .

{(4) In the case of a Reference, the Kirk-Session are a party only
with respect to the preliminary question whether or not the case
ought to have been referred; or, in other words, whether the
Reference ought now to be sustained or dismissed by the Presby-
tery. All the partles are entitled 10 be heard upon this question.
If there be any Appeal or Complaint against the Reference, the
>_vvm=a=_u or Complainers are heard as such, There are some cases
of Reference in which the guestion of sustalning the Reference
or not must depend entirely on the question whether the previous
procedure of the Kirk-Session has been regular or not, and whether
their Minute brings up the matter in a correct form or not. These
are special cases of Discipline which the law absolutely requires to
be referred by the Kirk-Session to the Presbytery, (See Chap. 1V.
Part 11.) In all other cases the Presbylery is called upon to judge
freely, after hearing parties, whether there appear to have been
good reasons for the Inferior Court referring the case, rather than
deciding it themselves. The Presbytery either swustains or dismisses
the Reference, If it dismiss the Reference, it may also censure the
Kitk-Session for having referred the case without good cause. 1f
it sustain the Reference, then the Kirk-Session cease to be parties;

“their representatives leave the Bar; and the Moderator and the duly-

commissioned Elder are entitled to vote as Members of Preshytery
upon the case, when it is taken up upon the merits.

(5) The Presbytery determines for itself as to the number of
speakers whom it will hear for each party at the bar. Having often
more time nt its digposal than 1he Synod, w_ does not alwnys feel itself
obliged to maintain such rigid rules upon this subject as are laid
down in the Standing Orders of the Synod. But whatever rule it may
adopt must be an impartial one. :

(6) The Presbytery usually hears one or (wo. speakers for each
party concerned, beginning in the cases of Appeal or Complaint
with the Appellants or Complainers; or, inx cases of Reterence, at
the prefiminary stage, when there is no Appeal or Complaint dpgainst
the Reference, with the party supporting the Reference, who is
called upon o sfate it; or in such cases on the merits, when there
is a question in dispute, with the party who originated that question
in the Inferior Court:; and ending, in each of these several instances,
by hearing one speaker from the same party in reply. As a Refer-
ence brings up all parties, the siate of parties, when the merits are
taken up by the Presbytery, must be the same as it was before the
Kirk-Session.

17) When the interesis and pleas of two parties are seen, on the
face of the case as presented, 10 be in substance the same, the
Presbytery is entitled to deal with them as one party, with respect
to the hearing ol speakers.

18) After the bearing of parties, an opportunity is given 1o
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w_nz_vﬁm of Preshytery for punting questions to the parties at the
ar.

(9) Parlies are then removed.

(10) The Presbylery proceeds to delibernle and to pronounce
its own judgment, cither unanimously, or after a vote has been
1aken, (Sce Supplement 1o Chapter 15, Pait 1)

(11) The judgment may be expressed in such terms as (he Pres-
bylery thinks most suitable; but in every case of Appeal or Com-
plaint, in which a judgment on the merits is pronounced by the
Presbytery, the judgment mwust expressly sustain or dismiss the
Appeal or Complaint, and must expressiy reverse or affirm the
judgment of the Kirk-Scasion, whatcver ndditional words or scn-
tences the Presbyterial Deliverance may contain.

{12) Parljes are called in, and the judgment of thc Presbylery
is intimated to them.

(13) If a party at the bar, alter hearing the intimution, acquiesce
in the judgment, it is usual for him to intimate his acquicscence,
and to have it minuted. If he does so in due form, he is enlitled
10 extracts. (See Div. 111, (6) and Supplement (o Chapter 8. Part 11.)

(For what may otherwise follow upon the judgment, or upon the
intimation of it, sce Division 111.)

(14) The statemenls here made as to the hearing of the parlics
at the bar apply 10 the hearing of parties in cases of translation,
mutatis mutandis. (See Division 1. p. 41)) They apply also to the
hearing of parties in Petitions.

Davision 1H—Departinent of Specint Relations to the
Superior Cowi'es

. A Preshytery cannol make any change upon its name, the
particular charges and localities under its jurisdiction, the constitu-
tion of its membership, or its chief place of mecting, which is called
the Presbylery Seat. To oblain a change in any of these arrange-
ments, it must present a special Petition to the Synod, With a view
1o holding any meeling durlng the sittings of 1he Synod, a Presby-
tery must petition the Synod [or leave lo do so. .

3. Any part of a Presbylery's procedure is liable lo review by
the Superior Courl.

(1) The Presbytery is responsible to the Synod for Lhe correctness
and accuracy of a permanent Record in which their Clerk is required
1o copy out their Minutes. And it is competent for the Synod, in
their annual examination of the Presbytery Records, to take
notice of any irregularily or error, not only in the language or form,
but also in the subsiance of the Minutes, and o exercise their
powers of review thercanent. It is thus the duty of a Presbytery
to watch tarefully the condition of its own peyrmanent Record.
Not only must the facts as (o the constitution and regulir closing
of cach meeting be exactly stated, as well as the approvitl of each
preceding Minute, but the names of all the members psesent
must be recorded, and a statement nwust appear as lo whether the
chair was taken by the Moderator, or by any other person s
Interims Moderator. There must be no blottings or interkinings in
the Record. If anything be deleted, it must be marked in the margin;
and any word or words omilled must be wrillen on the margin,
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and atlested there by the initials both of the Moderator and Clerk.
Every Minute ought to be signed in the Record both by the Moder-
ator and Clerk. Exven when a Scrofl Minute has been sighed by a
person acting as Clerk ad inferim, the same Minute in the Pernianent
Record ought 1o have the signature attached 1o it of the permanent
Clerk, in addition o that of the Clerk ad iuterim, In circumstances
which, arising through a meeting being held at a very great dis-
tance from the Presbytery seat, make it difficult for a Clerk ad
interim to have access to the Permancnt Record, his signature in
that Record may be exceptionally dispensed with, provided it
be attached Lo the Scroil Minute, and provided the permanent
Clerk, while signing in the Permanent Record, preserve at the same
time the Scrotl Minute in rerentis. No erasure of the Minutes can
be made without the authority of the Synod. A Iresbylery cannot .
reverse or rescind any of its decisions; but, in order to obtain any
alleration, it must pelition the Synod. "~ -

{?) When any judgment or resolution has been come to by a
Presbytery, any member of the Court who is present and has ob-
jected 1o that judgment or resoluiion, may eater his dissent from
it, provided he does so immedialcly afier the decision has been
apnounced, and before other business has been taken up. If the
dissent be accompanied by reasons, they are recorded in the Minute
tlong with the dissend. But if rcasons are given in at a subsegquent
stage or meeling, they are not recorded, but are simply kept in
retentis; of, in other words, they are preserved by the Clerk among
the Presbyterial documents. Othier Members of Presbytery, who,
being present, have joined in the objection o the decision, may
adhere 1o the disscot at any subseguent stape or meeting. The
effeet of such a dissent, whether with or without reasons, is to save
the member or members dissenting from all responsibility for what
has been doie, whether in the light of his or their own conscientious
sensc of duly to God, or in any view which may afterwards be laken
ol the matter by ihe Synod. For,

{3 Any member of Presbylery, when dissutisicd with a decision,
may imnedialely after its announcement dissent, and protest for
feave 1o complain against it to the Synod. In other respects, the sanic
rules apply on the subject of dissents and complaints which have
been already stated in reference to Kirk-Sessions (See Chapler §.
Part 11, Scction 18); the Preshytery Clerk occupying the place in
relation to them which telongs (o the Session Clerk, and the
Synod occupying that which belongs to the Presbytery Clerk in
relation to dissents and complaints against judgments of a Kirk-
Session.

(4) Appeals arc competent against Presbyterial judgments, and
are taken and carried out in the same way and according to the
samie rules which have been described in refation 1o appeals apainst
judgments of Kirk-Scssions, the same substitution being made ol
the Presbytery Clerk for the Session Clerk, and the Synod Clerk for
the Presbylery Clerk. (See Chapter 1. Part 11, Scciion 19.)

(5) A Presbytery may refer a matter for advice (o the Synod.
‘I'he sules in the case of Kirk-Scssions, wilh the substitulion atready
mentioned, apply here also. (See Chapter 1. Part II. Section 20,
and also paragraphs (3) and (4) of Chapter I1. Part 1. Division J11.
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Scction 2.) Presbytetics are positively requived, before moderaling
in a Call in any casc of serious division n @ Congregation regarding
the choice of a Pastor, to refer the matier to the Soperior Courts for
advice. (Sce Act 1V, Assembly 1859, Scclion 7.7} In cases of Libel
against Ministers, two special grounds have been aliowed by Acts of
Free Church General Assembly, upon which it is ficld competent
for Presbylcries 1o refoer such cascs al a pasticular slage to the
Superior Courts. (Sve Acts 1X. and X. Assembly 1854, and also
Chapter V. Part 111.)

{6) Complainers and Appellants are entitied 1o such exiracts
from the Minutes of Presbylery as they require Lo enable them to
bring their Complaints or Appeals before the Superior Courl. The
same rules apply as in the case of extracts from the Minutes of
Kirk-Sessions by partics complaining or appealing. (Scc Chap. 1
Part 11. Section 24.)

(7) If a Presbytery refuse 1o receive or record any ﬁd.:-.._i_:m

or Appeal, it is open Lo the party to petition the Synad with refer-

ence 10 such refusal. A

{8) Onc Presbytery cannot interfere with or review the pro-
cedwre of another Presbytery. As in the case of Kirk-Scssions (sce
Chapter L Part I1. Seclion 206), the only regular mode of rediess
for encroachment by one Presbylery on the provinee ol another, is
for the Presbytery which feels that its jurisdiction has been inter-
fered with to petition the Synod.

3. It is competent for a Presbytery to petilion the Synod with
relation 1o any subject within the competency of the Court Lo
whoim e Petition is addressed, if the subject be not onc which
can come up o that Court by Reference, Complaint, Appeal, or
Overture,

4. Any Minister or Probationer belonging 1o any other Denomi-
nation, whe desires to be admined as & Minister or Probationer of
the Free Presbyterian Cluueh, must apply, in the lirst instance, to the
Iresbytery within whose bounds he has taken up his residence. But
the Presbytery has no power to admil himn, but nmust hil up answers
10 cortain questions regarding the Applicant, and transmit these
answers to the Synod, along with any remarks or recommendations
which it maiy seein (it 10 add. (Sec Act VITI, Asscmbly 1850.)

5. When a Presbytery has come o the conclusion that a Con-
gregation oupht to be allowed to call a Colleagie and Successor 1o
their Pastor, the Presbytery is required to draw up a Minute
of recommendation and application (o the Synod 1o that
eifect, or, at least, 1o prepare Uxiracts from ils Minutes, which,
while exhibiting its whole procedure in the cisc, may embrace such
a recommendation and application. The Minute or Minutes ought
1o embody, as briefly as may be consistent with clearness, the essen-
tial points involved in the Minutes of the Kirk-Scssion, the Deacons’
Court, or the Congregation. And with a view to bringing the
application before the next Synod, the Preshyterial Minuc or
Minutes, with all other essential documents, including all those
under view of the Presbytery, must be transmitted to the Clerk of
Synod on or before the last Tuesdiay of April. It is the duty of
the Presbytery fo instruet its Clerk to this efiect.
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6. The rules as to a Presbytery’s procedure with relation to the
appointment of a Colleague and Successor apply also Lo any casc
in which pecuniary aid is sought (o cnable & Congregation to pro-
vide a Minister with an Assistant. In particular, the preparation
and transmission of an Application to the Synod are required in
_w_wm mww:%uisw as in the other case. (See Chapter 11, Part I1. Division 1.

| P W

7. The Minute of Presbytery recording its opinion in favour of
an application for the sanctioning of a new Pastoral Charge within
its bounds, must take the form of a Recommendation, and must be
transmitied to the Clerk of Synod on or before the last Tuesday of
April, as in the case of an application for a Colleague and Successor,
1t must embrace @ full statement of the case, as presented by docu-
ments before the Presbytery, and as known to the Members through
Presbyterial Superintendence or personal experience. The documents
upon which the statement and opinion are founded must also be
transmitied at the same time,

8. it is the duty of Presbyleries to observe carefully all thosc
instructions of the Synod which are consistent with the constitution
of the Church, respecting the various collections and operations
appointed or instituted by the Synod, and carried out by means of
its Commiltees or otherwise, for the furtherance of the Gospel at
home and abroad, or for the welfare of the Church. With the view
of adequately performing this duty, cach Presbylery ought (o give
a respectful and carnest consideration to every recommendation
of intimation made to it by any one of the Synod’s Committees,

9. It is competent for any Presbytery to transmil what is calicd
an Overture 1o the Synod, with the view of inducing the Superior
Court 1o adopt any measurc within ils legislative or executive
functions. Such an Overlure may embody a proposal, cither to
declare what the law of the Church is, or (o enjoin the observance
of cxisting laws or to alter or supersede an existing law, ot 1o enact
a new law, or to take any measures consistent with the Word of God,
and with what is believed 1o be the scriptural constjitution of the
Church. All Overtures from Presbyleries must be sent (o the Clerk
of Synod at least seven days before the meeting of Synod. The right
_M:: um.oq_m Presbylerial Overture will be found in the Appendix,

0. X. 1.

10. By the Barrier Act passed in 1697, the rule has been fixed,
that no Acts can be passed by the Assembly of the Church of Scot-
land, so as to be binding rules and constitutions for the Chuich,
until they have first been passed by the Assembly simply as Over-
tures, and transmilted in that form to the several Presbyteries for
their opinions, and until the consent of a majorily of Presbyterics
has been obtained.

Previously lo the consideration ol any such Overture in a Pres-
bytery, a particular day is fixed for the purpose, either by some
member giving notice of molion thereanent, or by an agreement
that the subject shall be taken up at next ordinary meeting, or on
some day specially named. I it be thought desirable, a Committee
may in the first instance be appointed to consider the Overture,
and to report. In declaring their opinion of an Overturc trans-
mitted by the Synod, a Presbytery must either expressly approve
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of it or reject it. A qualilied approval, or a proposed amendment
of it, is held equivalent to its rejection. If a Presbytlery wish to
suggest any important amendment, the best course istodoso by a
new Overture to the Synod, Presbylerial returns to Overlures
consist of certified extracts from the Minutes of Presbytery. A
separate leaf of paper must be used for the return on each separate
Overture, and all such returns must be made and transmitted 1o
the Clerk of Synod at least a week before the mecting of the Synod.

11. Particular questions to which the rule of the Barrier Act
does not strictly apply, may be submitted by the Synod to the
several Preshyterics. This course ik taken when it appenre expedient
that the opinions of the Presbyteries should be communicated to
the Synod, or to any one of its Committees, with a view to assisting
their counsels or guiding them in their procedurc. A respectful
w_”.nz:o: is due by Presbyterics to the guestions thus submitted to
them.

12. Before proceeding lo the Trials of a Student for License, a
Presbytery is required to give notice, in a specified manner, 10 the
other Presbyteries. The leave of the Synod is an essential prelimi-
nary to the Presbytery’s procechure with the trials. (See Act XI.
Assembly 1860.)

13. Presbytery Records are liable to be called up by the Synod
for revision and altestation, according to the law of the Church.
They are generally required to be submitied 1o the Synod once a
year. (See Act IX. Assembly 1700.)

Supplement 1o Chapter H. Part M., containing particulars
conunon 1o the Three Divisions

I. The business at any ordinary Meeting of Presbytery is ushally
arranged as follows:—

(1) Matters referred to in the Minutes of the last Ordinary
Mecling as remaining to be disposed ol are first of all taken up in the
order of that Minute,

{2) Any new case, in which parties are prepared to appear ol
the bar, is taken up at as early a siage of the procedure as the
nature of the other business will allow, unless it be intimated that
those parties are willing that it should be postponed. This course is
followed simply on the ground of courtesy towards persons who may
have been pul lo inconvenience in order to attend the Mecting, and
may not wish to be detained.

(3) Periodical Reports of Commillees on any subjects, which
require 1o be regularly and siatedly attended to, are usually dis-
posed of next in order to the matters suggesied by the Minute, and
the cases of immediate urgency, in which parties at the bar are
concerned.

(4) The consideration of Overtures is allowed 10 take precedence
of any business not included under the foregoing heads.

(5) 1f there be more than one piece of business appointed for a
pro re nata or in hune effectum Meeting, that first mentioned in
the Circular calling, or in the Minute appointing the Meeting,
comes naturally to be lirst disposcd of.

(6) A Presbytery may break through the order here indicated
as customary, and may arrange its business in any manger thal
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seems suitable in its own view, provided it take care to provide
that no duty shall be neglected by it, which is required by the
constilution of the Church and the rules of the Church.

(7) It is the duty of the Clerk of Presbytery lo bring forward
the several malters of business in the order which he thinks the
best and most approved. He may thus save much time, although
the Presbytery miy, in particular instances, overrule his judgment,
It is a useful praciice for him to put into the hands of the Moderator,
al the outset, a list of the matters to be 1aken up, in the proposed
order. For, strictly speaking, it is the pan of the Moderator to
intimate, at each stage of procedure, what ought next to be con-
sidered. But practically the Clerk, from his more minute knowledge
of particulars regarding 1he business, is pernitted to act as the
Moderator's Assessor or Depuly in this department of duty.

(8) When a matter of business has been disposed of, especially
il it be of serious consequence, the Minute thereanent ought 1o be
exacily adjusted, and read before passing 10 the next business.

2. With a view to a Presbylery coming 1o a decision upon any
question, a Member of Presbytery must make a Motion on the
subject.

(1) When parties have been heard at the bar on any malter
before a Presbytery, the Judgment must proceed, in part at least,
upon the view taken by those who concur in it, of the statements
made by these parties. Consequently there can be no previous
Notice of Motion in such cases. But in matters which do not involve
the hearing of parties, and especially in watters of legislation, the
wsual courtesy is to give notice at o previous Meeting of any Motion
which is intended to be brought forward.

{2) Any Motion submitted to the Presbytery should be comnmitied
to writing and given in to the Clerk. If, after the Mover has addressed
the Presbytery, the Motion be not seconded, it falls to the ground,
without discussion. When it is duly scconded, it is open either for
unanimous adoption, or for discussion. No alleration can be made
upon it without the leave of (he Presbylery, except in the shape of
an Ameadment, or Second or Third Motion, proposed and
seconded by other Members who object o the First Motion as it
stands. A Motion nade, seconded, and recorded, cannot be with-
drawn without the leave of the Preshytery.

(3) In the discussion on Motions, a Member can speak only
once, unless he ask leave to explain something in what he has said
which seems to be misunderstood. Leave is always granted to this
effect, provided he confines himself siricilly to explanation. An
exception 10 the rule is allowed in favour of the Member who
introduces the First Motion, who has a right to reply. But he is not
permitied to introduce any new matter inlo his reply. After the
reply, the discussion is held to be closed, and the Vote is taken,

(4) In the course of a discussion, any Member has a right to
call another to order, and, when this is done, the person speaking
should stop till the question ol order is determined. Any Member
{whether he has already spoken or not) can iake part in the discus-
sion of the point of order, It is convenient that the point of order
be referred, in the fivst instance, 10 1the Modcrator, who may at
once announce such an opinion thereanent as may manifestly,
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without any vote, command the general concurrence. But, if there be
much division of opinion, the point must be determined by a vote.

3. In voting, a Presbytery usually follows the substance of the
rules exhibited in the Standing Orders of the Synod, except that
the result of any vole is ascertained simply by calling the Roll, and
the Members present, each saying when called, First Motion, or
Second Motion, or Amendment, or naming the Motion he votes for
in the way agreed upon.

(1) When there are only Two Motions before a Presbytery on
any subject, the staie of the vole is Motion or Amendent, or First
or Secomd Motion. The Roll is called by the Clerk or some one
assisting him, and the votes are marked for the one Motion or the
ather, The one preferred by a Majority is announced and intimated
as the Decision of the Presbytery.

(2) When there are Three Motions, the usual praclice is to
follow the rule of the Synod Standing Orders, and 1o put the Two
Amendments or the Second and Third Molions against each other
ms ihe first instance. The one of these which is carried by a Majority
is then put against the Original Motion, and the one which is carried,
on this Second Vole, is announced and intimated as the Decision
of the Presbytery.

(3) 1t is the duty of the Clerk to mark the votes, taking 1ssist-
ance from one of the Members.

{4) On the same principle, any nunber of Motions or Amend-
ments may be disposed of by putting the last in the [irst instance,
against the second last, and so determining which is 1o bg put
against the next in the reverse order. The question may thus always
be reduced 1o 4 vote between the Original Motion and that Amend-
inent or Motion, whether it be Second, Third, or Fourth, or Fifth,
which has been preferred through successive votes, as the
one 1o be placed in immediate competition with the Original
Motion.

(5) During the taking of a vote, the doors ought 10 be closed,
so as to avoid all confusion by Members going out or coming in.

4. The usuat and approved means of communicating decisions of
Presbytery to those whom they concern is by Exiracts,

(1) Parties in cases before Presbyteries are entitled to Extracts
from the Record, containing those parts of the Minutes in which
they are concerned. Those parties who acquiesce in a Judgment
are equally entitled, with those who appeal against it, 10 crave
Extracts and take Instruments in the Clerk’s hands, {See Chapter 1.
Part 1L, Section 24.)

(2) Members of Cowrt are entitled to Extracts, when they desire
to have them, whether they dissent and protest for leave to com-
plain or not.

(3) Any person, who can show any reasonable ground for the
request, may ask and obtain Extracts.

(4) The Clerk is not at liberty to give Extracts to any Member
of Court, or to any other party, without the express lenve of the
Presbytery,

(5) The Presbytery cannol refuse Lxiracts 1o any one who
requites them, to enable him to bring his case before the Superior
Courls,
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(6) The Presbytery is enliticd to appoint fees to be paid to the
Clerk for giving Extracts. .

{7) There ought to be an agreement with the Clerk, in fixing his
emoluments, as to the extent 1o which he is expected 10 give Ex«
tracls without fee.

(8) It is not usual to require any fees for Extracts, when they
are manifestly requisite to enable those who ask for them 1o bring
their Appeals or Complaints before the Superior Courts, ot 10 en-
able those who acquicsce in decisions to have the means of showing
that these decisions have been in their favour.

(9) Fees may be reasonably required when Extracts are given
without any manifest necessity. But this point must be determined
by each Presbytery for itself.

5. The mode® of raising funds for necessary expenses may vary
in different Presbyteries. Fees of greater or less amount may be
charged 10 each Congregation within the bounds at the settlement
of its Minister. Other charges may be instituted of a similar kind.
And an annua! allocation of the whole, or a portion of what is
required, may be made to each Congregation. The Presbytery
usually finds it advisable to arrange with its Clerk how this matter
is 10 be adjusted, when it fixes the terms of his appointment, and
the mmount of his own and its Ofllcer’s salary.
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CHAPTER IlI

THE SYNOD—ITS CONSTITUTION, POWERS, AND
FUNCTIONS

PART 1—The Constitution and Officials of the Synod

Tue Constitution of a Synod in the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland is founded on the same scriptural principles of unily, good
order, and manifest expediency, which Jead 1o the Constitution of a
Preshytery as a representative body. The extension of the Church
beyond the limits which admit of all the Congregutions belng undee
one Presbylerial government, or of all the Pastors meeting frequently
together, renders a subdivision into two or more Presbyterics essen-
tial for the administration of Christ’s laws in an efleciive manner.
But the unity and harmonious action of the Church could not be
preserved if there were not occasional meetings of a Court compre-
hending or representing all the Presbyteries produccd by the sub-
division. Even when it is inconvenicat for all the Pastors of a widely
extended territory lo meet frequently logether, it may not be
inconvenient for them lo meet at ihe interval of a year, or of six
months. 1t has consequently been held in good accordance with
the scriptural foundations of the Presbyterian system, that ali the
Pastors of such a territory, and alt the Ruling Elders, with Comunis-
sions from Kirk-Sessions o sit in the respective Presbyteries,
should form a Superior Coust, for purposcs of review and superin-
tendence, and should meet as such cither annually or once in six
months. This Court has generally reccived the name of a Synod.
1t may be the Supreme Court of a Church, when the number and
position of Presbyteries do not call for a subdivision into more than
one Synod and for a higher representative Court, 10 which the
Synods shall be subordinate and this is the present position of Lhe
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. On the other hand if a higher
representaiive Court is required it is called the General Assembly
and the funclions of the Supreme Coust, whether it be Synod or
General Assembly are substantially the same. When there is more
than one Synod the proper designation of any one of them is lhe
Provincial Synod of whatever territory it comprises.

In the application of these general principles and arrangements
to the Constitution and Officials of the Synod, the following rules
of practice have arisen ;-

I. The Synod consists (1) of all the Pastors of congregations within
the Church, Colleagues and Successors being included; excepl that
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