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(6) The Presbytery is entitled to appoint fees to be paid to the
Clerk for giving Extracts. |

(7) There ought to be an agreement with the Clerk, in fixing his
emoluments, as to the extent to which he is expected to give Ex-
iracts without fee.

(8) It is not usual to require any fees for Extracts, when they
are manifestly requisite to enable those who ask for them to bring
their Appeals or Complaints before the Superior Courts, or 10 €n-
able those who acquiesce in decisions to have the means of showing
that these decisions have been in their favour.

(9) Fees may be reasonably required when Extracis are given
without any manifest necessity. But this point must be determined
by each Presbytery for itself.

5 The mode® of raising funds for necessary expenses may valy
in different Presbyteries. Fees of greater or less amount may be
charged to each Congregation within the bounds at the setilement
of its Minister. Other charges may be instituted of a similar kind.
And an annual allocation of the whole, or a portion of what Is
required, may be made to each Congregation. The Presbytery
usually finds it advisable to arrange with its Clerk how this matter

is 10 be adjusted, when it fixes the terms of his appointment, and
iho amount of his own and its Oflicer’s salary.
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CHAPTER 111

THE SYNOD—ITS CONSTITUTION, POWERS, AND
FUNCTIONS

ParT 1—The Constitution and Officials of the Synod

Tue Constitution of Synod in the Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland is founded on the same scriptural principles of unity, good
order, and manifest expediency, which lcad to the C onstitution of a

Presbytery as a representative body. The cxtension of the Church
beyond the limits which adimit of all the Congregations being under

one Presbyterial government, or of all the Pastors eeting frequently
together, renders a subdivision into two or more Presbyteries esselt-
tial for the adminisiration of Clirist’s laws in an effective manner.
But the unity and harmonious action of the Church could not be
preserved if there were not occasional meelings of a Court compre-
hending or represcnting all the Presbyteries produced by the sub-
division. Even when it is inconvenient for alf the Pastors of a widely
extended lerritory to meet frequently together, it may not be
inconvenient for them (o meet at the interval of a year, or of six
months. It has consequently been held in good accordance with
the scriptural foundations of the Presbyterian system, that all the
Pastors of such a territory, and all the Ruling Elders, with Commis-
sions from Kirk-Sessions 10 sit in the respective Presbyteries,
should form a Superior Court, for purposcs of review and superin-
tendence, and should meet as such cither annually or once in six
months. This Court has gencrally reccived the name of a Synod.
It may be the Supreme Court of a Church, when the number and
position of Presbyleries do not call for a subdivision into more than
one Synod and for a higher representative Court, to which the
Synods shall be subordinate and this is the present position of the
Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland. On the other hand if a higher
representative Court is required it is called the General Assembly
and the functions of the Supreme Court, whether it be Synod or
General Assembly are substantially the same. When there is more
than one Synod the proper designation of any one of them is the
Provincial Synod of whatever territory it comprises.

In the application of these general principles and arrangements
to the Constitution and Officials of the Synod, the following rules
of practice have arisen:—

I. The Synod consists (1) of all the Pastors of congregations within
the Church, Colleagues and Successors being included; except that
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in oresent circumstances Ministers who are members of a Foreign
l'slils}siun Presbytery are not all members of Synod but the Foreign
Mission Presbytery has a right to appoinl representatives (o the
Synod annually. (2) of such Ordained Ministers not having charges,
as have been declared members of a Presbytery, by authority of the
Synod; and (3) of the same representative Elder from eacly Kirk-
Scssion, who represents it in the Presbytery to \yhlch it beipr}gs
except that the same rulc applies hlu Eldcr? &e_lqn{;mg to a Foreign
issi esbytery as applies in the case of Minislers. _
MIZE.SI%EEP;&mg Cgmmi's];li)nn from a Kirk-Session which constitutes
a Ruling Elder a member of Presbytery, constitutes him also a
member of Synod during the year which is te_rmlnal_ed at the close
of the first ordinary meeting of Synod afier his election, He cannot
be allowed to take his seal in the Synod, unfess either his Commission
be produced, as in the case of the Presbytery, or his namne appear in
the Roll of his Presbytery, as certified to the Synod by the Clerk of
Presbytery. The form of Commission nust, of course, bear that he
is elecled 1o represent l{ljlﬂ S;ss:u;{l l:’l)thﬂ Synod as well as in the
Presbytery. (See Appendix No. X. 1. _

3. ?;m l)i‘)rt(iinary Efeeling of Synod may thus be described as one
which takes place in accordance with a resolution of the Synod
itself, fixing its place and time, but without restriction of any
particular business. | o

4. Tt is not usual for the Synod to appoint any meeting hunc
effecton. But if the nature of any business before it at an Ordinary
Meeling reqguire a pustpunumunli it 13 _c:::m::-etent for it to adjourn,
to meet again on a day more or less distant. |
© 5. A plEJ re nata meeling of Synod may be called by the Mndm-
ator, cither of his own wotion, or on a requisition addressed 1o
hini by some of the members, three of whom at least should be
Ministers. In former times such a meeling was scldom called, c¢x-
cept when the Synod, at the previous ordipary meeting, had fﬂrcqecg
the probable expediency of calling n, and had specially authorize
he Moderator 1o do so. But the Act 1647 asserts the right f:rfrihu
Synod to assembly pro re nefa as well as at ordinary tunf.:a. e
grounds that will justify the Moderator in calling a pro re nnlm
meeting when he has no special instructions (o {hat cfiect, arc lim
unexpecled interveniion of matters which scem 1o de!nz}nd lll 13
Synod's attention, as allecting those intercsts over which it is ca i:

to watch, The meeting may be convened by advertisement 1t the
newspapers. The parlicular business {o be transacted must be Splf-
citicd, and no other business can be taken up. The conduct of the
Moderator in calling the meeting must be considered and appmvetd
or disapproved of at the outsct, before the Synod proceeds to deal
with the subject for which it has been summoned. If the Moderator
decline to call a pro re nata meeling, after receiving a I‘Eqmﬂlllli]ﬂ
to do so, the whole circumstni:}ces of ll’:i:’: case may be brought

fore the Synod at the next ordinary mceting,. _ ‘
beﬁ. Three 3’I!rvlr:'mlzlers of Synod form a Quorum, provided two of
ihe Members have the Status of Ordained Ministers although, of
course, its business is never conduclg:d }vuh_so small a numbt;r.d'

7. It may be assumed that the principle involved in the Finding

of Act 11. Assembly 1865, on the subject of the validity attaching
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(0 a Meccting of Presbytery when two Mimisters wind one or e
Ruling Elders, duly clected and producing valid Conunissions,
have convened together, applies equally to the case of (he
Synod. Upon this assumption, it may be stated that & Mecting of
Synod may be duly constiluted in such circumstances, and that the
Forim contatned in Act VII. Assembly 1866, may be adopted
mutatis mutandis, {Sce Chap. H. Part L. Scct. 12))

8. It scems to follow that Conmnissions to Ruling LClders may
be received at any Meeting of Synod, whether it De Ordinary or
Adjourncd, or pro re nata, (Sec Chap. 11. Part I. Sect. 16.)

9. Each Ordinary Mceting of Synod is opcned by the Moderator
elected dt the last Ordindry Meeting, who preaches a Sermon in
one of the places of worship belonging 1o the Free Presbyterian
Church in the locality. Al the close of public worship he, if the
meeting of Synod is to be held elsewhere, intimates this, mentioning
at the same time in what room or building the Mceting will be held.

10. A quorwm of Mcmbers being asscmbled, the Moderator
constitutes the Meeting with prayer.

It. The first act of the Synod, at an Ordinary Mvceling, is o
adjust its Roll, or, in other words, to delerimine who are its Mcinbers.
The Preshyteries are called in a certain order. When a Presbytery is
thus called, a certified Rol] of its existing membership is produced,
and its Moderator or Clerk makes any additional intimation that
may be necessiry as to changes that have taken place on the Rolls
of their clerical members since the last Mecting of Synod. Com-
missions (o any Ruling Elders, whose names may nol be in the certi-
fied Roil of a Presbytery, are then read, and if these be found valid,
and are sustained, the names of the Ruling Elders seferred to in
them are added to the Roll. No Ruling Elder, whose name is not in
the certificd Roll of a Presbytery, can act as a Member of Synod,
unless he produce a Commission appointing hun to represent bifs
Kirk-Session in the Synod as welfl as i the Presbytery, and unless
that Commission be in due form, and bear that he is bona fide an
acting Elder in the Congregation,

12. After the Roll has been mude up, the Synod proceeds (o
clect a new Moderator. They may appoint any Ordained Minister
who is a Mentber of Synod to fill the oflice. Consultations are com-
monly held beforehand in order thal the person to be clected may
have the opportunity of preparing himsell for his duties. Wiwen
once elected, he rvemains in oflice till he has performed the duty
of opening the next Ordinary Mccting, and (il his successor has
been chosen. 1t is his duly (o preside at the diets of Synod, besidcs
taking the lead in devotional excrcises at the opening of each diet.
In other respects his fupctions correspond to those exercised by a
Moderator of Presbytery.

13, The Synod appoints onc or maore Clerks, The Clerk is usually a
Mcmber of Synod. He may be specially appointed ad vitm aut
culpam; or he may he simply cmployed 10 act as Clerk during the
pleasure of the Synod. On his appointment he solemnly promiscs to
discharge the dutics of the oflice with fidebify. 1 is his dutly to wrile
regular Minutes of the Synod’s procedure, to engross the same in &
permanent Record, alter they have becn approved of by the Synod
as correct; 1o give such Extracts to partics as the Synod have allowed,
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and 10 take charge of afl the Synod’s papers, books, and documents.
In the absence of the Clerk, some onc is appointed by tlie Synod to
act as Clerk pre tempore. The fact of his appointment should be
enlered in the Minute, and the Minute should be signed by him as
Clerk pro tempore. The vegular Clerks of Synod have a Salary
drawn from the Church Organisation Fund and from any fees
which may be paid for Extracts. These fees are regulated by the
Synod for itself. The Clerks of the Synod have the same kind of
functions and responsibilities which the Clerks of other Church
Courts have. But the peculiarity of the Court, as the Supreme Court
of the Church, occasions practically no small amount of peculiarity
in their duties. The particulars which creale this peculiarity are not
defined by any wrilten law or rulcs, not can they be casily stated.
They are determined by the strong pressurc of necessity and con-
venience, in the preparation, the conducting, and the carrying
out of the Synod's business. It is usual for one of the Clerks to take
the whole charge of expediting the several parts of the arranged
business in its order, of minuting the whole proceedings and of
publicly announcing the determinations. The other Clerk is
calied upon to watch the procedure so as (o be ready for the reading
of necessary documents, for the calling of parties o the bar and for
giving due attention to anything needful which, under the pressure
of business, might otherwise be overlooked. The duties of the two
Clerks may be mutually interchanged according to their pleasure.
In the Inferior Church Courts it is a good ruie to make sure, as far
as possible, that the Minute respecting any subject is matured and
written out before the Court pass from that subject to another, but

. this rule cannot possibly be observed in the Synod. The business is

often so multifarious and varied, even while it is easily and rapidly
disposed of, that the Clerk cannot, at the titne, do more than take
such a nole as will enable him to writc out the Minute afterwards.
Great responsibilily is thus made to rest upon the Clerk.

14. Every diet of a Synod's sittings is both opened and closed
with prayer. The Minute must always bear, al the outset, that the
Synod was constituted, which expression implies that it was con-
stituted with praycr, and that a suilicient Sederunt has been ascer-
tained. and, at the end, (hat the Meeling was closed with prayer.
No Minute can be sustained as valid if it does not mention these
(wo particulars. No Extracts from e Minutes can be received
which does not bear that the Synod was constituted, and which is
not certified by the Synod Clerk as having been extracted by hum
from the Records of the Synod.

15. After the Roll has been adjusted and the Moderator has been
elecied, the old course of procedure required that the Standing
Orders should be read over. These Standing Orders are rules
adopted by Lhe Synod for regulating its own procedure and such
procedure of its Conunillees, its Clerks, its Officers, and the lnferior
Courts as is dependent or essentially connecled with its own pro-
cedure. Bul as these Standing Orders ure now printed it is usual to
supersede the reading of them, and simply 1o intimate and minute
that they are held as read. They are given in the Appendix as they
exist at the present date, and a copy of them ouglit to be in the hands
of every Minister and ol cvery Kirk-Session and Deacons’ Court.
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(6. After the Standing Orders have been held ds read, it has been
customary to fill up any vacancy which may exist in any oflice of
importance to the conduct of the business, such as that of Clerks of
Synod or the Officer of the Court.

17. Then or after the Synod has been constituted at its second
diet, either the Minutes of the last Mecting of Synod, or the topics
of them, are read over, to remind or inform the members of what
was transacled. But, having been before approved of and revised,
they are not submitted for the judgment of the Synod. The Minutes
of cach dict are read over and approved of, or corrected, at the
commencement of the next diet, excepting those of the last diet,
which are read over and approved of, or corrected, at the close of
that diel. A Committee may be appointed to revise the whole
Minutes of the Meeting in its several diets belore they are written
out int mundo. The Synod usually agrees to hold over their approval
of all the minutes of its ordinary meeting till the following ordinary
meeling, but il it docs not do so, the { orcgoing rules would apply.

The Minutes of any pro re nata Mecting of Synod must be read
over and approved ol or corrected at the first diet of the first ordinary
meeting (hereafter. Afler the minutes of any Meceting have bcen
approved of by the Synod, {hey cannot afterwards be altered. The
approval or correction of the Minutes does not imply any power to
alter the res geste of the Mccting. The only question is the correctness
of the Minute as a true account of what was done. The Minules of

cach meeting of Synod in the several dicts, after they have been

» approved of and engrossed in the permanent Record, must be signed

by the Moderator and Clerk. Any person who has acted cither as
Moderator or Clerk during a portion of a Sederunt, ought to sign the
Minute of that Sederunt, as Moderator or Clerk pro fempore, in
m#lilinn (o the signature of the other person occupying either
oflice.

18, The Synoad is an open court; but it may, like the Presbytery,
close its doors when edification seems o require {hat course.
(See Chap. 1f. Parl I Scct. 23).

19. The Synad appoints an Oflicer, who is in attendance at its
meetings and cxecutes its orders. At his appointment he promiscs
to perform (he dutics of his office with fidelity. He has a salary from
the Organisation Fund, and rcgulated by the Synod.

20. The Ofticer of Court is instructed from time to time in his
dulies by the Moderator or the Clerks, or by any Committee of
&é}'nﬂd authorised (o that cffect, or by the Synod itself in open

outt.

21. "T'he Synod appoints & member of the Scottish Bar as Legal
Adviser to the Church and a Writer to Her Majesty’s Signet as
Agent for the Church; botl being Ruling Elders of the Church, if
possible.

ParT H—Powers and Functions of the Synod

The Scriptural principle, in accordance with which the Synod has
any power or discharges any functions is precisely the same with
that whercby a Kirk-Session exists and petforms the part already
set forth in this Manual. Like the Kirk-Session, the Synod excrcises

rule ministerially under Christ, according to tHis Word, and in
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prayerful consuitation. 1t exercises this rulc in spiritual matters
over all the Congregations, all the Kirk-Sessions, and afl the
Presbyterics of the Chuich. It is called upon to promote by is
deliberations the religious interests of the people throughout the
bounds of its Communion. Anything affecting these interests may
require to be considered by it, and authoritatively judged of, when
brought in due order before it. Its decisions are without appeal or
complaint Lo any human tribunal. But it must be borne in mind—(l}
That the Free Presbyterian Church does not claim this power of final

judgment for her Synod except in spiritual things, and that by the
term spiritual she refers exclusively to what concerns the procla-
mation of Christ's Word, the dispensation of His ordinances,
and the fulfilment of His commands relative thereto, and not at all
to any kind of command over temporal resources; (2) that the Free
Presbyterian Church maintains most emphatically that no authority
in the hands of fallible men, such as the authority of the Synod has
any absolute rule over the consciences of believers, and that every
one of her members may appeal to the Great Head of the Church
against any such merely ministerial authority: and (3) that what is
in some respects the supreme power of the Synod, is very much
restrained by more than one arrangement that has been devised for
the purpose of keeping in continual view the nature of its origin
and position as a representative body.

From the position thus occupied by the Synod, the following
rules of praciice have arisen;—

{. Al cach ordinary or fixed meeling, there must be at least
1wo diets or sessions to enable the Synod to ascertain ils business

in due order, by the appointment of a Commniittee or Commiittees,

" whose report or reports may be submitted, before any subject is

&

taken up for judgment or discussion. The expediency, if not the
absolute necessily, of two dicts or sessions, appears aiso from the
duly of examining the Records of Presbyterics, whiclh can be accom-
nlished only through the appointment of Committees and the
receipt of their Reports.

2. Lmmediately after the Minutes, or the Heads of the Minutes,
of last ordinary meeting have been read over, or taken as read, the
subjects which they show to require rencwed consideration at the
existing mceting are (aken up in succession.

3. At the first diet, either two Commitiecs are appointed, onc for
Overtures and the other for Bills, or onec Commiltee, which is
called the Committee for Bills and Overtures,

4. The Records of Presbyterics are then called for. If any one
of them be not laid on the table, the Clerk of the Presbytery, i
present, is asked (o explain the reason. Any Member ol Presbytery
present may give the explanation. If it be not salisfactory, the
Presbytery is liable (o censure. A small Conunitiee is appoinled
to examine each of the Records laid on the table, with an instruction
o report at a subsequent diet.

s. Other Committees are appointed at this dict, if the Synod

(l maiktees. ‘ . . v . .
ather Co sce cause, in order to expedite the business, with an instruction to

Heports as to
Students.

report, either at the next diet, or at a future diet of the same
ordinary meeting. ‘ _
6. §if any Reporis have been received from Presbyteries as o
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their intention of taking Students upon probationary trials, the
Convener of the Training of the Ministry Commniittee gives notice
of these at this diet, mentioning the names of the Presbyteries and

~ the Students, and laying the Extracts from the Minutes of Presby-

teries, and the Certificates of the Students, upon the table. If the
Clerk of any Presbytery have failed to forward a Student’s Certifi-
cates, or the Presbylery’s abstract of them, it is competent for the
Student himself, or for any Member of Synod, to lay them on the
table, provided this be done at some diet which is not the jast.
The cases of Students, when reported at the first diet, are considered
at a subsequent diet.

. Intimation is publicly made of the time at which the second
diet will commence, before the adjournment taking place at the
first diet.

8. (1) Between the close of the first diet and the commencement
of the second diet, the Committee or Commiltees on Overtures
and Bills meet for the purpose of dealing with Bills and Overtures
and the whole Members of Synod as a Business Committee for the
purpose of preparing the business of the Synod, in so far as it is not
merely of a routine character. The Moderator and Clerk of the
Synod are, ex officie, Moderator and Clerk of the Committee on
Overtures. Where there is a scparate Commitiee on Bills, that
Commiltee elects its own Modecrator and Clerk.
~ {2) An Overture is a proposal made to the Synod for an alteration
in ecclesiastical rules and arrangements, or for some course of
action in other matlers competent to the Synod. Every Overture
must be subscribed by one or more members prepared to support

it, and must be J)resenlnd 10 the Committce, with the view of its
being transmitted by them to the Synod. The Commiltee are called

upon to judge whether the Overture be in due form and competent,
gnd to transmit it or not to the Synod, in accordance with their
judgment. An appeal may be taken to the Synod against the judg-
ment by any one of the parties concerned. And a dissent and
complaint may be entered against it by any Member of Committee.

(3) Under the head of Bills are included all Refercnces from
Presbyterics, all Appeals, and Dissents, and Complaints against
their decisions, and all Petitions to the Synod. The papers in such
cases must be accompanied by a Petition lo the Committee to
transmit them, signed by some party concerned, or by some one
acting for a parly concerned. The Committee must judge as to
the formality and competency of all such papers, and must resolve
to transmit them, or not to transmit them accordingly. Any of the
partics may appeal to the Synod against this judgment. And any
Member of Committee may enter a Dissent and Complaint.

(4) The Minutes of Committees on Bills and Overtures constitute
their Reports, and in those Minutes they narrate their proceedings,
give a list of all the papers brought before them, and thus bring
those transmitted by them before the Synod.

9, At the second diet of Synod the first business transacted
after the approval of the Minutes is the consideration of the cases
of Students which have becn transmitted from Presbyteries. H the
certificates and extracts are found to be satisfactory, either at the
second diet or at any subsequent dict, the Synod grants feave to the
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several Presbyteries to take the Students on public probationary
trials, and to license them if found qualijied.

10. The Synod then calls for the Reporls on Overtures and Bills
which are given in and read, nd any Appeals or Complaints against
the judgmceats of the Committee or the Commitiees arc disposed of.
Therealter the Synod, having now its whole busincss belore i,
proceeds (0 make such arrangemenls lor the order of its busincss
as scems most suitable. This order includes the fixing of the time
for receiving the Report of certain Committecs appointed by the
Synod. The Committce or Commiltees on Overtures and Bills may
meet again at the interval belween any dict and the next diet,
provided the special leave of the Synod be granted to that effect,

11. The rules for the discussion of Overtures to the Synod; {or
dealing with References from Presbyteries, Appeals, and Complaints
against their judgments, and Pelitions: for the putting of motions
against one another; for the taking of the vote, are the same,
nutatis ntandis, with those mentioned in Chapter 1. Part 11, with
reference 1o the business of Presbyterics.

12. There aught to be, by the original and unaltered laws of the
Church, a diet for Privy Censures at cvery stated mecting. This
dict should be in private, and is sometimes made usc of {or receiving
and discussing the Repuorts on the Books of Presbyterics. The
recommendation of the Report on Presbylerial Visitations alrcady
adverted to (see Chap. 11 Part 11, Div. {1 Sect. 3), 1s that the diet Tor
Privy Ceasurces, or for the Trial of Presbyleries, as it used to be called,
should be the second dict of the Synod's meeling, or, at least, that
part of (hat dict should be occupicd with this bustness. 1n the triad,

. the Synod should proceed to cxamine as many Presbyleries at cach

periodical meceting as it can conveniently overtake, The Presbylery
cxamined ought to appear at the bar by al lcast its Moderator and
Clerk, and as many other Members as convenience wilt allow. A
brotherly inquiry vught then to take place into the procedure of the
Presbytery, and the state ol mitters within its bounds. The subjects
of inquiry suggested in the Report so far as applicable now are—

The attendance of Members at meclings, the setting apart of any
meeting or meetings for Prayer. the abservance of Presbylersal
oxcreises and the carrying out of Presbytenal Visitations, the read-
ing of the resolulions of the st Synad, the consideration of Over-
lures transmitted by the Synod, the revisal and attestation of the
Records of Kirk-Sessions, and of the Records and Accounts of
Deacons' Courts, the attestation of Communion-Rolls, thc resi-
dences of Ministers, the number of Elders and Deacons, thcir signing
of the Formula, Vacancies within the bounds, Preaching-Stations
within the bounds, lectuting and preaching, frequency of the
dispensation of the Lovd’s Supper, Ministerial Visitation of Famuilics,
Collections, Reports from Kirk-Sessions on the state of Religion,
the Sustentation Fund, observation of Fast and Thanksgiving Days,
means tahen for checking Profancncess and Frror, and lor preaching
the Gospel where no congregation is formed, and mectings of the
bretluen for Prayer and Conlerence 1o strengthen one another’s
hands.

13 (1) No question which belongs to the jurisdiction of any vnc
of the inferior Courls can be determined by the Synad until it has
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lirst been dealt with, to some extent at feast, in that inferior Courd,
and unless it has been duly brought up by Reference, Complaint,
Appeal, or Petition. The Synod nry, indeed, originafe any question
which might have been originated in a Presbylery or Kirk-Session.
But, if it do so, the first slep taken must be (o remit it 1o thad I"resby-
tery or Kirk-Session, unless, on account ol some extraordinary
emergency, there be sullicient ground for assisling or spectaily
instructing the Presbytery or Kirk-Session, or on account of the
!"resbytery or Kirk-Session being under discipline, for superseding
it, :}nd appointing cither Assessors or i Special Commission to act
In its room. '

(2) 1 is undoubtedly in the power of the Synod, when it sees
sufficient cause, (o summon any Member or any Courl of the
Church to appear at its bar. It may also send precisc orders (o
particular Presbyteries, and Kirk-Sessions, prescribing the cxact
course of their procedure in special cases, and giving instructions
or prohibitions at its pleasure, provided it keep within the ecclesi-
astical laws and constitution. But the spirit of those laws and of that
constitution evidently requires that suclh exercise of supreme
authority be entered upon with great cauntion, and only when o
clear necessily has arisen,

14. The Synod has the power of constituting new Presbylerics,
and of dividing or altering old ones, and the Synod also determines
at what places Preshyteries shafl meel in ordinary circumstances,

and without special reason to tlie contrary. Any such special reason
ottght 10 be carefully minuted,

|5. The Synod receives, considers, and takes action upon Over-
tures {rom Presbyteries, or Members of the Synod. I sometimes,
of its own accord, appoints a Committec (o prepare and present an
Overture,

(1) Overtures, noi originaling in the Synod itself, must be
presented 10 the Commitiee on Overtures, and by them fransmitted
to the Synod, before they can be considered.

(2) Overtures may conliin suggestions as 10 procedure which
the Synod has entirely in ils own power, such as the appointiment
of Commitiees, and the instructions to be given (o them; represen-
Lations to be nuide 1o Government or (o other parties; deputations
to be sent on Commissions for visiting parts of the Church; Pas-
toral Addresses; communications to be made 1o other churches;
or special steps competent 1o the Synod to be taken with reference
1o any matter of interest, In considering Overtures of this kind, the
Synod acts entircly by ils own authority, and comes o such judg-
ment or deterinination on the subject of them as it deems suitable.
When an Overture has been 1aken up and read by one of the Cletks,
it is usual to hear, in the first instance, some Member of Synod who
has been concerned in introducing it, whether in a Presbylery or
otherwise. Bul no one is called as a party, and all Members of Synod
are equally entitled to vote upon the question raised.

(3) Overtures may suggest the enactment of sonie new kww, or
the alteration of an existing law. In that case, (hey must be dealt
with on the principle of the Barrier Act, by which the legiskative
functions of the Synod ate limited and regulated.

16. Although the Syaod is imvested with the power of reeubiting
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the whole action of the Church in its Presbyteries and Kirk-Sessions,
still it is not regarded as having any lordly or absolutely binding
authority. It is expected to act ministerially under Christ, and 10
carry out such rules as appear to harmonize with His own instruc-
tions in His Word. Consistently with the principles of Presbyterian
Government, ali reasonable means ought to be taken for keeping
the action of the Synod in accordance with the general mind of the
Church, inasmuch as all the Ministers and Ruling Elders are entitled
and called upon to judge for themselves as to the mind of the Great
Head of the Church. Still it is held that, as Christ requires good order
to be maintained in His Church, it is needful for the Synod to act
legislatively as well as judicially. But a particular course of pro-
cedure has been devised for preventing any innovation being hastily
introduced by a single Synod, and for securing due deli eration
and harmony in the enactment of new laws, and in the alteration of
oid ones. An Act (commonly called the Barrier Act) was passed
in 1697 (See Act 1xX. 1697) through which the course of procedure
referred to has arisen, '

(1) When the Synod approves of a proposal for fresh legislation
madde in an Overture or Overtures transmitted to it through the
Committee on Overtures, or prepared by another Committee,
according to the Synod's instructions, it is not permitted to pass
the proposal at once into a law that shall have permanent effect.
It can only agree to transmit the same in the form of an Overture to
the several Presbyteries of the Church for their opinion.

(2) Each Presbytery, in giving its opinion, must either approve
of the Overture simpliciter, and without alteration, or it will be

.held as disapproving of it. (See Chapter 1. Part 1L. Division L.

Section 10.)

(3) The next Synod appoints a Committee for the purpose of
classing the returns to the Overlures transmitted, and reporting to
that Synod what the result appears to be, _

(4) If it appear that a majority of the Presbyteries have not
approved simpliciter of any Overture transmitted, the Synod may
either pass from the subject or re-transmit the Overture either
in the same form as before, or with alterations. But the Synod has
no power to pass it into a permanent law,

(5) When it appears that a majority of Presbyteries have approved

*

simpliciter of any Overture transmitted, the Synod, if it be of the

same mind as the preceding Synod, may pass that Overture into a

Standing Law of the Church. But it is a mistake to suppose that

there is any obligation upon the Synod to do so, or that the matter
is absolutely settled through the approval by a majority of Presby-
teries. That approval is simply the necessary preliminary to make it
competent for the Synod to pass such a law. But the new leg!slatmn
is effecied only by a resolution of the Synod passed through its own

free and independent voice.

(6) If the object of an Overture transmitted to Prgsl?yteries
appear to any Synod as of urgent practical importance, it 18 com-
petent for that Assembly, while transmitting the Overture to
Presbyteries, to pass it, at the same time, into what is called an
Interim Act. Such an Act has force only till the meeting of the

next Synod.
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(7} The General Assembly may remit any subject 1o Presbyteries
for their opinion apart from ihe terms of the Barrier Act, when it 1s
not proposed to found any legislative change or declaration upon
the returns.

17. It is competent for the Synod to pass Declaratory Resolutions.
These are Resolutions which declare what the Synod understands
the law of the Church 10 be. Such a resolution may be passed,
without transmission to Presbyteries in terms of the Barrier Act,
when it is generally agreed that the declaration is in accordance with
the old law. But if there be much difference of opinion on the sub-
ject, and if the point enforced be new, in any considerable measure,
to the existing Ministers and Ruling Elders, it has been held that,

before the passing of such a resolution, an Overture on the subject
ought to be transmitted to Presbyteries, in terms of the Barrier Act.

18. The Synod has inherently the same power of appointing Com-
mittees, which belongs to a Presbytery. There is a difference in the
case of the Synod, arising from the circumstances in which it meets,
and its peculiar functions. This difference appears in the appoint-
ment of two entirely different classes of Committees.

(1) The first class consists of those which are intended exclu-
sively for the purpose of expediting the business of the Synod
during its sittings. In this class are inciuded the Conunitiees on
Bills, Overtures, and Commissions; the Commillce for arranging
the business; the Committee for examining the Records of
Presbyteries, and other Committees, the appointment of which
springs out of the business, and whose final reports must be given
in and considered before the close of the Synod’s sittings.

(2) The second class of Committecs embraces all those which
are appointed to carry out the operations undertaken by the Synod,
and to prosecute the Synod’s objects during the year that intervenes
between the close of one Synod and the opening of another. This
class of Committees admits of large subdivision, in consequence of
the very great variety and extent of the operations and objects
referred to. It includes the Church Interests Commitiee, Religion
and Morals Committee, Finance Committee, Dominions and
Overseas Committee, Jewish and Foreign Missions Commitlee,
Training of the Ministry Comniittee, Sabbath Observance Com-
mittee, Church Magazine Committee, Publications Committee and
several others. Some of the various Committees in this second class
have acquired a permanent character, in consequence of the perman-
ent importance of their objects. Others of them, being called into
existence only by special and temporary circumstances, dre specdily
discontinued. Hence arises the division which has been made of
them into Standing Committees and Special Committecs, or other-
wise,

19. The Synod has the power of appointing Collections to be
made at the Church-doors of all the congregations, in support of the
objects for which the second class of Commiitices are appointed.

20. After any judgment has been come (o by the Synod, which
has not been unanimous, a member who disserits from it has the
same right of entering his dissent against it which he has in an
inferior Court. This dissent, in order to be received, must be ten-
dered immediately after the decision has been pronounced, and

CIIAP. 111,

Panrt 1l
Rentil not under

Barrier Act.

Decinratory
Resolutions,

Committess, two
clavses:

(1} Assembiy's
Business during
Sittings.

(2} Proseculion
of abjects during
year,

Appointment ol
Colleciions.

Dissents.

FAAZ—&Z—MIMNL

92T

JHT =3I4L=ndsIl IHS T HETH

=



